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Rising Grade 6 Students

Required Reading:

I am Malala: Young 

Reader’s Edition

Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan 

transformed by terrorism, Malala Yousafzai was taught 

to stand up for what she believes. So she fought for 

her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she 

nearly lost her life for the cause: 

Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful 

protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize 

winner. In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling 

memoir, which has been reimagined specifically for a 

younger audience and includes exclusive photos and 

material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a 

girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to 

change the world -- and did.

Optional List - Select One :

This link provides options listed by genre.  Students are expected to 

pick at least ONE from this list to read in ADDITION to I Am Malala 



Rising Grade 7 Students 

Required:

The Boy Who 

Harnessed the 

Wind: Young 

Reader’s Edition 

When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's 

tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's 

crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to 

sell. William began to explore science books in his 

village library, looking for a solution. There, he came up 

with the idea that would change his family's life forever: 

he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and 

old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to 

his home and helped his family pump the water they 

needed to farm the land.

Retold for a younger audience, this exciting memoir 

shows how, even in a desperate situation, one boy's 

brilliant idea can light up the world. Complete with 

photographs, illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring 

readers up to date on William's story, this is the perfect 

edition to read and share with the whole family.

Optional List - Select One :

This link provides options listed by genre.  Students are expected to 

pick at least ONE from this list to read in ADDITION to The Boy who 

Harnessed the Wind



Rising Grade 8 Students

Required:

The Woman All the 

Spies Fear 

Elizebeth Smith Friedman had a rare talent for spotting 

patterns and solving puzzles. These skills led her to 

become one of the top cryptanalysts in America during 

both World War I and World War II.

 

She originally came to code breaking through her love 

for Shakespeare when she was hired by an eccentric 

millionaire to prove that Shakespeare's plays had secret 

messages in them. Within a year, she had learned so 

much about code breaking that she was a star in the 

making. She went on to play a major role decoding 

messages during WWI and WWII and also for the Coast 

Guard's war against smugglers.

 

Elizebeth and her husband, William, became the top 

code-breaking team in the US, and she did it all at a time 

when most women weren't welcome in the workforce.

Amy Butler Greenfield is an award-winning historian and 

novelist who aims to shed light on this female pioneer of 

the STEM community.

Optional List - Select One :

This link provides options listed by genre.  Students are expected to 

pick at least ONE from this list to read in ADDITION to The Boy who 

Harnessed the Wind


