
St. Edward Parish 
North Plains, Oregon 

 

December 13, 2020 

Mission Statement 

St. Edward is a welcoming Catholic Parish embracing God our Father,                  

Jesus Christ His Son, and the Holy Spirit.  We gather in Faith to give                    

glory and praise to God as a worshipping community.  We gather in Hope to 

educate, form and nurture spiritual growth of our individual parishioners,               

families, and community through the administration of the sacraments,                

catechesis, prayer and devotion and fellowship.  We gather in Charity to                

provide social outreach in our works of mercy.   

 

Pastor 

Fr. Michael Vuky 

Cell 971-217-5335 

mvuky@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Eucharist to Sick & Shut-ins 

Rita Nussbaumer  503-647-5262 

 

Parish Office 

Hours  Mon-Thurs 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Office Phone  503-647-2131 

Email Address  

 mail@stedwardnp.org 

Mailing Address  

 PO Box 507 

 North Plains, OR  97133 

Rectory Shipping Address 

 10990 NW 313th Avenue 

 North Plains, OR  97133 

Office Manager  Nancy Vandehey 

 n.vandehey@stedwardnp.net 

Business Manager  Fran Avery 

 favery@archdpdx.org 

Cemetery Sexton  Tony Montes 

 mail@stedwardnp.org 

 503-504-4441 

 

Religious Education 

Director  Nancy Vandehey 

 Phone 503-647-2131 

 Cell  503-706-0641 

  

Confessions: 

Saturday 3:45-4:30 pm at Visitation 

Masses: 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning Mass 9:15 am 

Wednesday Morning Mass 9:00 am 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

1st Wednesday of the month, following 

9:00 am Mass, closes at 7:00 pm 

Funeral Service 

Contact the parish office before making any     

funeral arrangements involving St. Edward Church 

facilities.  The office will involve Father Michael as 

soon as possible. Thank you. 

Infant Baptism 

Before scheduling a date for baptism, parents 

must be registered members of St. Edward Parish 

and attend a baptism preparation class.  To      

register for a baptism class and for more           

information, contact the parish office.  An          

appointment will be scheduled with                    

Father Michael. 

Matrimony 

Couples are asked to contact the parish office.  

The office will then send a letter explaining parish 

policies and an information form to be filled out 

and returned.  No date can be set until there is a 

conference with the parish priest, at least six 

months prior to the wedding.  

Parish Hall Use 

If any parish committee, ministry, 

or group is planning a meeting or 

gathering in the parish hall, it is 

important that you call Nancy in 

the parish office for availability. 

Mass Intentions can normally be 

offered on Wednesday mornings 

and Saturday evenings.  Please 

submit requests through the    

parish office.  A suggested       

stipend is $10. 

Bulletin Announcements 

The deadline is 12:00 pm on 

Tuesday for the following       

Sunday.  Call the parish office or 

email mail@stedwardnp.org. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

 

Mitch Nussbaumer 2020-2023 (Chair) 

Dian Duyck 2019-2022 (Vice Chair) 

Kristina Heagh-Avritt 2018-2021 

(Secretary) 

John Reding 2020-2023 

Bob VanderZanden 2018-2021 

Patrick Weis 2019-2022 



Dear Parishioners, 

 

Hopefully, you have started on this year’s Parish Advent book gift, 

Matthew Kelly’s “I Heard God Laugh:  A Practical Guide to Life’s    

Essential Daily Habit.”  As Matthew Kelly accurately observes, we put 

a lot of time, energy, and effort into our mind, body and emotions but 

we neglect our soul.  And what feeds our soul is PRAYER.  Prayer is 

food for the soul. 

 

Now, Matthew Kelly makes a good point that we are good at talking 

about what prayer is, the different forms of prayer, and memorizing 

prayers, but what often is lacking are the nuts and bolts of how to 

pray. 

 

I remember when I was in my first year of seminary at Mt. Angel.  

Prayer was a great struggle for me.  Prior to seminary, I knew the 

basic prayers such as the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be.  I 

knew the Mass responses.  I knew how to pray the rosary from my 

family practice.  I’d read the Bible and was very familiar with the             

reading selections of the Mass.  I always had a good example in my 

mother of how to pray. 

 

So, when I got into seminary, the excuses that I would make of not 

having a deeper prayer life which was my busy schedule, lack of time, 

or never having the available access to sacred and holy places were 

all gone.  Now, I had the time, prayer was part of the daily seminary 

schedule and I had the 4-digit code to get into any chapel on campus 

any time at my fingertips.  And I even had a spiritual director to guide 

me. 

