
MEMORIAL CANDLES FOR THE WEEK OF  
 April 12, 2020 

MASS INTENTIONS & DEVOTION 
 

MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED DAILY IN PRIVATE 
and STREAMING LIVE  

 

Saturday, April 4  
Rose Janesh (Family) 
Honey Gentile (Loraine & Gary Solvesky) 
Fred Fisher (Becky) 
Geno Clayton Jr. (Ralph & Jane Genova Jr.) 
Chuck Cartwright Jr. (Janice Kirlik) 
Nancy Hermez (Anna Centofanti) 
Art & Aggie Rabosky (Family) 
Nick Jeswald (Knights of Columbus Council #4471) 
Palm Sunday, April 5 
Sally Dascenzo (Family) 
Monday, April 6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Rosemarie Mangie (Amelia Zaluski) 
Tuesday, April 7 
James Long (Kris Hetzel) 
Wednesday, April 8 
Helen Martinko (Mary Donna & Dick Nelson) 

HOLY WEEK LIVE STREAMING SCHEDULE  
Holy Thursday, April 9  - 6 PM Mass 
 Adoration after Mass for 30 minutes 
Living & Deceased of Christ Our Savior Parish 
Good Friday, April 10 
 Stations of the Cross  -  Noon 
 Good Friday Service  -  3 PM  
Holy Saturday, April 11  Easter Vigil  -  8 PM 
Living & Deceased of Christ Our Savior Parish 
Easter Sunday, April 12  -  10 AM Mass 
Living & Deceased of Christ Our Savior Parish 

Rogers Family (Margie Ever ly) SN 
 

Joseph Kollar (Frank & Michele Speziale) SN 
 

Catherine Cvengros (Dor is Almasy) HT  

Pray for Our Sick: Grace Pape, Donna Leone, 
Blake Doss, Marcia Styranec, Robert Arnoto, 
Regina Graygo, Julia Skalada, Robert Skalada, Tom 
Kolat, Wendy Pakalnis, Jeannette Rusu,  Michael 
Lombard, Linda Agnew, Heather Hanlon, Carmella Bokros, 
Hannah Tringhese, Tom Wasko, Dominic Lippillo Jr., Kathy 
Tomko, Ulisse Sevi, Eleanor Sandy, Anna Leenheer, Loretta 
Cioci, James Marco, Barb, Tony & Family, Helen Runyon, 
Irene Parker, Betty Campbell, Theresa Margala, Mary Ann 
Colaneri, Blake Wilson, Ron Slaven, Stephana Liptak, Julie 
Balestra, Michael Yemma. 
 

Our Sick and Homebound: Christine Peluso Kinsley & 
Rose Maizel. 
 

For those in Nursing Homes: Dorothy Petro, Patricia 
Watt, Audrey Slanina, Mary Brenner, Theresa Pitlik, Marie 
Anos, John Myers, Don Micenjko. 

OUR RETURN TO GOD FOR BLESSINGS  
 
 

         Envelopes      Online Giving 
March 22nd Collection:   $3,860.00 
 

March 29th Collection:   $5,230.00           $1,405.00 
Easter Flowers:     $110.00 
 

Budget $12,500.00       

 

Safely Home  
Please remember in your prayers  

the soul and family of 
Thomas Vasvari 

Palm Sunday                                                                                                                                   April 5, 2020_                                  

2020 ANNUAL BISHOP’S APPEAL: Our parish recently joined 
with parishes throughout the Diocese of Youngstown in making 
a commitment to the 2020 Annual Bishop’s Appeal. Our parish 
goal is 100% participation. The Appeal is the primary funding 
source for Catholic Charities in our six-county diocese and 
helps to support various Church ministries including Religious 
Education, Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Bishop Murry is 
counting on our support of the 2020 Annual Bishop’s Appeal. It 
is his fervent hope that every parish will reach their goal. Thank 
you to those members of our parish who have already 
responded. If you did not receive a Bishop’s Appeal envelope in 
the mail please pick one up at the entrances of the church. If 
you have not yet responded, please take some time to review 
the envelope or response card and prayerfully consider how you 

can participate: PRAY, DONATE, VOLUNTEER. Thank you for 
your prayerful reflection and generous response.  

