
Celebrating Candlemas Day  
This Sunday propitiously falls on 
February 2nd: the date of Candle-
mas Day, also known as Feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord and 
Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary! When Can-
dlemas falls on Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time, it takes precedence, 
and thus gives an opportunity to 
celebrate with full festivity! The 
feast commemorates the presenta-
tion of baby Jesus in the temple, 
when Mary and Joseph entered 
the temple, Simeon, an old devout 
Jew, prophesied: “Lord, now you 
let your servant go in peace, your 
word has been fulfilled: my own 
eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the 
sight of every people: a light to 
reveal you to the nations and the 
glory of your people Israel.”  
(Lk 2:29-32 Breviary trans.) This 
beautiful prophecy is known as 
“Nunc Dimittis” in Latin (“Now 
You Dismiss…”) or the Canticle  
of Simeon in English, and it is 
prayed by the Church at Night 
Prayer in the Liturgy of the 
Hours.  Simeon recognizes the 
Messiah in baby Jesus and calls 
Him “a light to the nations” or 
“light to the Gentiles” this is the 
origin of bringing lit candles to 
the church for a blessing on Can-
dlemas Day! Remember, Jesus 
identified Himself with light:  
“I am the light of the world, who-
ever follows me will never walk  
in darkness!” (Jh 8:12 NIV)  
 

There are many beautiful tradi-
tions and customs associated with 
Candlemas throughout the world. 
In Poland, candles to be blessed 
are decorated with ribbons and 
symbols. According to an ancient 
custom: the blessed candle is left 
burning all night long in front of 
an icon of Our Lady, who, when 
Poland was heavily forested, was 
relied upon to keep the wolves 
away during cold nights! This  
tradition gave the feast its Polish 
name: “Matka Boska Grom-
niczna” or “Mother of God of the 
Blessed Thunder Candle.”  (You 
may not want to leave your candle 
burning all night however...) 
 
Since Candlemas falls exactly  
40 days after Christmas, this was 
traditionally the absolutely last 
day to remove any Christmas dec-
orations: Christmas Tree, creche, 
etc. With Candlemas all vestiges  
of Christmas were considered 
gone and the Church turned its 
mind toward the upcoming peni-
tential season of Lent.  
 
In America, Candlemas Day  
became the secular “Groundhog’s 
Day,” where if the groundhog sees 
its shadow there will be 6 more 
weeks of winter! Weather predic-
tion has been associated with  
Candlemas in many European 
countries, and this custom was 
likely brought over to the United 
States by German immigrants.  
In England there is a saying:  

“if Candlemas Day be bright and 
clear, there'll be two winters in  
the year.” In Germany there are 
several sayings relating to Candle-
mas and the coming of Spring: 
“When the bear sees his shadow at 
Candlemas, he will crawl back into 
his hole for another six weeks” or 
“If Candlemas is mild and pure, 
Winter will be long for sure.”   
 
In Mexico it is the custom to 
dress a statue or doll of baby  
Jesus: “niño dios” with rich deco-
rated clothes and bring it to the 
church to be blessed. Following 
Mass there is a huge family meal 
served with tamales: a traditional 
dish made of dough steamed in  
a corn husk or banana peel and 
which can be filled with meat, 
cheese, fruit, or vegetables. 
 
In most countries it is traditional 
to have a procession with lit  
candles on Candlemas Day while 
singing anthems. Once you get 
home, here is a prayer you can 
pray with the lit blessed candle:  

FEBRUARY 2 , 2020  THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
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TO PRAY IS TO LOVE MASS INTENTIONS 
 

TUE 700:  
 

WED  815: 
 

THU 830:   
 
 

FRI 815:   
 
 

SAT 400: 
 

SUN 800: 
 

 1030: 
 

1230:  
 
 
 

• Please pray for those in 
need, including:   
Patricia Fuller, Lisa Ann 
Kozakowski, John LaRock 
Sr., Phil Rutledge, Kathy 
Cooley, Robin Fahmie, 
Karen Prins, Sandra  
Adams, Richard Pelkey, 
Pete Siebertz, Nicole 
Brcic, John Dziuban, Jim  
Stephensen, Mason 
Rutledge, Wayne DeFor-
est, Ron Fuller, Ann Mary 
“Nancy” Phillips, Katie 
Hutton, Betsy & Charlie 
Rodgers, Pam Wiitala, 
Chris Dreffs, Caroline  
Pribble, Emma Thompson, 

