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Misplaced vengeance topples Columbus’ statues. 
Tweets traduce him. He was mendacious, self-
righteous, humorless and mean. But his virtues — 
including dazzling bravery and ingenuous charm 
— balanced his vices. He was sympathetic toward 
cultures other than his own, including those of  
Native Americans: Detractors are unpardonably 
ignorant of that. 

Hero? Yes. Villain? Of course, because you can’t 
be one without the other. While sainthood is  
universal, heroism is partisan. Someone’s hero  
is always someone else’s villain. 

To understand Columbus’ follies and feats, one 
has to realize that social ambition drove him: the 
desire, as some of his men noticed, “to be a great 
lord.” What mattered was not so much where he 
was going as whether, in a social sense, he would 
“arrive.” 

From his allusions we know that he read the 15th-century equivalent of stationbookstall pulp: Storybook  
heroes take to the sea, discover islands, battle monsters and become great rulers. That was Columbus’ quest: 
to imitate in real life the romantic protagonists of sensational tales; or recreate, like the Knights of Columbus, 
a chivalric trajectory for modern times. 

He was willing to take a risk that no reallife predecessor embraced: to ride the sea with the prevailing wind. 
Modern yachtsmen love breeze in their sails, but, until Columbus, seaborne explorers struggled outward 
against the wind, because the guarantee of a passage homeward was vital. 

Columbus needed patrons. He hawked his services, extemporizing proposals suited to the audience of the  
moment. When he appealed to Ferdinand and Isabella, he emphasized what they wanted: a short route to 
Asia, where the world’s richest economies beckoned. He scoured the literature. Misreading some data and 
misrepresenting the rest, he speculated that Asia might lie only “a few days” from Spain. 

Geographers knew the size of the globe and realized that the distance was untraversable. The monarchs,  
however, had nothing to lose: Bankers and bureaucrats put up the money. In 1492, the king and queen  
commissioned the attempt, promising Columbus noble rank and ill-defined shares in any profit. 

He juggled newfangled instruments of navigation to impress his men, like a conjurer waving a wand; in  
reality, however, he navigated by timing the hours of daylight and reading the corresponding latitude off 
printed tables. Stories of impending mutiny among fear-struck seamen were probably part of a legend of  
his own making: the lonely visionary, persevering in adversity. 

The islands he encountered were disappointing, bereft of evidence of the proximity of the Orient. About the 
natives he was genuinely conflicted. He recognized them as rational, redeemable humans, admiring their  
nakedness as a token of dependence on God, like the nakedness of St. Francis, or as a relic of the classical 
Golden Age. On the other hand, it also repelled him as a reputed feature of “savagery.” 

COLUMBUS REDISCOVERED 
The navigator who united two hemispheres was not a saint —  

but his momentous role in history should be celebrated 

 

La Pinta, La Niña and La Santa Maria,  
watercolor by Rafael Monleón y Torres (1843-1900) /  

Madrid Naval Museum / Album / Art Resource, NY 

by Felipe Fernández-Armesto          

  

Continued on other side 



As for the natives, at first they treated the strangers not as some in the United States do today, as “illegals”  
to reject or exploit, but as usefully objective arbiters, marriage partners, allies and holy men, touched with 
sanctity from the divine horizon. 

The following year, however, Columbus’ return to what he called Hispaniola was disastrous. He found that  
30 of his men, whom he had left on the island, were dead. The local chief blamed inland enemies for the  
massacre. Columbus set off with him on a punitive expedition, while desperados from Spain proved uncon-
trollable. The enterprise got ever costlier and less productive. Columbus’ main banker faced unmanageable 
debts. He fell back on a desperate, doomed expedient: enslaving natives. The monarchs banned the sale,  
ordering the liberation of the captives. Eventually, Columbus was recalled in disgrace. 

He also turned to religion. He had begun to have visions on his way home on the first voyage, amid a terrible 
storm. Visions now multiplied. He found “prophecies” of his life in sacred and classical texts. He affected  
a Franciscan habit. Christopher became “Christoferens” — “bearer for Christ” — and the evangelization of  
indios became a reward worth more than riches. He wrote self-pitying poetry and petitions. His last few years 
were spent in disillusionment, begging the monarchs to meet their side of a bargain he had failed to fulfill. 

Columbus’ legacy was inauspicious for the people whose islands were ravaged by disease and disrupted by 
intruders. It was equivocal for his heirs, who spent generations litigating against the crown. He left a myth  
of his own indomitability that suckered historians for centuries. The adamantine Columbus of the old history 
books must be rebuilt in mercury and opal — poor materials for statues. 

