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PARISH CALENDAR & MASS INTENTIONS 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 
Appeal Weekend – Religious Retirement Fund 

SUN.  5 Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. Mass (L/D Members of the George CH 
            and Mary McGraw families) 

10:00 a.m. Mass (Larry Disinger) CH 
11:00 a.m. RCIA CH 

12:15 p.m. Spanish Mass (Mary Ann Nivens) CH 
5:15-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class AH 
 
MON. 6 St. Andre Bessette, Religious 
7:40 a.m. Morning Prayer CH 
8:00 a.m. Mass (Int. of Jim & Pat Savage) CH 
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting AH 
 
TUES. 7 St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest 
7:40 a.m. Morning Prayer CH 
8:00 a.m. Mass (For the Int. of Rosalie Metzger) CH 
  
WED. 8   
7:40 a.m. Morning Prayer CH 

8:00 a.m. Mass (JoAnn Richards) CH 
    School Children attend Mass 
1:30 p.m. Catholicism Series AH 
6:30 p.m. Maintenance Committee Mtg. AH 
7:00 p.m. Catholicism Series AH 
   
THURS. 9  
No 8:00 a.m. Mass 
9:30 a.m. Footprints Sewing Group AH 
5:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry Supv. Mtg. AH 
 
FRI.   10  
7:40 a.m. Morning Prayer CH 

8:00 a.m. Mass (Jodean Lindemer) CH  
 
SAT.  11  
8:00 a.m. Mass (L/D Members-Coutinho family) CH 
9:00 a.m. Church Cleaning 
3:00 p.m. Confessions CH 

4:30 p.m. Mass (Annette Miller) CH 
5:30 p.m. Baptism CH 

 
2nd Collection – Religious Retirement Fund 

 
SUN. 12 Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. Mass (St. Lawrence Parish) CH 

10:00 a.m. Mass (Thelma Bedel) CH 
11:00 a.m. Family of Faith AH 
11:00 a.m. RCIA AH 

12:15 p.m. Spanish Mass (Pat & Betty Finnegan) CH 
 
 

CH-church; RD-Rectory Dining; AH-St.Agnes Hall; RL-Rectory Living Room 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Lawrence, 

      Thursday night’s news of the drone attack on an Iranian 

leader really disturbed me.  Whether justified in the eyes of our 

government, I really am fearful of what will be released in 

retaliation throughout the world and especially in the mid-east.  

I doubt if it will ever be safe for a U.S. citizen to travel there.  

(As a student, I could never understand how World War I was 

set off by the assassination of one man, Archduke Ferdinand.  

Now I see how that is possible.) 

     All this happened after I had read Pope Francis’ Message on 

January 1 – 53
rd

 World Day of Peace.  Excerpts from this 

follow: 

     “Peace, a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial.  

Peace is a great and precious value, the object of our hope and 

the aspiration of the entire human family.  As a human attitude, 

our hope for peace is marked by an existential tension that 

makes it possible for the present, with all its difficulties, to be 

lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we can be sure of 

this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of 

the journey.  Hope is thus the virtue that inspires us and keeps 

us moving forward, even when obstacles seem insurmountable. 

The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often 

aggravated by ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect 

on the body and soul of humanity.  Every war is a form of 

fratricide that destroys the human family’s innate vocation to 

brotherhood.  War as we know, often begins with the inability to 

accept the diversity of others, which then fosters attitudes of 

aggrandizement and domination born of selfishness and pride, 

hatred and the desire to caricature, exclude and even destroy the 

other.  War is fueled by a perversion of relationships, by 

hegemonic ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of others and 

by seeing diversity as an obstacle.  And these, in turn, are 

aggravated by the experience of war. 

     Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to 

withdraw into their own safety zone.  Mistrust and fear weaken 

relationships and increase the risk of violence, creating a vicious 

circle that can never lead to a relationship of peace.  Even 

nuclear deterrence can only produce the illusion of security. 

