
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

 
WELCOME TO 

 

Musings from your Parish Priest: 
Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, rejoice. Let your modesty be known to all men: for the Lord is 

nigh. Be nothing solicitous: but in every thing by prayer let your petitions be made known to God. 
Lord, Thou hast blessed Thy land: Thou hast turned away the captivity of  Jacob  

 Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, whose name is taken from the first word of  the introit for 
the Mass– Rejoice! While advent is normally a time of  penitential preparation for the coming of  our 
Lord,  today is the day that we celebrate the imminent arrival of  the Savior. Gaudete Sunday is a 
counterpart to Laetare Sunday in Lent– both are days when the penitential attitude of  the season is 
relaxed, and we look forward with gladness at the joys which await us.  
 In our culture today, we often confuse rejoicing—Christian joy—with the emotion of  
happiness. The theologian Henri Nouwen differentiated between the two with remarkable clarity. 
While happiness is dependent upon external conditions, Christian joy is “the experience of  knowing 
that you are loved unconditionally and that nothing—sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, 
war, or even death—can take that love away.” The Savior is the source of  joy in our lives, and no 
matter what the external circumstances (and this has been a year in which external circumstances are 
on everyone’s mind) His love for us is without limit. Thus, joy can be present even in the midst of  
sadness.  

 In the early years of  the church, in the 
midst of  great persecution, our forefathers were 
clearly aware of  the importance of  Christian joy. 
When St. Paul the apostle was persecuted by the 
Jewish and Roman authorities, he endured 
assaults, stoning, exile, arrest, and flogging, and 
throughout his trials, he maintained an 
unwavering faith in Christ and a knowledge that 
he would come to share in the eternal life. This is 
an attitude which would be beneficial in our lives 
today. To focus our thoughts on the love which 
Christ has for us, and to reciprocate His love, 
will help us to overcome the many distractions 
and difficulties of  the world around us. To orient 
ourselves toward the coming of  our Lord, and to 
await with joyful expectation His gift of  eternal 
life, is our true calling. 
 
In Mary’s Immaculate Heart, 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 13TH, 2020  

ON LITURGICAL PRAYER,  BY FR. FRANCIS XAVIER LASANCE 

 The prayers and canticles of  the Church are prompted by the Holy Spirit. The Divine 
Spirit dwells in the Church ever since the day of  Pentecost, and He it is that prompts her 
prayers and her canticles. As Dam Prosper Gueranger says in The Liturgical Year: "Under the 
impulse of  that Spirit which animated the admirable Psalmist and the prophets, the holy 
Church, at one time, takes the subject of  her canticles from the Books of  the Old Testament; 
at another time, showing herself  to be the daughter of  and sister of  the holy apostles, she in-
tones the canticles written in the Books of  the New Covenant; and finally, remembering that 
she, too, has had given to her the trumpet and harp, she at times gives way to the Spirit which 
animates her, and sings her own new Canticle. From these three sources comes the divine ele-
ment which we call the liturgy.”  

 The prayer of  the Church is, therefore, the most pleasing to the ear and heart of  God, 
and consequently the most efficacious of  all prayers. Happy, then, is he who prays with the 
Church, and unites his own petitions with those of  this Bride, who is so dear to her Lord that 
He gives her all she asks. It was for this reason that our blessed Savior taught us to say: 'Our 
Father,' and not 'My Father'; 'give us, forgive us, deliver us,' and not 'give me, forgive me, deliv-
er me.'  

 St. Therese of  Lisieux (1873-1897), known as the 
Little Flower, was a Carmelite known for her remarkable 
humility, simplicity, piety, and patience, especially as she 
endured the acute physical suffering cause by pulmonary 
hemorrhages. Her devotion to our Lord was most clearly 
evidenced in her writings on the Eucharist, including the 
following passage which expressed the joy she experi-
enced after receiving Holy Communion. 

 It was a totally heavenly happiness which words 
cannot express. And what shall our happiness be when we 
receive Communion in the eternal abode of  the King of  
Heaven? Then we shall see our joy never coming to an 
end; there will no longer be the sadness of  departings, 
and it will be no longer necessary to have some souvenir 
to dig fervently into the walls sanctified by His divine 
presence, for His home will be ours for all eternity.  
 What the Little Flower is saying deserves to be memorized. The Eucharist on earth is 
both the anticipation and the promise of  the heaven where the Christ, who is hidden in the 
Blessed Sacrament will be seen face to face in the heavenly home where He is awaiting us.  

