ST. BONAVENTURE CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Bonaventure Parish, The Family of God on a Mission.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 20, 2020
329 South Jamie Boulevard,
Avondale, LA 70094
Phone: (504) 436-1279
e Fax:! 504 436-1300
Email: stbonaventure@arch-no.org.

Web page: stbonaventureavondale.org
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/St-Bonaventure-Church

BhldIMgthrbhdd tdfthL ord. MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
‘ | Tues, Wed, Thurs & Friday: 8:30 AM

| Pastor: Rev. Francis Offia

STAFF:
Secretary: Judy Guidroz

CRE: Elizabeth Carmona

DECEMBER 20. 2020 Music Director: Tina Adams
)




The child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God. Luke 1:35
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This Week Sanctuary Candle burns For:
Parishioners of St. Bonaventure

Saturday, December 19, Mass 5:00pm

L. H. Maria Nguyen T. Noi+; Phero & Maria Nguyen
Ty+; Charion Hemphill+; Maria Do Thi Vi+; Dawn
Gonzalles+; Maria Pham Thi=; “Maria” Mary Dinh+;
Linh Hon Guise+; Eric Vickers (h/b); Judy Guidoz;
and For All Souls;

Sunday, December 20, Mass 8:00am

Parishioners of St. Bonaventure

Sunday, December 20, Mass 10:30am

Leah Trentacosta+; Tren Trentacosta; Dottie
Marshall+; Lionel “Bubba” Guise+; The Barry
Family; “Maria” Mary Dinh+; and for All Souls;

Monday, November 21 — No Mass

Tuesday, December 22— Mass 8:30am
“Maria” Mary Dinh+; Linh hon Dominioc+; and For
All Souls;

Wednesday, December 23— Mass 8:30am
Foret Family+; “Maria” Mary Dinh+; Linh hon
Dominico+; and For All Souls

Thursday, December 24— Mass 6:00pm
Judith B. & Hayes Whitney, Sr.+; Michael
Boudreaux+; Darren Breecher Jr.+; Don Jones+;
Dawn Gonzales+; “Maria” Mary Dinh+; Herb
Carriere+; and for All Souls

Friday, December 25— Midnight Mass 12:00am

YOU WILL BEAR A SON THE ETERNAL
AND SHALL NAME HIM GOD

King David
wished that the
ark of God might
have a more per-
manent home.

. David may have

: envisioned some-
i thing like the ce-

~ dar palace where
he resided. God had in mind something more: a throne
where David’s descendants would rule for ever, a king-
dom where Jews and Gentiles alike would be welcome.

Mary’s prayerful nature led to an even more dis-
turbing message. She would conceive and bear a Son
though she was not yet married. “How can this come
about?” Mary wondered. “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you,” she was told (Luke 1:35).

Mary’s acceptance of this difficult challenge ush-
ered in this, the final age of God’s reign. What was once
a secret known only by chosen people like King David
and his descendants must now be made clear to all so
that, as Saint Paul wrote to the Romans, we can be
brought to the “obedience of faith” “according to the

command of the eternal God” (Romans 16:26).
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

“Maria” Mary Dinh+;

Friday, December 25— Mass 10:30am
Dominic-Tran Lam+; Maria Bau-Nguyen+; Mike
Spencer+; Landris Perkins+; “Maria” Mary Dinh+;
Darren Breecher Jr.+; and For All Souls;

CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART
Christmas! 'Tis the season for kindling the fire of hos-
pitality in the hall, the genial fire of charity in the heart.

—Washington Irving

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — | will fix a place for my people. (2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,
14a, 16).

Psalm — For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord (Psalm 89).

Second Reading — To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be glory
forever and ever (Romans 16:25-27).
Gospel — Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to

me according to your word (Luke 1:26-38).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

We Are All Stewards of Time, Talent & Treasure

= Thank you for your time, talent & financial donations!
A May God bless you for your generosity

Weekend of December 12/13

Envelopes — Loose — (next week)
¢ Retirement Fund for Religious
4 12/19-20Maintenance

Christian
Giving
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday: 1Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;Acts 13:16-17, 22-
25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti
2:11-14;1Lk 2:1-14 Dawn:Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
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Pope’s DECEMBER Intention

For a Life of Prayer

We pray that our
personal relation-
b=7 ship with Jesus

{ \h., Christ be nour-
ished by the Word of God and a life
of prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE
IN MILITARY SERVICE AND
; FOR THEIR FAMILIES. Prayer
for Soldiers

Lord, hold our troops in
your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they
perform for us in our time of need.
Amen.