     We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common 

origin from God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust.  

The desire for peace lies deep within the human heart, and we 

should not resign ourselves to seeking anything less than this. 

     Peace, a journey of listening based on memory, solidarity 

and fraternity. 

     Setting out on a journey of peace is a challenge made all the 

more complex because the interests at stake in relationships 

between people, communities and nations, are numerous and 

conflicting.  We must first appeal to people’s moral conscience 

and to personal and political will.  Peace emerges from the 

depths of the human heart and political will must always be 

renewed, so that new ways can be found to reconcile and unite 

individuals and communities. 

     In our Christian experience, we constantly remember Christ, 

who gave his life to reconcile us to one another (Romans 5:6-

11).  The Church shares fully in the search for a just social 

order; she continues to serve the common good and to nourish 

the hope for peace by transmitting Christian values and moral 

teaching, and by her social and educational works.” 

 
(for the full text of Pope Francis’ message go to:  

https://zenit.org/articles/popes-message-for-53rd-world-day-of-peace-

full-text) 
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TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The 

LORD shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears 

over you (Isaiah 60:1-6). 

Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 

(Psalm 72). 

Second Reading — The mystery has been made known 

that the Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 

Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is 

the newborn king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;  

 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;  

 Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;  

 Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10;  

 Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please remember the following parishioners in your 

prayers this week:   Beth Kaiser, Sonja Bickey,  

Larry Tricker, Isaiah Greiner, Dan Wade, Joe Morgan, 

Dale Goth, JoAnn Brown,  Miriam Walker, Adam Pence, 

Alex Pence, Anthony Pence,  Joseph Jenkinson, Clara 

Persinger, Martha Jean McIntosh, Dorothy Duncan,  Linda 

Goth, Pete Whitcomb, Betty Wright, Shirley Jordan, 

Kameron Kadinger, Joe Duncan, Dick and Lucille 

Kanney, Pat Daunt, John Haack,  Larry Rigel, Ronald 

Macken, Joyce Doyle, Marie Rhorer, for the family of 

Alex and Kim Flores, Stacey Vencel, Joshua Cole, 

Richard Biehl, Ed Kratochvil, Mary Hadley, Noah Cross,  

Judy Cool Beaty,  Mary Kerrigan, Roni Johnson, William 

Berger, Tia Lindsey, Dixie Lindsey,  David Duke, Bill 

Brown,  Bailey Michelle Rinker, Jimmy Hossom, Paula 

Hughes, Don Cox,  Kevin Farrell, Helen Fouts, John 

Hartmeyer, Phyllis Dornberger, Julie Coley Werling, 

Charles Beaty, James Kenneth Barnes II, Mary Bedel, 

Gary Pavlechko, Jim Savage. 

 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 5, 2020 

They opened their treasures  

and offered him gifts  

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

— Matthew 2:11b 

 

 

 

.

 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for 
January 

Dear Heavenly Father, We pray for peace 

throughout the world.  May Christians, as well as 

followers of all other religions and all people of 

goodwill, promote peace and justice in the world. 

 

Pray For: 
 Our Priests, Deacons, and Seminarians 

Sun. Fr. Daniel Duff Dcn. Jim Rush 
Mon. Msgr. John Duncan Dcn. Steve Seitz 
Tues. Fr Stephen Duquaine Dcn. Chuck Springer 
Wed. Fr. Dale Ehrman Dcn. Truman Stevens 

Thurs. Fr. Dennis Faker Dcn. Joe VanSchepen 
Fri. Fr. Samuel Futral Dcn. Stan Zak 
Sat. Fr. Alan Funk Dcn. Robert Angelich 

 

 
Weekend of December 29, 2019 

St. Lawrence Parish ………………….. $7,845.21 
School Support ……………………… ..      $     20.00 
Children’s Envelopes ……………….. ..      $       5.00      
Deacon’s Food Pantry ………………. ..      $         .00  
Fuel Fund ……………………………. ..      $         .00 
Holy Day/Solemnity of Mary…………..      $2,678.01 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please consider online giving.  Go to 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/4289 or call the Business 

Office at St. Lawrence 765-288-9223, Ext. 22.  We 

will help you work through the process in no time! 