Howard Pease, Bryan 
Eaton, Phillip Campbell 
Sr., Paul Massimilla, Lois 
Roth, Mary Boudreaux, 
Clara Peterson, Marieke 
Carter, Janet Fabery,  
Magdalene Trabanino,  
Teri Kuzniar, Lynn Matta, 
Sarah Breslin, John 
LaRock Jr., Glenn Klecker 
  

 • Please pray for those in 
the military, including:   
Adam Draves, Nathan 
Baker, Garette Moore,  
Larry Workman, Daniel 
Scott Brown, Mark  
Richard, Philip Maxwell,  

Tony Phillips, Anthony 
Darket, Samuel Chase 
Johnson, William Godfrey, 
Bill Lott, Mike Nelson, 
Frank Snaith, Allan  
Fletcher, Mike Porter 
 
 

• Pray for vocations to  
the priesthood and  
religious life.  
Michael Kunitz: Byzantine 
Catholic  
Dcn. David Pellican: AOD 
 
 

 
Michael Daniels 
 
Fr. Tom Wasilewski 
 
Rev. James  
Lothamer P.S.S. 
 
Patricia Joan 
Shebish 
 
Sick of the Parish 
 
Mary “Betty” DeVos 
 
Parishioners 
 
Johnny Williams 

Join the 
Choir 
After an amazing 
first half of the year, 
the Old St. Patrick’s 

Church Choir season is open for 
new members! We are hoping to 
add some new singers to our choir 
for the second half, that will have 
even more extraordinary music: 
featuring pieces from known com-
posers like Antonio Lotti, Felix 
Mendelssohn and Franz Schubert 
and more contemporary composers 
like Javier Busto (Spain) and Ola 
Gjeilo (Norway).  It is our mission 
to continue representing great  
sacred music at Old St. Pat’s.  

How to become a new member? All 
you need is enthusiasm and love for 
music. No music training  

required; Minimum age is 16 
years old. We are flexible and can 
work with the busiest schedules! 
The parish and the choir would  
really appreciate your help! We’re 
ready to accept anyone but espe-
cially in need of male voices! For 
more information please email  
our director: ernestodetroit 
@gmail.com or see him directly at 
the choir loft Sundays before or  
after the 10:30am Mass or Thurs-
days 6:30 pm.  
 

Have a Heart 
The Ladies of St. Brigid 
and the Knights of  
Columbus have been 
working on raising money to  
purchase an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) for our parish. 
The cost for the AED machine in 

approximately $1,500. We need to 
be prepared for an emergency med-
ical situation if one should arise.  
If you would like to donate to this 
fundraiser please contact the office. 
Proceeds from this weekends pan-
cake breakfast will be added to the 
cause.  
   

Pro-Life News 
40 Days for Life-Ann Arbor 
spring campaign will begin on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 26th and end on 
Palm Sunday, April 5th. For more 
information contact Sandie Weath-
ers at plan2pray@gmail.com or 
40daysforlife.com/annarbor 
 
   
  
  
  

Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace.+ 
God became man, + and the Word was made 
flesh.+ Christ was born of a Virgin.+ Christ  

suffered.+ Christ was crucified.+ Christ died.+ 
Christ rose from the dead.+ Christ ascended into 

Heaven.+ Christ conquers.+ Christ reigns.+  
Christ commands.+ 

 
May Christ protect us from all storms and light-

ning. + Christ went through their midst in Peace, + 
and the Word was made Flesh.+ Christ is with us 
with Mary.+ Flee you enemy spirits because the 
Lion of the Generation of Juda, the Root David,  
has won.+ Holy God! + Holy Powerful God! +  

Holy Immortal God! + Have mercy on us. Amen. 
(from the Pieta book) 

Sources:  
Fish Eaters: Feast of Purification (Candlemas) https://
www.fisheaters.com/customstimeafterepiphany3.html 
Wikipedia: Candlemas Article https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Candlemas 
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ST. PATRICK PARISH CALENDAR 

ALTAR SERVERS 
SATURDAY 4:00/Feb 8 
A. Hehmann 
 

SUNDAY 8:00/Feb 9 
K. Brcic 
W. Kummet  
 

SUNDAY 10:30/Feb 9 
G. Carter 
B. Carter 
S. Carter 
D. Galbraith 
R.J. Skrobola 

 
 

OLD ST. PATRICK 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30PM - 6:40PM 
Saturday 2:30PM or by appointment; Don’t  
hesitate to call for an appointment! 
 

