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PREAMBLE 

Ever since the Sacred Body of our Crucified Savior was reverently laid in the tomb, there 

to await the hour of its glorious Resurrection, the Church has been most solicitous to 

surround the burial of those who hope to rise with Christ with an atmosphere of deep 

Christian faith and profound reverence. In the Funeral Liturgy, the Church gives voice to 

her belief in the Christian Doctrines of the Resurrection of the Body, the Communion of 

Saints, and Life Everlasting, but as a further seal and symbol of that faith, she sets apart 

and solemnly blesses the place in which the bodies of her faithful departed await the day 

of Resurrection. 

 

In the earliest day, Mother Church found it necessary to make rules and regulations which 

would protect the sacred places and the relics laid therein. She could not and would not 

allow anything within the holy precincts which would desecrate them, lessen their beauty 

or bring dishonor on the dead. 

 

To ensure the sacred character of the Catholic Cemeteries of the Diocese in accord with 

the mind and traditional practice of the Church and to establish and maintain good order, 

the following rules and regulations are in effect. 
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DIOCESAN MISSION STATEMENT 

We are the people of God uniting in the heart of Jesus Christ. We join the whole Church in 

proclaiming the Gospel in the Word, Sacrament and Charity for the salvation of all people. 

 

CEMETERY COMMISSION MISSION STATEMENT 

As Catholic Cemetery Management Workers in the Diocese, we are called to share in 

Christ’s mission to proclaim the Reign of God in Word, Sacrament, and Service. 

This call is particularly unique in the service we offer to our Catholic Communities: to bury 

their dead with dignity and grace, to care for the families at their time of grief, and to 

beautify the places where their loved ones’ physical remains are buried. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

Though the time of death is traumatic, an occasion of considerable emotion and financial 

strain, it is always and primarily a moment of religious significance. Death begins the 

culmination of our earthly pilgrimage and our passage to eternity. 

We must spread the word that the final expression of our faith as Catholics is the blessed 

and sacred burial in a Catholic cemetery. We must proclaim the sacred right, privilege, and 

loving duty of every Catholic to choose such a burial. 

“The Church, who as Mother, has borne the Christian sacramentally in her womb during 

his earthly pilgrimage, accompanies him at his journey’s end, in order to surrender him 

‘into the Father’s hands.’ She offers to the Father, in Christ, the child of his grace, and she 

commits to this earth, in hope, the seed of the body that will rise in glory. This offering is 

fully celebrated in the Eucharistic Sacrifice.” Catechism of the Catholic Church 1683 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE 

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 

OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE-IN-INDIANA, INC. 

 

 

For the mutual protection and benefit of grave holders in the Catholic cemeteries of the 

Diocese, Most Reverend Bishop Timothy L. Doherty of the Diocese hereby adopts the 

following rules and regulations. All grave holders and persons within the Cemeteries, and 

all lots, shall be subject to said rules and regulations and such amendments or alterations 

thereof additions thereto as shall be adopted by the Bishop and/or the Diocesan Cemetery 

Commission as well as rules and regulations adopted by any Parish Cemetery Commission 

or other Cemetery Management from time to time; and the reference to these rules and 

regulations in the document conveying the right of interment or entombment shall have the 

same force and effect as if set forth in full therein. 

These rules and regulations are not considered to be all-inclusive. They cover only broad 

areas.  Individual cases may be decided by appropriate Cemetery Management. 
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DEFINITIONS 

A. Care: The term shall mean that care as herein defined. 

B. Cemetery: The term as used herein shall mean all Diocesan land set aside for earth 

burials, and Mausoleum/Columbarium for crypt entombment and niche inurnment. 

C. Cemetery Management: The term shall mean the sexton, superintendent, 

members of any Parish Cemetery Commission or this Diocesan Commission, 

pastor/administrator, bishop, or his, her or its designee(s). 

D. Columbarium: The term applies to a stand-alone or wall grouping of multiple 

niches designated to hold receptacles containing cremated human remains. 

E. Crypt: Used herein, the term shall mean a space of sufficient size in a mausoleum 

used, or intended to be used, to entomb human remains. 