 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT 

WEEKEND—RETIREMENT 

FUND FOR RELIGIOUS  PLEASE 

GIVE TO THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN 

A LIFETIME.  YOUR GIFT 

PROVIDES VITAL SUPPORT FOR 

SENIOR CATHOLIC SISTERS, 

BROTHERS, AND RELIGIOUS ORDER PRIESTS.  

ENVELOPES WILL BE IN THE PEWS NEXT 

WEEKEND FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. 
 
 

http://www.stlawrencemuncie.com/
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/4289
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PARISH MINISTRIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION COLUMN  

(Sue Wilhelm) 

Dear Members of the Household of God, 

   Thank you for your prayers for recovery.  I am grateful 

for a community of faith whose members bring 

communion to the sick, who lift in prayer, who assist 

those in need with daily tasks and driving. Blessings on 

each and all of you!   

    I hope you are able to join us for the Eat, Pray, Learn 

sessions on Prayer. Also, just a reminder that the Catholic 

Update is available through the parish website or by 

taking a hard copy available at the entrances of Church. 

Gratefully, 

Sue 
EAT, PRAY AND LEARN 

4 Wednesdays – Noon-1:00 p.m. – January 

29, February 5, 12, 19 – Location: St. 

Agnes Hall 

Join us for a simple lunch, and learn how 

prayer changes our relationship with Christ.  There will be 

opportunity to practice ways of praying.  These practices 

might become part of your Lenten prayer. 

REGISTER BY JANUARY 19 BY CALLING THE 

PARISH OFFICE OR EMAIL SUE WILHELM AT 

swilhelm@parish.dol-in.org 

Prayer:   Encountering Jesus and Letting Jesus 

               Encounter us 

Week 1:  Joining Jesus in Praying the Psalms 

Week 2:  Lectio Divina: Meeting Jesus in the Word.  
                Movements in our prayer. 

Week 3:  Walking with Jesus in the Gospels.  How  

                our Imagination can aid our encounter. 

Week 4:  The Examen:  Noticing Jesus’ presence  

                throughout our day. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday Scripture Study:  Join us Tuesdays 

after the 8:00am Mass in St. Agnes Hall 

where we share a simple breakfast, coffee or 

tea and break open the Word of God for the 

coming Sunday. All are welcome. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RCIA Class will meet at 11:00 am this 

Sunday, January 5, in St. Agnes Hall.  If 

you have any questions, contact Sue Wilhelm 

or Fr. Dave at the Parish Office 288-9223.  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
CATHOLICISM SERIES will meet on 

Wednesday, January 8 at 1:30 p.m. and 

7:00 p.m. in St. Agnes Hall. Renewal in 

our Catholic Faith using the Catholicism 

Video Series with Bishop Robert  Barron. 

 

 

HEARTS OF HOPE MINISTRY 
This Ministry meets on a regular basis—once a month in 

St. Agnes Hall.  We will meet again on Tuesday, 

January 28 from 3:30-5:00 p.m. and 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

All are welcome who have lost a loved one or anticipate 

the loss of a loved one.  Join us!  If you have any 

questions, contact Deb Saxon at 765-760-4800.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY  
Are You Going Through a Difficult Time?  

Stephen Ministers are members of St. 

Lawrence Church who listen, care, 

encourage, and provide emotional support 

and spiritual growth to those who are facing 

a crisis, or going through loss or tough times in their 

lives.  The care you will receive is confidential, free, and 

can be life changing.  To learn how you can receive the 

care and prayers of a Stephen Minister, or if you have 

questions, call the Rectory 765-288-9223 and talk 

privately to Fr. Hellmann.  You may also contact  a 

Stephen Leader.  Stephen Leaders are John and Melinda 

Haack, Jim and Pat Savage, and Deb Saxon. 

