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Adoration 
Each Friday, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass, we have 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
until 10:00 a.m.  Come spend time with Our Lord! 

Sacrament of Anointing 
On the first Tuesday of each month, 

the sacrament of anointing is 
administered during the 8:30 AM Mass. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday, December 10th      —8:30 a.m.—     For Pat Vitek + by Juanita and Mike Vitek 
         For Msgr. Rev. Carl Sansari + + by Yen Khang Van 
Wednesday, December 11th - 6:00 p.m.—       For Paul Wulf + by the Tran Family 
Thursday, December 12th  —8:30 a.m.—        For Paul Wulf + by Ann Stoypra 
          For Edward Martinez + by Estella Martinez 
          For Augustin Mendoza + by Azusena & Jose Hernandez 
Friday, December 13th  —8:30 a.m.  —           For Paul Wulf + by Angel Medley & Family 
Saturday, December 14th  —5:30 p.m.—         For  Diane Carter + by Marian Matula 
          For Paul Wulf + by the Tran Family 
Sunday, December 15th —8:30 a.m.—             For James Morino + by Dorothy and Ted Kaspar 
Sunday, December 15th  —11:00 a.m.—           For All Parishioners of St. Joseph’s Parish 
       

 

St. Joseph’s Helping Hands 
 

St. Joseph’s Helping Hands has been very busy 
helping local people with food.  This 
group assist only those people that 
live in the Brazoria zip code area.   
 
We are asking for turkeys or hams so 
we can help folks have a joyous 
Christmas meal.  Watch your local 

paper for sale on turkeys and hams and consider  
donating one to the Helping Hands. 
If you are also able to help, there are tags on the 
Christmas tree for needy families Christmas gifts. 
 

________________________________ 

Vocations Town Hall Meeting  
 

January 11, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
Seminary (9845 Memorial Dr, Houston, TX 

77024) All Parish Vocation Committees,  
Serrans, and other Catholics concerned about 
vocation awareness are invited to attend the  
Vocations Town Hall Meeting (previously 
named Vocation Expo). Mass celebrant: Fr. 
Richard McNeillie. $5 each; lunch included. 
Deadline: January 3. No child care available. 
The web link to register is https://cvent.me/

lVVPDa 
______________________________________ 

 
Texas Rally for Life  

 

The Office of Pro-Life Activities will offer transpor-
tation to Austin for the annual Texas Rally for Life 

march on Saturday, January 25, 2020. Join us for the 
Archdiocesan Mass that will take place at St. Bar-

tholomew Catholic Church in Katy at 8:30 a.m.  
After Mass, we will travel to Austin and join  

thousands of Texans in a march to support each  
human life! Cost is $25 and includes two Buc-ee’s 

stops. For more information, see the flyers in English 
and Spanish or call the Office of Pro-Life activities 
at 713-741-8728 (713-440-3443 for Spanish). To 

register visit, https://archgh.cvent.com/d/wyqbym/.  
 

__________________________________________ 

Café Lite: January 16  
 

The next Café Lite will be on Thursday, January 
16, at St. Clare of Assisi (3131 El Dorado Blvd, 
Houston) from 7:00-9:00 p.m., with an optional 
prayer hour from 6:00-7:00 p.m. Our speaker will 
be Fr. Luke Millette, with topic “Spiritual AND 
Religious: Staying Connected to Christ and his 
Church." All young adults are invited to Café Ca-
tholica Lite for a talk, followed by time in prayer 
and fellowship. For more information, contact the 
Office for Young Adult and Campus Ministry at 
www.archgh.org/cafecatholica or yacm@ 
archgh.org or 713-741-8778.  
Save the dates for upcoming Café Lite talks: March 
12 at Our Mother of Mercy, Houston; May 28 at 
Christ the Redeemer, Houston.  
 
_________________________________________ 

“It’s a good thing my Dad wasn’t the one catching 
the fish the day Jesus fed the multitudes,” said  
Vicki.  “The fish would have been a lot smaller 
than he told Jesus they were.” 



