
St. Bridget Catholic Church 



My Dear people of God, 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

The Sunday a er Christmas is Holy Family Sunday. Today therefore, we celebrate the Holy 

Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. On this Sunday, what we are celebra ng is the model 

family and the rela onships that make for that model family: love, care, concern and re-

sponsibility. The Holy Family is given to us as model and example to follow in living lives of 

virtue. 

Our first reading today is from my favorite book in the Bible, Sirach. If you have never read it, I challenge you 

to read it. It has tons of simple straight forward, some mes very direct instruc ons on life issues and how to 

deal with them. The reading today is an extract from the sec on tled “Duty to Parents” and highlights the 

fact that parents have a special role in our lives and as such we should honor and respect them all through 

life, but especially when they grow old. 
 

In the second reading, from the Le er to the Colossians, St Paul points out the virtues that should prevail in 

our lives if we are to imitate the Holy Family. He goes on to address the key rela onships in the family. If we 

follow these instruc ons from St Paul, our families will indeed be holy. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, the purpose of today’s feast is to encourage all of us to make good decisions in 

our lives about the families in which we live. Today’s feast is to encourage those who are married to make 

holy decisions about their rela onship and about children and about raising children. Today’s feast also helps 

those who live in other types of communi es, encouraging them to make good decisions in terms of loving 

one another and concern and care and responsibility for one another. 
 

The Gospel shows us a point in the life of Jesus, Mary and Joseph when Jesus was beginning to make his own 

decisions. This is a challenge for all parents. Yet the only way a holy family can con nue as a holy family when 

the children grow up is this respect for the path of the child. Even when children make bad choices, parents 

must respect those choices, even as they may work to help the child understand a bad choice as bad. 
 

The Book of Wisdom, centuries ago, recognized that unless we learn to love our mothers and fathers and our 

children, life will never be all that it is meant to be. Those of us who pray and celebrate this feast today can 

desire to love our parents, whether living or dead. We can desire any children in our lives and in our families. 

These basic rela onships of love and respect, based in God, help form a world that is full of joy and life. 
 

As we con nue to celebrate Christmas and the gi  of our families let us pray to the Holy Family and ask for 

the graces to live well these virtues in our families. 
 

Merry Christmas 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Simon Peter 



 

YOUR FAMILY IS GOD’S HOLY GIFT: HANDLE WITH CARE! 

Rev. Fr. Boniface Nkem Anusiem 

This story would touch your heart. A son takes his old father to a restaurant for an evening dinner. The father 

being very old and weak, would drop food on his shirt and trousers while ea ng. Other diners watch in dis-

gust, but his son remains calm and con nues to assist him. A er the dinner, the son takes his old dad to the 

bathroom, wipes the food par cles, removes the stains, combs his hair and fits his spectacles. 

 

As they come out from the bathroom, the people in the restaurant watch them in silence, unable to under-

stand how the young man could contain the public embarrassment. The son se les the bill and as they walk 

out of the restaurant an old man calls out to the son and says to him, “don’t you think you have le  some-

thing behind?” The son replied, “No sir, I haven’t.” The old man replies and exclaims, “Yes, you have! You le  

a lesson for every son and hope for every father.” The boy replies and says to him “I just switched places with 

my dad, I was like him as a messy li le kid many years ago in this same restaurant.” The restaurant goes into 

dead silence with obvious lessons learned; we o en receive what we give especially to the family. 

 

The family is God’s special gi  to us. Ideally, the family began at the moment God thought that it was not 

good for the man to be alone and proceeded to give him a helper as a partner in the person of Eve (Gen. 2:18

-24). Furthermore, the foremost divine blessing upon marriage is frui ulness, “God blessed them, and God 

said to them, be frui ul and mul ply, and fill the earth and subdue it…” (Gen. 1:28). It will be very fi ng for 

us to indicate that frui ulness is not restricted to childbearing. It also includes bearing good fruits like love 

that could fill the world and subdue it. 

 

The family is the basic unit of human society, and there is no life without the family. To demonstrate the im-

portance of family, God decided to come to us through the young family of Mary and Joseph where the word 

took flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth (John 1:14). 

 

Family Is Anything We Make Of It!: The family is a full package that we need to accept with love, faith, and 

hope. On the average, everything happens in the family, the good, the bad, and the ugly. From the story of 

Hannah, we learn about the challenge of childlessness. Hannah did not give up as she poured out her tears to 

God in the temple asking for a son whom she promised that she would give back to God. 

 

In the Gospel today (Luke 2:41-52), Joseph and Mary could not find the boy Jesus among their rela ons a er 

two days of leaving Jerusalem to their home in Nazareth. It couldn’t have been an easy search for the twelve-

year-old Jesus whom they eventually saw in the temple instruc ng notable teachers. 

