ST. BONAVENTURE CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Bonaventure Parish, The Family of God on a Mission.

Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 14, 2021
329 South Jamie Boulevard,
Avondale, LA 70094
Phone: (504) 436-1279
o« Fax:! 504 436-1300
Email: stbonaventure@arch-no.org.

Web page: stbonaventureavondale.org
Facebook:

://www.facebook.com/St-Bonaventure-Church
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o Few realize that the Archdiocese has to pay for men
i j d to attend Notre Dame Seminary and St. Joseph
& ' - e = Seminary College. This constitutes one of the

largest line items in the annual budget for our local
Church.

¢ One seminarian costs about $124 per-day, $3800
per-month, $45,000 per-year. We have 30 men.

¢ Out of the hundreds of seminarians at both

»

seminaries, these 30 men will be serving in our local
Church, serving our children and grandchildren as
priests for generations to come. We need them.
o isi ive? They receive the very highest
* Why is it so expensive? They receive the very highest
MARCH levels of training and formation, from academic and

1 4 — pastoral care along with services to aid their
S 0-21, 2021 .

SECOND COLLECTION MARCH 2 personal development. We are committed to this

mission and believe now more than ever that the

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 3 ; faithful need and deserve the very best the Church
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life.

John 3:16
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MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:00 AM & 10:00AM

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Tues, Wed, Thurs & Friday: 8:30 AM
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Pastor: Rev. Francis Offia
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A - Secretary: Judy Guidroz
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Music Director: Tina Adams
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LENEL  Zonsth Sunday of Lont

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through him. — John 3:17, 3

St. Bonaventure Catholic
Church

March 14, 2021

Saturday, March 13, Mass 5:00pm

This Week Sanctuary Candle burns For:
Parishioners of St. Bonaventure

L. H. Maria Nguyen T. Noi+; Phero & Maria Nguyen
Ty; Charion Hemphill; Mary Rice+; Chad Daigle+;
Dawin Gonzales+; Vincent Hai Phu Nguyen+; Mike
Spencer+; for all souls in purgatory; Robert Norris;
and In Thanksgiving for family;

Sunday, March 14, Mass 8:00am

Parishioners of St. Bonavent

Set Clocks
Ahead g

Sunday, March 14, Mass 10:00am

Mary Ann Rice+; Dora Leonide Carmadelle+; Harold
Mayeaux+; Dominico Lam Van Tran+; Maria Bau Thi
Nguyen+; Peter-Joseph Hoan Van Tran+; Vincent
Hai Phu Nguyen+; Mary Dinh All souls in purgatory; and
In Thanksgiving for family

Monday, March 15— No Mass

Tuesday, March 16— Mass 8:30am & 6:00pm
For All Souls and Poor Souls in Purgatory; In thanks
giving for family; Tammy Reites

Wednesday, March 17— Mass 8:30am
Ron Haley+; For All Souls in Purgatory; and in
thanksgiving for family

Thursday, March 18— Mass 8:30am & 6:00pm
In Thanksgiving for family; and For All Souls in
Paurgatory

Friday, March 19— Mass 8:30am (abstinence)
In Thanksgiving for family; and For All Souls in Purgatory

GOD’S MERCY
Today’s reading from the second
book of Chronicles contains a
sort of “mini-history” of Israel. It
highlights God’s mercies in
choosing Cyrus the Persian to be
an instrument of deliverance
when the people were in captivity
in Babylon. Despite their sinful-
=~ ness and the deserved punishment
they were undergoing, God’s mercy was lavished on the
people in the form of a miraculous act of liberation.

The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more theological
terms, gives a similar account of a God “who brought us to
life with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” The au-
thor stresses that it was when we were “dead in our trans-
gressions” that God saved us, an act of pure grace. He em-
phasizes that it is not our own efforts that freed us from sin
(“this is not from you”); rather, “it is the gift of God.”
This, of course, is the heart of the entire Pauline corpus,
that salvation comes to us by faith in God’s mercy, re-
vealed in the death of Jesus.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Lenten Seafood Dinners
Catfish - Gumbo - Shrimp - Oysters
Desserts & Soft Drinks
Friday’s during Lent (not Good Friday)
from 4 PM—7:30 PM — Dine in or Take out - Ifyou are
interested in helping, monetary donations are greatly appreci-
ated (to help cover the cost of the fish, shrimp and oysters which
are our biggest expense). This is the most important fund
raisers in our parish so whatever you can do to help, please
feel free to do so. WE NEED YOUR HELP! any and all help

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed
in the exile and liberation of the chosen people

(2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a.
Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! (Psalm
137) or Psalm 23.