F. Diocese:  This term shall mean The Roman Catholic Diocese of Lafayette-In-

Indiana, Inc. 

G. Easement: The term shall mean the legal right to use someone else’s land for a 

particular purpose. 

H. Endowment Care: The term shall mean monies put into a foundation for the 

maintenance and operation of the grounds and buildings of a Cemetery into the 

future. 

I. Entombment: The term shall mean burial above ground in a mausoleum crypt or 

private sarcophagus. 

J. Grave/Plot: The term shall mean a space of ground in the Cemetery used, or 

intended to be used for, the burial of human remains in a casket or cremation 

container. 

K. Grave Holder: This term shall include a person or persons who have purchased 

interment or entombment rights or who hold same by right of inheritance or 

transfer. 

L. Interment: The term shall mean earth burial. 

M. Inurnment: This term shall mean the placement of a receptacle containing the 

cremated human remains of one person. 

N. Lot: This term shall include and apply to more than one adjoining grave, or more 

than one adjoining crypt. 
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O. Memorial: This term shall include monument, grave marker, mausoleum, 

sarcophagus, or inscription on crypt front or fronts, for one or more deceased 

persons. 

P. Parish Cemetery Commission:  This term shall mean the parish cemetery 

commission with [an advisory role] relating to a particular parish cemetery.   

 

PURPOSE OF THE CEMETERY 

A. Diocesan Cemeteries are intended for the interment of human remains only of 

Catholics who are entitled to ecclesiastical burial according to the rules and discipline 

of the Roman Catholic Church and the regulations of the Diocese.  Any questions of 

the burial of any person not entitled to ecclesiastical burial according to the rules and 

discipline of the Roman Catholic Church and the regulations of the Diocese or of a 

non-Catholic member of a grave holder’s family, shall be decided exclusively by the 

Cemetery Management, and such decision shall be final. 

B. While the Church has always held and taught a clear preference for burial of the body 

intact, it also recognized a person’s right to choose cremation as part of the method of 

interment. Cremation is a choice, unless it has been chosen for reasons which are 

contrary to Catholic teaching. 

Permission for cremation (and for the burial of cremated remains) may be denied when 

that cremation was performed because of a sectarian spirit, hatred of the Catholic 

religion, or the Catholic Church, or a denial of Christian Doctrine. 

ADMISSION TO THE CEMETERY 

The Cemetery Management shall, at its discretion, admit or refuse to admit to the 

Cemetery and shall permit or refuse to permit the use of any of the Cemetery’s 

equipment or facilities at any time to any person or persons as the rules, judgment, and 

tradition may dictate. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR INTERMENT/ENTOMBMENT/INURNMENT 

A. The Cemetery Management shall have the right to request those wishing to make a 

selection of a grave, or arrange for an interment or entombment, to call at the Cemetery 

office in ample time to complete arrangements before closing time of such Cemetery 

office. If a Funeral Director or other Agent is representing the Grave Holder, the 

arrangements made by the agent with Cemetery Management of the Cemetery are 

binding on the Grave Holder. The Cemetery Management may require written 

approval from the next of kin and the Lot holder for each interment, entombment, or 

inurnment on a form prescribed and approved by the Cemetery. 
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B. The Cemetery Management shall not be responsible for any order given by telephone 

or any mistake occurring from the want of proper instructions as to the size of the 

casket or as to the particular grave or crypt location where interment is to be made. An 

equitable charge will be made whenever additional labor costs result from such 

mistakes. 

C. The Cemetery Management shall be in no way liable for any delay in the interment of 

a body where a protest to the interment has been made, or where applicable rules and 

regulations or civil laws have not been complied with, or where the rules and 

regulations shall forbid such interment; and further, the Cemetery Management 

reserves the right, under such circumstances, to place the body in a receiving vault 

until full rights have been determined. Any protest must be in writing and filed in the 

Cemetery office. 

D. No organizations, except those approved by the Ordinary of the Diocese or patriotic 

organizations, will be permitted to conduct services in any Cemetery. 