 

Yet, I still struggled.  I struggled because I wanted results.  I wanted a 

sign.  In fact, I even asked for a sign.  As I shared in my vocation             

story, I was so close to packing my bags and leaving seminary for 

good.  I told God that if I could not outlast my holy hour partner (who 

was a monk that was so old and venerable that I am sure he                

remembered Moses in the desert), that was a sign that I was not 

meant to be a priest. 

 

I concluded that if I couldn’t pray before the Blessed Sacrament              

without thinking about the laundry list on my “to do” list, what was for 

dinner and who was going to show up at the Damian Center for               

recreational basketball.  Basically, if I can’t pray, how can I lead others 

to prayer, an essential skillset for a priest. 

 

Needless to say, nearing my breaking point, I made my last attempt to 

pray and started to focus.  I closed my eyes and tried to quiet my 

mind.  Well, as soon as I became calm, quiet, and peaceful, and my 

mind was finally clear, I heard the noise of snoring from the monk.   

 

Although I look back and laugh, at the time, I was actually really             

frustrated.  It was an important lesson for me because after I woke up 

the monk, we had a very good conversation.  He taught me that                      

prayer is just “being” with someone you love.  You can talk, you can 

listen, you can just be present and enjoy one’s company in silence.  

But most importantly, you need to be there day in and day out.              

Relationships cannot develop, grow, or be nurtured unless you put in 

the dedicated time daily. 

 

So, I encourage all of you, take up Matthew Kelly’s challenge:  21 

days of 10 minutes a day in conversation with God.  Next week, I will 

reflected upon his 7-step process.  But in the meantime:  

 

This Week  

Saturday, December 12th 

 Confessions by appointment only 

 Confessions 3:45-4:30 pm at Visitation 

 Vigil Mass 5:30 pm  

 Intentions:  RIP Paul Juenemann 

Sunday, December 13th 

 Mass 9:15 am 

 Intentions:  Parishioners of St. Edward 

 Middle School Youth Group 6:00-7:00 pm at Visitation 

Wednesday, December 16th 

 Mass 9:00 am 

 Intentions:  RIP Maggie Kindel 

 No Religious Education Classes through December 

  2020, more information in January 2021 

Saturday, December 19th 

 Confessions by appointment only 

 Confessions 3:45-4:30 pm at Visitation 

 Vigil Mass 5:30 pm  

 Intentions:  Parishioners of St. Edward 

Sunday, December 20th 

 Mass 9:15 am 

 Intentions:  RIP Marvin Nussbaumer 

Offertory Collection 
 

Weekly contributions needed for budget goal: $4373.00 

Offertory total for 12/5 & 12/6:   $4590.00 

Online total:     $915.00 

Over (Under):     $1132.00 

Spam Alert 
 

There continues to be a large amount of SPAMMING that appears 

to be coming from local parish priests.  These have gone from             

coming strictly via email to now coming through text messages.  

The message usually asks for gift cards or a wire transfer of funds.  

A number of unsuspecting parishioners have fallen for this scam.  If 

you receive a message via email or text from Fr. Michael asking for 

gift cards and/or wire transfer, please verify with him personally to 

avoid any fraud. 

Pastor’s Notes Continued 

Soul Note: 

Come to the silence                                                                                     

and learn what it is that you need to thrive.                                                         

Embrace what it is that makes you dance for joy.                                      

And share with everyone you meet the love                                           

that LOVE himself has filled you with (p. 63).     

Blessed Advent,  

Fr. Michael 



FORMED.ORG 
 

We have renewed our annual subscription.  Please add this FREE 

Catholic resource as part of your media platform.  Go online to 

www.formed.org and select “Enter code” link.  Input the Parish Code:  

HWNN8P and create your own personal login and password to begin 

enjoying the free content. 

 

If you have any problems logging in or accessing your account, please 

contact Julia, Parish Care for FORMED, parishcare@formed.org or 

call 1-844-367-6331 and provide the Parish Code HWNN8P under our 

registered name St. Francis of Assisi, Banks, Oregon for all three    

parishes. 