. THE LONG-AWAITED ONE 
 
 As the Sundays of Advent unfold the scrip-
tures shift focus from the final coming of the Lord 
to his historical birth. Today’s scriptures blend the 
two. Isaiah’s disillusionment with the kings of his 
own day led him to envision an ideal king who 
would rule with divine approval and be led by di-
vine wisdom. For centuries the Jewish people antic-
ipated the arrival of that Messiah, who would usher 
in a blessed age when the whole world would final-
ly dwell in justice and peace. 
 After centuries of such growing expectation, 
the preaching of John the Baptist about the imminent 
arrival of the Messiah could not help but provoke 
intense interest. The Baptist’s message about prepa-
ration for “the one who is coming” (Matthew 3:11) 
makes clear that Jesus is, in fact, the long-awaited 
one who is ushering in the new age foretold by Isai-
ah and all the prophets. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
Collection for the weekend of  
November 24th & 25th  
 
 
Envelopes—Checks—$1,855, Cash—$434, Loose 
donations—Checks—$364, Cash—$320 
 
Church Debt Collection 
Envelopes—Checks—$ 80, Cash—$53,  Loose  
Donations—Checks—$110, Cash—$387 
 
 
_______________________________________ 

  

 

 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat  
 

The Office of Pro-Life Activities will offer the next 
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat of post-abortion healing 
on the weekend of February 21-23, 2020. This  
retreat is part of Project Rachel’s ministry. All  
inquiries and registrations are strictly confidential. 
To register or for more information, please contact 
the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 713-741-8728 
or 713-440-3443 or email at jkfritsch@archgh.org.  
_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — He shall bring justice for the af-
flicted; the earth shall overflow with the knowledge 
of the Lord 
(Isaiah 11:1-10). 
 
Psalm — Justice shall flourish in his time, and full-
ness of peace for ever (Psalm 72). 
 
Second Reading — Glorify God by living in har-
mony with one another, welcoming each other as 
Christ welcomed you (Romans 15:4-9). 
 
Gospel — Produce good fruit worthy of your bap-
tism; repent, for the reign of God is near (Matthew 
3:1-12). 
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, In-
ternational Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

_________________________________________ 
Stewardship 
 
“….giving thanks to the Father, who has made 
you fit to share in the inheritance of the holy 
ones in light.” Colossians 1:12      God wants us 
to be happy!  Instead of looking at the Ten Com-
mandments as being restrictive and telling us what 
we can’t do, look at them as guides for living a joy-
filled and peaceful life.   Try putting God first in all 
things instead.  use your gifts.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, December 14th - 5:30 P.M. 
Lector/Commentator—Gilbert Ramirez and 
 Tammy Dirba 
EM—Sherril Ramirez, Tammy Dirba, Mary 
 Womack, Donna Whyde 
Altar Servers—Erin Reid 
Usher - Eddie Dirba 
 

Sunday, December  15th  —8:30 A.M. 
Lector/Commentator—Virginia Solis and 
 Betty Cordoba 
EM—Virginia Solis, Betty Cordoba, Jared 
 Stavinoha, Mark Hanak 
Altar Servers –Myles deValcourt 
Usher—Troy Meagher 
 

Sunday, December 15th    —11:00 A.M. 
Lector/Commentator—Elsa Glover and  
 Leisa Glover 
EM—Estella Martinez, Randy Miksch,  
 Rozanne Thomas, Kathy Wishert 
Altar Servers—Jalyn and Mia Moreno 
Usher—Juan Carlile 
Counters—Gail Verzwyvelt and Maria Cavazos 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20;  
  Ps 98:1-4;  
  Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;  
  Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 
  10ac, 11-13;  

    Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10;  
  Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a;  
  12:1-6a, 10ab;  
  Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or  
  Lk 1:39-47,  
  or any readings from the Common of the  
  Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b,  
  15-16, 18-19;  Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10;  
  Jas 5:7-10;  
  Mt 11:2-11 