 

A family is a place we share love, laugh, express joy. A family is also a place we some mes cry and mourn es-

pecially when a loved one gets sick and dies. Some mes we experience anger and hurt in the family. I have 

seen people who regret being members of their respec ve families. But we don’t choose our families. It is 

God’s gi  to us, and we can only make the best out of it. 



In the Second Reading today (Col.3:12-17), St. Paul presents an extensive discourse on some desirable family 

virtues which includes, holiness, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, forbearance, forgiveness and 

above all love which binds all together under Christ. In his instruc on, he called on the different segments 

that make up the family to work toward integra on and progress. Wives are to be subject to their husbands; 

husbands should love their wives eschewing harshness and children should obey their parents while parents, 

in turn, should not provoke the children lest they become discouraged. 

 

Moving Forward And Making Your Family Holy: The perfect family is not the family without problems and 

difficul es. The ideal family is not the one without need; not the affluent. There is no perfect family, but eve-

ry family could strive to be holy by being a en ve to the example of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 

 

Holiness means walking in God’s way which also implies obedience to God by observing His precepts (Joshua 

1:7). Obedience to God starts from the love and respect members of the family have for each other. Obedi-

ence may not happen without humility which entails selfless service to others; in fact, self-centeredness is 

an the cal to holiness following the model of Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:3-7). 

 

Moving forward in the family cannot happen without love. Love is what we give without expec ng a reward; 

in fact, the reward for love is to love more without condi ons. When we genuinely love, we complement 

each other instead of compe ng with each other. Love helps us to let go, and let God, love helps us to forgive 

and to give. When we stop loving in the family, we start losing. 

 

Having a place to go is home, having someone to love is a family and having both is a blessing. Hallowed be 

your family and may the coming year bring the abundant blessings of Psalm 128 to your home. Happy feast 

of the Holy Family. 

 

 
NEW YEAR MASS SCHEDULE 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 

JANUARY 1ST, 2022 
9:00 AM 



MONDAY |  1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 

TUESDAY |  1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 
 

WEDNESDAY |  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
 
 

THURSDAY |  1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 

 

FRIDAY | 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
 
 

SATURDAY |  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

 

SUNDAY |  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

TODAY’S READINGS 

FAMILY LIFE 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
O God, who were pleased to give us 

the shining example of the Holy Family, 
graciously grant that we may imitate them 

in prac cing the virtues of family life  
and in the bonds of charity, 

and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

FIRST READING  | (1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28) or Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

PSALM  | (Psalm 84) or Psalm 128 

SECOND READING  | (1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24) or Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17] 

GOSPEL  |  (Luke 2:41-52). 

Christmas celebrates the Incarna on, the “en-flesh-ment” of God as a human person. In Jesus, God is bodily 
present in the human story. Today we honor the Holy Family, helping us to see that God is ac ve in daily fam-
ily life. God is near at hand, amidst the tensions, joys, and uncertain es of family life. As our Gospel passage 
describes, even with family miscommunica ons and with limited understanding of Jesus’ mission, the Holy 
Family persevered in their life together. Like many family conflicts, there was no immediate or clear resolu-

on of the issues raised by Jesus and by Mary. God’s inten ons for the family, and for Jesus, were s ll unfold-
ing. They con nued to stay connected with each other and with God. Within the turbulence of family life, 
they trusted God to ac vely sustain and guide them into an uncertain future. We are invited to follow their 
example.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

How can I imitate the Holy Family this week? 
 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 

All rights reserved. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

REFLECTION QUESTION 

SAINTS AND OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

Tuesday: The Holy Innocents                                

Wednesday: St. Thomas Becket 

Friday: St. Sylvester                                                      

Saturday: World Day of Prayer for Peace  



WEEKDAY MASSES 
MONDAY—FRIDAY 8 AM 

 

WEEKEND MASSES  
SATURDAY | 4 PM 
SUNDAY | 8:00 AM  
        10:30 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS  
SATURDAY | 3 PM — 3:50 PM 
SUNDAY | 7:30 AM — 8:20 AM 

         10:00 AM — 10:20 AM  

Welcome All! 

