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 NOTES FROM FATHER TOM 

A Holy Pilgrimage to Poland  
D ear Parishioners, 
 
I’d like to invite you to join me, 
our choir, fellow parishioners,  
on a spiritual journey to my  
homeland in 2021.  Taking  
a “pilgrimage” in the Catholic 
sense, is much more than just  
visiting  historic sites 
or travelling for vaca-
tion.  A pilgrimage is  
a journey with a high-
er purpose, one that 
aims to honor God! 
Christians have been 
setting out on pilgrim-
ages since the very 
beginnings  of the 
Church!  One of the 
earliest instances of 
the word is found in 
the writings of St. Au-
gustine of Hippo: for 
him a “peregrinatio” 
was a spiritual jour-
ney of self-imposed exile, where 
the pilgrim searched for God’s 
truth.  The religious pilgrimage is 
rooted in the Old Testament, 
where for centuries Jewish men 
were required to make a journey 
to the temple in Jerusalem for 
three special feasts.  These feasts 
were known as “Pilgrimage Festi-
vals” and included: The Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, The Feast of 
Weeks (Pentecost), and The Feast 
of Tabernacles.  When the Church 
first began to grow, early Chris-
tians wanted to visit the places 

where our Savior, the Holy Moth-
er, and the Apostles lived and 
ministered.  Pilgrimages to the 
tombs of martyrs became an im-
portant part of the Catholic faith.1  
 
Many saints have made a pilgrim-
age as part of their journey of 
faith: St. Francis of Assisi,  

St. Helena mother of Constantie 
(and so many others in the Middle 
Ages) to the Holy Land.  People 
like Bl Charles de Foucald found 
his particular calling by making a 
pilgrimage and living in Palestine. 
St. Therese of Lisieux, the “Little 
Flower,” made a pilgrimage to 
Rome just to ask the Holy Father 
for permission to enter the Car-
melite convent at 15 years old!    
In the Middle Ages, going on a  
pilgrimage involved a lot of hard-
ship: there were no luxury hotels 
or guided tours!  Pilgrims often 

traveled barefoot and begged for 
food along their journey, it was  
a sacrificial undertaking to grow 
deeper in the faith! 
 
Growing up in Poland, I remem-
ber my dad organizing one of the 
many walking pilgrimages to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa that 
take place each 
year.  He would lead 
a group of pilgrims 
from northern  
Poland all the way  
to Jasna Gora in the 
south, they would 
stay at pilgrim hous-
es along the way, 
pray, celebrate Mass, 
and sing.  I was too 
little to go, but I 
heard all about it 
when he got back! 
The pilgrimage had  
a great impact on 

him and his students, especially  
as those were times of political 
repression under Communism. 
 
I have many wonderful memories 
of visiting Our Lady of 
Czestochowa and some other 
churches when I was little.  But 
since we lived in the north, I did-
n’t get to see many of the gems of 
my homeland: Krakow, in the 
south, the Divine Mercy Shrine of 
St. Faustina, Wadowice where  
St John Paul II was born, not to 
mention the famous mountains  
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TO PRAY IS TO LOVE 
• Please pray for those in 
need, including:   
Patricia Fuller, Lisa Ann 
Kozakowski, John LaRock 
Sr., Phil Rutledge, Kathy 
Cooley, Robin Fahmie, 
Karen Prins, Sandra  
Adams, Richard Pelkey, 
Pete Siebertz, Nicole 
Brcic, Jim Stephensen, 
Mason Rutledge, Ron 
Fuller, Wayne DeForest, 
Ann Mary “Nancy” Phillips, 
Katie Hutton, Betsy & 
Charlie Rodgers, Pam  
Wiitala, Emma Thompson, 

Bryan Eaton, Phillip  
Campbell Sr., Paul  
Massimilla, Magdalene 
Trabanino, Lois Roth, 
Clara Peterson, Teri Kuz-
niar, Lynn Matta, John 
LaRock Jr., Glenn Klecker, 
Alice Walsh, Henry Wayne 
Sidwell 
  
 

 

• Pray for vocations to  
the priesthood and  
religious life.  
 
