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 I’m honored to have been asked to write you about the 
beautiful devotion for the month of July: The Precious  
Blood of Jesus Christ!  The month of July is dedicated to  
the Precious Blood, let’s find out why! 
 Back, in 1849, Pope Pius IX was forced to flee Rome 
due to the First Italian War for Independence, sparked by  
the publication of Marx’s Communist Manifesto. The pope 
happened to stay with the Fathers of the Most Precious Blood 
and at the request of the superior, promised to extend the 
feast of the Precious Blood to the entire Church. Soon the war 
ended and the Pope returned to his See in Rome; he fulfilled 
his promise by designating the feast of the Precious Blood, on  
the first Sunday in July.  The feast remains active in the old 
Church (EF) calendar, but was omitted in the new Church  
calendar, although the Votive Mass to the Precious Blood  
was retained in the Roman Missal for priests to celebrate 
whenever they choose.  
 

  To some, having a separate feast/month for the Precious Blood may seem redundant;  
didn’t we just have the feast of Sacred Heart in June? Aren’t they kind of the same thing? So why 
make the distinction? 

Fr. John Hardon S.J. writes that the Precious Blood is our salvation. In the Old Testament, 
the Jews had to offer blood from animals, the most important sacrifice being Pasca or 'Passover': 
the lamb was slain and the blood put on the door lintels with a hyssop branch (Ex. 12). “Indeed, 
under the law almost everything was purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood  
there is no forgiveness of sins,” the author of Hebrews informs us.  (9: 22) Most ancient religions 
demanded sacrifice and particularly 'blood' for the gods. There is something innate in humanity 
that desires to offer sacrifice, and the greater the sacrifice the greater the benefit. Thus, many pa-
gan religions called for human sacrifice (Celts, Aztecs, Phoenicians, worshipers of Molech…). But 
what could be greater than a god’s own sacrifice? Nothing. “For if the sprinkling… with the blood 
of goats and bulls… sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of 
Christ...purify your conscience from dead works...!” (Heb. 9: 13-14)  

We participate in the sacrifice of Jesus at each and every Mass: “The chalice of benediction 
which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?” St Paul asks. (1 Cor. 10:16).  This 
is the chalice “of the new covenant… which shall be shed for you and for many unto the remission 
of sins.”  This Blood, this wellspring of salvation, has been entrusted to the Church, His Bride.   
We, as members of the Mystical Body of Christ, come to Mass to receive and participate in this  
sacrifice: we offer ourselves, in union with Christ, whose blood drowns our sins. 

Let us look closer at the image of the Lamb, that Monica Chenet, painted on our lovely  
Easter Candle. This lamb, a symbol of Jesus standing before the throne of God, is both victorious 
and wounded (blood pours out from it's side).  This Lamb had conquered and out of His Heart 
flow rivers of living water (Is. 44).  His blood pouring forth on Calvary can transform us into  
a garden, fragrant with the spices of virtue and the flowers of good works (Song 4:12-15).  His 
Blood is Life. 
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Another symbol of Jesus's blood is the traditional Medieval image of Christ as the pelican, 
recently restored above our tabernacle on the high altar. Although not scientifically true, the  
pelican was believed to feed its young with its own flesh if there was no food to be found. Similarly, 
Christ feeds us with His own Flesh and Blood because “unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink His blood, you shall not have life in you.” (Jn. 6:53). We are His little sparrows that He 
feeds and protects and loves and cherishes! 

For me personally, the Sacred Heart and the Precious Blood are the same. The Heart is  
the organ of the Blood, pumping it through the Mystical Body in the same way it pumped through 
the physical Body of Jesus.  This heart with its blood is substantially present in the Eucharist and 
Precious Blood each Sunday.  They are at the heart of the Christian life.  I remember  when my 
mother first read to us about Jesus' blood from the Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Gueranger, 
O.S.B.  For the feast of the Circumcision (Jan. 1, in the old calendar), the Benedictine abbot talks 
about Christ’s first shedding of His Blood.  Our Lord, as both God and man, chose to submit to  
the Old Law, to circumcision.  He chose, in His eagerness for our salvation, to begin His Passion 
(in a sense) while yet an infant! These first drops of His Blood were a token of His future sacri-
fice.  For me, it made the love of God a more poignant reality: His eagerness for my salvation could 
not be hindered even by His infancy!  

“Let us fix our gaze on the Blood of Christ and realize how truly precious It is," said Pope St. 
Clement I.  Most Precious Blood of Jesus, have mercy on us! 
 
-Analisa Redmond, Parishioner, Wyoming Catholic grad., St. Augustine's Tutor. 

