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My Dear People of God, 
 

Today we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent, which also marks the beginning of a  
new liturgical year (Lec onary Cycle C). It is also providen al that a er several months  
of being away from our Church, as it was closed for renova on, today we return and  
have every reason to rejoice at the achievement that has come from our generosity and 
commitment to God and to our Church parish. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, the season of Advent is a season of prepara on and wai ng for the coming of 
the Lord. As such, it encompasses the four Sundays that precede Christmas. Advent is a me of prepara on 
for the coming of the Lord. In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith: first is the final coming 
of the Lord in glory and second is the mystery of the incarna on, God loving us so much as to become like 
one of us. The key themes of the Advent season are watchful wai ng, prepara on, and jus ce. 
 

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Luke will be the primary Gospel proclaimed. Today's Gospel reading is 
taken from the last chapter before the passion narra ve in which Jesus is teaching in the Temple. We hear 
Jesus speak to His disciples about the need to be vigilant and to pray as they wait for the coming of the Son of 
Man in glory. This passage marks the conclusion of a lengthy dialogue in which Jesus predicts the destruc on 
of the Temple in Jerusalem, warns about the persecu on and tribula ons to follow, and iden fies the signs 
that will signal the coming of the Son of Man in glory. 
 

Jesus himself talks about His Second Coming in the Gospel today (Luke 21:25‐28, 34‐36). A er describing the 
cosmic signs before His Second Coming Jesus warns; ‘Be vigilant at all mes and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribula ons that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man’.  In other words, 
Jesus is telling us that we are to stay awake and pray, we are to prepare to meet Him. So during this Advent 
we are to prepare not just for Santa’s coming to town, but above all, we are to prepare for Jesus coming to 
town and to our lives. He therefore tells us to prepare by staying awake and praying. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, there is really only one gi  at Christmas and that gi  is Jesus coming to us with 
the gi  of eternal life. We can make a return gi  to Jesus, a return gi  of our lives pleasing to him. The second 
reading today encourages us to prepare our hearts for Jesus this Advent: .’.may the Lord make you increase 
and abound in love for one another and for all…so as to strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus…” 
 

What be er gi  can we give to Jesus at Christmas than to have lived Advent in union with Him? What be er 
gi  can we give to Jesus at Christmas than to have removed from our lives this Advent anything and every‐
thing that keeps us apart from Jesus? What be er gi  can we give Jesus at Christmas than to be able to say to 
Him, “During Advent I reformed my life because I love you as my Lord”? If there is anything in our lives that is 
not pleasing to Jesus, we can use this me of Advent to break from sin and leave sin behind so that we can 
stay awake and pray while wai ng for Jesus. We want to give Jesus this gi  of our lives because just as Jere‐
miah looked to Jesus as God’s promise, we also look to Jesus this Advent as God’s promise in our lives. 
 

Jesus' predic ons about the end mes may sound dire, but in the next paragraph Luke tells us that people 
woke early to listen to Jesus' teaching in the Temple area. In his person and in his message, those who heard 
Jesus found strength and consola on. Like the first Chris ans, we may encounter events and circumstances 
that could lead us to despair. Through prayer, however, we find strength and consola on in Jesus' words and 
in his con nuing presence with us to endure all things and to witness to the ac on of God in our world. 
 

Let us open our hearts and our lives to receive the Lord. 
 

Thanks and God bless, 
 

Fr Simon Peter 



REFLECTION ON THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

The term Advent comes from two La n words Ad‐ventus or ad‐venire, which simply means “to arrive” or “to 
come” respec vely.” It marks the beginning of the Church’s liturgical calendar. It is a four‐week period lead‐
ing up to Christmas. 
 
For us Chris ans and Catholics in par cular, it means a me of expecta on and prepara on for the Lord’s 
birth. So, the prophecy of John the Bap st: “a voice of one calling in the desert, prepare a way for the Lord 
…” (Mk 1, 3), echoes loudly to us this season. 
 
Advent is a me when we expect mercy and libera on because our Lord, the King of the universe whose so‐
lemnity we celebrated last Sunday comes with power to reign over his people. This Advent is special because 
it marks the beginning a special year dedicated to the family. 
 