 

 • Please pray for those  
in the military, including:   
Mark Richard, Philip  
Maxwell, Tony Phillips, 
Anthony Darket, Samuel 
Chase Johnson, William 
Godfrey, Bill Lott, Mike 
Nelson, Frank Snaith,  
Allan Fletcher, Mike  
Porter, James Kummet 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Knight of the Month 
Our Knight of the month for  
November is Michael Laird,  
a 4th Degree Knight.  God has 
blessed Mike and Darlene with 5 
children and 6 grandchildren. Mike 
is the financial secretary for our 

Council and participates in its charitable fund-
raisers such as pancake breakfasts, Keep Christ 
in Christmas, Right to Life Candles and the an-
nual Tootsie Roll Drive. He is a lector and Ex-
traordinary Minister of Holy Communion at 
Mass. Mike is also an intercessor with the “Live 
Free” Prayer Team, an Ann Arbor based minis-
try.  Thank you Mike for your outstanding ser-
vice to our Council and Church.   
 
 

Family of the Month 
Our Family of the Month 
for November is the John 
Nelson-Daniels Family. 
John is a 3rd Degree 
Knight.  He, Laurie  

& their three children, Tanis, Isabella, and  
Alphonse have been members of Old St. Patrick 
for 14 years. Through the years John has served 
Old St. Patrick’s as a lector, and is currently  
a choir member. The family ran the hatchet 
throwing booth at the Labor Day Festivals, and 
participate in parish activities such as the Fish 
Fry clean up, Cemetery cleanup, and do their 
best to make sure there are no leftovers at the  
K of C pancake breakfasts. Thank you for your 
dedicated service to Old St. Patrick’s Church.     
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near Zakopane!  About a year ago, one of our newer 
parishioners, Mr. John Jeter, approached me about 
a possible pilgrimage to Poland.  This was long be-
fore Covid… he said he had traveled with Corporate 
Travel on numerous pilgrimages over his life and 
that he would like to take me to Poland!  I didn’t 
think much of it at the time, but over the last few 
months this has become a very real possibility! 
Working with Corporate Travel, I am planning on 
taking our wonderful choir, under the direction of 
Mr. Ernesto Alvarez, with us to perform concerts at 
the Divine Mercy shrine as well as in Krakow.  I have 
tried to keep the costs as low as possible, but I un-
derstand the trip will still be a considerable expense. 
I am hoping to raise some money, with benefit con-
certs and perhaps a fundraiser, to make it more  
accessible for choir members to go.  I am also hoping 
many of you will join us on this historic pilgrimage, 
and experience the country of the saints firsthand! 
We will have Holy Mass each day, at different 

shrines and churches, while enjoying day trips to 
Czestochowa, Wadowice, and Zakopane from our 
hotel in Krakow.  No one need to go barefoot or beg 
for their food!  (unless, of course, it’s your prefer-
ence) This is not a vacation, it is a pilgrimage with a 
spiritual goal of visiting the shrines of Pope St. John 
Paul II and St. Faustina and growing in our Catholic 
faith.  Please pray if God is calling you to join us on 
this journey for the grace to save money and make 
the sacrifices necessary to go.  You will not be disap-
pointed!  This Thursday, Nov 19, we will have 
our first informational meeting in the parish 
hall, if you feel at all inspired or interested please 
come with your questions. 
 
Z Bogiem!  (Go with God!) 
-Fr Tom   

 
 
1 

https://www.catholicfaithstore.com/daily-bread/real-meaning-
pilgrimage-catholics/   



ST. PATRICK PARISH CALENDAR 

ALTAR SERVERS 
SATURDAY 4:00/Nov 21 
G. Carter 
B. Carter 
S. Carter 
 

SUNDAY 8:00/Nov 22 
A. Hehmann 
B. W. Kummet 
 

SUNDAY 10:30/Nov 22 
N. Perrydore 
J. Shurtliff 
A. Russell 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30PM - 6:40PM 
Saturday 2:30PM or by appointment; Don’t  
hesitate to call for an appointment! 
 

Weekend Schedule for Holy Mass 
Saturday 4:00PM 
Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM 
 

EF/TLM Latin Mass 
2nd Sunday of Month 12:30pm 
 

Weekday Schedule for Holy Mass 
Tuesday 7:00PM 
Wed. & Fri. 8:15AM School Year, 8:30AM Summer 

Thur. 8:30AM 
First Saturdays 9:00AM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration of Our Lord 
Tuesday 5:30PM– 6:45PM 
First Friday 7:00PM– Saturday 8:45AM 
  

Baptisms 
Contact Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, 734-426-

1070 or email fjpapp@umich.edu to arrange  

a preparation class and Baptism date.  
Marriages 
Arrangements are to be made at least nine 
months prior to the wedding. 
Funerals  
Funeral arrangements are made by  
contacting the parish office. 
Parish Registration 
Contact the office for a registration form. 
  