Second Reading — By grace you have been saved (Ephesians 2:4-
10) or Ephesians 5:8-14.

Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the world might be
saved through him (John 3:14-21) or John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38].

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-

tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

We Are All Stewards of Time, Talent & Treasure
Thank you for your time, talent & financial donations!
Weekly May God bless you for your generosity
Offefini Y Weekend of March 6-7
= Envelopes S 1184.00 Loose S 182.00

4 3/13-14 Maintenance
4 3/20-21 Seminarian Education Fund 43/27-28 Palm Sunday

* 4/1 Holy Thursday * 4/2 Holy Land

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47

Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;

Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a orLk 2:41-51a
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53

Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-9;Jn 12:20-33

Mask mandate: By order of the governor, masks are re-
quired at Mass and when doing business in the office.
Please adhere to the mandate for the good of all and in
order to ensure our church follows the guidelines and re-
mains open.
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Pope’s MARCH Intention

Intention for evangelization -
= Sacrament of
reconciliation
Let us pray that we may
- experience the sacra-
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ment of reconciliation with renewed
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of
God.

"""7‘\ PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN
""‘ MILITARY SERVICE AND FOR
“ =4 THEIR FAMILIES. Prayer for

Soldiers Lord, hold our troops
in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they

perform for us in our time of need.

Welcome New Parishioners —We
invite all new parishioners and all
those who have not yet registered
with our parish to do so. There are
registration forms on tables at the
entrances of the Church and on our
website. Please take a moment to
fill in your information, or take it
home and fill it in and return it later
or bring it to the Church office so
that we can include you as part of
our parish.

Prayer Request: LynLeigh Adams;
Jeff Adams; Janell Angelle; Helga

& Tina Barry; Pearl & Rebecca

Pray alway

" Berthelot; Todd Bordelon; Joyce

Carir; Jason Chiasson; Kai ye Chin; Ben,
Brandon & Tim Guidroz; Ester Hammil;
Kathleen, Donald, & Glenn Jeansonne;
Joy & Norbert Labit; Gay Litolff; Kirk
Litolff; JoAnn Leman; Gary & Holly
Marshall; Theda Melarine; Cherie
Mitchell; Carolyn & Arthur Moore;
David Muller; Anita Perkins; Janice
Reiser; Tammy Reites; Jules & Michael
Sancho; Lloyd Seneck; Al Stapler;
James Theriot Ill; Trent Trentacosta;
“Mooney” Woods. Please call the of-
fice or send in your request to add or
delete a loved one to the prayer list .

= "‘b Matters Arising
'*’ ‘v‘ THE PREFACE, EPICLESIS, INSTITUTION and ANAMNESIS!!! ALL WITH
15 AV | HEARTS LIFTED UP.

‘ == Our active participation in the liturgy is very essential because of the nature
of the liturgical worship. This call to be both bodily and spiritually present has even par-
ticular significance during the moment of CONSECRATION because The Eucharistic
Prayer is the HEART of the Liturgy of the Eucharistic. And We enter into this most
sacred moment with a liturgical dialogue between the priest/celebrant and the
entire congregation.

P. The Lord be with you ...........cccovenininns C. And with your Spirit
P. Lift up your hearts C. We lift them up to the Lord
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God ... C. it is right and just.

These three-line dialogue are expressive of the solemn moment we are entering
during Mass, but the 2" line tells us where our minds and hearts need to be as
we make the Holy Oblation to God the Father almighty.