 

Pick of the Month 

 

Fr. Michael’s Pick: 

“The Virtue of Patience Amidst Chaos” 

 

As we begin this season of Advent, we are called to be alert, awake, 

and vigilant which requires PATIENCE.  In this episode of FORMED 

Now!, Dr. Ben Akers and Dr. Christopher O. Blum, Academic Dean of 

the Augustine Institute Graduate School, sit down to discuss the virtue 

of patience.  This conversation talks about the role of patience in the 

Christian life, how it is expressed, the difficulties of exercising it, and 

how to practically grow in the virtue of patience.                                             

Run Time:  18 minutes 

 

 

 

Missionaries of the Holy Spirit 

Prayers for Fr. Roberto and the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer to implore Fr. Roberto Saldivar’s health through the intercession of Venerable Felix of Jesus Rougier: 

Merciful Father, in your goodness, I confidently ask, through the intercession of Venerable Father Felix of Jesus Rougier, the 

complete recovery of Fr. Roberto Saldivar, Missionary of the Holy Spirit.  Glorify your servant on earth so that all priests,        

religious men and women, and laity, inspired by his example, may be transformed into your son, Jesus Christ, Priest and Victim.  

May all be for the greater glory of the Most Holy Trinity, the holiness of your priestly people, and the building of your kingdom on 

earth.  Amen. 

USDA Food Box Program Update 

  

The USDA has stated that there WILL be a Phase 4 that will be 

from November 1 through December 31, 2020.  The boxes are 

distributed on Tuesdays starting about 2:00 pm but could be 

sooner depending on if the truck arrives sooner.  Anyone can 

receive a box. 

 

Religious Education 

Grades 1-5 (Including 2nd Grade Sacramental Prep) 

Next class date to be announced. 

 

Middle School Youth Group (grades 6-8) 

Meets Sunday, December 13 from 6:00-7:00 pm at Visitation church 

for Communion of Saints Lesson and Saints Trivia Night.  Live 

streaming via Zoom will be available for those who are interested in 

participating virtually. 

 

High School Youth Group (grades 9-12) 

Meets Sunday, December 20 from 6:00-7:00 pm at Visitation church 

for Communion of Saints Lesson and Saints Trivia Night.  Live 

streaming via Zoom will be available for those who are interested in 

participating virtually. 

 

High School Youth Confirmation 

Meets Sunday, January 10 from 6:00-7:00 pm at Visitation church for 

Mass and Lesson on Sacrament of Eucharist Part II:  Real and True 

Presence.  Please contact Laura Nevis at (503) 575-5608 or email 

lnevis@farthing.com. 

 

RCIA 

Meets Sunday, December 13 from noon to 1:00 pm in the Visitation 

school cafeteria.  Fr. Michael will be presenting on “Four Last Things:  

Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell.” 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Make a difference.  “Every dollar makes a difference in covering our 

expenses,” says a Trappist abbot.  Hundreds of US religious                    

communities struggle to provide for aging members because most 

senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests served for 

little pay.  Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps these 

communities bridge the gap, offering support for medications, nursing 

care, and other necessities.  Please be generous. 

Expanding to Love and Serve Campaign 

The Neighborhood meeting was a success.  We are moving forward 

with scheduling a meeting with the North Plains City Planners.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Fr. Michael, Dick Vandehey 

(Chair), Dick Krueger (Vice Chair), or Bob VanderZanden                       

(Vice Chair). 



 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU! 

 

We had a very successful “Covid-19” 2020 Country Christmas Festival!  We grossed over $13,500. 

 

Thank you to Crystal and Bob VanderZanden and elves for the beautiful wreaths made in their greenhouse.  A huge thank you 

to Barb Henningsen, Jan Hamel, and helpers for managing the raffle.  We are also very grateful for the generous donors who 

donated so many wonderful prizes and all those who bought tickets!  Thank you to Mary Scritsmier and Diane Lederbrand for 

arranging the beautiful centerpieces.  A special thank you to Nancy and office staff for coordination of everything. 

 

Agnes Nussbaumer - Chairman 

St. Edward Country Christmas 2020 Raffle Winners 

 

 

 
Christmas and New Year’s Day Masses 

 

Please contact Nancy Vandehey (503) 647-2131 (office) or (503) 706-0641 (cell) to sign up.  The church and the satellite                

location will be open. 

 