Eventually, however, almost everyone in the Americas claimed him, as if he were an adoptive founding father: 
Italians by right of birth, Spaniards by naturalization. Nineteenth-century immigrants in the United States — 
Jewish, Portuguese, even Polish, Greek, English and Scottish — invented “evidence” to link him with their 
own communities. Now, at an even more perverse stage of the myth, postcolonial “correctness” blames him 
for consequences he never foresaw. 

What he really accomplished matters more than the myths. His discovery, not of America but of a viable  
route there and back, put sundered cultures in touch and opened unimagined prospects for commercial  
and cultural exchange. 

He launched the greatest humanly induced upheaval in the course of evolution: Until Columbus’ second  
voyage — for perhaps 150,000 years — life forms had diverged as landmasses drifted apart. Now, convergent 
evolution began, swapping biota between continents, enriching diversity and multiplying sources of food. 

Columbus helped launch departures in Western science. China had long been ahead in innovation. But, 
thanks to Columbus’ wind-riding technique, access to specimens, samples and observations from afar gave 
Latin Christendom the chance to catch up. 

The empire he adumbrated encompassed more cultures and biomes than ever before: a creative — as well as 
destructive — arena of exchange. Outcomes included ways of life, food, thought, worship, work, language and 
art that enrich our world. 

His legacy resembles his life: complex, morally equivocal and full of wonder. Few individuals are more worthy 
of commemoration. 

 

FELIPE FERNÁNDEZ-ARMESTO is the William P. Reynolds professor of history at the University of Notre 
Dame and a leading Christopher Columbus scholar. Among his many books are Columbus (1991), 1492:  
The Year the World Began (2009) and Columbus on Himself (2010). 

This article appeared in the September 2020 issue of Columbia magazine 
and is reprinted with permission of the Knights of Columbus, New Haven, 
Connecticut   

  



 

TO PRAY IS TO LOVE MASS INTENTIONS 
 

TUE 700:  
 

WED  815: 
 
 

THU 830:   
 

FRI 815:   
 
 

SAT 400: 
 

SUN 800: 
 

1030: 
 
 

• Please pray for those in 
need, including:   
Patricia Fuller, Lisa Ann 
Kozakowski, John LaRock 
Sr., Phil Rutledge, Kathy 
Cooley, Robin Fahmie, 
Karen Prins, Sandra  
Adams, Richard Pelkey, 
Pete Siebertz, Nicole 
Brcic, John Dziuban, Jim  
Stephensen, Mason 
Rutledge, Ron Fuller, 
Wayne DeForest, Ann 
Mary “Nancy” Phillips, 
Katie Hutton, Betsy & 
Charlie Rodgers, Pam  

Wiitala, Chris Dreffs,  
Caroline Pribble, Emma 
Thompson, Howard Pease, 
Bryan Eaton, Phillip  
Campbell Sr., Paul  
Massimilla, Lois Roth, 
Mary Boudreaux, Clara 
Peterson, Marieke Carter, 
Magdalene Trabanino, Teri 
Kuzniar, Lynn Matta, John 
LaRock Jr., Glenn Klecker, 
Alice Walsh 
  

 • Please pray for those in 
the military, including:   
Adam Draves, Nathan 
Baker, Garette Moore,  

Larry Workman, Daniel 
Scott Brown, Mark  
Richard, Philip Maxwell,  
Tony Phillips, Anthony 
Darket, Samuel Chase 
Johnson, William Godfrey, 
Bill Lott, Mike Nelson, 
Frank Snaith, Allan  
Fletcher, Mike Porter 
 
 
 
 

• Pray for vocations to  
the priesthood and  
religious life.  
 
 
 

 
Julian Lizzio 
 
President Trump and 
all elected officials 
 
Faithful Bishops 
 
Tom & Teresa DeLellis 
and Family 
 
Parishioners 
 
Marilyn Giordano 
 
Rev. David Pellican 
 
 

Celebrating  
a Sacrament? 
 

Do you have a child in your  
family who will be celebrating  
a sacrament at Old St. Patrick 
this year?  If your child is not 
enrolled in our religious educa-
tion program, please fill out  
a registration form (which can 
be found on our website,  
stpatricka2.org) so that the  
parish is aware of your intent. 

Knight of the Month 
Our Knight of the Month for  
October is Eric Strauss. Eric is  
a 4th degree Knight and has been 
devoting his time in retirement 
toward helping our Parish with 
our Lenten Fish Fry's, bottle  
collections, scrap metal donations, 

outside Mass set-up, annual church cleaning, 
counting your contributions or wherever he can 
do to help.  Eric has been a lector since joining 
the Parish in 1991.  He helps support our local 
community through his volunteer work with 40 
Days For Life and Sidewalk Advocates For Life. 
Fishing, golf, skiing, guitar, home projects, and 
travel up north round out much of his spare 
time.  Please pray for his wife, Lori, and their 
children, Samantha and Tyler.  Eric is honored 
and humbled at this recognition and considers 
himself blessed to serve and worship with the 
wonderful folks at Old Saint Patrick’s Church!