INTERMENT, ENTOMBMENT, INURNMENT PROCEDURES 

A. All funerals on entering the Cemetery shall be under the exclusive charge and sole 

direction of the Cemetery Management. 

B. A burial transit permit for each funeral, as required by the State of Indiana having 

jurisdiction of the matter, must be presented to the Cemetery Management before 

interment is completed. 

C. The casket may not be opened at any time within the Cemetery without the express 

permission and in the presence of the Cemetery Management, an Indiana-licensed 

funeral director, and the next of kin. Permission to anyone to open the casket or to 

touch the body for a good and worthy reason without the consent of the legal 

representative of the deceased and/or without a court order shall be refused. In the 

event necessity requires, the Cemetery Management may take appropriate steps to 

correct any obnoxious or improper condition. 

D. No disinterment or removal shall be allowed except for a good reason and with the 

permission of the Cemetery Management and with written authorization of the Grave 

Holders and nearest of kin and according to proper legal procedure; provided, 

however, that the Cemetery reserves the right to disinter or remove remains without 

the authorization of the Grave Holders or nearest of kin upon the conditions specified 

in the Parish Cemetery Bylaws.  The Cemetery Management shall exercise due care 

in making a disinterment and removal, but shall assume no liability for the damage 

to any casket or outer burial container incurred in making the disinterment and 

removal. 
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E. Funeral homes must contact the Cemetery for scheduling the funeral at the earliest 

possible time. The hour and manner in which interments, disinterments, and removals 

will or will not be permitted shall be designated at the sole discretion of the Cemetery 

Management. 

F. The Cemetery Management reserves, and shall have, the right to correct any errors 

that may occur either in making interments, disinterments, or removals or in the 

description, transfer or conveyance of any interment rights or grave(s) either by 

canceling such conveyance and substituting and conveying in lieu thereof, other 

interment rights or grave or lot of equal value and similar location. Such conveyance 

is to be selected by the Cemetery Management. Also, in the sole discretion of said 

Cemetery Management, a refund of the sum paid on account of said purchase may be 

returned to the Lot holder. In the event any such error shall involve the interment of 

the remains of any person in any grave or lot, the Cemetery Management reserves, 

and shall have, the right to remove and reinter the remains in such other grave or lot 

of equal value and similar location as may be substituted and conveyed in lieu thereof. 

G. Only persons and equipment employed by the Diocesan Cemeteries shall be used in 

making interments, or removals, unless the Cemetery Management grants express 

written permission to make other arrangements. 

H. Cemetery Management will not be held responsible for damages or injuries resulting 

from defects in outer burial containers, concrete cases, and lids thereof when they set 

or seal said outer burial containers, cases, or lids or maintain the same. 

DISINTERMENT PROCEDURES 

Subject to any retained rights to disinterment specified elsewhere herein or in any Parish 

Cemetery Commission rules and regulations, the basic policy governing disinterment and 

reinterments has been established as follows: 

A.  No disinterment or removal shall be allowed except for a good reason. All 

disinterments and removals will require the permission of the Cemetery Management 

and the written authorization of the Grave Holder(s) and the next of kin or a court 

order. All documents will be executed according to proper legal procedures.   

B. The Cemetery Management shall exercise due care in making a disinterment and 

removal, but shall assume no liability for the damage to any casket or outer burial 

container incurred in making the disinterment and removal. 

C. The hour and manner in which interments, disinterments, and removals will or will 

not be permitted shall be designated at the sole discretion of the Cemetery 

Management. 
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HEIRSHIP GUIDELINES FOR INTERMENTS 

See I. C. 23 – 14 – 40 41, 42. 

HEIRSHIP GUIDELINES FOR DISINTERMENTS 

See I. C. 23 – 14 – 57. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO HOLDERS OF CEMETERY AND MAUSOLEUM RIGHTS 

A. Persons arranging for Interments, Entombments, Inurnments should visit the 

Cemetery where the Cemetery Management will assist them in effecting the 

necessary arrangements. 

B. The Cemetery Management reserves the right to specify the terms of purchase of all 

Interment, Entombment and Inurnment rights in Lots, mausoleum Crypts, niches, 

and the manner in which said rights shall be held or exercised. 

