
Dear Rising Fifth Grader,
Congratulations on finishing 4th grade.  I hope you’re excited to be making the big move to Grade 5!
I’m looking forward to a year of fun and learning next year, and I know you will be amazing fifth
graders!

Most of you are already on the Future Fifth Graders Google Classroom page.  If you are new to the
school, please join our Future 5th Graders Google Classroom by following this link
https://classroom.google.com/c/NTMzMzg2NjA2ODAx?cjc=wxgqzbn or join by using the
Classroom Code wxgqzbn

The required summer reading book for students entering Grade 5 is Gregor the Overlander by
Suzanne Collins.  This book should be read close to the start of the school year as we will be working
on skill and comprehension activities related to the book starting in September.  Please remember
that your first-trimester grade will be based on the reading of this book, so a careful read is
important.

In this packet, you will find a novel guide that should be completed by September 12.

Also, check into your local library and sign up for some of the reading challenges they offer.  It’s
totally optional, but it can make summer reading a little more exciting!   See the following websites
for more information from local libraries

https://miltonlibrary.org/youth/summer-reading/
https://www.bpl.org/youth-summer-reading/
https://www.quincylibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Library-Program-Guide-Summer-22-1.pd
f

However you spend your summer, make sure to have fun and make happy memories with your
friends and families.  Rest up, stay safe, and come back in September ready and refreshed for 5th
grade.

Best wishes for a wonderful summer,
Mrs. Smith

https://classroom.google.com/c/NTMzMzg2NjA2ODAx?cjc=wxgqzbn
https://miltonlibrary.org/youth/summer-reading/
https://www.bpl.org/youth-summer-reading/
https://www.quincylibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Library-Program-Guide-Summer-22-1.pdf
https://www.quincylibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Library-Program-Guide-Summer-22-1.pdf


Gregor the Overlander
Required Reading for all Rising 5th Graders

There are two ways to complete this novel guide:

1. You can find a digital copy on the Future 5th Graders Google
Classroom and answer your questions on the Google Doc.

2. You can also print out this novel guide and answer the questions
on paper. Be sure to bring this completed Study  Guide back to
school with you in September.

Story Elements

Time – When does the story take place?

Place – Where does the story take place?

Point of view – Who is telling the story?

Protagonist- Who is the main character?

Antagonist(s) – Who are the bad guys?



Characters - Write a brief description of each of these characters.

Gregor

Boots

Luxa

Aurora

Henry

Ares

Vikus

King Gorger

Temp

Tick

Ripred

Gox

Queen Wevox



Comprehension – Answer the following questions as you complete
each section of the novel.

Part One:

1. What allowed Boots and Gregor to arrive safely in the Underland?

2. Who originally led the Underlanders to their current location?

3. What did Vikus show Gregor that made his heart stop?

4. Why do the Underlanders have pale skin and violet eyes?

5. How was Gregor planning to escape Regalia?

6. Why was it important for Boots and Gregor to be bathed and given fresh clothes?

Part Two:

1. Why do the rats hate the Overlanders so deeply?

2. Who is the king of the rats?

3. Who is the queen of the bats?

4. Why did Luxa cut her hair?

5. What has happened to both Luxa and Henry to cause them to be less kind than

they were as children?

6. Why do Vikus and Solovet go back to Regalia?



Part Three:

1. What unusual ability do the rats of the Underland have?

2. What ability do the rats wish they had?

3. How did Gregor save Ares?

4. In the Prophecy of Gray, who are the hopeless?

5. Why does Henry betray the group?

6. Name two traitors in the story.

Extended Response - Answer these questions after you have finished the book.
Please use full and complete sentences.

1.  Talk about Gregor's personality. Of all his character traits, which do you find most
admirable? Could he be your friend? Why?

2. How does Gregor's relationship with Luxa change over the course of the novel?

3. Giant cockroaches, rats, and bats inhabit the Underland. Gregor is scared but
keeps his cool. How would you react if you were staring down into the face of a
four-foot cockroach?



4. Despite the great perils, Gregor insists on taking Boots with him on the quest. He
recalls what his  mother once said to him, "Stay together." Do you think his mother
would have wanted him to put  Boots in that kind of danger?  Was there ever a time
when you followed something your parents said and it got you into trouble in school
or at home? or Was there a time when you did what your parents told you and it
paid off?