Blessed 4th of July!!!  -Fr Tom 
 
Dear parishioners,  
 
We are so blessed to live in a country founded on democratic principles where we still enjoy  
a reasonable amount of religious and other freedoms! I remember growing up in Communist  
Poland, as a young boy, being made to attend a May 1st  pep rally, with red flags, and Communist 
speakers!  Let us pray for our nation, and for the courage to always stand for freedom and truth  
in Jesus, no matter what the future holds!  A Parish Update: we’ve hired some seasonal help:  
Bernadette (Bernie) Remski is wonderfully restoring many little projects around the church,  
during the year she studies Graphic Design at EMU. Genna Negri, recent St. Augustine’s grad., 
helps Debbie in the office once a week.  Our maintenance man, Ron Fuller, finally returned to 
work!!! Only to find a two month back log of projects!!!  Let’s wish him continued recovery and 
many happy days!  I have heard from a permanent deacon willing to help our parish: Deacon  
Steve Thomashefski. Currently at St John’s in Ypsilanti, he would assist with preaching on  
occasion and perhaps other tasks.  Dcn Steve was ordained for Christ the King in Ann Arbor, 
worked with Fr Bob at St John’s, and has been involved for many years with Renewal Ministries: 
travelling as an Evangelist to foreign countries.  He is 72 years old and brings with him wisdom 
and experience.  Please welcome him next Sunday, which will be his first preaching engagement 
at OSP. 
 
Ite ad Joseph, 
Fr Tom 



 

 

 

TO PRAY IS TO LOVE 
• Please pray for those in 
need, including:   
Patricia Fuller, John 
LaRock Sr., Phil Rutledge, 
Sandra Adams, Pete 
Siebertz, Jim Stephensen, 
Mason Rutledge, Ron 
Fuller, Wayne DeForest, 
Ann Mary “Nancy” Phillips, 
Katie Hutton, Betsy & 
Charlie Rodgers, Pam  
Wiitala, Emma Thompson, 
Bryan Eaton, Phillip  
Campbell Sr., Paul  
Massimilla, Magdalene 
Trabanino, Clara Peterson, 

Teri Kuzniar, John LaRock 
Jr., Glenn Klecker, Alice 
Walsh, Henrik Wayne  
Sidwell, Ginny Kolander, 
Carla Pariseau, Yvonne 
Wardle 
  
 

 

• Pray for vocations to  
the priesthood and  
religious life.  
 
 
 
 

 • Please pray for those  
in the military, including:  
Tony Phillips, Anthony 
Darket, Samuel Chase 
Johnson, William Godfrey, 
Bill Lott, Mike Nelson, 
Frank Snaith, Allan  
Fletcher, Mike Porter,  
Aerik LaFave 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
TUE 7:00    

 
WED 8:30   

 
THU 8:30  

 
FRI 8:30    

 
SAT 4:00 

 
SUN 8:00 

 
10:30 

 
12:30 

 
 
 

 

Elaine von Berge 
 
Tim Green 
 
Kate O’Connor 
 
Fr. John Riccardo 
 
Fr. Paul Megge 
 
Tom    & Trish Dawson 
 
Parishioners 
 
Johannas & Adelaide 
von Bulow 
 

Your Legacy to the Church 
 

Imagine a gift that gives forever. That’s exactly what a bequest in your will  
or making the parish the beneficiary of a life insurance policy can do for  
Old St. Pat's.  Please consider supporting our parish  
in your plans, the Catholic Foundation can help you  
setup such a gift, please contact them at  
517-253-8787 or  
legacygiving@dioceseoflansing.org 

Interested in Becoming Catholic? 
 

Attention OSP Parishioners, RCIA is starting this September! If 
you know of anyone who  is thinking of converting to the Catholic 
Faith or simply interested in learning more about the Church, 
please have them contact the parish office at 734-662-8141.    

JOIN US FOR 

DONUT SUNDAY 
 JULY 18th 

 

AFTER BOTH MORNING MASSES 

IN THE PARISH HALL 

mailto:legacygiving@dioceseoflansing.org


 

 

ST. PATRICK PARISH CALENDAR 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30PM - 6:40PM 
Saturday 2:30PM or by appointment; Don’t  
hesitate to call for an appointment! 
 

Weekend Schedule for Holy Mass 
Saturday 4:00PM 
Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM 
 

EF/TLM Latin Mass 
2nd Sunday of Month 12:30pm 
 

Weekday Schedule for Holy Mass 
Tuesday 7:00PM 
Wed. & Fri. 8:15AM School Year, 8:30AM Summer 

Thur. 8:30AM 
First Saturdays 9:00AM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration of Our Lord 
Tuesday 5:30PM– 6:45PM 
First Friday 7:00PM– Saturday 8:45AM 
  

Baptisms 
Contact Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, 734-426-

1070 or email fjpapp@umich.edu to arrange  

a preparation class and Baptism date.  
Marriages 
Arrangements are to be made at least nine 
months prior to the wedding. 
Funerals  
Funeral arrangements are made by  
contacting the parish office. 
Parish Registration 
Contact the office for a registration form. 
  

