
MEMORIAL CANDLES FOR THE WEEK OF  
 July 19, 2020 

Rogers Family (Margaret Everly) SN 

Pray for Our Sick: Donna Leone, Blake Doss, 
Marcia Styranec, Robert Arnoto, Regina Graygo, 
Julia Skalada, Robert Skalada, Tom Kolat, Wendy 
Pakalnis, Jeannette Rusu,  Michael Lombard, Linda 
Agnew, Heather Hanlon, Carmella Bokros, Hannah Tringhese, 
Tom Wasko, Dominic Lippillo Jr., Kathy Tomko, Ulisse Sevi, 
Eleanor Sandy, Anna Leenheer, Loretta Cioci, James Marco, 
Barb, Tony & Family, Helen Runyon, Irene Parker, Betty 
Campbell, Theresa Margala, Mary Ann Colaneri, Blake 
Wilson, Stephana Liptak, Michael Yemma, Agnes Puhala. 
 

Our Sick and Homebound: Christine Peluso Kinsley & 
Rose Maizel. 
 

For those in Nursing Homes: Dorothy Petro, Patricia 
Watt, Audrey Slanina, Mary Brenner, Theresa Pitlik, Marie 
Anos, John Myers, Don Micenjko. 

OUR RETURN TO GOD FOR BLESSINGS  
    

        Envelopes      Online Giving 
 

July 5th Collection:   $8,067.00       $700.00 
 
Catholic Exponent::   $270.00 
Energy:      $40.00   
 

Budget: $12,500.00       
              
Mass Attendance: 268       

 

Safely Home  
 

Please remember in your prayers  
the souls and families of 

 
 

Ronald Slaven 
John Havalo 

Peter Mraulak 

Fifteenth Sunday Ordinary Time                                                                                                   July 12, 2020                                 

The following groups will NOT meet until further notice: 
 

 Parish Council & Finance Council 

 Altar & Rosary Society 

 Knights of Columbus 

 Centering Prayer Group 

 Bible Sharing & Discussion 

 Crochet & Knitting Group 

 AA Meetings 

 Miraculous Medal Novena 

 Eucharistic Adoration 
 

The following events have been CANCELLED: 
 

 CCD - until further notice 

 Community Meal 

 Bingo - until further notice 

 Pirohy - until further notice 
 

PARISH NEWS 
 

 Weekend Masses will continue to be celebrated in 
the Great Hall for the month of July 

 
 We are following our regular Weekly Mass schedule:  
 9 am Mass on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  
 at St. Nicholas Lower Church.  
 
 Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 pm at the Great Hall  
 
 Sunday 8 am & 11 am Mass at the Great Hall 
 
 St. Nicholas Lower Church will be open for private  
 prayer Monday - Friday from 8 am - 2 pm.  
 
 Confessions:  Saturday 8:30 - 9:30 am SN Lower 

Church Chapel  
  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

 The Parish Office is CLOSED to the public until  
 further notice.   
 The office staff is available by phone @ 330-755-

9819 Monday thru Friday 8am - 4pm. 

MASS INTENTIONS & DEVOTION 
 
Saturday, July 11 Great Hall 
4:30 pm: SN: Paul & Ellen Dennison (Karen & Dan McGarry) 
    Dennis Becker (Family) 
    Joe & Ann VanOudenhove (Sis & Joe Van) 
    Dolores & Joseph Magda (Norma Stopnick Family) 
    Jean Rucci (John & Shirley Terranova) 
    Agnes Lisko (Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Jurcisin) 
                       Lucille L. Hrinak (Rita Peroni & Daughters) 
Sunday, July 12 Great Hall 
8:00 am: SN: Living & Deceased of Christ Our Savior Parish 
11:00am SN: Mike & Laura Fiorentine (Daughter, Rose)  
Monday, July 13  Lower Church                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
9:00 am: SN: Kurt Leithauser (Pat & Stan) 
Tuesday, July 14 Lower Church 
9:00 am: SN: Gordon Vold (Family) 
Wednesday, July 15  Lower Church 
9:00 am: SN: Bob Filips (Wife) 
Thursday, July 16 
No Communion Service 
Friday, July 17 Lower Church 
9:00 am: SN: Patricia Costello (Ralph & Jane Genova) 
                      Maryann Constantino (Ruth Yurcich)  
                      Ronald Slaven (Mom & Brothers) 
Saturday, July 18 Great Hall 
4:30 pm: SN: John Family (Tony Micco Family) 
    Diane Furnish (Janice Kirlik) 
    Nancy Hermez (Amelia Zaluski) 
    Mary Siciliano (Husband & Family) 
    Jennifer Mullen (DiVencenzo Family) 
    Lucille L. Hrinak (Chris & Jim Lanzo) 
                       Honey Gentile (Laraine & Gary Solvesky) 
                       Constance & Dominic Iaconis  
                       (Children & Grandchildren) 
                       Honey Gentile (Laraine & Gary Solvesky) 
Sunday, July 19   Great Hall 
8:00 am: HT: Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sedlacko (Ronald S. Sedlacko) 
11:00am SN: Living & Deceased of Christ Our Savior Parish 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 
 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 55:10-11  
 