Weekend Schedule for Holy Mass 
Saturday 4:00PM 
Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM 
 

EF/TLM Latin Mass 
2nd Sunday of Month 12:30pm 
 

Weekday Schedule for Holy Mass 
Tuesday 7:00PM 
Wed. & Fri. 8:15AM School Year, 8:30AM Summer 

Thur. 8:30AM 
First Saturdays 9:00AM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration of Our Lord 
Tuesday 5:30PM– 6:45PM 
First Friday 7:00PM– Saturday 8:45AM 
  

Baptisms 
Contact Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, 734-426-

1070 or email fjpapp@umich.edu to arrange  

a preparation class and Baptism date.  
Marriages 
Arrangements are to be made at least nine 
months prior to the wedding. 
Funerals  
Funeral arrangements are made by  
contacting the parish office. 
Parish Registration 
Contact the office for a registration form. 
  

Office hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Office: 734-662-8141 
Emergency: 734-663-1851 
Address: 5671 Whitmore Lake Rd,  
Ann Arbor,  48105 
Website: www.stpatricka2.org 
E-mail: info@stpatricka2.org 
  

Pastor 
Fr. Thomas Wasilewski (#24) 
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
 

Deacons 
Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, fjpapp@umich.edu 
Dcn. Gary Perrydore, gperrydore@comcast.net  
 

Parish Secretary 
Debbie Welch (#21) debbie@stpatricka2.org 
RCIA 
Dcn. Gary Perrydore, gperrydore@comcast.net  
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Kari Kummet (#30) kari@stpatricka2.org 
Youth Minister 
Rose Deemer youth@stpatricka2.org 
Organist: Cecilia Lee, music@stpatricka2.org 
Choir Director:  
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez,  
ernestodetroit@gmail.com 
Facilities and Maintenance Manager 
Ron Fuller, rfuller@stpatricka2.org 
Dog In Residence:  Chesterton AKA “Chester”  
Knights of Columbus Council 10963 
Andy Fox, GK10963@mikofc.org  
Ladies of St. Brigid 
Nancy Keough, nkeough@mac.com 
Altar Server Coordinator 
Jennifer Holody, ospaltarservers@gmail.com 
OSP Library 
osplibrarian@gmail.com 
Prayer Requests 
ospintentions@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Bulletin announcements must be submitted in 
writing to bulletin@stpatricka2.org by Monday at 
noon and will be edited at the discretion of the 
editor or pastor. 
  

SUNDAY, February 2 

K of C Pancake Breakfast 

9:15 Religious Education 

6:30 Youth Group  
 

MONDAY, February 3 

6:30 RCIA 
 

THURSDAY, February 6 

6:30 American Heritage Girls 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

FRIDAY, February 7 

7:00 First Friday Adoration 

7:00-7:30 Family Adoration 

 

SATURDAY, February 8 

4:00 World Day of Sick Mass 

6:30 Youth Group  

 

 

 

  Actuals  January 
2019/2020      

 
Week 1  $11,218.86
       
Week 2  $3,957.87 
 

Week 3  $7,397.63 
 

Week 4  $3,615.75   
 
 
 

Monthly Total   $26,190.11         
 

Fiscal Year 2019/2020 
 

Month            Budget         Actual       Variance 
 
November      $34,584   $31,774       -$2,810 
 
December      $34,584   $48,474       $13,890 
 
January          $34,584       $26,190      -$8,394 
 
 
 

Fiscal  
YTD Total    $242,088    $225,458     -$16,630 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OLD ST. PATRICK PARISH 

Finances Update: 

Sacrament Dates  
 

Reconciliation: 
• First Reconciliation Feb. 15 

 

First Holy Communion: 
• Parent Meeting March 29 
• First Communion April 26 

 

• Confirmation: 
• Confirmation Retreat March 28 

• Confirmation April 22 

Why Are Teddy Bears 
Never Hungry? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Because they’re always stuffed! 



First Friday Adoration– Feb. 7-8 
Knights, please sign up for one hour a month for Adoration 
bit.ly/OSPadoration.  One hour a month in thanksgiving 
for all God has provided for you and your family.  
 