Yes, distraction is part of our human experience. Uncountable number of things
out there tend to distract us in life. Some of us make concerted effort to avoid dis-
traction especially when we are at Mass. But the truth is that most times we can-
not help it. Very often our minds wander off; Repeatedly we try to concentrate and
be focused. Repeatedly we find ourselves bodily present but absent minded. And
then comes this Most Sacred Moment when the priest invites us TO LIFT UP
OUR HEARTS and we promise to LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD. Surely the
moment calls for a keen attentiveness. The moment calls for maximum concentra-
tion. The moment calls for Active Participation. Our hearts and minds need not to
be anywhere else other than in what is taking place on the altar — the ascending
and the descending of the powers of heaven.

Active Participation requires us to lift our hearts up to the Lord as we pray the
Preface, which is an act of thanksgiving that seeks to move the faithful to praise and
joyfulness. No wonder St Cyril notes saying: “If at the beginning of the liturgy we are
weighed down with our earthly cares, the Preface now asks us to set them aside. Lifting
up our hearts means transcending the present difficulties and joining the heavenly liturgy,
where all our troubles will vanish in the twinkling of an eye.” And so, the Preface builds
up to joining with all the heavenly hosts (whom we have joined because we’ve lifted our
hearts up to heaven) and singing with them: Holy Holy Holy Lord God of Host....

Active Participation requires us to /ift our hearts up to the Lord during the Epicle-
sis, that is, during the invocation" or "calling down from on high, by which the
priest invokes the Holy Spirit upon the bread and wine which will become the True
Body and Blood of Christ.

Active Participation requires us to /ift our hearts up to the Lord during the Institu-
tion narrative — (Take and eat, this is my Body. Take and drink this is my Blood).
For two thousand years these same Words of Jesus have made His Body and
Blood to be present on our altar by the power of what the Church calls TRAN-
SUBSTANTIATION. It is a very miraculous moment that one cannot afford to
miss due to distraction.

Active Participation requires us to /ift our hearts up to the Lord during the Anam-
nesis, a moment we remember Christ’s self-sacrifice and death upon the Cross. A
moment in which we remember that while Christ is not being re-crucified in any
way, in God’s timelessness we are being transported back in time to the Calvary.
According to Mark Hart, “It is a time we get to participate as a Church in what Je-
sus did on the Cross; our tiny sacrifices are being taking up and joined with His
perfect sacrifice. Our prayers, pains. Struggles, doubts, joys, blessings, hopes
and dreams are all being elevated and perfected as we offer them to our Father in
Heaven.”

Distraction will come. Do not let it have the upper hand. JUST LIFT UP YOUR
HEART TO THE LORD.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

$ 2,323.00;% 1,689.00;$ 3,061.30
$ 2,336.00 Total: : $9,409.30

White Clock & Carillon Maintenance - Church bell 350.00
Mass- 2/2nd. & 3rd./2021 -
Fr. Francis Nguyen 8:30am $ 100.00
Rev. Mark Odoguijie Mass- 2/9/21 - 8:30am $ 50.00
AT&T Office $ 315.56
AT&T PSR $ 134.79
Tchouptoulas Sales Candles/host $ 495.07
Doerries International Co Altar Wine $ 188.39
ACH Debit Payroll Indiv ID: $ 50.00
ACH Debit Tax Liability $ 215.64
ACH Debit Payroll $ 3,211.58
Atmos energy Church $ 169.65
Atmos energy Activity Center $ 100.12
Atmos energy Rectory $ 135.45
Jeff. Parish Water Rectory $ 137.63
Fr. Francis Offia Remb. stamps-office $ 82.50
Archdiocese of N.O. Feb. Fair Share & Insurane $ 4,450.66
Archdiocese of N.O. Monthly Accounting $ 200.00
Cox Communications Rectory Cable $ 127.90
Fr. Francis Offia Rem.(flock/notes; vestment} $ 287.67
Fr. Francis Offia Household expenses $ 524.15
Freddy Rodrigue talk -Masses 6-7 $ 50.00
Entergy Activity Center $ 203.55
Entergy Church $ 138.53
Entergy ‘Rectory ‘ $ 61.74
Entergy Religious Ed. Bldg. $ 110.71
Total $ 11,891.29

FEAST OF FAITH

Lent, a Season of the Word

Each year on the First Sunday of Lent we hear
one of the Gospel accounts of the temptation
of Jesus. In Luke’s account, the devil cites the
scriptures repeatedly, urging Jesus to interpret
them in a false, self-serving way—if God sends
angels to protect those whom God loves (as it
says in Psalm 91), then prove it! But Jesus re-
sists this insidious temptation by turning to
scripture passages that tell of right relation-
ship with God—living by God’s word, trusting
in God, and worshiping God alone.

