
St. Edward Parish 
North Plains, Oregon 

 

August 22, 2021 

Mission Statement 

St. Edward is a welcoming Catholic Parish embracing God our Father,                  

Jesus Christ His Son, and the Holy Spirit.  We gather in Faith to give                    

glory and praise to God as a worshipping community.  We gather in Hope to 

educate, form and nurture spiritual growth of our individual parishioners,               

families, and community through the administration of the sacraments,                

catechesis, prayer and devotion and fellowship.  We gather in Charity to                

provide social outreach in our works of mercy.   

 

Pastor 

Fr. Michael Vuky 

Cell 971-217-5335 

mvuky@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Eucharist to Sick & Shut-ins 

Rita Nussbaumer  503-647-5262 

 

Parish Office 

Hours  Mon-Thurs 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Office Phone  503-647-2131 

Email Address  

 mail@stedwardnp.org 

Mailing Address  

 PO Box 507 

 North Plains, OR  97133 

Rectory Shipping Address 

 10990 NW 313th Avenue 

 North Plains, OR  97133 

Office Manager  Nancy Vandehey 

 n.vandehey@stedwardnp.net 

Business Manager  Fran Avery 

 favery@archdpdx.org 

Cemetery Sexton  Tony Montes 

 mail@stedwardnp.org 

 503-504-4441 

 

Religious Education 

Director  Nancy Vandehey 

 Phone 503-647-2131 

 Cell  503-706-0641 

  

Confessions: 

Saturday 4:30-5:15 pm or by appointment, 

call/text Fr. Michael 971-217-5335 

Masses: 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm                                 

Sunday Morning Mass 9:15 am              

Wednesday Morning Mass 9:00 am 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

1st Wednesday of the month, following                  

9:00 am Mass, closes at 7:00 pm 

Funeral Service 

Contact the parish office before making any     

funeral arrangements involving St. Edward Church 

facilities.  The office will involve Father Michael as 

soon as possible. Thank you. 

Infant Baptism 

Before scheduling a date for baptism, parents 

must be registered members of St. Edward Parish 

and attend a baptism preparation class.  To      

register for a baptism class and for more           

information, contact the parish office.  An          

appointment will be scheduled with                    

Father Michael. 

Matrimony 

Couples are asked to contact the parish office.  

The office will then send a letter explaining parish 

policies and an information form to be filled out 

and returned.  No date can be set until there is a 

conference with the parish priest, at least six 

months prior to the wedding.  

Parish Hall Use 

If any parish committee, ministry, 

or group is planning a meeting or 

gathering in the parish hall, it is 

important that you call Nancy in 

the parish office for availability. 

Mass Intentions can normally be 

offered on Wednesday mornings 

and Saturday evenings.  Please 

submit requests through the    

parish office.  A suggested       

stipend is $10. 

Bulletin Announcements 

The deadline is 12:00 pm on 

Tuesday for the following       

Sunday.  Call the parish office or 

email mail@stedwardnp.org. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
 

Dian Duyck 2019-2023 (Chair) 

Patrick Weis 2019-2023 (Vice Chair) 

John Reding 2020-2024 (Secretary) 

Kristina Heagh-Avritt 2018-2022 

Bob VanderZanden 2018-2022 

 Mitch Nussbaumer 2020-2024  



Dear Parishioners, 

 

Fr. Kelly Vandehey sent me this article from the Pew Research Center 

regarding an intriguing, first-of-its-kind study entitled, “The Digital          

Pulpit: A Nationwide Analysis of Online Sermons.”  Based upon this 

article, the study was conducted by using advanced computer                    

technology by sifting through the websites of 38,630 Christian               

Churches in the U.S., of which found 6,431 Catholic churches that  

publish audio or video recordings of the Sunday homilies in English, 

and analyzed them, among other things, for length and vocabulary.  

Here are three observations that I found interesting: 

 

• Catholic clergy preach much more briefly than mainline Protestant 

and Evangelical preachers.  On average, Catholic preaching is 14 

minutes compared to 25 minutes for traditional Methodists,             

Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, United Church 

of Christ, and Quakers.  (And mind you, Pope Francis has               

recommended that Catholic homilies should be around 8-10 

minutes, despite the fact that he typically preaches twice as long!) 

• Catholic homilies referred far less to Sacred Scripture than their 

counterparts did.  In the 2,706 Catholic homilies studied from             

April 2019 to May 2020, 68% mentioned the New Testament and 

28% mentioned the Old Testament (compared, respectively, to 

82% NT/43% OT for mainline Protestant and 93% NT/66% OT for 

Evangelicals). 

• The study examined the vocabulary used by preachers in the  

various churches.  Across the denominations, almost all 49,719 

sermons and homilies studied mentioned the words God, Jesus, 

love, like, good, and right.  Catholic preaching was distinct in  

mentioning words like Eucharist (61%), Blessed Mary (42%),          

diocese (30%), Gospel (28%), paschal (28%), chalice (25%),            

venerate (24%), and Catholic (19%). 