    MLK Mass of Remembrance  
The Annual Archdiocesan MLK Mass of Remem-
brance honoring the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. will take place on Sunday, January 
19 at 3:00 p.m. at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart, 1111 St. Joseph Pkwy. in downtown Hou-
ston. All are welcome to attend.  
_________________________________________

 

 

 

 
 

 
Third Order Lay Carmelites  
 
Would you like to deepen your prayer life and de-
velop a closer relationship with God? Lay Carmel-
ites are called to be involved in the mission of the 
Church by sanctifying the world through prayer. 
We are people from all walks of life, married, sin-
gle, widowed who go about our daily lives contem-
plating God's presence is the midst of everything 
and bringing others to Christ by the way we live our 
lives. Our role models are the prophet Elijah be-
cause of his zeal for the Lord, and Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, because she teaches us the way of contem-
plative prayer. We study and meet together in com-
munity once a month. We have new formation clas-
ses beginning soon. For more information on what 
Carmel is all about, contact Yajaira Ayala at 832-
330-6092 or Kathy Schutz at 936-203-7954.  



SAINT JUAN DIEGO (1474-1548) 
December 9 
 
 How well Mary’s own words describe Juan 
Diego: “God has cast down the mighty from their 
thrones and lifted up the lowly” (Luke 1:52). 
Through him, for the diverse peoples of the Ameri-
cas, indigenous and immigrant, the Mother of God 
became known as their Mother, too. Cuauhtlatzin, 
his given name, means “One Who Speaks Like an 
Eagle,” and Juan Diego faithfully delivered the Vir-
gin’s request that a church be built at Tepeyac 
where she had appeared to him. To the skeptical 
bishop’s request for a sign, Our Lady showed Juan 
Diego roses blooming through stony ground, de-
spite winter’s cold. When he unfolded his tilma to 
present them to the bishop, imprinted there was 
Mary’s image! Her blue sash and the flower over 
her womb were traditional Aztec symbols of preg-
nancy and new life. But her features were those of a 
mestiza, indicating mixed Aztec-European heritage. 
Thus to peoples too easily prone to a “clash of cul-
tures,” Our Lady of Guadalupe remains the endur-
ing icon of unity-in-diversity, the fruit of our one 
baptism into Jesus, her Son. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
Liturgical Ministers Needed 

Please consider being a Liturgical Minister—A 
readers, Extra Ordinary Minister of Communion, 
Altar Server, or Usher.  Contact the Parish Office to 
volunteer. 

C. C. E. 
 

We have started another 
C.C.E. year.  Be sure to  
enroll your children so they 
can learn more about their 
faith and their role as Cath-
olic Christians.  You can 
register them anytime dur-

ing the week by stopping by the Parish  
Office.  

A man was putting up a knotty pine wall in the 
living room. His young son was curious. 
 
“What are those holes for?” he asked.  
 
“They’re knotholes,” replied the father.  
 
“If they’re not holes,” the boy asked puzzled, 
“then what are they?”  

 
The Christian Renewal Center in Dickinson is 

hosting a Middle School Retreat on  
 

Saturday, January 11, 2020.  
 

They are excited that NET Ministries will be here 
to minister to these young people, with powerful 

talks, prayerful discussions and memorable activi-
ties.  Make plans now to attend.   

 
Details and registrations are online at 

 https://www.retreatcentercrc.org/middle-school-
retreat.   

 
 

We hope you will register your parish Middle 
School youth by clicking on the Group Registration 

Link.  
_________________________________________ 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 2019 
The earth shall be filled with knowledge of the 
Lord, as water covers the sea.  
— Isaiah 11:9 

If you have disconnected your home phone and 
only have a cell phone, please call the parish Of-

fice and give us your new number. 
 

_______________________________________ 

December 8, 2019  2nd Sunday of Advent   
 
 We need to realize what we do with the gifts God 
has given us is our gift back to God.  
 