Office hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Office: 734-662-8141 
Emergency: 734-663-1851 
Address: 5671 Whitmore Lake Rd,  
Ann Arbor,  48105 
Website: www.stpatricka2.org 
E-mail: info@stpatricka2.org 
  

Pastor 
Fr. Thomas Wasilewski (#24) 
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
 

Deacons 
Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, fjpapp@umich.edu 
Dcn. Gary Perrydore, gperrydore@comcast.net  
 

Parish Secretary 
Debbie Welch (#21) debbie@stpatricka2.org 
RCIA 
Dcn. Gary Perrydore, gperrydore@comcast.net  
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Kari Kummet (#30) kari@stpatricka2.org 
Youth Minister 
Rose Deemer youth@stpatricka2.org 
Organist: Cecilia Lee, info@stpatricka2.org 
Choir Director:  
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez,  
ernestodetroit@gmail.com 
Facilities and Maintenance Manager 
Ron Fuller, rfuller@stpatricka2.org 
Dog In Residence:  Chesterton AKA “Chester”  
Knights of Columbus Council 10963 
Andy Fox, GK10963@mikofc.org  
Ladies of St. Brigid of Ireland 
Nancy Keough, nkeough@mac.com 
Altar Server Coordinator 
Jennifer Holody, ospaltarservers@gmail.com 
OSP Library 
osplibrarian@gmail.com 
Prayer Requests 
ospintentions@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Bulletin announcements must be submitted in 
writing to bulletin@stpatricka2.org by Monday at 
noon and will be edited at the discretion of the 
editor or pastor. 
  

OLD ST. PATRICK 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

SUNDAY, November 15 

6:30 Youth Group 
 

MONDAY, November 16 

6:30pm RCIA Meeting  
 

WEDNESDAY, November 18 

7:00 Diocese Realignment Meeting 
 

THURSDAY, November 19 

6:30 American Heritage Girls 

7:00 Poland Pilgrimage Info Night 

7:00 Choir Practice (Men) 

FRIDAY, November 20 

40 Hour Devotion 

7:00 Talk  
 

FRIDAY, November 21 

40 Hour Devotion 

7:00 Talk  
 

SUNDAY, November 22 

40 Hour Devotion 

9:15 Religious Education 

12:00 Talk  

6:30 Youth Group 

 
 
 

Realign Resources for  
Mission Meeting  

 
This Wednesday, November 18th at 7 PM the Diocese of 
Lansing Realign Resources for Mission Committeewill be at our 
parish to meet with staff and parishioners in an effort to explain 
the reason, rationale and methodology of the Realign Resources 
for Mission process and, most importantly, to listen to parish-
ioners response of the process and how it could, potentially,  
impact upon your parish positively or negatively. The meeting 
will take place in our parish hall, and will be approximately 90 
minutes long.  The meeting will consist of two components: 
First, a presentation on behalf of the Realign Resource for  
Mission Committee; Second, small group discussion followed 
by feedback from parishioners on your hopes and fears for the 
process; what you love or feel needs to be known about your 
parish; and any specific suggestions you may have for the future 
of your parish or the future of the diocese. All are most  
welcome. For more information please visit: 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/realign-resources-for-
mission 

 

I love the way the earth rotates 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It really makes my day 



 2021 Old St. Pat’s 
Sacramental 

 Dates  
 

 

First Reconciliation: 
• Saturday, February 20,2021 

 
First Holy Communion: 

• Sunday, May 2, 2021 
           

Confirmation: 
• Thursday, April 15, 2021 

This season of Advent, join the Holy Family  
as they travel to Bethlehem. Receive a daily 
Chesterton quotation, reflection, and prayer  
in your inbox that will inspire, challenge, and 
bolster your faith during this holy season. On 
Epiphany, you’ll receive two free e-books as  
a keepsake of the joys of the season and the 
common sense of G.K. Chesterton. 
 
Sign up today at https://www.chesterton.org/
advent-reflection-2020/ 

2020 



Old St. Patrick 

 

40 Hour 

Devotion 

 

 

Fri. November 20 - 
Sun. November 22  

Marcus Peters 
Retreat Master & Presenter 

Marcus is the founder of  
St. Peter Scripture Institute for 
Scripture and Evangelization 

Friday, November 20 

*7:00 pm Talk 1 - “Like Father,  

Like Son - Divine Adoption”  
 

Saturday, November 21 

*7:00 pm Talk 2 - “God Save the  

Queen - Mary as Queen Mother  

of God's Family” 

 

Sunday, November 22 

*12:00 Talk 3 - “Building Castles in 

the Air - Christ as Heavenly King”  

Blood is Thicker than Water:  

Covenant and the  
Heavenly Family of God 

 Adoration Sign-up:  bit.ly/OSP40Hours 