Join the  Knights 
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Men’s Fraternal 
Service Organization founded by Father Michael 
McGivney. All of the good works we do are formed by our 
four core principles Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriot-

ism. Become a better Catholic, husband, father, brother 
and man by joining the Knights of Columbus to serve our 
Church. Please contact Grand Knight, Andy Fox at 248-
459-8118 or GK10963@mikofc.org.  
 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 
A box is in our Parish Center Coat Room to accept any  
type of ink and toner cartridges to help purchase an AED 
machine for the parish. Thank you. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 

February 2nd:  
Everyone is invited to join the youth of St. Thomas the Apostle and 
all five parishes in Ann Arbor (no joke!) for a Super Bowl party 
and vocations night!  The evening will start with 6:00pm Sunday 
Mass at St. Thomas, followed by watching the Super Bowl in the St. 
Thomas parish hall. Fr. John Whitlock, the diocesan vocations di-
rector, will be preaching at Mass, and will be speaking to everyone in 
place of the halftime show! :)  
 

Family Adoration 
 

February, 7th at 7pm. The first half-hour  
of adoration, is a special time for parents  
and young children to pray before the 

Eucharist! Dcn. Gary will lead us this month with 
special prayers and songs intended to help young 
children encounter Jesus in Blessed Sacrament. 
Children of all ages welcome! After adoration we 
will have dessert and fellowship at the Parish Hall.  
Holy Hours Sign up: bit.ly/OSPadoration 

World Day of the Sick is Tuesday, February 11th 
this year. At Old Saint Patrick, we will offer the 
sacrament of anointing of the sick on Saturday 
Feb. 8th at 4:00 Mass. We may need drivers to 
transport the sick. If you are able to help, give us  
a call. Save the date and invite those you know  
who may benefit. 

 

This Sunday! 
after the 8:00 & 10:30am Masses 

 

Celebrate the Feast of Presentation with pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
sausages, tater tots, fresh fruit, juice, milk and coffee. Proceeds from 
this breakfast will help to purchase an Automated External Defibrilla-
tor (AED) for our parish.   
 

   Please join us!    

Knight’s of Columbus 

Pancake Breakfast 





Reflections on the March for Life Pilgrimage  
 One morning, the week  
before our youth group trip to the 
March for Life, I woke up from  
a dream. I don’t remember much 
of it, but in the part that I do re-
member, I was walking out of  
a hotel into the rain. As I woke up, 
I felt that something had just hap-
pened which brought joy to myself 
and to others. This little piece of  
a dream stayed with me, and I had 
a sense that it might have been 
from God. What it meant, I didn’t 
know, but hotels were definitely 
on my brain due to last-minute 
March for Life prep! 
 A week later, myself and 
our group of 45 kids and chaper-
ones were getting ready to leave 
DC after an incredible 
two days of prayer, fun, 
and witnessing to the 
sacred dignity of every 
human life. After get-
ting everyone onto the 
bus, I ran back into  
the hotel to return the 
last few room keys. As  
I handed them to the 
receptionist, I men-
tioned that our group 
was heading to Mass 
now, and asked if there 
was anything he would 
like prayers for. He re-
plied, “For my hurt 
knee, and for the 
Chiefs to win!” We both 
laughed over that last one, and I 
walked out of the hotel into the 
rainy DC morning, filled with joy 
from that  
encounter. I shared his prayer  
intentions with the group when  
I got on the bus, and we prayed for 
him and for our bus driver as we 
drove to Mass. It wasn’t until later 
that afternoon that I realized what 
had happened in that brief yet 
grace-filled encounter; my dream 
of walking out of a hotel in the 
rain, filled with joy, had just  
happened in real time.  

 I share that story, not to 
highlight my own experience, but 
to show how God uses even the 
smallest and simplest of moments 
to spread His Kingdom. All I did 
was ask if the receptionist would 
like us to pray for anything at 
Mass, and suddenly the Kingdom 
was made present. “For the King-
dom of God is not a matter of food 
and drink, but of righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit; 
whoever serves Christ in this way 
is pleasing to God and approved 
by others. Let us then pursue what 
leads to peace and to building up 
one another.” (Romans 14:17-19). 
 Righteousness, peace, and 
joy. What better way to describe 

the March for Life? I’ve said this 
so many times over the months 
leading up to our trip: there  
simply is nothing like the March. 
A veritable army of people, of all 
ages and walks of life, assemble 
from across the nation and the 
world to witness to the dignity of 
human life. (Yes, the world; when 
I went on the March in high 
school with the OSP youth group, 
we met a group that had traveled 
all the way from Australia with the 
bishop of Sydney!) 
 This year was my third 
March for Life, so I had already 

experienced the peaceful joy of all 
the pilgrims, the youthful energy 
of the school groups, the beautiful 
presence of hundreds of religious, 
priests, and seminarians, and the 
awe of looking back when you 
reach the top of Capitol Hill and 
see the magnitude of the crowd 
spreading out behind you. I had 
seen all of that before, and was 
touched by it again. I don’t think it 
ever gets old. But I saw something 
new this year as well, something 
that moved me deeply and gave 
me food for thought. 
 At the first rest area we 
stopped at on the drive from Ann 
Arbor to DC, somewhere near 
Cleveland, the cashier at Star-

