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A NOTE FROM THE PASTORAL TEAM 
AT ST. FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH 

 

In asking a priest and the Catholic community to witness your marriage vows, you 
are asking for more than you would a civil magistrate or Justice of the Peace. 
 

Since one or both of you profess the Catholic faith, you are asking the Church 
not only to witness your solemn marriage promise civilly, but also to celebrate 
with you sacramentally. If you do not intend that your union be a sacramental 
one, it would be hypocritical for both of you and us to celebrate your wedding in 
a Catholic ceremony. 
 

As an example: you cannot share in the Eucharist HONESTLY if you do not 
believe that Christ is really present in the Eucharist; you cannot approach the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation HONESTLY if you do not believe in Christ or the 
reality of sin. So, too, you cannot administer the Sacrament of Matrimony to one 
another HONESTLY if you do not believe that marriage, as a Christian 
sacrament, is a lifelong and faithful union of a man and a woman mutually 
committed to sharing their life and love together. Modeled after and strengthened 
by God’s own love for his people, it is an intimate partnership in which each 
person gives the other freedom to grow and which is directed toward bearing 
fruit. 
 

Think about the Marriage Sacrament over the course of the next several months.  
Pray over it. Ask yourselves questions like: Who is Christ? What does He teach 
about marriage? What does He expect of us as we prepare for marriage? What 
does the Church expect of us? 
 

If you wish to be married in a Catholic ceremony and if you want to celebrate 
your wedding at St. Francis de Sales, we offer to help in whatever ways we can to 
prepare you for marriage and to ensure that your wedding will be a prayerful 
experience.   
 

We are happy for you as you begin to plan the celebration of your marriage.  This is 
certainly one of the most important events in your life. 
 

We are a Christian community who believe very strongly in marriage as a sacred 
covenant between two mature adults. Because of this belief, we are providing you 
some information and guidelines that are followed here as part of our celebration 
of marriage. Because of the importance of this information to you and your 
intended spouse, as well as to our community, we ask you to carefully read over 
these guidelines as you begin to make decisions about the celebration of your 
wedding here at St. Francis de Sales.  
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WHO MAY HAVE THEIR WEDDING CELEBRATED AT  
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES? 

 

In order to have your wedding celebrated at St. Francis de Sales, at least one party 
must be a registered and active parish member for at least two years at the time of 
the wedding or must be a dependent child of a parishioner who is a registered and 
active member for at least two years prior to the date of the wedding. Fees would 
be a recommended tithe of the total wedding cost (see p. 7). Non registered 
members will be charged a fee of $500.00 for the use of the church and the fee is 
to be paid when the marriage date is approved and placed on the Church 
calendar. 
 

WHEN MUST WE REQUEST A WEDDING DATE? 
 

Diocesan Policy on Marriage requires that you contact the priest at least six 
months prior to the celebration. The necessary preparation during this six-month 
period includes assessment of a couple’s relationship, gathering pre-marital 
information and documents, participation in a formal instructional program for 
engaged couples and planning the liturgy (including music) for the wedding 
celebration. The priest will explain these aspects to you in greater detail when you 
meet with him.  

 

WHO CAN PRESIDE AT OUR WEDDING? 
 

Weddings at St. Francis de Sales are normally presided over by the parish priest. 
Exceptions to this would be; relatives or close friends who are priests or deacons 
and are properly qualified both legally and liturgically. The Presider is responsible 
for all marriage papers and preparations. For couples entering an ecumenical 
marriage, we welcome the minister of the other partner’s faith tradition to 
participate, although limited, in the wedding liturgy. Other accommodations are 
possible in communication with the Pastor. 
 

 

WHAT ABOUT THE WEDDING REHEARSAL? 
 