Thank you Eric for your outstanding service to 
our Church.  May God Bless You.  
  
Family of the Month 

Our Family for the Month of  
October is Mike and Steph Sayler. 
Mike is a Third degree Knight. He  
is a lector at the 8am Sunday Mass. 
Steph is a lector, sacristan, music 
planner, cantor, weekly collection 
counter, and DSA coordinator at 

OSP. They both worked the parish fish fry and 
coordinate the monthly men’s and women’s 
Opus Dei Evenings of Recollection in the parish. 
Congratulations and May God Bless You Mike 
and Steph for your dedicated service to OSP. 
 
For information about our local council, 
please contact Grand Knight, Andy Fox at 
248-459-8118 or GK10963@mikofc.org.  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 

Diocese of Lansing  

Seminarian of the Week 

Christian Salata 

O Lord Jesus, great High Priest, we entrust our  
seminarians to You. Enlighten the faculty in their 
guidance, spiritual directors in molding them, and 
professors in instructing them. Lead our seminarians 
daily in Your footsteps; so that they may become 
priests who are models of purity, teachers of wisdom, 
and heroes of sacrifice. Fill them with humility and 
love for God and man. Transform them into apostles 
of Your glory and sanctifiers of souls. Holy Mary, 
Queen of the Clergy, pray for them and obtain for us 
many more. 

Christian worked  
at OSP as part-time 

summer help  
this year. Remember to keep our seminarians in your prayers 



ST. PATRICK PARISH CALENDAR 

ALTAR SERVERS 
SATURDAY 4:00/Oct 17 
P. Zachmann 
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00/Oct 18 
J. Hayes 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:30/Oct 18 
G. Carter 
B. Carter 
S. Carter 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30PM - 6:40PM 
Saturday 2:30PM or by appointment; Don’t  
hesitate to call for an appointment! 
 

Weekend Schedule for Holy Mass 
Saturday 4:00PM 
Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM 
 

EF/TLM Latin Mass 
2nd Sunday of Month 12:30pm 
 

Weekday Schedule for Holy Mass 
Tuesday 7:00PM 
Wed. & Fri. 8:15AM School Year, 8:30AM Summer 

Thur. 8:30AM 
First Saturdays 9:00AM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration of Our Lord 
Tuesday 5:30PM– 6:45PM 
First Friday 7:00PM– Saturday 8:45AM 
  

Baptisms 
Contact Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, 734-426-

1070 or email fjpapp@umich.edu to arrange  

a preparation class and Baptism date.  
Marriages 
Arrangements are to be made at least nine 
months prior to the wedding. 
Funerals  
Funeral arrangements are made by  
contacting the parish office. 
Parish Registration 
Contact the office for a registration form. 
  

Office hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Office: 734-662-8141 
Emergency: 734-663-1851 
Address: 5671 Whitmore Lake Rd,  
Ann Arbor,  48105 
Website: www.stpatricka2.org 
E-mail: info@stpatricka2.org 
  

Pastor 
Fr. Thomas Wasilewski (#24) 
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
 

Deacons 
Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, fjpapp@umich.edu 
Dcn. Gary Perrydore, gperrydore@comcast.net  
 

Parish Secretary 
Debbie Welch (#21) debbie@stpatricka2.org 
RCIA 
Dcn. Gary Perrydore, gperrydore@comcast.net  
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Kari Kummet (#30) kari@stpatricka2.org 
Youth Minister 
Rose Deemer youth@stpatricka2.org 
Organist: Cecilia Lee, info@stpatricka2.org 
Choir Director:  
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez,  
ernestodetroit@gmail.com 
Facilities and Maintenance Manager 
Ron Fuller, rfuller@stpatricka2.org 
Dog In Residence:  Chesterton AKA “Chester”  
Knights of Columbus Council 10963 
Andy Fox, GK10963@mikofc.org  
Ladies of St. Brigid of Ireland 
Nancy Keough, nkeough@mac.com 
Altar Server Coordinator 
Jennifer Holody, ospaltarservers@gmail.com 
OSP Library 
osplibrarian@gmail.com 
Prayer Requests 
ospintentions@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Bulletin announcements must be submitted in 
writing to bulletin@stpatricka2.org by Monday at 
noon and will be edited at the discretion of the 
editor or pastor. 
  