.\L )
S8 gwer, Mask mandate: By

=" order of the gover-

nor, masks are re-
quired at Mass and when doing
business in the office. Please ad-
here to the mandate for the good
of all and in order to ensure our
church follows the guidelines and

remains open.

Prayer Request: LynLeigh
Adams; Jeff Adams; Janell

WA¥ Angelle; Helga & Tina Barry;
Pearl & Rebecca Berthelot; Todd Bor-
delon; Carl Cavelere; Jason Chiasson;
Kai ye Chin; Tammy Duhon; Ben,
Brandon & Tim Guidroz; Ester Ham-
mil; Maria Hernandez; Kathleen, Don-
ald, & Glenn Jeansonne; Joy & Nor-
bert Labit; Gay Litolff; Kirk Litolff;
JoAnn Leman; Gary & Holly Marshall;
Theda Melarine; Cherie Mitchell;
Carolyn & Arthur Moore; Cuong
Nguyen; Anita Perkins; Chad Perry Jr.;
Karan Poret; Janice Reiser; Jules &
Michael Sancho; Lloyd Seneck; Al
Stapler; Trent Trentacosta; “Mooney”
Woods.

Please call the office or send in your
request to add or delete a loved one
to the prayer list .

Merry Christmas

“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his
shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-

# Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of
Peace.” (Is. 9:5). This proclamation of the Prophet thou-
sands of years ago has become our own proclamation today. It is a pro-
phetic proclamation that is brought to life and made real on that Christmas
Morning when Our Blessed Mother gave birth to the newborn King — a
Child that is born to us. A son that is given to us. Our Christmas celebra-
tion is a confirmation of our acceptance of this Child and of our welcome
to him not just into the world but also into our life.

On the Christmas day we celebrate the anniversary of the birth of the sav-
ior in a manger in Bethlehem. But we also acknowledge and celebrate his
birth into our souls. And so, Ms. Judy, the parish secretary and the mem-
bers of the Parish Pastoral council join me in wishing you a Merry Christ-
mas. May the joy of Christmas fill your homes and warm your hearts. Let
us together join the Angels in singing Glory to God in the highest and
Peace to men on earth. Jesus is the prince of Peace. May His Peace con-
tinue to reign in our hearts, in our families and in our communities.

The Birth of Christ on the Christmas day in a sense concludes our period of
expectant waiting. The Emmanuel is now with us and our story is changed
forever. We eagerly and desperately waited for him because we know that
we need him, and that a promise of the messiah has been made to us. The
fulfilment of that promise opens a new chapter of Gods love to us. Incarna-
tion opens a new horizon for me and for you. Our humanity which the Sec-
ond Person of the Blessed Trinity assumed in the womb of the Blessed
Mother is raised to a new height and transformed. We have in the birth of
Christ a kind of marriage between heaven and earth.

What do we make of all these? How does it make us feel? What is the na-
ture of the story of man whose nature God assumed in the Person of
Christ? In what ways can we be born with Christ and He be born in our
hearts? Dear friends in Christ as we celebrate in this season, let us not for-
get the great mystery wrought by god for our salvation and the salvation of
the world. Let us enter deeply into that mystery, the mystery of incarnation
and embrace in it the new men and women we have become. Once again, |
wish you all a Merry Christmas

Francis Offia

CONTINUAL CHRISTMAS

A good conscience is a contnual Christmas.

—Benjamin Franklin

NOT TOO MUCH
time to do it all.

If you have too much to do, with God’s help you will find

—St. Peter Canisius
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Pastor’s Corner

Advent Journey Through the Gospels.