This is to be scheduled at a time mutually agreeable to the engaged couple and the 
Presider. It is expected that the wedding participants be prompt so that the rehearsal 
can begin on time. The rehearsal will be conducted by the Pastor and Director of 
Liturgy & Music. No Wedding Consultants are needed at the rehearsal. Forty-five 
minutes is allowed for the rehearsal so please make all wedding party assignments 
prior to arriving for the rehearsal.  
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WHAT ABOUT MUSIC FOR OUR WEDDING? 

 
All music before and during the wedding is to be selected in compliance with the 
Diocesan Guidelines for Wedding Liturgies. Each couple must meet with the 
Parish Director of Liturgy & Music to select music for the ceremony, discuss all 
musician fees and prepare all other aspects of the wedding ceremony. This should 
be scheduled three months prior to the wedding date. Contact Brant Veal, at the 
church office 270-442-1923, or email him at - bveal@parishsfds.com 
 

Please note that when you meet with Brant, you will need the following: 
 

• Readings for the wedding ceremony, & liturgical ministers selected 
• List of deceased loved ones, gravely ill, homebound, or hospitalized that you wish 

to be remembered in the Prayers of the Faithful 
• Name and phone number of cantor/singer and other musicians if not from parish 
• This booklet to discuss church policy 

 

WHAT TIME MAY WEDDINGS BE SCHEDULED? 
 

When Church functions/events are scheduled on your wedding day, it may be 
necessary for the Parish to restrict the time available for putting up/removing 
decorations or taking pictures in Church.  Church accessibility time is the time 
you are allowed in Church to decorate or take pictures before and after the 
wedding time.  This includes clean up of the Church and outside.  The Church is 
unavailable at other times because of regularly scheduled Masses and Confessions.  
The Church will be locked one hour after the wedding time. 
Weddings may be scheduled on: 
 

• Weekday evenings  
• Saturdays.  Weddings may be scheduled: 

12:00PM, (Church accessibility starts one hour prior to wedding 
time and ends one hour after conclusion of ceremony.) 
7:00PM, (Church accessibility starts at 6:15PM and ends one hour 
after conclusion of ceremony.) 

• Sunday. Weddings may be scheduled: 
1:00PM – 6:00PM, (Church accessibility starts at 12:15PM for 
1:00PM weddings or one hour prior to the wedding for later times 
and ends one hour after conclusion of ceremony.) 

• Note that regularly scheduled weekend masses are also available options for 
weddings. 
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DECORATIONS FOR THE CHURCH 

 

Our worship space decorations reflect our observances of various liturgical 
seasons. These decorations are not to be removed or altered.  Any additional 
decorations should be planned with simplicity and good taste and should reflect 
the religious nature of your wedding celebration.  If additional decorations are 
planned, they must be approved by the Director of Liturgy & Music, and may be 
placed within one hour of the ceremony.  Some common concerns are: 
 

• UNITY CANDLE: Unity candles are not permitted, as they are not 
included in the Roman Catholic Rite of Marriage. 
 

• AISLE RUNNER: Aisle runners are not permitted, as they are a liability 
concern  

 

• CANDLES: The candles in place throughout the Sanctuary are 
sufficient. No other candle arrangements are allowed. 

 

• FLOWERS: No flowers, other decorations or symbols may be placed on 
or attached to the ALTAR, HIGH ALTAR or the AMBO. Flowers 
should never block or obscure the visibility of the Presider. All flowers 
and arrangements shall be natural - no silk or artificial. 

 

• AISLE CANDLES ARE NOT ALLOWED.  However, pew bows are 
allowed and must be attached to the pew using only ribbon. 

 

• RICE, CONFETTI, BIRDSEED, ETC. - Due to safety concerns and 
clean-up costs, the throwing of rice, confetti, birdseed or any other such 
item is not allowed. 

 

• CLEAN UP: You are responsible for cleaning up any programs, paper, 
boxes, etc., from the church, pews and any outside bows or drapes, etc. 
Everything needs to be removed immediately after the ceremony, and 
finished within 1 hour after the ceremony is complete.  

