
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

 
WELCOME TO 

 

Musings from your Parish Priest: 
 This past week, on the 3rd, we celebrated the feast of St. Francis Xavier, patron of our sister parish 
and one of the greatest missionaries since St. Paul the Apostle. One of the earliest companions of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, St. Francis Xavier was a co-founder of the Society of Jesus, being among the first 
seven Jesuits. He evangelized widely in India, Japan, and Borneo, with his love of God helping him to 
overcome the difficulties of homesickness and language barriers.  
 St. Francis Xavier was born Francisco de Jasso y Azpilicueta in the castle town of Xavier in 
Navarre, part of modern-day Spain. A nobleman, Francis went to Paris to study at the University, and met 
Peter Faber and St. Ignatius while he was there. Along with four other students, these men started the 
Jesuit order, and immediately went out on missions to convert the inhabitants of India.  
 While in India, St. Francis baptized thousands of children, taught the catechism to large crowds, 
and taught prayers to the many inhabitants of that region, who desired to learn of God, but had no priests 
or teachers. St. Francis wrote a letter to St. Ignatius in which he described the difficulties of ministering in 
the Indies, and how overwhelmed he was at such a daunting task.  
 
 We have visited the villages of the new converts who accepted the Christian religion a few years 
ago. No Portuguese live here, the country is so utterly barren and poor. The native Christians have no 
priests. They know only that they are Christians. There is nobody to say Mass for them; nobody to teach 
them the Creed, the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Commandments of God's Law.  

 Many, many people hereabouts are not becoming Christians 
for one reason only: there is nobody to make them Christians. 
Again and again I have thought of going round the universities of 
Europe, especially Paris, and everywhere crying out like a madman, 
riveting the attention of those with more learning than charity: 
What a tragedy: how many souls are being shut out of heaven and 
falling into hell, thanks to you! 
 I wish they would work as hard at this as they do at their 
books, and so settle their account with God for their learning and 
the talents entrusted to them. 
 
 St. Francis’ lament has many lessons for us today. He was 
disturbed by the theologians who preferred comfort instead of 
missionary hardship. We must ask ourselves, are we carrying the 
word of God to the less fortunate, or are we content with our 
comfort and our distractions, and prideful of our own faithfulness 
and righteousness? God has given us gifts that we might share 
them with his children, not that we might close them off in 
ourselves. 
   In Mary’s Immaculate Heart, 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 6TH, 2020  

THE PSALMS, BY FR. FRANCIS XAVIER LASANCE 

 How well adapted to every festival, and every occasion of  joy and thanksgiving, are the 
numerous psalms of  praise! As we read in the Crown of  Jesus: "'the Psalms have a three-fold 
claim to our veneration-as the prayer of  David, the prayer of  Jesus Christ, and the prayer of  
the Church.” Our Lord quoted the Psalms and applied them to Himself, He used them as His 
own prayers, He sung them with His apostles, and on the cross, just before He gave up the 
ghost, He cried with a loud voice those words of  the Compline Psalm, which in His sacred 
childhood He had heard chanted in the temple of  Jernsalem, "In manus tuas commendo spir-
itum meum.-'Into Thy hands I commend My spirit.'''  

 "It is nearly three thousand years," writes Frederick Ozanam, in reference to the Psalms, 
"since a king composed those songs in his days of  repentance and desolation; and we still find 
in them the expression of  our deepest anguish, and the consolation of  our sorrows. The 
priest recites them daily; thousands of  monasteries have been founded, in order that these 
psalms might be chanted at every hour, and that this voice of  supplication might never be si-
lent. The Gospel alone is superior to the hymns of  David, and this only because it is. their ful-
filment, because all the yearnings, all the ardors, all the holy impatience of  the prophet find 
their accomplishment in the Redeemer."  

 St. Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868) was the founder 
of  the Congregation of  the Blessed Sacrament, a religious 
institute founded as a sort of  Eucharistic apostolate, with a 
mission to increase devotions to the Eucharist. Peter Julian 
emphasized the physical presence of  Christ in the Sacra-
ment, as well as the virtues to be gained by contemplating 
Christ’s presence, the most important of  which was poverty.  