Full payment for purchase of Graves, Lots, mausoleum Crypts, niches, or other 

rights must be made in a reasonable length of time. A reasonable time period for 

payment is set at two years for purchase of Grave space and mausoleum Crypts or 

niches. Exceptions must be stated in written contract between buyer and seller 

(Cemetery Management). 

C. Should the Grave, Lot, Crypt, or other rights holder fail to carry out the terms of the 

purchase agreement, the Cemetery Management may declare the agreement 

canceled and all rights of the purchaser in and to the Grave, Lot, mausoleum 

Crypt/niche, or other right forfeited. The buyer shall have returned the amount of 

down payment and/or whatever payments buyer had made, less a reasonable charge 

to cover administrative costs. Graves, Lots, mausoleum Crypts/niches, or other 

rights will then be returned to the Cemetery inventory and the buyer’s name removed 

from all inventory records. 

Documentation of all matters pertaining to this action will be kept on file in the 

Cemetery office in perpetuity. 

This regulation confronts the buyer who has not made reasonable and timely 

payments on his/her purchase of Graves, Lots, mausoleum Crypts or niches, or other 

rights and charges for the purchase have increased since the original purchase. 

“Reasonable and timely payments” are defined as full payment within two years for 

Graves, Lots, mausoleum Crypts or niches, or other rights.  

D. One of the greatest concerns for Holders of Cemetery rights within our Diocese is 

long term care for our Cemeteries, known as Endowment Care. Grave sites’ rights 

sold 100 years ago for one dollar still require care today and will require care 100 
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years into the future. Endowment Care shall be a strong consideration for all pricing 

of Grave Interment rights and other services by Cemetery Management. The 

purchase price of a Grave, Lot, Crypt and/or additional rights or services may be 

composed of two separate charges. First, the fees charged for a Grave, Lot, Crypt, 

Interment, Entombment or Inurnment rights and additional rights or services; 

second, Endowment Care. A percentage of the fees is charged for Interment, 

Entombment or Inurnment rights and additional rights or services. The remaining 

percentage of the fees charged is for Endowment Care, the term shall mean monies 

put into a foundation for the maintenance and operation of the grounds and 

buildings into the future. For most of our Cemeteries, even 100 percent of the above 

fees charged may not be sufficient to fund Endowment Care due to minimal annual 

burials and sales. Cemetery Management shall strongly consider future annual costs 

based on number of headstones, buildings and acreage. Then, based on this realistic 

future annual cost, Cemetery Management will determine the amount of endowed 

money necessary to cover the future cost year after year.  

 

An Endowment Care endowment can be very attainable, even for older smaller 

cemeteries. Contact your Diocesan Cemetery Commission for assistance. 

 

The Diocesan Cemetery Commission has great concern for the Endowment Care 

cost of above ground structures such as mausoleum Crypts and niches. Therefore, 

if these currently exist in your Cemetery, they need to be an added factor in 

endowment care calculations. If consideration is being given to addition of a 

mausoleum or columbarium, contact the Diocesan Cemetery Commission before 

proceeding.  

Due to relocation or other family circumstances, a buyer may wish to sell the Grave, 

Lot, Crypt or other right and corresponding Interment, Entombment or Inurnment 

rights back to the Cemetery. This may be done in the following manner: The buyer 

must contact the Cemetery office and will be required in any event to execute 

appropriate documentation evidencing the relinquishment and return of rights. 

E. No coping, curbing, fencing, hedging, borders, or enclosures of any kind shall be 

allowed around a Grave or Lot and the same will be removed if so erected, planted, 

or placed. 

F. All adult and child Grave Interments shall be made in an approved outer burial 

container made either of concrete or other approved material. Concrete or other 

approved material outer burial container are not to be used alone for the burial of 

human remains. 

All persons buried or entombed must be placed in a casket that is rigid in structure, 

with handles that allow for placement and removal from an outer burial container 

or Crypt.  
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G. All casketed and cremated remains will be buried at least 24” from the surface. This 

means that the outer burial container’s top will be 24” from the surface, minimally. 