OLD ST. PATRICK 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

SUNDAY, October 11 

8:00 Mass 

9:00 Altar Server Training 

9:15 Religious Education 

10:30 Mass Outdoors (weather permitting) 

12:30 Extraordinary Form Mass 

6:30 Youth Group 
 

TUESDAY, October 13 

Our Lady of Fatima 

5:30 Adoration and Confession 

7:00 Mass 

WEDNESDAY, October 14 

8:15 Mass 
 

THURSDAY, October 15 

8:30 Mass 

6:30 American Heritage Girls 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal  
 

FRIDAY, October 16 

8:15 Mass 

 

 

 

I would like to go 

to Holland  

one day.  

 
Wooden shoe? 

Sunday October 4th 
Hearing God's Voice, part 2!  

 
This Sunday, we're going to keep diving 
deeper in learning how to hear God's voice 
in prayer. We believe that Jesus knows and 
cares about every detail of our lives; this 
Sunday, we'll learn more about how to hear 
what He's saying to us and how He's loving 
us in each moment and circumstance in  
life. Plus games and snacks! 
   

 

      Fall Day Retreat 
        Saturday, November 7th 

 
We will be having a day-long youth group retreat on November 7th  
at Our Lady of the Fields Retreat Center in Brighton, co-led by the 
Franciscan Friars of the Holy Spirit from Detroit! There will be talks, 
games, food, free time, Mass, adoration, and opportunities for confes-
sion. Please let Miss Deemer know if you would like to come! More 
details soon.  



D o you know someone 
who may be interested 

in learning more about  
Catholicism?   

Perhaps you are not Catholic and want to learn more. Or, 
you were baptized Catholic but have never been confirmed. 
RCIA is an opportunity to learn more about Catholicism 
and have your questions answered. We will start RCIA 
soon for anyone interested in learning more about what 
Catholics believe. You are encouraged to invite those you 
know who, are not Catholic, to join us on a path of  
exploration.  For more information, please contact Deacon 
Gary Perrydore at gperrydore@comast.net.  

The OSP Knights of Columbus will be out in the community the week-
end of October 10 and 11 for the 2020 Tootsie Roll drive. You will also 
see Knights collecting donations after the Masses that weekend. All 
donations support established programs for persons with develop-
mental disabilities. Past proceeds have gone to support St. Louis Center in Chelsea 
and St. Francis on the Lake Camp. Thanks for your generosity. 

Brother Knights please sign up to help at  bit.ly/OSPtootsierolldrive or call Mike 
at 248-939-6575 

Job Openings 
The Diocese of Lansing is accepting 
applications for two positions that 
serve the parishes and schools 
throughout the ten-county diocese. 
The two positions are Parish Audi-
tor and Human Resources General-
ist.  To learn more about the posi-
tions and to apply, please go to the 
Careers page of our DOL website 
at www.dioceseoflansing.org/
human-resources/careers 

FGR Online Auction 
Father Gabriel Richard High 
School is hosting a creative fund-
raising event and online auction on 
October 17,  from 5:30-8:00 pm. 
This year's 37th Annual Auction  
will be offering pre-ordered dinners 
at fgrhs.org/auction  For more  
details visit the auction website: 
fgrhs.org/auction  or call (734) 662
-0496. 
 

Tootsie Roll Drive– This Weekend 

Prayer Vigil to End Abortion  
Sept. 23- Nov. 1, 7am-7pm Outside 
Planned Parenthood, Ann Arbor 
To learn more and sign up to pray, 
visit 40daysforlife.com/annarbor. 
Questions? Contact Sandie, 
plan2pray@gmail.com or 734- 
657-1936.  

Job Opening-Part-time Organist/Accompanist  
 

Old St. Patrick’s, is seeking a part-time organist/accompanist to play week-
end Masses, occasional funerals, and weddings. Sufficient organ skills  
required, familiarity with the Church's tradition of sacred music preferred. 
The organist will accompany 4pm Saturday, 8am and 10:30am Sunday 
Mass with choir, as well as once a month EF Latin Mass.  Position is  
salaried and begins November, 2020. Please email  
resumes to: twasilewski@stpatricka2.org   



Election Prayer  
 

O Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, at this most critical time, we entrust 
the United States of America to your loving care.  
 
Most Holy Mother, we beg you to reclaim this land for the glory of your Son. Over-
whelmed with the burden of the sins of our nation, we cry to you from the depths  
of our hearts and seek refuge in your motherly protection.  
 
Look down with mercy upon us and touch the hearts of our people. Open our minds 
to the great worth of human life and to the responsibilities that accompany human 
freedom.  
 
Free us from the falsehoods that lead to the evil of abortion and threaten the sancti-
ty of family life. Grant our country the wisdom to proclaim that God’ s law is the 
foundation on which this nation was founded, and that He alone is the True Source 
of our cherished rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  
 
O Merciful Mother, give us the courage to reject the culture of death and the 
strength to build a new Culture of Life.      
       

EWTN.com 

Pet Blessings 
October 3rd 