 Jesus wanted to be the poorest of  the poor, in order 
to be able to stretch out His hand to the lowliest of  men 
and say to them, “I am your brother.” No man, in fact, was 
ever born in more wretched conditions than the Word In-
carnate, who had the litter of  animals for His cradle and 
their shelter for His home. And now that He is risen and 
glorious, He still takes poverty for His companion. Jesus, 
dwelling in our midst in His Sacrament, is poorer than dur-
ing the days of  His mortal life.   
 Peter Julian is teaching us that in the sacrament, we have the entirety of  Jesus, his life, 
his ministry, and his poverty. In our attachment to the things of  this world, we often forget 
that all we truly need is the love of  God, who is poor beyond understanding, yet always with 
us.  

SAINTS FOR THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
ST. PETER JULIAN EYMARD 
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St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my 
left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in rising up, Christ in 
the heart of every person who may think of me, Christ in the mouth 
of every person who may speak of me, Christ in every eye that sees 
me, Christ in every ear that hears me!- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

 
Re 

Clause for a Christian Will:  I give, devise, and bequeath to St. 
Patrick Catholic Parish — Spokane for the benefit of (insert St. 
Patrick Catholic Church), a Washington nonprofit corporation, 
(description of gift). 

The diocese is committed to helping victims/survivors of sexual abuse 
and to protecting children and vulnerable adults.  Volunteers who 
supervise other volunteers who work with minors  and vulnerable 
adults are required to report any suspected abuse by others they 

supervise.  Contact:  Roberta Smith, Victims Assistance Coordinator 
(509) 353-0442 Office Phone or (509) 998-l8340 Cell.  You may also 

go to the Diocesan website:  wwwdioceseofspokane.org  

Stewardship: 
Mail your contributions to St. Thomas More Parish,  

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at 
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

 
 

Have a certain need that prayer can help?  St. Patrick’s 
Prayer Line is available.  Call Jackie Silvey (483-3109). 

For spiritual emergencies, scheduling sacraments or funerals 
please contact Fr Gaines at 487-6363 

To request a certificate, bulletin ad or to speak to someone 
about your charitable contributions please contact the office 
and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish.  509-466-7738  

 The schedule for Holy Mass and Confessions this 
weekend is the following: 
  
Saturday 
8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions (St. 
Patrick) 
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
  
Sunday 
7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
**12:30pm – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
  
**We have temporarily added this Mass to help 
with diocesan occupancy requirements because the 
11am Latin Mass is often very full. 

 

Missionaries of Charity 
The sisters invite you to pray for our families and friends 
who are not in full communion with the Catholic church 

and no longer practicing their Catholic faith and for 
their growth in holiness every Friday evening at St. 

Patrick’s from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us.   

Jesus, 
We believe that you are Lord and Christ. 

We believe that you are the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 

We believe that you have the words of 
everlasting life. 

Give us the courage to follow you, 
To live out our faith with conviction, 
And to serve others with boldness. 

May our faith be a source of healing 

 
If you haven’t given to the Annual Catholic Appeal, it 
isn’t too late.  You can make your donation directly to 

the Diocese, or you can send it to the Parish Office.  You 
may also donate online through our parish website.   

Northside Catholic Youth (6th-12th Grade) 
 

We will meet Sunday afternoons with ladies and 
guys meeting on different nights of the week for 

small groups.  We will stay socially distant 
while still building community for our young 

people.   
 

Youth Group:  Sundays, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, St. Charles 
Ladies Connect Group:  Mondays, 6-730 PM St. Charles 
Zoom Youth Group:  Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM, link on website 
Guys Connect Group: Thursdays 4-5:30 PM, St. Charles 
Saturday Adventures:   Watch bulletin for upcoming events 

 
 

Religious Education 

The Catechism of the Good Shepherd 

(ages 3-6) and the Fatima Club (ages 7-

12) meets on Mondays (Except Holidays) 

from 3:30 PM-5:00 PM. 

The Fatima Club will be in the sisters’ convent and 

the Good Shepherd  classes will be held in the 

Chesterton Classical High School. 

Contact the Missionaries of Charity at 487-3963 

or Mrs. Casey at 280-4402 for more information.  