 
The next opportunity for Adoration will be 

Sunday, January 19, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass and 

will close with Evening Devotions at 7:00 p.m.  If you are 

interested in joining our ministry, please contact Marilyn 

Sherrill at 765-396-3583 or 765-744-4086. 

 

FOOTPRINTS SEWING GROUP  
Footprints Sewing Group will begin their 

2020 get-togethers on January 9 at 9:30 a.m. 

in St. Agnes Hall.  We will meet again on January 23—

same time—same place.  We would love to have you join 

us.  The mission of this group is to show God’s love for 

the world through gifts of handiwork created and given 

freely to those in need.  We wish you all a very Happy 

New Year!  For more information, please contact Carmen 

Simmons at 765/808-1917 or Jayne Waechter at 765/288-

8920.   

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please pray for those serving our country 
in the military – especially: Benjamin 
Branson,  William Cox, Jared Hargis, Kyle 

Jones, Kyle & Leandra Long, Jon Powell, Stephen 
Smith,   Kyle Stewart, Christopher Tolmachoff, Payden 
Schug, and Matt Johns. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In case of an emergency, an AED (Automatic 

External Defibrillator) is located in the 

vestibule of the church. There is also one 

located in St. Agnes Hall.  

 

mailto:swilhelm@parish.dol-in.org
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FAITH OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR YOUTH!! 
Please Note:  Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 10am 

Mass will begin again after the New Year when the 

university students are back. 

 

SACRAMENT CLASSES FOR 

FIRST COMMUNION AND FIRST 

PENANCE WILL START SOON: 

Parents, If you have a child at least 7 

years old and you would like to prepare 

them to receive the sacraments of Penance and 

Eucharist this Spring, please call Sheila Henry at 

(765)729-1229 or notify the Parish Office as soon as 

possible.  

 

A FAMILY OF FAITH (Grades K-8) 
Sunday, January 12 – Parents and Students meet in 

St. Agnes Hall at 11:00 a.m. For more information 

the Parish Office.  

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS – Our next session will 

be THIS Sunday, January 5, from 5:15 to 7:30 p.m. 

in St. Agnes Hall.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Ministers of Hospitality 

With Winter weather rapidly approaching, we 

would like to begin the Hospitality Ministry.  

These ministers will help welcome parishioners 

and visitors to Mass and assist those that might 

need assistance getting into the Church.  If you are 

interested in serving in this ministry, please contact 

the Parish Office. 

      

Take Note 
See the Adult Faith Formation column 

(page 4) for a wonderful opportunity to 

learn how prayer can change your  

                      relationship with Christ. 

 

 
January Nursing Home Masses 

January 14 – Westminster – 10:00 a.m. 
January 15 – Elmcroft – 10:30 a.m. 
January 16 – Morrison Woods – 10:30 a.m. 
 

January Communion Services 
January 20 – Bethel Pointe – 10:30 a.m. 
January 27 – Albany Health Care – 10:00 a.m. 
 

 Ministry of the Fibers 
(A Prayer Shawl Ministry) 

Wednesday, January 15 

10:00 a.m. or 6:45 p.m. 

St. Mary – St. Elizabeth House  

“Oh, the weather outside is frightful,” but warm and cozy 

inside the St. Elizabeth House. Bring your projects and 

join others in fellowship as we create items to give to 

those in need of comfort, or an item we create to be given 

in celebration such as a baptism, wedding, or an 

anniversary. If you have thought that you would like to 

learn to knit or crochet, come to the meeting and someone 

will help you.  For more information contact:  Jeanette 

Carnes 729-3638; Janice Hossom 760-2087; Terri 

Shockley 288-1726.  

