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Dante Alighieri’s Commedia is, in the 
view of many, the greatest poem in the 
history of literature. That alone should 
recommend it to people of our day,  
except that we are in the habit of over-
looking what is old. It has been 700 years 
since Dante’s death in September 1321. 
We now have automobiles, televisions  
and computers. We have come a long  
way. What could that long-dead  
Florentine say for us today? 

A thousand things — but I will choose 
one. We are going somewhere, and the 
journey we are on is not in our choice. 
Sure, we can choose wrong and fail to 
complete it. But the destination, and the 
means for arrival, are not up to us. The 
destination is to behold God and to  
delight in his glory. And Christ alone is 
the way. 

Let us look closely at the first lines of the poem: 

Midway upon the journey of our life 
I found myself in a dark wilderness, 
for I had wandered from the straight and true. 

This is not just Dante’s way of seizing our attention. Every word counts. He does not say my life.  
It is our life. Dante stands for each person and for all of us together. The Italian word I’ve translated  
as journey is cammino, and it suggests a pilgrimage, as in the beloved Camino de Santiago, the  
pilgrimage to the shrine of St. James in Compostela. No one is merely alone on a medieval pilgrim-
age. Even if you set out by yourself, you will be with fellow pilgrims; you will pray together and hear 
Mass along the way. And if you make it home, you will bring back memories to share with those you 
love. 

Now, Dante says that he was midway upon the journey, and again he wants to be understood  
precisely. The typical lifespan for man, after the flood, is “three score years and ten” or 70  
(cf. Ps 90:10). This means Dante was 35 when the narrative takes place, and since he was born in 
1265, his imagined journey to the hereafter occurred in 1300. That year is important to him for  
personal and historical reasons, but there’s more. Dante did not make up his first line from his own 
head. He is echoing Scripture in a powerful way — especially powerful for us now, when we seem to 
have lost any sense that we are going anywhere at all. 

Where Are You Going? 

By Anthony Esolen  

Dante reminds us that our lives have a destination — and  
it is Love 

 

Dante wanders lost and alone in “a dark wilderness” at the beginning  
of the Inferno in a colorized engraving by Gustave Doré.  
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The scene is this. The good king Hezekiah fell ill, and the prophet Isaiah came to him to tell him to 
settle his house affairs, because he would surely die. But Hezekiah wept and prayed to God, saying, 
“Lord, remember, I beg you, how I have walked before you in truth and a perfect heart, and did what 
was good in your eyes” (Is 38:3). 

The Lord heard Hezekiah’s prayer and sent Isaiah to him again to say that he would live another 15 
years. As a sign, God made the shadow of the sundial go backwards 10 degrees. Then Hezekiah burst 
out in a song of thanksgiving, beginning, “In the middle of my days I went down to the gates of 
hell” (Is 38:10). And that is precisely what Dante the pilgrim is about to do. We will soon see those 
very gates, and the terrible final line of their inscription: “Abandon all hope, you who enter here.” 

But there is even more. The poetry is Christian, and that gives the poet the means to concentrate 
worlds of meaning into a single line because everything in Scripture shines light on everything else; 
when we go to Mass or pray the Divine Office, we dwell in the light of many centuries of meditation 
upon the word of God. 

The song of Hezekiah was important for the liturgy, as Dante expected his readers to know. We hear 
it in the Offce of the Dead, but more important than that, we hear it in the Tenebrae service for Holy 
Saturday. The words of Hezekiah are sung then as if they were spoken by Jesus: “In the middle of  
my days I went down to the gates of hell.” But Jesus took that realm by storm. He “led captivity  
captive” (Eph 4:8). Dante has set his journey — from the wilds of sin and captivity of hell to freedom, 
through the gift of grace — in the context of the Easter Triduum. He is about to hear, says his guide 
Virgil, “the groans of hopeless men,” those who have lost the good for which man was made. But on 
the morning of the third day, he is going to leave that cramped hole of futility, “to see, once more, the 
stars.” 