Thus says the LORD: Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the 
earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be 
that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14  
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
You have visited the land and watered it; greatly have you enriched it. 
God’s watercourses are filled; you have prepared the grain. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its clods, 
Softening it with showers, blessing its yield. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
You have crowned the year with your bounty, and your paths overflow with a rich harvest; 
The untilled meadows overflow with it, and rejoicing clothes the hills. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys blanketed with grain. 
They shout and sing for joy. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  

 
SECOND READING Romans 8:18-23  
 

Brothers and sisters: I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us. 
For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, 
not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to 
corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until 
now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves 
as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower. 
All who come to him will have life forever. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Gospel Matthew 13:1-23  
 

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: “A sower went out 
to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little 
soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of roots. 
Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred 
or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 
 
The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” He said to them in reply, “Because knowledge 
of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted. To anyone who has, more 
will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in 
parables, because they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand. Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which 
says: You shall indeed hear but not understand, you shall indeed look but never see. Gross is the heart of this people, they will 
hardly hear with their ears, they have closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with 
their hearts and be converted, and I heal them. 
 
“But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear. Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 
 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without 
understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky ground is the one 
who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or 
persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, 
but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” 



ST. NICHOLAS SCHOOL NEWS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FACEBOOK: ccd_cos   
PHONE: 330-755-6245 ext. 114 & 104   

EMAIL: jamie.miller@youngstowndiocese.org 
  

CCD:  Please return your registration and surveys as soon 
as possible to help us better prepare for next year.  
 
Please check out our Religious Education Facebook page 
for Children's bulletins and fun summer activities. 
 
We know that this is a difficult time and can be 
especially difficult for our children to understand. There 
are resources available at catechistcafe.weebly.com to 
help parents talk to their children about the coronavirus.   

The Christ Our Savior FOOD PANTRY 
at HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, sponsored 
by our Parish St. Vincent de Paul 

Society, is open from 9:30 AM - 
11:30 AM on MONDAYS  
for anyone in need of assistance.  
 

Until further notice we are asking everyone to open their 
trunks and remain in their cars. Our food pantry 
volunteers will load your groceries. Thank you for your 
cooperation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saint Nicholas School is taking registrations for the 2020-
2021 school year.:  
Come and check out what our school has to offer: Therapy 
through Art, Virtual Reality classroom, STEM program, and 
much more. A second chance to apply for the EdChoice 
Scholarship opens July 15th, 2020. Students who are attending 
or would be attending an eligible school can apply for the 
EdChoice Scholarship. A list of designated schools can be 
found on the Ohio Department of Education website under 
EdChoice Scholarships. Call the school for more detailed 
information to complete the registration process 330-755-2128. 
 
Cash For Cans : 
This is for aluminum beverage cans. No plastic, glass, 
newspapers, etc. (Cans cannot be crushed). Please save your 
cans over the summer. Thank you to all who support the Cash 
for Cans program. 
 
Saint Nicholas School Mission Statement:  
Saint Nicholas School is a Catholic elementary school, founded 
in 1928 and serving families with students in grades 
kindergarten through eight. The school exists to provide an 
academically excellent Catholic education and promote high 
standards in behavior and respect. Saint Nicholas School 
serves the church and Struthers communities as well as the 
Mahoning Valley bonded together as a family in faith. We are 
deeply committed to nurturing our students through the 
teaching of the scriptures and promoting and modeling of 
service in accordance to the Gospel values. 

MOBILITY ON LOAN: the Knights of 
Columbus’ Mobility on Loan ministry has 
a nice inventory of wheelchairs, potty 
chairs, walkers, and crutches available for 
loan. Items are available for loan at no 
cost to the parishioners and immediate 
families of Christ Our Savior Parish and 

the brother knights and families of Council 4471. Any 
parishioner having a need for one of the above listed 
devices or having one to donate, may contact brother 
knights Joe Wilkos at 330-782-6858 or Andy Brincko at 
330-782-2400.  
 
Note: please remember to return your loaned item when 
your need for it has passed. Contact Joe or Andy to 
arrange for your returns. 
 

