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Musings from your Parish Priest: 
 The word of the Lord was made unto John, the son of 
Zachary, in the desert. And he came into all the country about 
the Jordan, preaching the baptism of penance for the remission 
of sins, as it was written in the book of the sayings of Isaias the 
prophet: A voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord: make straight His paths: every valley shall be 
filled: and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways plain: and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God  
 A very blessed Advent to you and your families! As we 
enter the final days before the celebration of the Nativity of the 
Lord, we would do well to reflect on this advent season in order 
to prepare ourselves for this coming Friday.  
 The passage above is taken from St. Luke’s Gospel 3:2-6, and is a passage found in a variety of 
Advent readings depending on the liturgical year. The life of St. John the Baptist is an example to us 
during the Advent season– in the same way that St. John prepared the way for Christ, we are called to 
emulate his example and make straight the paths of the Lord. 
 It is worth identifying that 2020 has been no ordinary year, and this Advent season has been 
discolored by hostility. The combination of pandemic, economic crisis, and political extremism has been 
detrimental to the welfare of us all. But hard times show us the measure of our character, and whether or 
not we are following the example set by Sacred Scripture. The paths of the Lord which Isaiah teaches are 
not paths in this world, they are paths in Heaven that have also been written onto our hearts.  
 With this fact in mind, are the paths in our hearts stained with wrath and pride, or are they filled 
with the love of God and a joyful anticipation of the life to come? The valley of our despondency will be 
filled; the mountain of our pride will be leveled. The crooked path of our human passions will be 
straightened, and the rough ways of our sinfulness will be made plain. But none of these things will 
happen if we do not have a heart open to Christ.  

 The coming days are an opportunity to reflect 
on whether or not we are truly prepared for this 
Friday. If you have not already done so, now is the 
time to conduct a thorough examination of 
conscience, and to make a good confession. I will be 
available at SFX on Tuesday at 4pm, and will 
endeavor to be available if you call or email the parish 
office.   
        
         In Mary’s Immaculate Heart,  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 20TH, 2020  

The  Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 
Christmas Eve 

4:00pm-SFX-English 
5:30pm-STP-English 

 
Christmas Day 

6:45am-SFX-Latin 
8:00am-SFX-English 
9:15am-STP-English 
9:30am-SFX-Latin 

11:00-SFX-Latin High Mass 

ON THE HOLY MASS, BY FR. FRANCIS XAVIER LASANCE 

 The Mass has always been the most valued expression of  our love for Christ. It 
has been preserved through centuries of  persecution, and our forefathers suffered will-
ingly for its sake.  

 The Mass is the liturgical rite whereby the Catholic Church from the last supper, 
until this very morning, has celebrated throughout the world the divine mystery of  the 
passion and death of  Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is His perpetuation of  the one sacrifice 
of  the cross. It is the great act of  worship of  historic Christianity, the mainspring of  the 
Church's mechanism, the throbbing heart of  the Bride of  Christ.  

 The Mass has left upon the English language marks which centuries of  Protes-
tantism have not been able to efface. Our greatest festival is called Christmas, i.e., 'the 
Christ-Mass.' An attempt was made, in the age of  Puritan ascendency, not only to abol-
ish Christmas, but also to eradicate its name by substituting the term 'Christ-tide'; but 
ancient custom proved too strong for the innovators, and the Mass conquered once 
more. We have also Candlemas, Lammas, Martinmas, Michaelmas, and other words of  
similar formation, which is one almost peculiar to the English tongue.  

 In the early 13th century, many of  the faithful 
were abstaining from receiving Holy Communion. 
This was not because the faithful were not devoted to 
the Eucharist, but rather because they believed they 
were unworthy to consume the body of  Christ. Ex-
cessive scrupulosity was the cause of  this distancing, 
as many medieval Christians were convinced of  their 
own sinfulness to an unhealthy degree.  

 Beginning in 1208, the Lord would use a pious 
and humble nun named St. Juliana of  Cornillon to 
spread Eucharistic devotion. In a dream, Christ asked 
Juliana to establish a feast day during which the faith-
ful would adore the Blessed Sacrament, and seek par-
don for the times they had distanced themselves from 
Jesus in the Sacrament: the feast of  Corpus Christi.  