  
• NO CHURCH FURNITURE OR DECORATIONS SHALL BE 

MOVED FROM THEIR ORIGINAL POSITION. 
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WHAT ABOUT PICTURE TAKING AT OUR WEDDING? 

 

Saturday evening and Sunday 1:00PM weddings - the pictures can only be taken 
after the wedding and will need to be completed within one hour of the ceremony 
completion.  The time of the pictures needs to be scheduled with the Director 
of Liturgy & Music. 
 

Saturday afternoon and Sunday weddings after 1:00PM - The pictures may be 
taken one hour before the wedding or after the wedding, ending one hour after 
its conclusion.  The time of the pictures needs to be scheduled with the Director 
of Liturgy & Music. 
 

Pictures may be taken during the procession at the beginning and at the end of 
the ceremony. The use of flash bulbs or other artificial lighting during the 
ceremony is not permitted as is a photographer’s moving up into the sanctuary. 
This applies to both still photography and videotaping. All photography and 
videotaping during the ceremony must be done from the body of the church. 
Please be certain your photographer / videographer understands these restrictions 
clearly when you discuss your arrangements. 

 
 

IS THERE A DRESSING AREA FOR THE BRIDAL PARTY? 
 

Yes, we have a dressing area for the bridal party. This room is available one hour 
prior to the wedding ceremony with clean up after ceremony. 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Chapel within the Church is NEVER to be used for 
dressing or as a waiting space before the ceremony. The entrance foyer on 
Broadway (or the Parish Hall, if rented) is the waiting space.  No one should be in 
the chapel except to pray. 
 

Also, no one except the groomsmen are allowed in the supply sacristy off the 
Sanctuary. There is to be no one walking around the altar. If anyone has any 
questions, they should direct them to Brant Veal, the Director of Liturgy & 
Music.  Please remind everyone in the wedding party that this is a holy space 
and should be treated as such. 
 
 
 

 
DOES ST. FRANCIS DE SALES HAVE A PLACE  
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FOR A WEDDING RECEPTION? 
 

The Parish Hall is available to rent.  Please schedule a meeting with the Business 
Manager, for scheduling only after your wedding date has been confirmed by the 
Pastor. Fees, deposits and Contract/Guidelines will be discussed at this meeting. 
Scheduling can be one year in advance of date. Please note: Parish events will take 
precedence on the Parish Hall schedule. 

 

CHECKLIST FOR SCHEDULING AND FEES 
 

□ Schedule a meeting with Business Manager if rental of the Parish Hall is desired 
□ Schedule a meeting with the Director of Liturgy & Music. This should be 

scheduled three months prior to the wedding date 
 

FEES & SUGGESTED STIPENDS 
 

□ Church Use: a recommended 10% tithe for Parishioners; $500 for Non-
parishioners 

□ Priest 
□ Director of Liturgy & Music: $100 
□ Altar Server(s): $10-$20 per server 
□ Cantor: $75-$150 (pending music selection) 
□ Accompanist: $100-$200 (pending music selection) 

 
FEES FOR PARISH HALL USE: 

• Parishioner Pricing: 
o Sunday - $100 
o Monday - Thursday - $125  
o Friday & Saturday - $250  

  (+ $20 per hour for designated person) 
   (+ $95 Insurance Fee to the Diocese)  
   (+ $250 Damage Deposit) 

• Non-Parishioner Pricing – contact Business Manager 
DATES TO REMEMBER WORKSHEET 
 
Wedding Date __________ Time______ Rehearsal Date__________ Time_______ 
 
Meeting with Business Manager   Date_______   Time_______ 
 
Meeting with Dir. of Music & Liturgy   Date_______   Time_______  
 
Marriage License & All Stipends – Bring to Parish office 5 days prior to the wedding date. 

**Marriage License can be obtained from 
County Courthouse 30 days prior to the 
wedding 
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