NFP Awareness Week - July 19–25 
“Live the truth and beauty of God’s plan for 

married love!” is the theme of this year’s Natural Family 
Planning Awareness Week (July 19-25), sponsored by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to 
celebrate God’s design for married love and the gift of 
life and to raise awareness of Natural Family Planning 
(NFP) methods. “NFP” is supportive of Catholic beliefs 
about married love because it “respects the God-given 
power to love a new human life into being” (Married 
Love and the Gift of Life, USCCB).  

NFP involves ethical, natural, safe and effective 
methods for both achieving and avoiding pregnancy in 
marriage. NFP methods teach couples how to observe 
and interpret the wife’s signs of fertility and infertility. 

NFP Awareness Week (July 19–25, 2020) 
annually highlights the anniversary of Pope St. Paul VI’s 
encyclical letter Humane Vitae (July 25) which 
articulates Catholic beliefs about human sexuality, 
marriage and responsible parenthood.  
 The Diocese of Youngstown is blessed with 
instructors certified to train couples in methods of NFP, 
plus there are online and distance learning programs 
available. For more information contact the Diocese of 
Youngstown’s Office of Pro-Life, Marriage and Family 
Life at 330-744-8451 ext. 272 or 
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org, or go to 
www.doy.org. 

mailto:dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org
http://www.doy.org


CURRENT REGISTERED HOUSEHOLDS: 60,786 61,728

DEPARTMENT
% OF 

PARTICIPATION - 
2020

% OF 

PARTICIPATION - 

2019

Registered Household Participation 26.41% 30.00%

Administrative Board 100.00% 100.00%

Clergy -  * includes all ordained priests and deacons 62.11% 68.35%

Diocesan Central Offices          59.09% 71.05%

Number of households participating in 2020               
(includes anonymous/unnamed donors)

16,054 18,489

Number of new participants 2020                                  
(may or may not include a financial contribution)

765 1713

Number of new donors - 2020                                       
(those new and making a financial contribution)

606 1434

Number of prayers only 672 642

Number of new Volunteers                                                  
(may or may not have made a financial contribution)

65 163

Number of those who refused/unable to give 101 273

Total committed toward financial need,  $4 mil $3,333,834 $3,800,778

2020 ANNUAL BISHOP'S APPEAL PARTICIPATION RATES

* this is a dynamic number

Last Updated on:  7/8/2020



Live the truth and beauty of  
God’s plan for married love!

Creation overflows with God’s life and love! Make no 
mistake about it—God made you and our world out of His 
great love! Let’s consider how this truth includes marriage. 
And let’s take a look at how the methods of Natural 
Family Planning (NFP) honor the truth and beauty of God’s 
plan for married love.  

It’s about love. 
From the beginning, God created Adam and then a suitable partner for 
him, Eve. The first human relationship ever created was that of marriage! 
“This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (Gen. 2: 23). 
The two give themselves to each other to become one. Giving of one’s 
self to the other is a hallmark of marriage—there is no “I” in marriage, but 
“We.” It is part of God’s plan for the good of humanity. That is because 
marriage reflects the love of God—permanent, faithful, and fruitful. And, 
with the coming of our salvation in Jesus, marriage reflects the love of 
Christ for His Church. 

The methods of NFP honor and even have the potential to protect and 
strengthen a married couple’s ability to reflect God’s love. That is because 
NFP requires communication and cooperation between husband and wife. 
NFP methods, which are rooted in science, make use of education and 
behavioral change for achieving and avoiding pregnancy. When learned 
and used correctly, they are an effective means of responsible parenthood.

As a couple learns about their combined gift of fertility and understands 
the best time to either conceive or postpone conceiving a baby, they 
are better able to discern God’s plan for their marriage. If delaying a 
pregnancy, they will abstain from the marital act. They then will do nothing 
to harm God’s gift of fertility. The use of NFP often requires self-sacrifice 
as the spouses explore other ways to show affection for each other when 
periodically abstaining to postpone pregnancy. As they work together, 
a husband and wife will find that this may deepen their emotional and 
spiritual intimacy as spouses.

It’s about life. 
God created men and women in His image—male and female. Human 
sexuality is part of God’s plan. It is woven into the fabric of each man  
and woman. Human sexuality carries within it the two-fold powers of love 
and life. The essential nature of this two-fold truth should be appreciated 
and respected.

In marriage, husband and wife deepen their love for one another through 
celebrating the truth of their sexual union. The marital embrace is a spousal 
gift with a two-fold purpose; to draw the spouses closer together, to be 
unitive and to be procreative, to be life-giving.

Procreation is the Lord God’s awesome invitation and a sacred duty for 
husband and wife to share in His creative power! Sometimes a couple is 
unable to have children through no fault of their own. Their challenge is 



to offer their marital love as a blessing in the community in 
service to others. 