It is strongly recommended that all cremated remains be buried in an outer burial 

container. 

H. When cremated remains are buried in a Cemetery, regardless if they are buried 

alone, or included in the burial of another, the Cemetery must have a burial transit 

permit for those cremated remains. 

I. Interment or other disposition of non-Catholic members of a Catholic family will 

be permitted under certain conditions, as the Church does not wish to separate in 

death those who were united in life, but such disposition shall be subject in each 

instance to permission of the Cemetery Management. 

J. The use of Graves, Lots, mausoleum Crypts or niches, or other rights is for the 

Holder thereof or his or her relatives, for permitted purposes only and the rights 

associated therewith are not transferable, except with the prior written consent of 

the Cemetery Management. By specific written authorization of the Cemetery 

Management and the blood heirs, a person not a member of the Holder’s family 

may be interred in said Grave, Lot, mausoleum Crypt or niche, or other applicable 

right.   

K. In the event of the death of a Grave or Lot Holder any and all rights of the Grave 

or Lot Holder shall pass to the Grave Holder’s family in the following manner: 

In all cases the surviving spouse of the original holder or 

holders of record of the Grave or Lot has an unconditional 

dower right of interment in the Grave or Lot. This right 

may be waived at any time, but is not transferable and 

terminates with the burial elsewhere or remarriage.   

As a general principle, when a selection is made by a 

husband and wife, it is desirable to enter the title in both 

names “In Joint Tenancy with the right of Survivorship.” 

However, the desire of the purchaser should be ascertained 

in all cases. 

1. Where burial privileges in the grave or lot are held in the 

name of one person only: (See I. C. 23 – 14 – 40, 41, 42). 

2. Where burial privileges in the grave or lot are held in the 

name of more than one person with the right of 

survivorship provided: (See I. C. 23 – 14 – 40, 41, 42). 
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MULTIPLE INTERMENTS/INURNMENTS 

In Cemeteries where multiple Interments or Inurnments are permitted on a burial site, when 

the Grave is occupied, permission must be sought from the Cemetery Management, as well 

as the next of kin of the deceased. Written permission from next of kin of the deceased 

must be on file in the Cemetery office before a multiple Interment or Inurnment can be 

made.   

In the event that two persons wish to occupy the same Grave, written permission must be 

sought from the Cemetery Management prior to one of such persons being deceased before 

any burial. This allows for proper placement of casket and cremains’ urn or cremains’ urns. 

Memorials for multiple Interments must be made according to the rules of the cemetery. 

RIGHT TO REPLAT  

A. No easement or right of Interment is granted to any Grave or Lot Holder in any 

walk, road, or drive within the Cemetery, but such walk, road, or drive may be used 

as a means of access to the Cemetery and its buildings as long as the Cemetery 

Management devotes such road, drive, or walk to that purpose. 

B. The Cemetery Management, its agents and personnel, other Grave Holders, and 

those reasonably entitled thereto, shall have a permanent right over Graves and Lots 

to pass to and from other Graves and Lots to which no other means of access is 

available. 

C. The Cemetery Management may at any time or from time to time for the erection 

of buildings, or for any purpose or use connected with, incident to, or convenient 

for, the care of, preservation of, or preparation for the interment of human remains 

or other Cemetery purpose: 

1. Resurvey, enlarge, diminish, replat, alter in shape and size, or otherwise 

change all or part or portion of the Cemetery. 

2. Layout, establish, close, eliminate or otherwise modify or change the 

location of roads, walks, or drives. 

D. The Cemetery Management shall have, to be exercised at any time and from time 

to time, easements and rights of way over and through all of said Cemetery premises 

for the purposes of installing, maintaining and operating pipe lines, conduits, or 

drains for sprinklers, drainage, electric, or communication lines or for any other 

cemetery purpose. 
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SERVICE CHARGES AND PAYMENT 

A. The Cemetery Management shall have a right to fix a charge and time of payment 

for each Interment, disinterment, removal, Plot, Crypt, niche transferred or 

released, and for the performance of any other service rendered by the Cemetery 

Management; and all work in connection with such service shall be subject to the 

determination and supervision of said Cemetery Management. 