Christ makes it possible for the lost to come home — to be with God. I have focused on the dark  
onset, but the poem is a Comedy, not a Tragedy. The Christian vision is comic: It begins with the fall 
of Adam, but it ends in glory. Thus is Dante’s poem a work of love. It is inspired by love, its energy is 
love, and its destination is love. Were it not for the love of the beautiful Beatrice, Dante’s beloved — 
and of the blessed Mother who moved her — Dante would have remained lost in sin and confusion. 
As we move from the dark Inferno to the sunlit slopes of Purgatory mountain to the light-filled 
realms of Paradise, we learn what love is, and we beg its power to enter our souls. So will Dante  
describe his own poetry: 

I’m one who takes the pen 
when Love breathes wisdom into me, and go 
finding the signs for what He speaks within. 

Then let us take him as our guide, who wants us to join him in the light of “the Love that moves the 
sun and the other stars.” 

ANTHONY ESOLEN is a professor of English and writer-in-residence at Magdalen College of the Liberal Arts 
in Warner, N.H. His many publications include a translation of Dante’s Divine Comedy (Random House, 
Modern Library).  

This article appeared in the September 2021 issue of Columbia magazine and  
is reprinted with permission of the Knights of Columbus, New Haven, Conn.  

Join the world’s largest Dante reading group! 

100daysofdante.com 
Learn from teachers who know and love Dante well. 



 

 

TO PRAY IS TO LOVE 
• Please pray for those in 
need, including:   
Patricia Fuller, John 
LaRock Sr., Phil Rutledge, 
Sandra Adams, Pete 
Siebertz, Jim Stephensen, 
Mason Rutledge, Ron 
Fuller, Wayne DeForest, 
Ann Mary “Nancy” Phillips, 
Katie Hutton, Betsy & 
Charlie Rodgers, Pam  
Wiitala, Emma Thompson, 
Bryan Eaton, Phillip  
Campbell Sr., Paul  
Massimilla, Magdalene 
Trabanino, Clara Peterson, 

Teri Kuzniar, John LaRock 
Jr., Glenn Klecker, Alice 
Walsh, Henrik Wayne  
Sidwell, Ginny Kolander, 
Carla Pariseau, Yvonne 
Wardle, Laurine Meeker 
  
 

 

• Pray for vocations to  
the priesthood and  
religious life.  
 
 
 
 

 • Please pray for those  
in the military, including:  
Tony Phillips, Anthony 
Darket, Samuel Chase 
Johnson, William Godfrey, 
Bill Lott, Mike Nelson, 
Frank Snaith, Allan  
Fletcher, Mike Porter,  
Aerik LaFave, Chas Carter 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

TUE 7:00    
 

WED     
 

THU     
 

FRI 8:15    
 

SAT 4:00 
 

SUN 8:00 
 

10:30 
 

12:30 
 

 

 
Jennifer Lyn-Haire 
 
Stephen Breslin 
 
Dcn. Rogelio Alfaro 
 
Stephen Follbaum 
 
Parishioners 
 
Lois Roth 
 
Conner Lennon 
 
Michael & Krista 
Wright 

Married Couples Nights– This Friday! 
 

Treat yourselves to a fun night of fellowship, prayer, teach-
ing, and dinner with other married couples! We meet 
monthly, on second Fridays, for fun and to support each  
other in the married vocation! Bring your kids to a holy half 
hour at 6pm, then go over for potluck dinner at the parish 
hall, followed by a video and discussion from the "Epic  
Intimacy" series featuring great Catholic couples speak-
ers. Our next night is: Friday, October 8th, 5:45-8:45pm at 
Old St. Patrick Parish Hall. Babysitting will be provided 
(with a $5 donation requested).  
 
For more details and to RSVP 
contact Meredith Tyler at meredithdunlevy@gmail.com 



 

 

ST. PATRICK PARISH CALENDAR 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30PM - 6:40PM 
Saturday 2:30PM or by appointment; Don’t  
hesitate to call for an appointment! 
 