The first reading from Jeremiah reminds us that we expect the fulfillment of God’s promises to us this season. 
The promise is about our deliverance, and the restora on of our lost integrity which has been s fled by fear 
of the unknown. It is equally a me of restora on of our hope and faith. Jesus comes also to liberate us from 
shame and sorrows. 
 
How do we begin this prepara on? Paul gives us a clue in our second reading when he says: “May he so con‐
firm your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless in the sight of our God…when our Lord Jesus comes 
with all his saints.” 
 
Holiness of life in our world today appears to have lost its meaning or perhaps is one concept that sounds so 
abstract or even rela ve. In other words, it is believed by many, even Chris ans, to be una ainable. Yet, it is a 
necessary condi on for seeing and mee ng the Lord when he comes because, “without holiness no man can 
see the Lord” (Heb 12, 14). 
 
In spite of the difficul es we face in a aining holiness, this season Paul admonishes us to “conduct ourselves 
in the way that please God.” This is a call to strive for perfec on. If it were not possible, Christ would not have 
demanded it from us. So, this season, let us endeavor to avoid greed, licen ousness, inordinate ambi ons, 
anger, malice, backbi ng, gossips, abor on, drunkenness, immodesty, and all sorts of vices. We must prepare 
and equip ourselves with good virtues like a bride wai ng for her groom. 
 
Today’s gospel reminds us of something very important in our Chris an journey. It calls us to be awake and 
watchful. Therefore, this is a call for us to intensify and strengthen our prayer life. This is because prayer puri‐
fies the soul and casts away all fears. It prepares and strengthens us in joyful hope. 
 
Importantly, prayer provides us the spiritual energy, courage and confidence to stand firm. Therefore, as a 
family, this Advent offers us the opportunity to unite in prayers as we wait for the Lord. So, rather than en‐
gage ourselves only with mundane prepara ons, let us engage ourselves in intensive prayers. We must pre‐
pare together as a family through prayer. 
 
May our Lord find us awake and ready when he comes in glory. So, with the psalmist let us proclaim: “To you, 
O Lord I li  up my soul.” 
Peace be with you! Maranatha!  
 

This brief reflec on was wri en by Rev. Fr. Njoku Canice Chukwuemeka, C.S.Sp. 



 

MONDAY |  Is 2:1‐5; Ps 122:1‐9; Mt 8:5‐11 
 

TUESDAY |  Rom 10:9‐18; Ps 19:8‐11; Mt 4:18‐22 
 

WEDNESDAY |  Is 25:6‐10a; Ps 23:1‐6; Mt 15:29‐37 
 
 

THURSDAY |  Is 26:1‐6; Ps 118:1, 8‐9, 19‐21, 25‐27a; Mt 7:21, 24‐27 

 

FRIDAY |  Is 29:17‐24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13‐14; Mt 9:27‐31 
 
 

SATURDAY |  Is 30:19‐21, 23‐26; Ps 147:1‐6; Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6‐8 

 

SUNDAY |  Bar 5:1‐9; Ps 126:1‐6; Phil 1:4‐6, 8‐11; Lk 3:1‐6  

TODAY’S READINGS 

WATCHFUL CONFIDENCE 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

First Sunday of Advent 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 

the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 

with righteous deeds at his coming, 

so that, gathered at his right hand, 

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

FIRST READING  | (Jeremiah 33:14‐16) 

PSALM  | (Psalm 25) 

SECOND READING  | (1 Thessalonians 3:12 — 4:2) 

GOSPEL  |  (Luke 21:25‐28, 34‐36) 

We the Church enter into Advent and the new liturgical year with a call for a watchful confidence. Our read‐

ings were originally addressed to communi es undergoing great loss and confusion. Jeremiah speaks confi‐

dently of God fulfilling the ancient promises to Israel, even during a me of foreign invasion. Paul speaks of 

God leading the Church into holiness, while the community longs for the coming of Jesus. In the Gospel pas‐

sage from Luke, Jesus speaks of powerful signs and of great confusion to come, but emphasizes that we may 

look forward knowing that God brings not cause for despair, but hope. We celebrate Advent to remind each 

other of God’s faithfulness. We are to be watchful, to see how God is s rring up our world. God disturbs both 

our pride and our complacency, and brings us healing and jus ce. We prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus, 

confident that God indeed fulfills all these divine promises. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

What righteous deeds would I be able to bring with 

me if Christ returned this week? 