Facebook Livestreaming - 6:00pm
St Bonaventure Catholic Church Avondale

Total Income for November $13, 079.00
11/3/2020 |Donation - Church $ 500.00
h | Donation - Youthgroup |$ 100.00
i |11/30/2020 |Donation - Church $ 300.00
Donation—Christmas gifts | $  300.00
Donation - A/C repairs $ 214.00
Donation - Gospel Book [$ 500.00
Total Donations $ 1,914.00
Payee Description Amount
Daughters of St. Paul Youth Ministry - PSR $ 50.00
Atmos energy Activity Center $ 41.11
Atmos energy ChurchPay $ 30.60
AT&'t PSR $ 119.93
AT&'t Office $ 31275
Atmos energy Rectory $ 46.32
Cox Cable/rectory $ 119.93
Jeff Parish Dept.Water Church $ 36.63
Deposit
ACH Debit Payroll Indiv ID: $ 50.00
ACH Debit Tax Liability $ 199.45
ACH Debit Payroll $ 3,211.58
Archdiocese of N.O. Fair Share - Ins. $ 1,282.50
Archdiocese of N.O. Fair Share - Nov. $ 3,202.76
Archdiocese of N.O. Monthly Acct./Assistance |$ 200.00
Archdiocese of N.O. Oct. Monthly Q/B $ 35.00
Vinnie Nguyen Remb./Screen& projecter |$ 1,915.79
Jeff Parish Dept.Water  |Activity Center $§ 8215
Jeff Parish Dept.Water  [Rectory $ 6535
Jeff Parish Dept.Water  |Church $ 28.01
The Catholic Foundation |Parish Soft Billing-7/20to6/21 | $  250.00
Deposit
Fr. Francis Offia Nov. Household expenses $ 475.92
Entergy/Activity center Activity Center $ 303.55
Entergy/Church Church $ 271.00
Entergy Rectory $ 130.23
Entergy Religious Ed. Bldg. $ 133.91
The Church Supply Gospel Book Cover $ 431.34
Archdiocese of N.O. 2nd. Coll. Human/Devp $ 188.00
Total Expenses $13,213.81

O COME, LONG FORETOLD

O come, Desired of nations,

Whom priest and prophet

long foretold

Will break the captive fetters,

Redeem the long-lost fold.

Dear Savior, haste; come, come to earth,

Dispel the night and show your face,

And bid us hail the dawn of grace.

imon J. Pellegrin (1663-1745), Tr. by Mary of St. Philip (1825-1904)

DAY 20 - DEC. 18™ JN.5-6
DAY 21 - DEC. 19™ JN.7-9
DAY 22 - DEC.20™ JN.10-12
DAY 23 - DEC. 215" JN.13-14
DAY 24 — DEC. 22\° JN.15-17
DAY 25— DEC. 23%P JN.18-19
DAY 26 — DEC. 24™ JN.20-21

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Luke 1:26-38 “Behold, I am the hand-

maid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word. ”

If you add up all of the words spoken by
Mary to the Angel at the Annunciation
[30]; to Elizabeth at their meeting [122 in
the Magnificat]; When she and Joseph
find Jesus in the Temple[20]; and her
comments to Jesus and instructions to the
servants at the wedding feast at Cana [9],
she speaks a total of 181 words in most
English translations of Scripture. Mary
was a woman of few words, at least ac-
cording to the Gospels. From expressing
her lack of understanding about how God
would accomplish what the angel an-
nounced to her, to her simple, “May it be
done unto me according to your word”
and her awareness that “My soul pro-
claims the greatness of the Lord” to her
final instructions to the servants at Cana,
“Do whatever he tells you.” Mary is both
our Mother and our Model.

As Christmas gets nearer we should all
be growing stronger in our willingness
to accept the challenges God has in
store for us with a simple “May it be
done unto me according to your word”
so our soul will “proclaim the greatness
of our Lord” and we will be ready,
without hesitation to “Do whatever he
tells you.”

Now, let us celebrate Christmas.

THE FOUNDATION

Wisdom is the foundation, and justice the
work without which a foundation cannot
stand.

—St. Ambrose




SPECIAL PARISH EVENTS FOR
THE REST OF THE YEAR.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR

« Parish Evening of Collective Dreaming—
(Date and Time TBA)

o Advent Journey Through the Gospels.
Facebook Live streaming - 6:00pm
Beginning Nov. 29th—Dec. 24.

SACRAMENTS

Confession: Saturday 4:00—4:45pm;
Wednesday 5:30—7:00pm

Sacrament of Baptism: Call the office to
schedule an appointment with Father. Parents
and Godparents must attend a seminar.

Sacrament of Matrimony: Arrangements
should be made at least 6 months prior to
expected wedding date. Call the office for
details.

Funerals: Please notify the priest before
Contacting the Funeral Home.