B. Any indebtedness due for work performed on a Lot, Crypt, or niche must be paid 

before an Interment, Inurnment, or Entombment may be made, or before any 

memorial may be erected. 

USE OF THE CEMETERY  

A. Children under fifteen years of age are not permitted within the Cemetery unless 

accompanied by proper persons to care for them. Adults are responsible for their 

children when visiting the Cemetery and are charged with keeping them away from, 

playing on or near monuments in the Cemetery. The Cemetery is not responsible 

for the upkeep and maintenance of monuments. It is the responsibility of the Grave 

Holder or heirs to secure the monument. 

In the event that all original Lot Holders and their heirs are deceased, the Cemetery 

reserves the right to place a monument deemed unsafe by Cemetery Management 

flat on the ground in the safest position possible and/or to remove the same if it 

cannot be placed in a safe position. 

B. Turf shall not be disturbed for any purpose except under written authorization or 

under supervision of the Cemetery Management. 

C. The Cemetery shall not be liable for vases, floral pieces, baskets, or flowers which 

are attached to such floral pieces for funeral services in the Cemetery. 

D. Any funeral floral frames, vases, or ribbons not called for within a reasonable length 

of time after the interment will be removed by the Cemetery staff and disposed of 

by the Cemetery Management in any manner it sees fit. 

E. Automobiles, funeral cars, and other vehicles must be kept under control at all 

times. At no time shall such vehicles drive through the gates or within the Cemetery 

at a speed in excess of 10 miles per hour. 

F. No one shall pluck any flower or break any branches or remove, injure, or cut any 

tree, plant, or shrub. 

G. Any assemblages which the Cemetery Management deems improper may be 

forbidden by Cemetery Management. 
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CEMETERY HOURS 

The Cemetery Management shall have the right to fix the opening and closing hours of 

each Cemetery, Cemetery office, and all buildings. 

CORRECTION OF ERRORS 

Cemetery Management shall have the right to correct any errors or omissions in recordation 

and in the granting or making of Interments, Entombments, or disinterments including, 

without limitation, the right to inter or disinter/reinter in a comparable location. 

GRADING, LANDSCAPING AND IMPROVEMENTS 

A. All grading and improvements of any kind and all care and maintenance of Graves 

and Lots shall be done solely by the Cemetery Management.  [See Interment, 

paragraph H above which allows with written permission.] 

B. The landscape plans of the Cemetery Management in respect to the location and 

varieties of trees and shrubs planted or to be planted shall be adhered to, only trees 

and shrubs approved by the Cemetery Management will be allowed, and then only 

in approved planting spaces and under the supervision of the Cemetery 

Management. Any trees, shrubs, or plants which, in the opinion of the Cemetery 

Management, violate any such plans, obstruct any adjacent grave, Lot, walk, or 

road, or in any way adversely affect the Cemetery maybe removed by Cemetery 

Management. 

CEMETERY PERSONNEL  

A. The Cemetery Management reserves, and shall have, the right to give or refuse 

authorization to any workmen, other than personnel of the Cemetery, before they 

may do work in any Cemetery. Grave, Crypt, and niche holders may have certain 

work done in accordance with the Rules and Regulations at their own expense upon 

application to the Cemetery Management and receipt of prior written permission; 

prices to be agreed upon and paid before such work is done. 

B. Any permitted outside contractors must notify Cemetery Management that they are 

on the premises each day. 

C. Any permitted outside contractors must have proof of bonding and insurance. 

LOSS OR DAMAGE 

A. The Cemetery Management disclaims all responsibility for loss or damage from 

causes beyond their reasonable control, including without limitation damage by an 

act of God, the elements, earthquakes, war, common enemy, air raids, invasions, 

insurrections, riots, order of any military or civil authority, thieves, vandals, 
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strikers, malicious mischief makers, explosions, unavoidable accidents, or any 

causes similar or dissimilar beyond control of said authorities, whether the damage 

be direct or collateral. In the event it becomes necessary to reconstruct or repair any 

section or Lot, including Graves or Crypts, or any portion or portions thereof in the 

Cemetery, or any mausoleum or sarcophagus which has been damaged by such 

causes, the Cemetery Management shall give a 10 day written notice of the 

necessity for such repair to the Grave or Lot Holder of record at his/her address as 

listed in the records of the Cemetery. In the event the Grave Holder fails to repair 

the damage within a reasonable time, the Cemetery Management may direct that 

the repairs be made and charge the expense against the Grave or Lot and to the 

Grave Holder of record. 