SAINTS FOR THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX 
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Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. David Gaines, Administrator                   487-6363 
dgaines@dioceseofspokane.org 
 

Mike Samuel, Deacon   
msamuels@dioceseofspokane.org 
 
 

Jan Provinsal, DRE                                       230-1957 
jprovinsal@dioceseofspokane.org   
 

Jennifer Siira, Business Manager                          466-3811 
jsiira@thomasmorespokane.org 
 

Ed Sinclair, Music Director                          326-7073 
 

Parish Council: George Baertlein, Chair  Members:  Mike 
Dellwo,  Bill Scheres, John Hart, Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 
 
Finance Council: Mark Kelly, Chair;  Members: Ed Sinclair, 
Dorothea Moore, Kathy Sharp, Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my 
left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in rising up, Christ in 
the heart of every person who may think of me, Christ in the mouth 
of every person who may speak of me, Christ in every eye that sees 
me, Christ in every ear that hears me!- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

 
Re 

Clause for a Christian Will:  I give, devise, and bequeath to St. 
Patrick Catholic Parish — Spokane for the benefit of (insert St. 
Patrick Catholic Church), a Washington nonprofit corporation, 
(description of gift). 

The diocese is committed to helping victims/survivors of sexual abuse 
and to protecting children and vulnerable adults.  Volunteers who 
supervise other volunteers who work with minors  and vulnerable 
adults are required to report any suspected abuse by others they 

supervise.  Contact:  Roberta Smith, Victims Assistance Coordinator 
(509) 353-0442 Office Phone or (509) 998-l8340 Cell.  You may also 

go to the Diocesan website:  wwwdioceseofspokane.org  

Stewardship: 
Mail your contributions to St. Thomas More Parish,  

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at 
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

 
 

Have a certain need that prayer can help?  St. Patrick’s 
Prayer Line is available.  Call Jackie Silvey (483-3109). 

For spiritual emergencies, scheduling sacraments or funerals 
please contact Fr Gaines at 487-6363 

To request a certificate, bulletin ad or to speak to someone 
about your charitable contributions please contact the office 
and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish.  509-466-7738  

 The schedule for Holy Mass and Confessions this 
weekend is the following: 
  
Saturday 
8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions (St. 
Patrick) 
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
  
Sunday 
7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
**12:30pm – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
  
**We have temporarily added this Mass to help 
with diocesan occupancy requirements because the 
11am Latin Mass is often very full. 

 

Missionaries of Charity 
The sisters invite you to pray for our families and friends 

who are not in full communion with the Catholic 
church and no longer practicing their Catholic faith and 
for their growth in holiness every Friday evening at St. 

Patrick’s from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us.   

Jesus, 
We believe that you are Lord and Christ. 

We believe that you are the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 

We believe that you have the words of 
everlasting life. 

Give us the courage to follow you, 
To live out our faith with conviction, 
And to serve others with boldness. 

May our faith be a source of healing 

 
If you haven’t given to the Annual Catholic Appeal, it 
isn’t too late.  You can make your donation directly to 

the Diocese, or you can send it to the Parish Office.  You 
may also donate online through our parish website.   

Northside Catholic Youth (6th-12th Grade) 
 

We will meet Sunday afternoons with ladies and 
guys meeting on different nights of the week for 

small groups.  We will stay socially distant 
while still building community for our young 

people.   
 

Youth Group:  Sundays, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, St. Charles 
Ladies Connect Group:  Mondays, 6-730 PM St. Charles 
Zoom Youth Group:  Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM, link on website 
Guys Connect Group: Thursdays 4-5:30 PM, St. Charles 
Saturday Adventures:   Watch bulletin for upcoming events 

 
 

Religious Education 

The Catechism of the Good Shepherd 

(ages 3-6) and the Fatima Club (ages 7-

12) meets on Mondays (Except Holidays) 

from 3:30 PM-5:00 PM. 

The Fatima Club will be in the sisters’ convent and 

the Good Shepherd  classes will be held in the 

Chesterton Classical High School. 

Contact the Missionaries of Charity at 487-3963 

or Mrs. Casey at 280-4402 for more information.  