WINTER STITCH-IN--Ministry of the Fibers 

Saturday, January 25--9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth House at St. Mary 

The January Stitch-In has become an annual event for the 

Ministry of the Fibers. A day just for you to relax and 

enjoy time with fellow knitters or crocheters. If you are 

not a member of the Ministry of the Fibers, you are more 

than welcome to attend.  This is a tri-parish group and we 

welcome you to come see what we are all about. Come for 

the day or part of the day; bring a friend; bring anything 

you are working on or start a new project! If you would 

like to learn to crochet or knit, there will be someone 

willing to teach you. If you plan to stay for lunch, bring 

something to share. Your food items don’t need to be 

anything major–a snack is fine.   Hot beverages and water 

will be furnished along with morning treats!  Note:  Bad 

Weather date:  February 1. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MARRIAGE IN CHRIST SEMINAR:  This seminar is 

five weeks long (one 2-hour evening per 
week). Dates:  Sundays -January 12 thru 
February 9 – 6-8pm   The story of the 
wedding feast at Cana contains hope for all 

marriages, even the better ones.  At Cana we see the 
enthusiasm and joy that happens at every wedding.  But 
just like the wine at Cana, this initial enthusiasm runs out 
with the passage of time.  Then, couples act only out of 
habit, not out of love and with joy.  If we are not attentive 
and careful, sadness and boredom will descent upon the 
family.  When this happens to a couple it must sadly be 
said of them, “They have no more wine.”  The Cana 
episode points out how a couple can get out of this 
situation and even avoid falling into it:  “Invite Jesus to 
your wedding!”  He can repeat the miracle of Cana.  You 
can ask him to transform your water into wine—the water 
of routine, lukewarmness, and habit.  Join us for the 
Marriage in Christ seminar.  If you cannot afford the 
entire fee, but would like to attend, please let us know.  
We have scholarships or financial aid available.  We also 
provide childcare, if you need it.  To Register:  Contact 
Deb Conlon 765-749-7299.  For more information about 
the Marriage in Christ Seminar visit: 
www.marriageinchrist.com 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

http://www.stlawrencemuncie.com/
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Saint Lawrence 

Catholic School 
 

stlawrencemuncie.org 

                                765.282.9353 

Rob Frey, Principal: 

r.frey@stlawrencemuncie.org 

Our mission is to provide a Catholic 

Christ-centered education rooted in love and 

compassion to prepare students to lead 

meaningful lives of service 
 

 

Wednesday, January 8 – 8:00 a.m. Mass  

 

 

Welcome Back Students 
from Christmas break! 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

A New Year's Prayer 

Lord, You make all things new. 

You bring hope alive in our hearts 

and cause our Spirits to be born again. 

Thank you for this new year. 

For all the potential it holds. 

Come and kindle in us 

a mighty flame 

so that in our time, many will see  

the wonders of God 

and live forever to praise  

Your glorious name. 
- Author Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH MISSION 
March 8, 9, and 10 

here at St. Lawrence 

Fr. Jim Farrell will be our guest speaker 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

WALKING THE VIA 

FRANCIGENA IN ITALY WITH  

FATHER TOM METZGER: 

Fr. Tom, the Pastor of Our Lady of 

Grace Church in Noblesville, is 

interested in forming a group of 15 or 

more pilgrims to walk the final stages of 

the Via Francigena (“the French Route”), an ancient 

pilgrimage that concludes in Rome.  The pilgrimage, 

which would take place in September/October 2020, 

would last 8 to 10 days and would cover a distance of 

between 100 and 180 kilometers (60-110 miles).  The 

pilgrimage would include daily Mass and the 

accommodations would include 3-star hotels or their 

equivalent and some meals, depending 

on the plan which is adopted.  Are you 

interested in such an adventure?  This is 

still in the discussion stage, so contact 

Fr. Tom Metzger at 

thmetzger@ologn.org by the end of 

January 2020 for more information. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

St. Francis Haiti Committee Presents 

Italian Feast for Haiti 
January 25 – 6:00 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus Hall 

$30/adult or $220/table  

Ticket includes 1 drink, 1 reverse raffle & dinner. 