Jesus himself listened to the inspired word of
God and let it shape and form him. Through
the liturgy, we do the same. The readings we
hear at Mass can teach us, but that is not their
primary function. Rather, the scriptures are
meant to reveal the Lord to us, to let us ex-
perience his presence, and to form us in our
Christian identity. Christ’s presence is realized
by his spoken word, “since it is he himself who
speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read in
the Church” (Constitution on the Sacred Lit-
urgy, 7). In the readings proclaimed at Mass,
we hear the voice of Christ himself.

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations The annual World Day of Prayer
for Vocations will be observed on April 25,2021 (Fourth Sunday of
Easter). All the people of the Archdiocese are encouraged to partici-
pate in prayer, both for an increase in vocations and for those men

and women who have committed themselves to a religious vocation.

Would you pray for a priest each day?

Please take a monthly calendar prayer request for priests
available in the entrance of Church..

Seminarian Education Fund

On March 20 and 21, the Archdiocese of New Or-
leans will host a very important second collection
to raise funds to offset the costs of educating semi-
narians at Notre Dame Seminary and St. Joseph
Seminary College. This is the first time this collec-
tion has been held in the archdiocese and all funds
will go directly to sup-porting the educations and
formation of the 30 men currently studying to be
priests in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. The
annual cost to fund one seminarian is $45,000 and
this total is one of the largest budgetary items in
the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Please continue
to pray for these men and those who work with
them on their priestly formation and please give
generously to this very important fund that will
provide monetary support to those men who will
minister to the people of God in New Orleans for
many years to come.

Pope Francis has asked each Catholic parish around the world to sup-
port the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in
the Holy Land. Through the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you
stand in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land as a witness of
peace, supporting Catholics there in parishes and schools, maintain-
ing Christian shrines and caring for refugees in the Holy Land.

VOCATION
MEDITATION FOR PRIESTHOOD,
DIACONATE & RELIGIOUS LIFE
“God has called us with a holy calling...according
to His own purpose and grace.” If you think God
is offering you the grace of a vocation to the
priesthood or consecrated life,




SPECIAL PARISH EVENTS FOR THE
REST OF THE YEAR 2021.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR

e Wednesday March 17" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist & Mass with Benediction

e Wednesday March 24" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist &Mass with Benediction

e Wednesday June 2™ 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist & Mass with Benediction

e \Wednesday June o 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist & Mass with Benediction

e Wednesday June 16" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist & Mass with Benediction

e Wednesday June 23" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist & Mass with Benediction

e Wednesday June 30" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist & Mass with Benediction

e Wednesday Oct. 6" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist

e \Wednesday Oct. 13" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist

e Wednesday Oct. 20" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist

e \Wednesday Oct. 27" 6pm. Faith and Belief in the
Eucharist

e Sunday March 14™ Eucharistic Procession on the
street — 12 stations (Region-B)

e Sunday June 3" Eucharistic Procession on the street
(inter-parish)

e Sunday August 29" Eucharistic Procession on the
street— 12 stations (Region-C)

e Sunday Oct. 24™ Eucharistic Procession on the
street— 12 stations (Region-D)

e Sunday Nov. 21* Eucharistic Procession on the
street— 12 stations (Region-E)

® June. Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Most Blessed
Sacrament (Mother Angelica’s Monastery)

e Saturday March 27th. Parish Day of Church cleaning

COMING UP
MONDAY, March 15, 2021 —
¢ No Mass —Father’s Day off
TUESDAY, March 16, 2021—
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary 7:30-8:30am -Mass 8:30am & 6:00pm
¢ PSR 6:00-7:30pm
WEDNESDAY, March 17, 2021—
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary 7:30-8:30am -Mass 8:30am
* 6:00pm Faith and Belief in the Eucharist &
Mass with Benediction
THURSDAY, March 18, 2021 —
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary 7:30-8:30am -Mass 8:30am & 6:00pm
FRIDAY, March 19, 2021—
¢ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary 7:30-8:30am—Mass 8:30am Way of
the Cross after Mass & 6:00pm
* Lenten Seafood dinners—4:00-7:30pm
SATURDAY, March 20 2021—
¢ Mass 5:00pm ¢ Confession — 4:00—4:45pm
SUNDAY, March 21, 2021 —
¢ Mass 8:00am & 10:00am