 Over the centuries, and stemming from Juliana, we have many rituals and devo-
tions during which we eagerly and publicly honor the Eucharist — for example, 
through processions such as those on the feast of  Corpus Christi, and the exposition of  
the Blessed Sacrament. These rituals and special events draw us closer to Jesus.  

SAINTS FOR THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
ST. JULIANA OF CORNILLON 
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St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my 
left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in rising up, Christ in 
the heart of every person who may think of me, Christ in the mouth 
of every person who may speak of me, Christ in every eye that sees 
me, Christ in every ear that hears me!- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

 
Re 

Clause for a Christian Will:  I give, devise, and bequeath to St. 
Patrick Catholic Parish — Spokane for the benefit of (insert St. 
Patrick Catholic Church), a Washington nonprofit corporation, 
(description of gift). 

The diocese is committed to helping victims/survivors of sexual abuse 
and to protecting children and vulnerable adults.  Volunteers who 
supervise other volunteers who work with minors  and vulnerable 
adults are required to report any suspected abuse by others they 

supervise.  Contact:  Roberta Smith, Victims Assistance Coordinator 
(509) 353-0442 Office Phone or (509) 998-l8340 Cell.  You may also 

go to the Diocesan website:  wwwdioceseofspokane.org  

Stewardship: 
Mail your contributions to St. Thomas More Parish,  

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at 
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

 
 

Have a certain need that prayer can help?  St. Patrick’s 
Prayer Line is available.  Call Jackie Silvey (483-3109). 

For spiritual emergencies, scheduling sacraments or funerals 
please contact Fr Gaines at 487-6363 

To request a certificate, bulletin ad or to speak to someone 
about your charitable contributions please contact the office 
and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish.  509-466-7738  

 The schedule for Holy Mass and Confessions this 
weekend is the following: 
  
Saturday 
8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions (St. 
Patrick) 
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
  
Sunday 
7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
**12:30pm – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
  
**We have temporarily added this Mass to help 
with diocesan occupancy requirements because the 
11am Latin Mass is often very full. 

 

Missionaries of Charity 
The sisters invite you to pray for our families and friends 

who are not in full communion with the Catholic 
church and no longer practicing their Catholic faith and 
for their growth in holiness every Friday evening at St. 

Patrick’s from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us.   

Jesus, 
We believe that you are Lord and Christ. 

We believe that you are the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 

We believe that you have the words of 
everlasting life. 

Give us the courage to follow you, 
To live out our faith with conviction, 
And to serve others with boldness. 

May our faith be a source of healing 

 

If you haven’t given to the Annual Catholic Appeal, it 
isn’t too late.  You can make your donation directly to 

the Diocese, or you can send it to the Parish Office.  You 
may also donate online through our parish website.   

Northside Catholic Youth (6th-12th Grade) 
 

We will meet Sunday afternoons with ladies and 
guys meeting on different nights of the week for 

small groups.  We will stay socially distant 
while still building community for our young 

people.   
 

Youth Group:  Sundays, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, St. Charles 
Ladies Connect Group:  Mondays, 6-730 PM St. Charles 
Zoom Youth Group:  Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM, link on website 
Guys Connect Group: Thursdays 4-5:30 PM, St. Charles 
Saturday Adventures:   Watch bulletin for upcoming events 

 
 

Religious Education 

The Catechism of the Good Shepherd 

(ages 3-6) and the Fatima Club (ages 7-

12) meets on Mondays (Except Holidays) 

from 3:30 PM-5:00 PM. 

The Fatima Club will be in the sisters’ convent and 

the Good Shepherd  classes will be held in the 

Chesterton Classical High School. 

Contact the Missionaries of Charity at 487-3963 

or Mrs. Casey at 280-4402 for more information.  

 
The Parish Staff would like to wish all 

of you a very happy and safe 
Christmas!  We appreciate all of our 

parishioners and the support you give 
our Parish—especially during this 

difficult year. God Bless each of you 
and Merry Christmas!   