Office hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Office: 734-662-8141 
Emergency: 734-663-1851 
Address: 5671 Whitmore Lake Rd,  
Ann Arbor,  48105 
Website: www.stpatricka2.org 
E-mail: info@stpatricka2.org 
  

Pastor 
Fr. Thomas Wasilewski (#24) 
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
 

Deacon 
Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, fjpapp@umich.edu 
 

Parish Secretary 
Debbie Welch (#21) debbie@stpatricka2.org 
RCIA 
Contact Father Tom   
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Contact Parish Office 
Youth Minister 
Rose Deemer youth@stpatricka2.org 
Organist: Jun Bernier, info@stpatricka2.org 
Choir Director:  
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez,  
ernestodetroit@gmail.com 
Facilities and Maintenance Manager 
Ron Fuller, rfuller@stpatricka2.org 
Dog In Residence:  Chesterton AKA “Chester”  
Knights of Columbus Council 10963 
Paul Malocha , GK10963@mikofc.org  
Ladies of St. Brigid of Ireland 
Nancy Keough, nkeough@mac.com 
Altar Server Coordinator 
Jennifer Holody, ospaltarservers@gmail.com 
Prayer Requests 
ospintentions@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Bulletin announcements must be submitted in 
writing to bulletin@stpatricka2.org by Monday at 
noon and will be edited at the discretion of the 
editor or pastor. 
  

 

OLD ST. PATRICK 
PARISH DIRECTORY SUNDAY, July 4 

Independence Day 

8:00 Mass 

10:30 Mass 
 

MONDAY, July 5 

Parish Office Closed 
 

TUESDAY, July 6 

5:30 Adoration and Confession 

7:00 Mass 
 

WEDNESDAY, July 7 

8:30 Mass 

 

THURSDAY, July 8 

8:30 Mass 
 

FRIDAY, July 9 

8:30 Mass 
 

SATURDAY, July 10 

2:30 Confession 

4:00 Mass 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 

 

 

SATURDAY 4:00/July 10 
P. Zachmann 
J. Shurtliff  
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00/July 11 
A. Hehmann 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:30/July 11 
J.P. Deemer 
B. Deemer 
F. Deemer 

Congratulations to our Council 10963 new officers who will begin 
their service in July. Our new Grand Knight is Paul Malocha and 
Deputy Grand Knight is Vince Brighton.  Thanks to past Grand 
Knight Andrew Fox for faithfully guiding us the past couple years.   
 
On June 9th at the 4th Degree Tribute Banquet, John 
LaRock received the award "4th Degree Sir Knight of 
the Year".  As an honored member of the 4th Degree, 
he fully participated in all Honor Guard Events and 
Assembly Meetings helping the Assembly to meet its 
goals.  Congratulations John. 
 

Did you know?  The Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus  
focuses on the principle of patriotism, and embodies the fact that one 
can be a faithful Catholic and also be a faithful citizen. Members  
admitted to this degree have the special honor of holding the title 
"Sir Knight," participating in color and honor guards and organizing 
programs that promote Catholic citizenship. On this Independence 
Day we are grateful to our Father for His blessings on our country.  

 

Attention Men of OSP:  Answer the call!  Join our Knights Council 
10963 www.kofc.org today.  Get one year free online membership 
with promo code MCGIVNEY2020.  

Did you hear 

the joke about 

the Liberty Bell? 

 

 

 

 

It cracked me up! 



September 14-17, 2021 

Join John and Marjorie Jeter (OSP Parishioners) and family and 
friends on a pilgrimage to visit Catholic Wisconsin! Visit the Basilica 
of St. Josaphat; Holy Hill - Basilica and National Shrine of Mary Help 

of Christians; The National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help; and  
National Shrine of St. Joseph at St. Norbert College. To learn more  
or to register online visit www.ctscentral.net or our parish website. 

Rachel’s Vineyard 
Rachel's Vineyard is a place to renew, 
rebuild, and redeem hearts broken by 
abortion. Weekend retreats offer you  
a supportive, confidential, and non-
judgmental environment where women 
and men can express, release and  
reconcile painful post-abortive emo-
tions to begin the process of restora-
tion, renewal, and healing. Upcoming 
weekends are: July 9-11, 2021  
Contact - Beth Bauer 734-879-0427 
Email: toheal4give@outlook.com or 
rachelsvineyard.org 

 
Save the Date & Join Us! 
The kickoff meeting for the OSP  
Pro-Life Committee will be Thurs-
day, August 5 at 7pm. Come join us as 
we pray, initiate and organize pro-life 
activities within our parish.  
 
 
 



Married in the Church 
Congratulations! 

 

Deric & Lisa Dropulich 

Lux Aeterna Organ and 
Soloist Concert 

It was a 
beautiful 
evening 

of  sacred 
music! 

If you would like to listen to  
the concert the link can be 
found on the Old St. Patrick 
Catholic Church Facebook  
page.  