lent

A2

SACRAMENTS

Confession: saturday 4:00—4:45pm;
Wednesday 5:30—7:00pm

Sacrament of Baptism: call the office to
schedule an appointment with Father. Parents
and Godparents must attend a seminar.

Sacrament of Matrimony: Arrangements
should be made at least 6 months prior to expected
wedding date. Call the office for details.

Funerals: Please notify the priest before
contacting the Funeral Home.

BLOSSOMS AND FRUIT
Unless a tree has borne blossoms in spring, you will vainly
look for fruit on it in autumn.

—Walter Scott

GOD UPHOLDS ME

I take for my sureties: The power of God to guide me, the
might of God to uphold me, the wisdom of God to teach
me, the eye of God to watch over me, the ear of God to
hear me, the word of God to give me speech, the hand of
God to protect me, the way of God to go before me, the
shield of God to shelter me.

—St. Patrick

A Nation’s Prayer

God our Father, giver of life, we entrust the United States of
America to your loving care. You are the rock on which this
nation was founded.

You alone are the true source of our cherished rights to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Reclaim this land for
your glory and dwell among your people. Send your Spirit to
touch the hearts of our nation’s leaders. Open their minds to
the great worth of human life and the responsibilities that
accompany human freedom. Remind your people that true
happiness is rooted in seeking and doing your will.

Lead us into a new millennium of life. We ask this through
Christ Our Lord. Amen.

(Contributed by Father Michael Gilligan, American Catholic Press, Copyright
1992. Used with permission.)




ALFRED BARRERA
& ASSOCIATES, L.L.C.

Attorneys at Law
Notary Public

2790 Hwy. 90 West
436-2466

AVE MARIA RETREAT HOUSE
MISSIONARY OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE
BROTHER DANNA J. GAUTHREAUX, OMI
SocIAL WORK - COUNSELOR - THERAPIST
Boarp CeRTIFIED DipLOMAT IN CLINICAL SociaL WORK

BoaRD CERTIFIED SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELOR

CERTIFIED COMPULSIVE GAMBLING COUNSELOR

HC 62, Box 368 AB
MaRRERO, LA 70072-9704

(504) 689-3837/8 Fax: (504) 689-2785

Ross D. Shales

(504) 831-1778
3117 22nd St., Suite 1
Metairie
rossshales@allstate.com

Acadian
Carpet

Center, Inc.

5140 Lapalco Blvd. 340-2432

10% OFF Selected Items With Bulletin

) Allstate.

You're in good hands.

© 2011 Allstate Insurance Company.

WHY ADVERTISE

CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with a company specifically

CatholicMatch.com/myLA

catholicmaich’
Louisiana

® e

Funeral Homes, LLC

Six Generations of Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1895
Planning TODAY to Help Your Family TOMORROW..
For more information call
(504) 366-4343
www.mothefunerals.com

because they are advertising in the church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More Ahout Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Callusat 1=-800=438-8931 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

2701 Barataria Blvd.
Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 347-1451

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! ¢, R 1
v/Ambulance SolutionsasLowass 19.95 amonth %% .

= K
v'Police vFire
@ ° " '
;\ [ AN

v/Friends/Family
This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS,

800 8 09 33 52 Lowest Price Guaranteed!
" 1 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert EasY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! - 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

1951 Barataria Blvd.
Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 349-9075

6588 Westbank

-

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
>\ NO Long Term Contracts

CALL

1) Now:
et

2

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month
* No Long-Term Contract

* Price Guarantee
. ¢ Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

515408 St Bonaventure Church

Toll Free 1.877.80

The Most Complete

Online National

FINDaPARISH.com
Directory of
Catholic Pavishes

Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 341-2726

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.

1900 Lafayette St.
Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 366-3557

Expy.

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yol

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

ONE ) PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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