$15/BSU Students-includes 1 raffle entry & dinner 

Grand Prize $1,000 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Our Parish Mission and Vision 

Mission: St. Lawrence Parish, a people of prayer  

and service glorifying God. Vision: Through prayer 

and service, St. Lawrence Parish deepens its love for 

and knowledge of God. 
 
 

http://www.stlawrencemuncie/
mailto:r.frey@stlawrencemuncie.org
mailto:thmetzger@ologn.org
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MINISTRY ASSISGNMENTS FOR JANUARY 11 AND 12 
 Readers Altar Servers E.M.H.C. Ushers 

4
:3

0
 P

.M
. Rob Frey 

Richard Grill 
Andrew Shaw 
Jonathan Shaw 

Mary Bedel 
Jeanette Carnes 
Julie Zvokel 

Jerry Fink 
Jim Jones 
Harold Hannon 
Walter Vester 

8
:0

0
 A

.M
. Maria Hart 

Lucia Hart 
Eli Hart Lynne Hellman 

Patrick Hellman 
Sheila Henry 
Jack Holland 
Carolyn MacDougall 

Jerry Bricker 
Mary Burford 
Jack Sharp 
Tom Ward 
 

10
:0

0
 A

.M
. Wednesday Cunnington 

Les Coutinho 
 
   Breaking Open the Word: 
       Lynne Hellman 

Onnie Adams 
Alex Cox 

Marianne Echelbarger 
Myron Echelbarger 
Julie Huff 
MaryAnn Kratochvil 
Amy Miller 

John Coutinho 
Richard Dugan 
Jeff Huff 
Mike Wallace 

 

2020 Prayer 

Beatitudes for Modern Times 
 

BLESSED are those who remain faithful while 

enduring evils inflicted on them by others and 

forgive them from their heart. 

 

BLESSED are those who look into the eyes of the 

abandoned and marginalized and show them their 

closeness. 

 

BLESSED are those who see God in every person 

and strive to make others also discover him. 

 

BLESSED are those who protect and care for our 

common home. 

 

BLESSED are those who renounce their own 

comfort in order to help others. 

 

BLESSED are those who pray and work for full 

communion between Christians. 
 

- Pope Francis 

 

 

 
 

 

 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 Epiphany can be understood as an extension of the 

Nativity of the Lord that we celebrate on December 25. 

While at Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ coming as the 

long-awaited king and Messiah of the Jewish people, on 

Epiphany we celebrate the revelation that Jesus is the 

Savior and Light of all nations—Jews, Gentiles, and all 

people. 

 The star shines so brightly that it attracts magi who 

come from far distant countries to worship Jesus. They 

are not Jews, yet they are drawn to the Light of the world. 

The letter to the Ephesians reveals that the Light of the 

world was for the Gentiles as well as the Jews—Christ 

gathers all people into the light of his love. The reading 

from Isaiah also describes a gathering of diverse peoples, 

but this time it is to the light that emanates from the 

people of God. 

 

BEARING GIFTS 

 The magi brought gifts to the baby Jesus. What gifts 

do you bring to the Lord? You might have the gift of 

patience or understanding and bring this gift in your 

interactions with others. You might have a talent for 

bringing new ideas and creative insights into situations at 

home, work, parish, or your city. You might have a gift 

for helping people to work together for a great cause or 

purpose. All of these gifts have been given to you by 

God, to be used for God’s purposes, for God’s greater 

glory. All of these are glimpses of God’s grace, and like 

Saint Paul, you are called to be a good steward of them, 

as a sign of Christ’s life within you. You bring your gifts 

to the Lord by using them well, sharing them generously 

and responsibly in caring for others and for all of 

creation. 
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