PHONE  |  985‐446‐6801      
LOCATION  |  2076 W MAIN ST SCHRIEVER, LA 70395          

EMAIL  |  STBRIDGETCHURCH@HTDIOCESE.ORG  
MEDIA  |  FACEBOOK.COM/STBRIDGET 

WEBSITE  |  HTTPS://STBRIDGET‐HTDIOCESE.ORG 



MASS INTENTIONS 

December 24th    For all special inten ons listed in the bulle n insert 

December 25th    For all special inten ons listed in the bulle n insert 

December 26th   8:00 AM Belle Brunet (DA) by The Olin Family 

     Brian Gordon (DA) by Charles and Anita Cavalier and Family 

     Diane Levron by Phyllis Ables and Family 

     Ram Bernard by Phyllis Ables and Family 

              10:30 AM Ronnie Thomas by Peter and Karen Gulo a 

     Claire Babin by Bobe e Talbot 

December 31st  8:00 AM Bre  Savoie by Mom, Teli and Family 

January 1st   4:00 PM Agnes and Ernest Breaux by Family 

     Ka e Ann Boudreaux, Boudreaux, Theriot and Ordoneaux Families 

     By Craig and Aline Boudreaux 

     Joe Carp Jr. by Elaine Ables and Family 

January 2nd               8:30 AM Patricia Olivier by Glynn Olivier 

     Joe Richterberg by Amy Richterberg 

             10:30 AM Ralph Melancon by Ava Percle  

THE SANCTUARY LIGHT  |  IN MEMORY OF  

December 26th—Jan 1st    Patricia Olivier by Glynn Olivier   

PRAYER LINE 

To be added to the prayer line, call Nina Richard at 446‐1206 or the rectory at 446-6801. In the charity of your pray-

ers, please pray for the sick, elderly, and homebound. Please pray for:  Elaine Ables, Susan Arceneaux, Donnie Aucoin 

Jr, Jacob Aucoin, Jeannie Aucoin, Sara Aucoin, Elvin Babin, Tommy Badeaux, Chad Barrileaux, Ronnie Bednarz, Chuck 

Beebe, Gertrude Benoit, Fr. Paul Bergeron, Mitzy Bettridge, Gretchen  Bilello, Preston Billiot, Alvin & Gail Blanchard, 

Dennis Blanchard, Ronald Blanchard, Lynn Bonneval, Aline Boudreaux, Delores Bourgeois, Emile “Jay”  Bourgeois,  Pa-

tricia Bourgeois, Connie Bouterie, Emma Del Broussard, Susan Caillouet, Ronnie Carrier, Gary & Sheila Cavalier, Bessie 

Chiasson, Randy Chiasson, Jane D. Clement Bryce Comeaux, Huey Cortez Sr., Martha Cortez, Randy Davis, Cary Davis, 

Jr., Dorothy Didier, Barbara & Ronni Duhon,  Linda Ekiss, Avery “Brother” and Sonja Fonseca, Melissa Fontana, Robin 

Ford, Marie Fournier, Alisa Frederick, Julie Frisella, Dante Galliano, Toby Gambarella, Leigh Ann Gardner, Carrie Gib-

bens, Belinda Gil, Brandon Gil, George Gil, The Gil Family, Carrie Mae Givens, Austin Gros, Chad Gros, George Gros, 

Rosebella Gros, Kendra Guillot, Kevin Hardee, Myles Harris, Joy Hebert, Katie Hebert, Jerrell Hebert, Sr., Cheryl Hender-

son, Jessie Hoffpauir, Samara Holland, Kristen Koppel, Eldine LaFleur, Jackson LaFleur, Mona Lambert, Elmay Landry, 

Joyce Landry, Craig Landry, Mark Landry, Barbara Nell Lapeyrouse, Allie LeBlanc, Emily LeBoeuf, Evelyn Leger, Tammy 

Babin Loney, Tim Long, Payton Martin, Keith Matherne, Rick Melancon, Asher Miller, Savannah Miller, Emma Mire, 

Bethany Moore, Meghan Naquin, Misty Naquin, Shannon Naquin, Eric Oliviery, Annie Ordoyne, Kara Pellegrin, Sherry 

Pennison, Lisa Pennison, Kenneth Pitre, James Pierce, Kip Pierce, Sharon Prejean, Ed Raidl, Kerri Reynolds, Bryce Rich-

ard, Ella Richard, Gladys Richard, Lorita Rodrigue, Susan Rodrigue, Cynthia Rogers, Danielle Samanie, Chester Sanchez, 

Karla Saunier, Kathy Savoie, Earline Simmoneaux, Penny Simmons,  Brenda Sonier, Mike Stegall, Louis Stevens, Melissa 

Tardiff, Trish Templet, Pierre & Mary Theriot, Cammie Thibodaux, Earl Thibodaux, Lacey Thibodeaux, Thibodaux Family, 

Joyce Toups, Ricky Turner, Sara Day Vignes, Allison Walters, and Wanda Wawrose, Freddie Webre, Mike Wiley, Anna 

Wooten.  Please notify the office when names can be removed. 
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Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
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• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com