Weekend Schedule for Holy Mass 
Saturday 4:00PM 
Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM 
 

TLM Latin Mass 
2nd Sunday of Month 12:30pm 
 

Weekday Schedule for Holy Mass 
Tuesday 7:00PM 
Wed. & Fri. 8:15AM School Year, 8:30AM Summer 

Thur. 8:30AM 
First Saturdays 9:00AM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration of Our Lord 
Tuesday 5:30PM– 6:45PM 
First Friday 7:00PM– Saturday 8:45AM 
  

Baptisms 
Contact Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, 734-426-

1070 or email fjpapp@umich.edu to arrange  

a preparation class and Baptism date.  
Marriages 
Arrangements are to be made at least nine 
months prior to the wedding. 
Funerals  
Funeral arrangements are made by  
contacting the parish office. 
Parish Registration 
Contact the office for a registration form. 
  

Office hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
Office: 734-662-8141 
Emergency: 734-663-1851 
Address: 5671 Whitmore Lake Rd,  
Ann Arbor,  48105 
Website: www.stpatricka2.org 
E-mail: info@stpatricka2.org 
  

Pastor 
Fr. Thomas Wasilewski (#24) 
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
 

Deacon 
Dcn. Frank-Joseph Papp, fjpapp@umich.edu 
 

Parish Secretary 
Debbie Welch (#21) debbie@stpatricka2.org 
RCIA 
Contact Father Tom   
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
Analisa Redmond 
Analisa@stpatricka2.org 
Youth Minister 
Annika Van Camp 
youth@stpatricka2.org 
Organist: Jun Bernier, info@stpatricka2.org 
Choir Director:  
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez,  
ernestodetroit@gmail.com 
Facilities and Maintenance Manager 
Ron Fuller, rfuller@stpatricka2.org 
Dog In Residence:  Chesterton AKA “Chester”  
Knights of Columbus Council 10963 
Paul Malocha, GK10963@mikofc.org  
Ladies of St. Brigid of Ireland 
Nancy Keough, nkeough@mac.com 
Altar Server Coordinator 
Jennifer Holody, ospaltarservers@gmail.com 
Prayer Requests 
ospintentions@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Bulletin announcements must be submitted in 
writing to bulletin@stpatricka2.org by Monday at 
noon and will be edited at the discretion of the 
editor and/or pastor. 
  

OLD ST. PATRICK 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

SUNDAY, October 3 

8:00 Mass 

9:15 Religious Education 

10:30 Mass 

11:30 Outdoor Rosary for Life 

6:30 Youth Group  
 

MONDAY, October 4 

6:00 Pet Blessing 

7:00 RCIA 

 

TUESDAY, October 5 

5:30 Confessions & 7:00 Mass 

WEDNESDAY, October 6 

8:15 Mass 

 

THURSDAY, October 7 

8:30 Mass 

6:30 American Heritage Girls 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

 

FRIDAY, October 8 

8:15 Mass 

6:00 Married Couples Night 
 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

IN SERVICE TO ONE, IN SERVICE TO ALL 

 

SATURDAY 4:00/Oct 9 
P. Zachmann 
P. Zachmann 
 
 

SUNDAY 8:00/Oct 10 
A. Hehmann 
 
 

SUNDAY 10:30/Oct 10 
S. Breen 
N. Holody 
J. Holody  

*Our September Scrap Metal Drive 
was a success! Thanks to your dona-
tions Knight Eric Strauss delivered 
over $700 worth of scrap to be recy-
cled. Our fundraisers are used to 
support worthy organizations that 
align with theKnights mission.  For  
example, in the past year we have 
made local donations to  Ave Maria 
Radio, Family Life Services, Guada-
lupe Workers, St. Louis Center,  Ann 
Arbor 40 Days for Life and helped 
with the purchase of new wall 
bells to announce the start of Mass. 
 
*Thanks to Grand Knight Paul 
Malocha, Steve Willacker, Matt and 
Gene Wierzgac who served as street 
marshals at the kickoff 40 Days for 
Life Jericho March.  If you would like 
to help in any of the upcoming Sun-
day Jericho Marches contact Eric 
Strauss at 248-912-2165. Eric is also 
on the parish pro-life committee and 
will be keeping us informed of their 
activities.  
 