The following groups will NOT meet until further notice: 
 

 Parish Council & Finance Council 
 Altar & Rosary Society 
 Knights of Columbus 
 Centering Prayer Group 
 Bible Sharing & Discussion 
 Crochet & Knitting Group 
 AA Meetings 
 Miraculous Medal Novena 
 St. Anthony Novena 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
 

The following events have been CANCELLED: 
 

 All Masses thru Easter Sunday 
 CCD - until further notice 
 All Lenten Activities 
 Fish Fry 
 Stations of the Cross 
 Confessions 
 Community Meal 
 Drive Thru Dinner - until further notice  
 Bingo - until further notice 
 Food Pantry - until further notice 
 Pirohy - until further notice 
 

The Bulletin will not be printed until further notice.  
It will be posted on the parish website @ 
www.cosparish.org 



PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At The Procession With Palms - Gospel  Matthew  21:1-11 
 

When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying 
to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find an ass tethered, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring 
them here to me. And if anyone should say anything to you, reply, ‘The master has need of them.’ Then he will send them at 
once.” This happened so that what had been spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled: Say to daughter Zion, “Behold, your 
king comes to you, meek and riding on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
ordered them. They brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks over them, and he sat upon them. The very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road. The crowds preceding him 
and those following kept crying out and saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
hosanna in the highest.” And when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?” And the crowds 
replied, “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 
FIRST READING      Isaiah 50:4-7 
 

The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them. 
Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those 
who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.  
The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM       Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 
 

R. (2a)  My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads: 
"He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him, let him rescue him, if he loves him." 
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon me;  
They have pierced my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. 
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
They divide my garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots. 
But you, O LORD, be not far from me; O my help, hasten to aid me. 
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise you: 
"You who fear the LORD, praise him; all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; revere him, all you descendants of Israel!" 
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
SECOND READING  Philippians 2:6-11 
 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, 
he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Philippians 2:8-9 
 

Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.  



The Passion of the Lord  Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 
One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand 
him over to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver, and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. 
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to prepare 
for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The teacher says, “My appointed time draws 
near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples.”’” The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared 
the Passover. 
 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you 
will betray me.” Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?” He said in reply, 
“He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of 
him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born.” 
Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” He answered, “You have said so.” 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his disciples said, “Take and eat; this is my 
body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, from now on I shall not drink this fruit of the 
vine until the day when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my Father.” Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you will have your faith in me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed; but after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him in 
reply, “Though all may have their faith in you shaken, mine will never be.” Jesus said to him, “Amen, I say to you, this very night 
before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I should have to die with you, I will not 
deny you.” And all the disciples spoke likewise. 
 

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 
He took along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to feel sorrow and distress. Then he said to them, “My soul is 
sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch with me.” He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, 
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.” When he returned to his disciples he 
found them asleep. He said to Peter, “So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? Watch and pray that you may not 
undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Withdrawing a second time, he prayed again, “My Father, if it is not 
possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be done!” Then he returned once more and found them asleep, 
for they could not keep their eyes open. He left them and withdrew again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing again. 
Then he returned to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand 
when the Son of Man is to be handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a large crowd, with swords and clubs, who had 
come from the chief priests and the elders of the people. His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, saying, “The man I shall kiss 
is the one; arrest him.” Immediately he went over to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and he kissed him. Jesus answered him, 
“Friend, do what you have come for.” Then stepping forward they laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. And behold, one of those 
who accompanied Jesus put his hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said 
to him, “Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot call 
upon my Father and he will not provide me at this moment with more than twelve legions of angels? But then how would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out 
as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize me? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest me. 
But all this has come to pass that the writings of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 
 

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. Peter 
was following him at a distance as far as the high priest’s courtyard, and going inside he sat down with the servants to see the 
outcome. The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, 
but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward who stated, “This man said, ‘I can 
destroy the temple of God and within three days rebuild it.’” The high priest rose and addressed him, “Have you no answer? 
What are these men testifying against you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I order you to tell us under 
oath before the living God whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “You have said so. But I tell 
you: From now on you will see ‘the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power’ and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’” 
Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses? You have now heard 
the blasphemy; what is your opinion?” They said in reply, “He deserves to die!” Then they spat in his face and struck him, 
while some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy for us, Christ: who is it that struck you?” Now Peter was sitting outside in the 
courtyard. One of the maids came over to him and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it in front of 
everyone, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about!” As he went out to the gate, another girl saw him and said to those 
who were there, “This man was with Jesus the Nazorean.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man!” A little later 
the bystanders came over and said to Peter, “Surely you too are one of them; even your speech gives you away.” At that he began 
to curse and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately a cock crowed. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had 
spoken: “Before the cock crows you will deny me three times.” He went out and began to weep bitterly. 
 

When it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. They bound 
him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. 
 
