






Dear Parishioners, 

This Wednesday, February 22nd, is Ash Wednesday. And, with Ash 

Wednesday, we begin our yearly journey of Lent! 

The Season of Lent is tremendous gift of the Church to help us 

prepare to celebrate worthily the Paschal Mystery of Jesus-the Life, 

Death and Resurrection of Christ. As with any gift offered, there is a 

choice that must be made to receive it. While the Church in her 

Liturgy gives us the gift of this special season, it is up to each of us to 

make the choice to receive it and make use of it! Hopefully, for each 

of us, our response will be, "Yes, Lord-I want to embrace the 

discipline of Lent, I want to receive the graces you offer because I 

want to grow in my relationship with you!" How? Well, I think the 

prayer of blessing for the ashes on Ash Wednesday gives us several 

great suggestions. The ashes are blessed with the following prayer: 

0 God, who are moved by acts of humility and respond with 

forgiveness to works of penance, lend your merciful ear to our 

prayers and in your kindness pour out the grace of your 

blessing that, as they follow the Lenten observances, they may 

be worthy to come with minds made pure to celebrate the 

Paschal Mystery of your Son. 

In this beautiful blessing prayer, we hear that acts of humility, works 

of penance and prayer move God to respond to us with His gifts of 

mercy and grace. In other words, embracing acts of humility, works 

of penance and increased prayer will make us Holy! 

Our Lenten daily schedule will ordinarily be as follows (any changes 

will be announced in the bulletin and on the parish website): 

Tuesdays: Sts. Peter & Paul-3:00pm Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament, 4:00pm Mass 

St. Michael-6:30pm Confessions, 7:00pm Stations of 

the Cross followed by Mass 

Wednesdays: Sts. Peter & Paul-5:30pm Mass followed by Lenten 

Soup Supper and viewing of THE CHOSEN 

Thursdays: 

Fridays: 

Strasburg Care Center-9:lSam Mass 

Sts. Peter & Paul-5:30pm Confessions, 6:30pm 

Stations of the Cross followed by Mass 

St. Mary's-6:00pm Adoration with Confession, 

7:00pm Stations of the Cross followed by Mass 

Last year we tried something a bit different for our Lenten 

Wednesdays. We had Mass at 5:30 pm followed by a simple soup 

supper and then watched an episode of The Chosen. We will plan to 

do the same again this Lent. We will watch episodes of season two. 

Information about and episodes of "The Chosen" can be found on line 

at: https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen. We do need 

volunteers to make soup for these evenings. If you would like to help 

with making/providing soup for the meal, please contact Nicole in the 

parish office. 

I would also encourage you to utilize the Formed.org website that the 

parish subscribes to. It is free to our parishioners and there are many 

wonderful faith enrichment videos and materials available to enhance 

your Lenten journey. 

As your pastor, my hope is that this Lenten journey will be for each of 

you a most blessed time of encountering the Love and Mercy of God. 

Know of my prayers for each of you. Please pray for me. Let us 

prepare well to celebrate with tremendous joy the Resurrection of 

the Lord at Easter! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Shannon 