 

Now, reflecting on the data, I have a few thoughts on why a Catholic 

homily is briefer.  Any Catholic who has had an occasion to hear a 

Protestant sermon or watch them on television already knows that 

Protestants generally preach much longer as the primary focus is on 

Scripture.  However, for Catholics, our Catholic liturgy involves both 

the readings of the Sacred Scripture which includes the homily known 

as the Liturgy of the Word as well as the offering of the Eucharist 

knowns as the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  For this reason, there is a  

natural and proportioned flow that the Liturgy of the Word sets up the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist.  As my professor in Sacramental theology 

used to say: “If the Liturgy of the Word were too long, it might suggest 

that it is no longer an appetizer for the Liturgy of the Eucharist, but the 

main course.” 

 

Finally, although on an initial glance, Sacred Scripture seems more 

focused by Protestant and Evangelical preachers, the vocabulary        

applied for Catholic preaching which is centered upon the sacraments, 

especially the Eucharist, and the Blessed Mother reflects that Sacred 

Scripture supports the importance of the Eucharist which is the source 

and summit of our lives and, frankly, what makes us distinctively           

Catholic and the Saint that exemplifies carrying the Word Incarnate 

and sharing the Word of God to others. 

 

Thanks for indulging me in an interesting article/study a brother priest 

sent me and I ask that you continue to pray that the Holy Spirit’s           

guidance and direction into my heart as well as all priests and deacons 

entrusted with the ministry of preaching the Word of God. 

 

Have a Blessed Week! 

~ Fr. Michael 

This Week  

Saturday, August 21st 

 Confessions 4:30-5:15 pm 

 Vigil Mass 5:30 pm  

 Intentions of Rose Coussens 

Sunday, August 22nd 

 Mass 9:15 am 

 Intentions:  Parishioners of St. Edward 

Wednesday, August 25th 

 Mass 9:00 am 

 Intentions:  RIP Derald Schmidt 

Saturday, August 28th 

 Confessions 4:30-5:15 pm 

 Vigil Mass 5:30 pm  

 Intentions:  Parishioners of St. Edward 

Sunday, August 29th 

 Mass 9:15 am 

 Intentions:  RIP Kathie Thomas 

Offertory Collection 

Weekly contributions needed for budget goal: $4373.00     

Offertory total for 8/14 & 8/15:   $5522.00                

Online total:     $570.00  

Over (Under):     $1719.00 

Save the Date!  St. Edward Parish Picnic 
 

Join us for 11:00 am Mass Sunday, September 12 (this Mass will 

take the place of the 9:15 am Mass).  At noon, the picnic will begin 

outside the St. Edward Parish Hall for food, drink, games, and         

fellowship.  Tables and chairs will be set up outside for an outdoor 

picnic. 

Face Masks Required - Effective August 13 
 

“Due to the spike in Covid-19 hospitalizations being driven by the 

spread of the highly contagious Delta variant, Governor Brown   

issued an executive order requiring masks/face coverings statewide 

at all indoor and public gatherings beginning August 13, 2021.   

Effective Friday, August 13, masks/face coverings are required for 

all adults and children older than 5 gathered in all Catholic               

Churches in the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.” 



FORMED.ORG 
 

To begin to utilize this Catholic Resource, go online to 

www.formed.org and select “Enter code” link.  Input the Parish Code:  

HWNN8P to create your own personal login and password and begin 

enjoying the FREE content. 

 

 

Pick of the Month 

Fr. Michael’s Pick: 

 

“Answering Common Objections: Mary” by Dr. Scott Hahn 

 

In preparation of the Solemnity of the Assumption (August 15),                

Dr. Hahn covers the Biblical evidence for the doctrines and devotion to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary which provides an essential resource for           

answering the objections to Mary that Protestants make to the              

Catholic Faith (Run Time: 68 minutes). 

 

 

 

 

Live Streaming of Masses 

11:00 am Sunday Mass from The Cathedral of the Immaculate            

Conception.  Go to https://archdpdx.org/live-masses. 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil and 8:00 am and 10:00 am Sunday Masses 

from Visitation.  Download Zoom.us,                                                            

enter Meeting ID:  993 4497 4746 and Password:  HolyMass. 

Middle School & High School Youth Groups 

Upcoming gatherings for both Middle School and High School Youth 

Groups: 

Sunday, August 22, 6:00 - 7:30 pm High School Youth Group Kickball/

Softball game and BBQ 

Expanding to Love and Serve Campaign 
 

The committee has completed the baseline design of the building and 

is in the process of consulting electrical, plumbing, mechanical, and 

structural engineers.  If you have any questions, please contact           

Fr. Michael, Dick Vandehey (Chair), Dick Krueger (Vice Chair), or    

Bob VanderZanden (Vice Chair). 

Garden of Hope Service Project 

 

The harvest continues.  We need your help on Mondays and  

Wednesdays from 9:00-11:00 am.  Help us fill the food sharing table 

for senior citizens in North Plains.   

Please contact Bob VanderZanden at 503-680-2879 or 

vandz_@live.com if you are able to help. 

 

Thanks again! 

A Special Thank You … 

 
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups would like to extend a special thank you to St. Edward Parish for allowing the use of the 

parking lot as a fundraiser during the Garlic Festival.  The combined youth groups raised $2193 during the event. 

 

THANK YOU to all who braved the heat to help set up and/or run a three hour shift (or two) to help this become such a successful fundraiser! 

Save the Date! 
 

Mark your calendars for the first Dine Around 2021-2022! 

 

Tuesday, September 21st 

Location:  Out AZA Blue in Gales Creek 

 

More info to follow.  You will not want to miss this one! 