 

Collect text from the English transla on of The Roman Missal, © 2010, 

Interna onal Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora on. All 

rights reserved. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

The measure of greatness is not the number of serv‐

ants you have, but the number of people you serve.  

REFLECTION QUESTION 

GREATNESS 



MASS INTENTIONS 

 

November 27th           4:00 PM  Ernest, Be y, Jacob and Sadi Mabile by Bernade e Mabile  

     Charles T. Hebert, Willie Mae (Minnie) and Herman Hebert by Family 

November 28th           8:30 AM  Anthony “Rod” Rodrigue  

     Ronnie Thomas by Michael and Sylvia Langlinais 

     Theogene Dugas by Phyllis Ables and Family 

     Patricia Olivier by Phyllis Ables 

                         10:30 AM  Claire Babin by Bobe e Talbot 

     Gary Gauthreaux by Karen Dufrene 

     Allen “Cou” Frederick by Family 

December 4th  4:00 PM Claire Babin by Phyllis Ables and Family 

     Jane and Gerald LeBoeuf by Phyllis Ables and Family 

December 5th  8:30 AM Ronnie Thomas by Michael and Sylvia Langlinais 

     Patricia Olivier by Glynn Olivier 

     In loving Memory of Laurie Hebert on her birthday by Mom and Dad 

             10:30 AM  Ralph Melancon by Ava Percle 

THE SANCTUARY LIGHT  |  IN MEMORY OF  

November 28th—December 4th  Rudy Boudreaux (Death Anniversary) By Earline and Family 

     Numa Richard by Marlene and Ronnie Richard 

     Patricia Olivier by Glynn Olivier 

     Arthur Landry        

PRAYER LINE 

To be added to the prayer line, call Nina Richard at 446‐1206 or the rectory at 446‐6801. In the charity of your pray‐

ers, please pray for the sick, elderly, and homebound. Please pray for:  Elaine Ables, Susan Arceneaux, Donnie Aucoin 

Jr, Jacob Aucoin, Jeannie Aucoin, Sara Aucoin, Elvin Babin, Tommy Badeaux, Chad Barrileaux, Ronnie Bednarz, Chuck 

Beebe, Gertrude Benoit, Fr. Paul Bergeron, Mitzy Bettridge, Gretchen  Bilello, Preston Billiot, Alvin & Gail Blanchard, 

Dennis Blanchard, Ronald Blanchard, Lynn Bonneval, Aline Boudreaux, Delores Bourgeois, Emile “Jay”  Bourgeois,  Pa‐

tricia Bourgeois, Connie Bouterie, Emma Del Broussard, Susan Caillouet, Gary & Sheila Cavalier, Bessie Chiasson, Randy 

Chiasson, Jane D. Clement Bryce Comeaux, Huey Cortez Sr., Martha Cortez, Randy Davis, Cary Davis, Jr., Dorothy Didier, 

Barbara & Ronni Duhon,  Linda Ekiss, Avery “Brother” and Sonja Fonseca, Melissa Fontana Darin Fonz, Robin Ford, Ma‐

rie Fournier, Alisa Frederick, Dante Galliano, Toby Gambarella, Leigh Ann Gardner, Carrie Gibbens Belinda Gil, Brandon 

Gil, George Gil, The Gil Family, Carrie Mae Givens, Austin Gros, Chad Gros, George Gros, Rosebella Gros, Kendra Guillot, 

Myles Harris, Joy Hebert, Katie Hebert, Jerrell Hebert, Sr., Cheryl Henderson, Jessie Hoffpauir, Samara Holland, Kristen 

Koppel, Eldine LaFleur, Jackson LaFleur, Mona Lambert, Elmay Landry, Joyce Landry, Craig Landry, Mark Landry, Barba‐

ra Nell Lapeyrouse, Allie LeBlanc, Emily LeBoeuf, Evelyn Leger, Tammy Babin Loney, Tim Long, Payton Martin, Keith 

Matherne, Rick Melancon, Asher Miller, Savannah Miller, Emma Mire, Bethany Moore, Meghan Naquin, Misty Naquin, 

Shannon Naquin, Eric Oliviery, Annie Ordoyne, Kara Pellegrin, Sherry Pennison, Lisa Pennison, Kenneth Pitre, James 