COMING UP

MONDAY, December 21, 2020 —
4 No Mass —Father’s Day off
TUESDAY, December 22, 2020 —
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary 7:30-8:30am -Mass 8:30am
¢ No PSR Christmas break
WEDNESDAY, December 23, 2020 —
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary 7:30-8:30am -Mass 8:30am
¢ Baptism Seminar—6:30pm—call in advance
THURSDAY, December 24, 2020 — office closed
¢ Mass 6:00pm Vigil Mass
FRIDAY, December 25, 2020 — office closed
¢ Mass 12:00am & ¢ Mass 10:30am
Mewuy Chuistmas!
SATURDAY, December 26, 2020 —
¢ Mass 5:00pm
¢ Confession — 4:00—4:45pm
SUNDAY, December 27, 2020 —
¢ Mass 8:00am & 10:30am

SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

We are pleased to announce that the Archdiocese of
New Orleans will host an annual wedding anniversary
celebration for those couples who have been married
for 25 years. The 2021 Silver Anniversary celebration
will take place on Sunday, March 14, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.
at St Joseph Church in New Orleans. This event is only
for couples married in the year 1996 in celebration of
their 25t Wedding Anniversary. Please Note: This cele-
bration will not be a Mass, but a prayer service. Atten-
dance of Mass for Sunday obligation will have to be
met within one’s respective parish.

(To register, please contact the parish rectory before
January 15, 2021)

<o Nou
hristmas
@échédulg&w

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

¢ December 24th — 6:00 PM Vigil Mass
¢ December 25th.—12:00AM (Midnight)
¢ December 25th- 10:30AM

¢ December 31st.— 6:00PM

8:30AM

4 January 1st —

VOCATION

MEDITATION FOR PRIESTHOOD,

DIACONATE & RELIGIOUS LIFE
“God has called us with a holy calling...according
to His own purpose and grace.” If you think God

is offering you the grace of a vocation to the
priesthood or consecrated life,
Contact Fr. Francis at 504-729-8469.

A Nation’s Prayer

God our Father, giver of life, we entrust the United
States of America to your loving care. You are the rock
on which this nation was founded.

You alone are the true source of our cherished rights to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Reclaim this
land for your glory and dwell among your people. Send
your Spirit to touch the hearts of our nation’s leaders.
Open their minds to the great worth of human life and
the responsibilities that accompany human freedom.
Remind your people that true happiness is rooted in
seeking and doing your will.

Lead us into a new millennium of life. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

(Contributed by Father Michael Gilligan, American Catholic Press,
Copyright 1992. Used with permission.)




ALFRED BARRERA
& ASSOCIATES, L.L.C.

Attorneys at Law
Notary Public

2790 Hwy. 90 West
436-2466

AVE MARIA RETREAT HOUSE
MISSIONARY OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE
BROTHER DANNA J. GAUTHREAUX, OMI
SocIAL WORK - COUNSELOR - THERAPIST
Boarp CeRTIFIED DipLOMAT IN CLINICAL SociaL WORK

BoaRD CERTIFIED SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELOR

CERTIFIED COMPULSIVE GAMBLING COUNSELOR

HC 62, Box 368 AB
MaRRERO, LA 70072-9704

(504) 689-3837/8 Fax: (504) 689-2785

Ross D. Shales

(504) 831-1778
3117 22nd St., Suite 1
Metairie
rossshales@allstate.com

Acadian
Carpet

Center, Inc.

5140 Lapalco Blvd. 340-2432

10% OFF Selected Items With Bulletin

) Allstate.

You're in good hands.

© 2011 Allstate Insurance Company.

WHY ADVERTISE

CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with a company specifically

CatholicMatch.com/myLA

catholicmaich’
Louisiana

® e

Funeral Homes, LLC

Six Generations of Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1895
Planning TODAY to Help Your Family TOMORROW..
For more information call
(504) 366-4343
www.mothefunerals.com

because they are advertising in the church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More Ahout Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Callusat 1=-800=438-8931 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

2701 Barataria Blvd.
Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 347-1451

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! ¢, R 1
v/Ambulance SolutionsasLowass 19.95 amonth %% .

= K
v'Police vFire
@ ° " '
;\ [ AN

v/Friends/Family
This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS,

800 8 09 33 52 Lowest Price Guaranteed!
" 1 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert EasY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! - 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

1951 Barataria Blvd.
Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 349-9075

6588 Westbank

-

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
>\ NO Long Term Contracts

CALL

1) Now:
et

2

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month
* No Long-Term Contract

* Price Guarantee
. ¢ Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

515408 St Bonaventure Church

Toll Free 1.877.80

The Most Complete

Online National

FINDaPARISH.com
Directory of
Catholic Pavishes

Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 341-2726

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.

1900 Lafayette St.
Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 366-3557

Expy.

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yol

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

ONE ) PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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