 

*Welcome to our newest Knight 
Deric Dropulich who was exempli-
fied to the third degree on Septem-
ber 23.  
 
*Attention Knights: We will be need-
ing your help at our next Pancake 
Breakfast planned for October 
17.  Watch for an email with a Sign 
Up Genius link.  To stay in the loop 
keep us updated with any changes of 
email, phone or address by notifying 
our Financial Secretary Mike Laird 
at FS10963@mikofc.org  
 
*Come to our monthly fellowship 
Beads and Brew at the fire pit on the 
last Friday evening of each month 
beginning at 7:00 PM. Inclement 
weather and winter will move us  
inside to the social hall. 

Join our Knights Council 10963 
www.kofc.org today.  Get one year 

free online membership with  
promo code MCGIVNEY2020.  

With all the pumpkins 
around, fall is  

definitely the most  
gourd-geous season! 

mailto:FS10963@mikofc.org


Come join in on the fun! Youth group meets every Sunday 

from 6:30-8:30 pm, come for board games, snacks, and 

fellowship followed by a talk and a few minutes to pray. 

For the next few weeks, we will be learning about different 

ways to pray and deepen our relationship with God.    

Coming up on October 22nd, a Martyr's Rave!  There will 

be snacks, music, and a costume contest so come dressed 

as your favorite Martyr (or Saint!).  I am making a playlist 

so email any song suggestions to youth@stpatricka2.org  

 

      Annika Van Camp 

Old St. Pat’s Outdoor 
Rosary For Life 

 

Join your fellow parishioners 
after the 10:30 Mass TODAY to 
pray a rosary for life in the grass 
area outside of church. Donuts 
and cider will be shared after the 
rosary. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Life Chain 2021 
Be the connection between crisis 
and care.  TODAY Sunday,  
October 3, 2-3pm.  Corner of 
Washtenaw and Huron Park-
way. Join us to help women 
dealing with crisis pregnancies, 
discover the great support avail-
able locally. Visit  plan2pray.org 
for more info. 

Red Mass  
Tuesday, Oct. 5, 5:15pm  
St. Mary Cathedral, Lansing  
Dinner reception to follow. All  
judges, lawyers, law students, 
and interested persons invited. 
To reserve a spot, contact Diane 
Arzberger 517-402-1562 or  
lclguild@gmail.com. RSVP  
deadline is Oct. 3rd. 



Knights of Columbus 
Pancake Breakfast 

100 Days  
of Dante 

 

Join Fr. Tom in reading Dante’s Divine  
Comedy at 100daysofdante.com This incredi-

ble online reading group started Sept 8th,  
but you can easily catch up or go your own 
pace. The group reads three cantos a week 

and watches short videos from great teachers 
who know and love Dante!  

Join Fr. Tom with Chester TOMORROW, Monday, October 
4th, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, for a Blessing of Animals 
from the Rituale Romanum. Please gather pets and animals 
(caged or on leash) just outside the Church at 6pm. All crea-
tures welcome! 

Blessing of Pets  
Monday, Oct. 4th 6pm 

Sunday, October 17th is our Knights of Columbus Pancake  
Breakfast fundraiser. Breakfast will be served after the 
8am and 10:30am Masses. Proceeds from this breakfast  
will help to support the purchase of Ultrasound  
Machines for three Pregnancy Help Centers.  
 

Please signup to help with the breakfast at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 

10C0F4AAEAF2AA7F49-pancake2 

Pro Life Witness Stories 
The Pro Life Committee at OSP invites you to hear several short stories from parish-
ioners who have prayed at Planned Parenthood!  Enjoy your pancakes while hearing 
about their inspiring witness to Life during this Respect for Life Month! 

Seminary  
Halloween Candy 
Collection 

Please donate bagfuls of candy to support 
Sacred Heart Seminary's Halloween Minis-
try!  Michael Hess, seminarian, will pick  
up all candy at the end of October, and 
seminarians will give it out to hundreds of 
inner-city trick-or-treaters on Halloween. 
Drop off candy in the big box in front of  
St. Joseph altar.  Thank you! 