B. The Cemetery Management disclaims all responsibility for any damage of any kind 

that may occur to memorials in the normal course of Cemetery operations, 

performed with reasonable care and caution. 

 

ENDOWMENT CARE 

A. The Cemeteries operated by the Diocese are Endowment Care Cemeteries and are 

required by the Bishop to provide for adequate endowment care. All monies are 

used for Cemetery purposes; a portion is set aside for investment, and the proceeds 

thereof are used to provide general care. Endowment Care is to be understood as 

that care and maintenance necessitated by natural growth and ordinary wear, and 

includes cutting of lawns, and the cleaning and maintenance of roadways, walks, 

and buildings, provided there are sufficient funds for these purposes. 

B. The term Endowment Care shall in no case mean the maintenance, repair, or 

replacement of any memorial placed or erected upon any Lot, Crypt, or niche; nor 

the planting, cutting, watering, or care of any privately planted tree or shrub; nor 

the planting of flowers or ornamental plants; nor the doing of any special or unusual 

work in any Cemetery; nor does it mean the reconstruction of any granite, bronze, 

or concrete work on any section of the Lot, Crypt, niche, or any portion or portions 

thereof in any Cemetery, injured or damaged by any cause, direct or indirect, 

beyond the Cemetery Management’s reasonable control. 

MAUSOLEUMS  

A. Cemetery Management reserves the right to remove from a Crypt front any item 

affixed to the Crypt front without notice. Any stains or marks caused by these items 

will be removed at the expense of the Crypt Holder. 

B. Mausoleum Flower Regulations: Consult with Cemetery Management regarding 

flower regulations. 
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C. Private mausoleum or tombs, either wholly or partially above ground, shall be 

constructed only in Lots designed for them. Plans, specifications, material, and the 

location of the lot of such mausoleum or tomb shall be subject to the approval of 

the Cemetery Management after consultation with the Diocesan Cemetery 

Commission. 

D. When Entombment is made in a private mausoleum, the Crypt shall be properly 

sealed, subject to approval of the Cemetery Management. The Cemetery 

Management has the right to inspect all caskets upon entry on Cemetery property. 

E. No walkways, patios, or other appurtenant structure will be permitted on the ground 

surrounding a mausoleum. No additions or changes will be allowed after the 

specifications and foundations plan for a mausoleum have been submitted and 

approved. 

F. The Cemetery Management reserves the right to issue under separate cover detailed 

regulations concerning the use of the community mausoleum. Such regulations may 

include, but not be limited to: the decoration of Crypts; the size, quantity, type, and 

placement of lettering on Crypts; and the use or non-use of flowers, vigil lights, etc. 

MEMORIALS AND RULES FOR MEMORIAL WORK   

A. Memorial dealers and responsible parties of the deceased shall abide by all these 

rules and regulations and all other rules and regulations of the Cemetery 

Management. 

B. It is presumed by the Cemetery Management that any person, designated by 

Holder(s) or heir(s) for use of a Grave site for burial, has the right of 

memorialization implied by said designation. 

 In accordance with regulations established by the Cemetery Management, various 

sections are to be marked either by flush marker only or by both upright monument 

and/or flush marker and/or upright marker. 

 Therefore, it is the policy of Cemetery Management to require, of immediate family 

members of the deceased, proper memorialization of the deceased. This is to be 

done in accordance with the current rules of the section of the Cemetery where the 

Grave is located. Memorialization should take place as soon as possible after the 

death of the family member. All balances must be paid in full prior to 

memorialization. 