December 24th at 5:30 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

December 24th at 8:00 pm Christmas Midnight Mass 

December 25th at 9:00 am Christmas Day Mass 

January 1st at 9:00 am New Year’s Day, Mary, Mother of God Mass 

Handmade quilt - Cindy Stratham 

$300 cash - Fishback 

$200 cash - Agnes Nussbaumer 

1/3 cord cut wood - Dick Claeys 

Helvetia basket - Mary Spiering 

North Plains Floral $150 gift card - M. Larsen 

McKay Creek Golf package - Nancy Schmidt 

White Birch Design Co basket - Judy Goodrich 

Organic produce gift box - Crystal VanderZanden 

Verboort Sausage basket - Vici Collins 

Sportsman basket - Crystal VanderZanden 

3 - $100 Grocery Outlet gift cards - Shirley Van Dyke, Dick Krueger, 

Barb Henningsen 

Let’s Play Toy Store basket - Don Stadelman 

Home Depot basket - Patrick Weis 

Hand crafted birdfeeder - Ann Duyck 

Old Scotch Church Vineyard basket - Shirley Van Dyke 

Coffee basket - Judy Goodrich 

Movie basket - Becky Phillips 

Lash Extension at North Hair Design - Maria Basile 

2 - $50 gas gift cards - Kathy Reimers, Joe Heesacker 

$50 Amazon gift card - Dick Krueger 

$50 Fred Meyer gift card - Emma Nussbaumer 

3 - 50 handmade greeting cards - Patrick Weis, Donna Kemper,             

Nikki Haraden 

$50 massage gift certificate - Fran Cotton 

Handcrafted wooden bench - Isaac Nussbaumer 

4 - Homemade jelly baskets - Goeden, Stefanie VanderZanden,              

Marilyn Ermatinger, Heather Stadelman 

$60 North Hair Design gift card - Ann Boman DiMarco 

Gingerbread mansion kit - Marlene Duyck 

Christmas package (tree, wreath, & centerpiece) - Amy Stadelman 



 

Governor’s Office “Extreme Risk” Level 

 

Our current gathering limit is 25% of capacity.  Nancy Vandehey will be reaching out to you regarding your Mass schedule.  If 

you have not signed up to attend regularly, please call Nancy at the parish office (503) 647-2131.  Also, we are reminded that 

mask/face coverings are REQUIRED with the only exception of disability or medical reason.  Please do not gather after Mass 

and promptly return to your vehicle. 

 

Thank you for cooperation. 

Giving Tree 2020 (Updated Information) 

 

As with everything else in 2020, the St. Edward Giving Tree charity has to make changes in how we fulfill the needs of our less 

fortunate neighbors.  Fortunately, those changes are very minor compared to the much increased need in our community 

brought on by job loss and illness.  

 

There are approximately 15 boy/girl gift tags remaining.  If you are able, please grab an additional tag or two to purchase 

gifts for these children.  If you are sheltering in your home, not attending Mass in person, you can still participate.  If you’d like to 

select a gift tag, call the office at (503) 647-2131 and Nancy will open the church for you during office hours.  If you prefer to 

send a check to purchase a gift, please mail it to St. Edward Church, PO Box 507, North Plains, OR  97133.  We will use the 

money to purchase whatever is specified with your donation. 

 

Our St. Edward parish has always been exceedingly generous during this charitable outreach.  The recipient families are                

overwhelmed with the amount of food given, and are beyond words when they also receive a credit on their PGE bill!  Many           

parishioners work at St. Vincent de Paul during the rest of the year, but this is the time when the entire parish shines in direct 

support of our closest North Plains neediest families.  What a wonderful tradition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Streaming of Masses 

The Archdiocese of Portland will continue to live stream the 11:00 am 

Sunday Mass from The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception              

every week until the gather restrictions have been lifted.                                           

Go to https://archdpdx.org/live-masses. 

St. Edward/St. Francis of Assisi/Visitation is live streaming the                

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil and 8:00 am and 10:00 am Sunday Masses in 

Verboort.  Download Zoom.us, enter Meeting ID:  993 4497 4746, 

password:  HolyMass 

Christmas and New Year’s Masses will be live streamed from                  

Visitation:   

Thursday, December 24 - 4:00 pm Christmas Vigil, 10:00 pm                

Christmas Midnight Mass 

Friday, December 25 - 8:00 am and 10:00 am Christmas Day Masses 

Friday, January 1 - 9:00 am Mary, Mother of God, New Year’s Day 

Mass 

 

Download Zoom.us, enter Meeting ID:  970 1739 4694, password:  

HolyMass 

Parish Secretary 

 

St. Matthew is looking for a cheerful, bilingual                            

(English/Spanish) Parish Secretary.  The position is full-time,                          

Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 5:00 pm, and is benefitted. 

 

The successful candidate will be fluent in English and Spanish 

speaking, writing, and publishing; have a proven ability to work 

efficiently in a busy office; be proficient in Word and Publisher; 

experience with database software required; and have 2-3 

years experience as a Parish Secretary.  High contact with 

public and parishioners; candidate must be a practicing                 

Catholic. 

 

Please send resume to Becky Smith at 

bsmith@stmatthewhillsboro.org or fax to (503) 648-4489 to 

apply. 

 