Marriage is the foundation to build families—children are 
“the supreme gift of marriage” (Gaudium et spes, no. 50), 
and marriage creates a secure home for children. God’s 
procreative invitation to husband and wife extends past 
pregnancy and calls parents to steward their children: to 
nurture them, to teach them to love God and neighbor. 

The Church has always understood that God wants parents 
to be open to life and to care for their children. To be a 
parent is a life-long vocation! It is why the Church can say 
that married couples receive “a kind of consecration” in 
their marital duties (Gaudium et spes, no. 48). 

NFP methods support God’s gift of procreation because 
they value new life. Unlike contraception, which exists to 
deny human fertility, NFP respects natural fertility. NFP 
education enables husband and wife to understand their 
window of fertility—when they are most likely to become 
pregnant—and therefore, can also be used to help them 
achieve a pregnancy besides postpone one. NFP respects 
God’s power of life. Contraception cannot do that! 

It’s about freedom. 
Free will is one of God’s gifts to men and women. When 
God created humanity, He made the human person as a 
“rational” being—who can initiate, control, and decide how 
to act (see the Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1730). 
Freedom of conscience is a gift from God that allows each 
person to grow in maturity and to be able to love Him and 
neighbor freely. At the same time, the Catholic faith tells us 
that true freedom can only be found when we choose to 
love God. Freedom, therefore, is not the arbitrary ability to 
do whatever we’d like at any time. 

True freedom is the ability to recognize the good and do 
what is right. If a person chooses to live a life in which 
he or she makes choices only thinking of his/her own 
happiness and fails to do the good to which God calls him 
or her, the person creates a type of prison for themselves 
(see Catechism, no. 1740). Doing what is right in life often 
requires personal sacrifice for a greater good than one’s 
own desire or pleasure. And, this good is liberating!

As applied to marriage, the decisions of spouses can 
either build up or tear down the heart of a marriage. How 
the spouses exercise their individual freedom within the 
marriage cannot be made in isolation but must be made 
in recognition of each other’s needs, that of their children, 
extended family, and other obligations and responsibilities 
outside the home. 

Healthy marital communication is especially important 
regarding conjugal relations. Sin affects us all. It is 
deceptive. Sin can twist the good of the marital embrace. 

Spouses can be selfish in how they treat each other. 
Wholesome inter-mutuality that is rooted in the love of 
God and each other strengthens a couple’s marriage. 
Spouses need to support each other in striving to honor 
God’s design by rejecting anything that can injure their 
marital love. It is the reason why the Church opposes 
contraception. It strikes at the heart of marital love.

The methods of NFP provide useful information on the 
woman’s fertility cycle. NFP helps a husband and wife 
determine whether their lovemaking may result in bringing 
a new life into the world. The practice of daily charting the 
wife’s signs of fertility can spark deep conversation about 
God’s plan for their marriage. The practice of NFP can 
promote mutual growth in self-mastery, foster emotional, 
and spiritual maturity, and lead to a more authentic life lived 
in the freedom of God’s design. 

It’s about gift. 
God is love. In His great love, God created men and women 
in His image to share His divine life. When our first parents 
turned away from Him, God sought them. “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only Son so that everyone who 
believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life” 
(John 3:16). 

Every human life is a gift from God, and, in turn, like our 
Heavenly Father, together we are gift to each other. We 
cannot fully discover who we are as persons “except 
through a sincere gift” of ourselves to each other (see 
Gaudium et spes, no. 24). Human beings are able to be fully 
human only when we reach out to our neighbor to form a 
network of loving relationships of life and love. We are all 
sons and daughters of the one family of God!

Marriage is a particularly unique gift from God. Marriage 
is not “the effect of chance or the product of evolution of 
unconscious natural forces; it is the wise institution of the 
Creator to realize in mankind His design of love (Humanae 
vitae, no. 8). God designed marriage to bring a man and 
a woman together in the one-flesh union that Scripture so 
eloquently teaches (Gen. 2:24). It is because of marriage 
that families come to be.  

Today, we are fortunate to live in a time where human 
reproduction is well understood. The reliable methods of 
NFP stand upon solid research about male and female 
physiology. NFP science has confirmed the fertile signs of 
the woman’s menstrual cycle and marked the parameters of 
a man and a woman’s combined fertility, which creates the 
fertile window. NFP can be a moral means to either achieve 
or postpone a pregnancy. And, for women, NFP charting 
can provide insight into the health of her reproductive 
system. With so good a gift in our world, why not learn more 
about these healthy and ethical methods that support God’s 
plan for married love? Visit usccb.org/nfp. And remember 
“live the truth and beauty of God’s plan for married love!”
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