Pierce, Kip Pierce, Sharon Prejean, Ed Raidl, Kerri Reynolds, Bryce Richard, Ella Richard, Gladys Richard, Lorita Rodrigue, 

Susan Rodrigue, Cynthia Rogers, Danielle Samanie, Chester Sanchez, Karla Saunier, Kathy Savoie, Earline Simmoneaux, 

Penny Simmons,  Brenda Sonier, Mike Stegall, Louis Stevens, Melissa Tardiff, Trish Templet, Pierre & Mary Theriot, 

Cammie Thibodaux, Lacey Thibodeaux, Thibodaux Family, Chris Toups, Joyce Toups, Ricky Turner, Sara Day Vignes, Alli‐

son Walters, and Wanda Wawrose, Freddie Webre, Mike Wiley, Anna Wooten.  Please notify the office when names 

can be removed. 



WEEKDAY MASSES 
MONDAY—FRIDAY 8 AM 

 

WEEKEND MASSES  
SATURDAY | 4 PM 
SUNDAY | 8:30 AM  
        10:30 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS  
SATURDAY | 3 PM — 3:50 PM 
SUNDAY | 7:30 AM — 8:20 AM 

         10:00 AM — 10:20 AM  

Welcome All! 

PHONE  |  985‐446‐6801      
LOCATION  |  2076 W MAIN ST SCHRIEVER, LA 70395          

EMAIL  |  STBRIDGETCHURCH@HTDIOCESE.ORG  
MEDIA  |  FACEBOOK.COM/STBRIDGET 

WEBSITE  |  HTTPS://STBRIDGET‐HTDIOCESE.ORG 

 

ADVENT MASS SCHEDULE 
(In addition to regularly scheduled mass 

and confession times.) 
 

Mass 
Monday—Friday  6 PM 

 
Confession 

Monday-Friday 
AM: 7:30-7:55  &  PM: 5:30-5:55 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve Masses: 
4:00 PM and 6:00 PM 

Midnight 
 

Christmas Day Mass: 
9:00 AM 

The Advent season is a me of prepara on that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second com‐
ing at the end of me and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From the earliest days 
of the Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ promise to come back. But the scripture read‐
ings during Advent tell us not to waste our me with predic ons. Advent is not about specula on. 
Our Advent readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and distracted by the cares of 
this world (Lk 21:34‐36). Like Lent, the liturgical color for Advent is purple since both are seasons 
that prepare us for great feast days. Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of pre‐
paring, quie ng, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas.  

WHAT IS ADVENT? 



   Catholic Daughters to Help the Needy 
 

The Catholic Daughters are collec ng new blankets, new toys, and gi  cards for needy 

families in our diocese. Many families have lost everything due to Hurricane Ida, any way 

that you can help will be greatly appreciated. Items can be dropped off in the foyer of the 

annex before Mass from now through December 5th. All items are to be unwrapped. No 

dona on is too small. Gi  cards can be from retail stores, grocery stores, and/or restaurants. The Catholic 

Daughter mo o is “Unity and Charity”. Please unite with us as we provide these much needed items to the 

less fortunate. Thanks for your generosity. 
 

          CDA  Christmas Meeting – December 9th 

 

The annual CDA Christmas social will be held Thursday, December 9th at 6:30 pm. Catholic women age 18 and 

above are encouraged to a end the Pot Luck Finger Food Christmas Celebra on. Members are reminded to 

bring items (blankets, toys, gi  cards) to the December mee ng. Ladies interested in joining the group 

should a end the December mee ng or contact any officer for more details. Officers are Bernade e Mabile, 

Faie Duplan s, Bridget McElroy, Nina Billiot, and Mary Louviere. 

St. Bridget Church needs your help... 
 

We have been using the same sound system for many years and the quality has 
suffered.  With your financial assistance, we can purchase a new sound system that will go 
hand‐in‐hand with our newly renovated church.  
It is important to us that you "hear" the word.  Help us to make this sound quality even 
be er.  If you are unable to offer a financial gi  at this me, please pray for our con nued 
success as a community, a church, a family.  However, if you are able to offer a financial gi , 
please know that 100% of your gi  will go directly towards our new sound system.  We are 
excited to proclaim the word of our Lord!  
 

Thank you for supporting St. Bridget Church! 
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com