bucks told me that we were 
the fourth bus that day to 
come through en route to 
the March for Life. At the 
McDonald’s we stopped at 
for lunch a few hours later, 
somewhere in Pennsylva-
nia, the cashier told us that 
we were their fifth March 
for Life bus. And at the last 
rest stop we visited on our 
drive home, somewhere on 
the turnpike, another fraz-
zled cashier told me that 
she was flooded with busi-
ness from all of the March 
for Lifers on their journey 
home. (I didn’t need her to 
tell me that; the length of 

the lines at every food vendor 
spoke loud and clear.) 
 In all of those encounters,  
I realized something that had nev-
er occurred to me before; we don’t 
just march across Washington, 
DC. We march across the nation. 
And we are recognized everywhere 
we go as we march towards the 
March; Starbucks cashiers know 
us as the crazy people who take 
buses full of sleep-deprived teen-
agers to DC to stand up for life.  
 They know that we are pro-
life by our signs, our t-shirts, our 
chants. 

 NOTES FROM ROSE DEEMER– Youth Minister 

 



42nd  Old St. Patrick Lenten Fish Fry 

them, the way we speak to them 
as we order our grande iced  
coconut milk lattes? By the way 
we show them that we see them  
as people, not just cogs in the  
system? That we value their lives 
too? Do they know that we are 
Christians by our love? 
 There is nothing more 
worth our time and energy and 
sacrifices than the salvation of  
a human soul. There is nothing 
more worth our time and energy 
and sacrifices than spreading the 
Kingdom of God. The worth of our 
witness to the goodness of every 
human life can be measured by 
the extent to which it is a witness 
to the goodness of God.  
 We march formally in 
Washington, DC once a year. But 
insofar as the March is a witness 
to our belief in the sacred dignity 
of every human life, we must 
march every. single. day. Walking 
through DC surrounded by 
friends, singing and laughing and 
chanting, is the easy part. The 
hard part, the part where the rub-
ber meets the road, is the call to 

love every person we 
encounter, every. 
single. day. It’s the 
Great Commission, the 
challenge to “go and 
make disciples”, every. 
single. day.  
 We shouldn’t be 
frightened by the mag-
nitude of this calling, 
however. As Mother 
Teresa says, “we can do 
no great things, only 
small things with great 
love.” We can do small 
things every. Single. 
day. Small things like asking the 
hotel receptionist if he would like 
prayers. And apparently God 
doesn’t think small things are  
insignificant, because sometimes 
he sends dreams foretelling those 
small things before they even hap-
pen. And he uses small people to 
accomplish them. I’m far from 
perfect (just ask my family, they 
know), but God doesn’t wait for us 
to be perfect before working 
through us to spread the good 
news. In the words of songwriter 

Jason Gray, “with every act of 
love / we bring the Kingdom 
come.” 
 A very special thanks to 
everyone who made this trip  
possible, especially the donors 
who generously sponsored our 
youth. Our group and the parish 
as a whole was so blessed by your 
generosity! May God reward you 
abundantly! Know that you were 
in our prayers on the trip.   
 

FISH FRY PREP 
 Thursday mornings 8:00 – NOON, we need 12 people  

 to prepare vegetables, salads, carry-outs etc. 
 Friday mornings 8:00 – NOON, 14 people needed 

 for food & fish prep and dining hall set up. 
 

BAKERS 

 Brownie & cupcake bakers sign up back of church also! 
 

FISH FRY DINING HELP 
 Shift 1: 4-6pm & Shift 2: 6–8pm  

 Dining room servers 12 for each shift. 
 Kitchen Buffet/Serve 6 each shift 
 Kitchen Fish Fry prep 6 each shift 
 Dishwashers 6 each shift.  

 CLEAN-UP   

  7:30- 9:30pm, 4 needed (until finished!)  
  Friday 8pm or Sat. am driver to St. Louis Center in  

  Chelsea with our leftover food.  

 

 YOUR help is needed to make 

 this year the most successful year 

 yet! Thank you! 

Fish Fry Dining begins February 28th - April 3rd, 4:30 - 7pm  

MANY volunteers are needed, ages 13 and older  

for this event averaging 500 meals a night!  
 

PLEASE sign-up on back table of church or online 

Opportunities abound, sign up to help! 