 



Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been condemned, deeply regretted what he had done. He returned the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? 
Look to it yourself.” Flinging the money into the temple, he departed and went off and hanged himself. The chief priests gathered up 
the money, but said, “It is not lawful to deposit this in the temple treasury, for it is the price of blood.” After consultation, they used 
it to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why that field even today is called the Field of Blood. 
Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of a man 
with a price on his head, a price set by some of the Israelites, and they paid it out for the potter’s field just as the Lord had command-
ed me. 
 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and he questioned him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” And when 
he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they 
are testifying against you?” But he did not answer him one word, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner whom they wished. And at that 
time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want me to 
release to you, Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had handed him over. While he was 
still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream to-
day because of him.” The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. 
The governor said to them in reply, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” They answered, Barabbas!” Pilate said to 
them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” But he said, “Why? What evil has he 
done?” They only shouted the louder, “Let him be crucified!” When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. Look 
to it yourselves.” And the whole people said in reply, “His blood be upon us and upon our children.” Then he released Barabbas to 
them, but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped off his 
clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head, and a reed in his 
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat upon him and took the reed and 
kept striking him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and 
led him off to crucify him. 
 

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. 
 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha —which means Place of the Skull —, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. 
But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; then they sat 
down and kept watch over him there. And they placed over his head the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews. Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. Those passing by reviled him, shaking 
their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and 
come down from the cross!” Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said, “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusted in God; let 
him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” The revolutionaries who were crucified with him also 
kept abusing him in the same way. 
 

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Some of the bystanders who 
heard it said, “This one is calling for Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a 
reed, gave it to him to drink. But the rest said, “Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him.” But Jesus cried out again in a loud 
voice, and gave up his spirit. 
 

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, 
and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they en-
tered the holy city and appeared to many. The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly 
when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, “ATruly, this was the Son of God!” There were many wom-
en there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. Among them were Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be handed over. Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it in clean linen 
and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. 
But Mary Magdalene and the other Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb. 
 

The next day, the one following the day of preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we 
remember that this impostor while still alive said, ‘After three days I will be raised up.’ Give orders, then, that the grave be secured 
until the third day, lest his disciples come and steal him and say to the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’ This last impos-
ture would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “The guard is yours; go, secure it as best you can.” So they went and secured 
the tomb by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard. 
 



ST. NICHOLAS SCHOOL NEWS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FACEBOOK: ccd_cos   

PHONE: 330-755-6245 ext. 114 & 104   
EMAIL: jamie.miller@youngstowndiocese.org 

  

CCD:  classes are cancelled until further notice.  
 
We know that this is a difficult time and can be especially 
difficult for our children to understand. There are resources 
available at catechistcafe.weebly.com to help parents talk to 
their children about the coronavirus.   
 
What Children Need to Know  
It is important to reassure children, address their fears, and 
communicate what we believe from a faith perspective. Here 
are some guidelines for how to approach the conversation:  
 

 Keep it truthful. Don’t mislead your child, pass on 
rumors, or make promises that you can’t keep. Don’t tell 
them that they (or you, or grandma) won’t catch COVID-
19. Instead, explain that very few kids get bad symptoms, 
very few people get seriously sick, and that there is 
medical help for those who do. 

 

 Keep it age-appropriate. Share only what is helpful for  
your child at their developmental level. Going beyond that 
will confuse them. Just because you are concerned about 
particular aspects of the crisis doesn’t mean that you have 
to share them with your child.  

 

 Keep it simple. In general, let your  child guide the 
conversation with their own questions and concerns. Don’t 
volunteer too much information or try to be 
comprehensive. Because the crisis is affecting all aspects 
of life and there is ongoing news, it can be easy to talk 
about it all the time and throughout family meals, but this 
can make our children anxious.  

 
 
catechistcafe.weebly.com also has resources to help you and 
your family celebrate the Lenten season.  

 
Saint Nicholas School is taking registrations for the 2020-
2021 school year.  Come and check out what our school has 
to offer: Therapy through Art, Virtual Reality classroom, STEM 
program, and much more. EdChoice Scholarship applications 
will be available April 1st. Students who are attending or would 
be attending an eligible school can apply for the EdChoice 
Scholarship. A list of designated schools can be found on the 
Ohio Department of Education website under EdChoice 
Scholarships. EdChoice Expansion scholarships available 
February 1st to students entering grades Kindergarten through 
12th, are income based and eligible for students from any 
school district. Deadline for the expansion scholarships is April 
15th, 2020. Call the school for more detailed information to 
complete the registration process 330-755-2128. 
 
In light of the Governor’s order Saint Nicholas School will 
be closed until May 1st, 2020.  We will be continuing to 
monitor the situation and update you accordingly.  
 