“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” Matthew 
3:10   
 
Do you bear good fruit for Christ? Or, do you spend 
your time, talent and treasure constantly acquiring 
more toys, clutter and junk. Our time, our talent and 
our treasure are gifts that God has given us. What 
we do with them is our gift back to God. What gifts 
are you planning to give to the Lord during this up-
coming Christmas season?  
__________________________________________ 

https://www.retreatcentercrc.org/middle-school-retreat
https://www.retreatcentercrc.org/middle-school-retreat


Meetings for the Week of  
December 9th  

 
Tuesday, December 10th  
St. Joseph’s Helping Hands will meet 
in the Small Hall immediately fol-
lowing the 8:30 AM Mass.  All 
members are urged to attend. 
 

Sunday, December 15th  
Our Lady Queen of Peace School choir will be here 
next Sunday, December 15th.  They will sing at the 
11 o’clock Mass. 
_________________________________________ 
 
If you would like to have something put in the  
bulletin, please contact the Parish Office by the 
Monday before the weekend you wish to have your 
announcement in the bulletin. 
Thanks. 

 



ADS 



Please pray for the 
Sick of our Parish 

 
If you have someone that is ill or needs prayer, 
please write their name on the Prayer Board in the 
entrance of the church.  They will be included in 
each Mass.  You can also call the Parish Office and 
have the Prayer Chain pray for your loved one.  If 
you would like to join the Prayer Chain, just call 
the Parish Office.  Anytime you ask for prayer, the 
Prayer Chain is activated and you have twenty-fie 
other people praying for you. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent 
Monday: Immaculate Conception of the  
  Blessed Virgin Mary 
Tuesday: International Human Rights Day 
Wednesday:  St. Damasus I 
Thursday:  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Friday:  St. Lucy 
Saturday: St. John of the Cross 
 
__________________________________________ 

Militia Immaculata (MI) Consecration/
Enrollment Ceremony 

 
Dec. 14, 8:00 a.m. Confessions, 8:30 a.m. 
Mass with MI Enrollment Ceremony following 
sermon at Our Lady of Czestochowa Church 
(1731 Blalock, Houston). Consecrate yourself 
to Mary and enlist in St. Maximilian Kolbe’s Mili-
tia of the Immaculata in celebration of the 
Feasts of the Immaculate Conception and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. The MI movement is open 
to all Catholics, 7 years and older. RSVP and 
more info at: http://
midomusmariae.wordpress.com/current-events; 
info@MIDomusMariae.com. 

_________________________________________ 

Vietnamese Dinner 
 

This Sunday, December 8th, Father 
Tin and his friends will prepare and 
serve a Vietnamese Dinner with all 
the trimmings after the 8:30 AM 
and 11:00 AM Masses.  They will 
have Smoothies and Vietnamese 
coffee for sale also.  Plan to have  
Lunch this Sunday. 
______________________________ 

________________________________________ 

I was getting into my car when I noticed a dent. 
On the windshield was a note and a phone num-
ber from the driver. "I feel terrible," the woman 
apologized when I called. "I hit your car as I was 
pulling into the next parking spot." 
 
"Please, don't worry," I said to her. "I'm sure our 
insurance companies will take care of everything." 
 
"Thank you for your understanding," she said. 
"You're so much nicer than the man I hit on the 
way out." 

"Alive" High School Girls Retreat  
 
February 15, 2020, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Home of the Consecrated Women of Regnum 
Christi, 22730 Lain Road, Spring, TX 77379 
Explore your vocations and come fully Alive 
in Christ - A day for High School Girls!  Build 
friendship and community, meet Sisters and 
other Consecrated Women, meet other High 
School Girls, and pray together!   To register, 
please use the web link: https://cvent.me/
DnPeZ  

They look like a they could 
be related to the Danfords! 

Merry Christmas!! 

_______________________________________ 
 
JUSTICE AND OBEDIENCE 
 Justice is the insurance we have on our 
lives, and obedience is the premium we pay for it. 
—William Penn, English Quaker 

http://midomusmariae.wordpress.com/current-events
http://midomusmariae.wordpress.com/current-events
mailto:info@MIDomusMariae.com
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