C. The Cemetery Management reserves the right at all times to approve and prescribe 

the kind, size, design, symbolism, craftsmanship, quality, and material of 

memorials, inscriptions, monuments, or markers placed or to be placed in any 

Cemetery.  All monuments or markers that require foundations must have a 
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minimum of six (6) inches below the frost depth and a minimum clear three (3) inch 

porch around the stone or marker set level at ground level.   

 

A detailed plan and design of all memorials must be submitted to the Cemetery 

Management for final approval, prior to the contractor’s start of work on a 

memorial. A form requesting approval and/or request for a foundation may be 

obtained at the Cemetery office. The contractor shall be notified if a design is 

approved or rejected. 

 

The memorial permit must be signed by the following prior to submission to the 

cemetery office: 

1. The living holder of burial interment right in said Lot or single Grave 

site; 

2. The purchaser of the memorial; 

3. The memorial contractor. 

 Upon completion, if the memorial does not conform to the approved plan and 

design, it will be the sole responsibility of the contractor to correct any errors or 

deficiencies in workmanship and material. 

D. The Cemetery Management also reserves the right to issue under separate cover 

detailed regulations and instructions pertaining to the kind, size, design, symbolism, 

craftsmanship, quality, and material of memorials, inscriptions, monuments, or 

markers to be placed in any Cemetery. Said detailed regulations and instructions, 

and all amendments thereto, are hereby made a part of these rules and regulations. 

E. The Cemetery Management reserves the right to set the days (Monday through 

Saturday) and hours when any memorial may be delivered to any Cemetery. 

F. Removal of any memorial, by a contractor, shall be done after written notification 

is made to the Cemetery office. 

G. The location and position in which a memorial is to be placed or erected on a Plot 

shall be entirely subject to the approval, and shall be under the supervision of the 

Cemetery Management. 

H. No memorial extending above the surface of the ground shall be erected on Graves 

designated as flush marker Graves. 

I. Any permitted non-Cemetery personnel, in placing or erecting monuments and 

other structures, or bringing in materials in regard to such work, shall operate as 
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independent contractors, but such work must conform to the regulations made by 

the Cemetery Management. 

J. Any permitted non-cemetery personnel, in placing or erecting monuments, building 

foundation, and other structures, are prohibited from scattering their material over 

adjoining Plots, or from blocking roads or walks, or from leaving their material on 

the grounds longer than absolutely necessary, or from attaching ropes to trees or 

shrubs. When any heavy material is to be moved over lawns, suitable and approved 

planks must be laid to prevent injury. 

 All excess materials not used in the foundation or the placing of the memorial or 

marker should be removed from the grounds by the contractor. A charge for clean-

up of a Grave site may be sent to the contractor if the Cemetery grounds are not left 

in good order. 

K. Damage done to plots, walks, drives, trees, shrubs, or other property by any non-

Cemetery personnel, dealers, or contractors, or their agents, may be repaired by the 

Cemetery Management; and cost of such repairs shall be charged to the Grave 

Holder, dealer or contractor, and/or his/her principal. 

L. The Cemetery Management reserves the right to stop all work of any nature when, 

in its opinion, proper preparations have not been made; or when work is being done 

in such a manner as to endanger life or property; or when work is not being executed 

according to specifications; or when any reasonable request on the part of the 

Cemetery Management is disregarded; or when any person employed on the work 

violates any rule of the Cemetery Management. 

M. While the Cemetery Management will exercise all possible care to protect raised 

lettering, carving, or ornaments on any memorial or other structure, on any plots, it 

disclaims responsibility for damage or injury thereto. 

N. The Cemetery Management reserves, and shall have, the right to correct any error 

that may be made by its employees or by any other person or persons in the location 

or placing of a memorial in any Cemetery. 

O. Should any memorial, mausoleum, or tomb become unsightly, dilapidated, or a 

menace to the safety of persons within the Cemetery, the Cemetery Management 

shall have the right, after 30-days’ notice to the Grave Holder of record, whether to 

correct the condition or to remove the same, in either case at the expense of the 

Grave Holder. 

P. Soliciting memorial sales or memorial work within any Cemetery is not                                      

permitted. 
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