Cash For Cans – This is for aluminum beverage cans. No 
plastic, glass, newspapers, etc. (Cans cannot be crushed). 
Next pick up is April 14th. This will be the last pick up for the 
school year. Please save your cans over the summer. Thank 
you to all who support the Cash for Cans program. 
 
Saint Nicholas School Mission Statement: Saint Nicholas 
School is a Catholic elementary school, founded in 1928 and 
serving families with students in grades kindergarten through 
eight. The school exists to provide an academically excellent 
Catholic education and promote high standards in behavior and 
respect. Saint Nicholas School serves the church and Struthers 
communities as well as the Mahoning Valley bonded together 
as a family in faith. We are deeply committed to nurturing our 
students through the teaching of the scriptures and promoting 
and modeling of service in accordance to the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 
 The Parish Office is CLOSED to the public until  

  further notice.  

 The office staff is available by phone @  

  330-755-9819 Monday thru Friday 8am - 2pm. 

 The Parish Office will be CLOSED Holy Thursday  

  thru Easter Monday.  

Grocer’s Association  
15th ANNUAL BEER & WINE TASTING 

 
Benefiting the Ursuline Sisters 

 HIV/AIDS Ministry 
Rescheduled for Friday, May 29, 2020 

 

The Youngstown Area Grocers Beer & Wine Tasting will now 
be held on Friday, May 29, 2020. Please note that location and 
time WILL NOT change, (Stambaugh Auditorium, from 6:00 – 
9:00 p.m.), and we are adjusting all the other details with 
vendors and suppliers to ensure that nothing will effect the 
nature of the event. Tickets and sponsorships will still be 
honored, and guests are encouraged to invite others and 
attend on this new date. 







 
9 E. Long Street  Columbus, Ohio 43215  614-224-7147  www.ohiocathconf.org 

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE OF OHIO 
 
 
April 2, 2020    

Catholic Bishops of Ohio Extend Suspension of All Publicly Celebrated Masses/Liturgies   

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Today (April 2, 2020) Governor Mike DeWine extended the executive “Stay at Home Order” to continue to curb the spread of 
the Coronavirus in the State of Ohio. Out of deep concern for the common good, as well as the physical and spiritual well-being 
of all the people of Ohio, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio have agreed once again to cooperate with the governor’s direction. 

To that end, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio extend the temporary suspension of all publicly celebrated Masses/liturgies at least 
through and including Sunday May 3rd. The Bishops of Ohio dispense the Catholic faithful who reside in their respective 
dioceses and all other Catholics currently in Ohio from the obligation of attending Sunday Mass during this time period. 

This decision has not been taken lightly and, as your bishops, together with you, we recognize the sacrifice we are called to 
make by being physically distanced from the Holy Eucharist and from one another. 

Trusting in the graces flowing from the celebration of the passion, death and resurrection of Our Lord, we remain mindful of the 
hope that does not disappoint. As your bishops, we continue to encourage you to keep holy the Lord’s Day by participating in 
Sunday Mass by way of televised, live-streamed, or radio broadcast options and making a spiritual communion. Keeping in mind 
the gift of plenary indulgences offered to us by the Church, we encourage all the faithful to turn to the Church’s treasury of 
prayer, praying as a family or individually the rosary, divine mercy chaplet, the Liturgy of the Hours and Stations of the Cross, 
etc. 

Please join us in praying for all who are suffering from the Coronavirus, for all health care workers and first responders, and for 
an easing of the anxiety and tension caused by this pandemic. Relying on the Motherly care of Our Lady, Health of the Sick, we 
unite our sufferings to those of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and we trust in the glorious hope of His resurrection. 

 
Most Rev. Dennis M. Schnurr 
Archbishop of Cincinnati 
 
Most Rev. Joseph R. Binzer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Cincinnati 
 
Most Rev. Robert J. Brennan 
Bishop of Columbus 
 
Most Rev. Jeffrey M. Monforton 
Bishop of Steubenville 
 
Most Rev. George V. Murry, S.J. 
Bishop of Youngstown 
 

Rev. Donald P. Oleksiak 
Diocesan Administrator of Cleveland 
 
Most Rev. Daniel E. Thomas 
Bishop of Toledo 
 
Most Rev. J. Michael Botean 
Romanian Eparchy of Canton 
 
Most Rev. Bohdan J. Danylo 
Ukrainian Eparchy of St. Josaphat 
 
Most Rev. Milan Lach, SJ 
Byzantine Eparchy of Parma 

 


