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WELCOME TO 

 

Musings from your Parish Priest: 
 In our culture today we often allow Christmas to start a little early; decorations are often put up in 
late November, and Christmas songs dominate the radio waves for the month of December. While this is 
all very good, it is important not to let these things distract from the significance of Advent, and even 
more important to not let these things wear out our Christmas spirit. For, in fact, we have five more days 
of Christmas.  
 Christmas is more than just one day. While we are all familiar with the secular carol about the 
“twelve days of Christmas”, which speaks of the twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany, the 
Church teaches that there are eight days of Christmas– the Christmas Octave.  
 Depending on if a person uses the ordinary form or extraordinary form calendars, there are either 
two or three octaves in the year, Easter, Christmas, and in the extraordinary form, Pentecost. But what is 
an Octave? An octave is the eight-day period during which a feast is celebrated, and includes the actual 
feast (inclusive counting). The eighth day is also called the octave day, and days in between are said to be 
“within the octave”.  
 The Octave of Christmas lasts from Christmas Day until January 1st, the Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The Liturgy gives the clues that every day within the octave is treated with the same 
significance as the original feast day of the Nativity of our Lord. The Liturgy of the Hours repeats 
Sunday’s lectio every day of the octave. The Mass has a special Communicantes used in the canon to 
commemorate the Nativity. The Gloria is recited during daily Mass. And, despite the presence of four 
days within the octave that are feasts (St. Stephen, St. John the Evangelist, the Holy Innocents and the 
Holy Family), each is considered subordinate to the Octave and features a special commemoration of 
Christmas.  

 But why an Octave? Why have 
eight days to celebrate the great feasts of 
our redemption? The octave gives us time 
to impress upon our souls the mysteries, 
joys, and graces which God has made 
available to us. And the number eight has 
significance: circumcision traditionally 
took place on the eighth day (hence the 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
which used to be known as the Feast of 
the Circumcision of the Lord) and Jesus is 
considered to have risen on the “eighth 
day" in the cycle of creation. 
In Mary’s Immaculate Heart, 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY - DECEMBER 27TH, 2020  

 Between 1931 and 1938, a young nun 
named Sister Maria Faustina Kowalska experi-
enced a series of  visions, messages and conversa-
tions in which our Lord Jesus asked her to estab-
lish a devotion to his Divine Mercy.  Sr. Faustina 
kept a diary, which reflects that to attain the di-
vine mercy of  Jesus, mankind needs a trustful   
relationship with Our Savior. Jesus tells Faustina 
repeatedly that we can depend on his love, his 
mercy if  only we turn to him, repent of  our sins 
and trust in him: “Sooner would heaven and earth 
turn into nothingness than would my mercy not 
embrace a trusting soul”.   

 After St. Faustina died in 1938, the original  
diary was rewritten by members of  Faustina’s or-
der and, based on the contents of  that version, 
both the diary and proposed devotion in 1959 
were banned by the Vatican. It was 19 years later 
that a review of  the original diary of  Sister Fausti-
na led to the lifting of  the ban.  

 On April 30, 2000, Faustina would be the first person canonized in the new mil-
lennia. Pope St. John Paul II (r. 1978-2005) not only elevated Sister Faustina Kowalska 
to the altar of  sainthood, but he said during his canonization homily that “from now on 
throughout the Church, the second Sunday of  Easter will be called Divine Mercy Sun-
day.”   

 When we attend a Divine Mercy celebration on that special Sunday, we are 
touched by the beautiful prayers that Jesus gave to Faustina: “Eternal Father, I offer 
You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of  Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Je-
sus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of  the whole world.”   

 

“My daughter, tell the whole world about my inconceivable mercy. I desire that the feast 
of  mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially poor sinners. On that day 

the very depths of  my tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of  graces upon 
those souls who approach the fount of  my mercy. The soul that will go to confession 
and receive holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of  sins and punish-
ment. … My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter”  

SAINTS FOR THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
ST. FAUSTINA KOWALSKA 
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Dellwo,  Bill Scheres, John Hart, Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 
 
Finance Council: Mark Kelly, Chair;  Members: Ed Sinclair, 
Dorothea Moore, Kathy Sharp, Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my 
left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in rising up, Christ in 
the heart of every person who may think of me, Christ in the mouth 
of every person who may speak of me, Christ in every eye that sees 
me, Christ in every ear that hears me!- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

 
Re 

Clause for a Christian Will:  I give, devise, and bequeath to St. 
Patrick Catholic Parish — Spokane for the benefit of (insert St. 
Patrick Catholic Church), a Washington nonprofit corporation, 
(description of gift). 

The diocese is committed to helping victims/survivors of sexual abuse 
and to protecting children and vulnerable adults.  Volunteers who 
supervise other volunteers who work with minors  and vulnerable 
adults are required to report any suspected abuse by others they 

supervise.  Contact:  Roberta Smith, Victims Assistance Coordinator 
(509) 353-0442 Office Phone or (509) 998-l8340 Cell.  You may also 

go to the Diocesan website:  wwwdioceseofspokane.org  

Stewardship: 
Mail your contributions to St. Thomas More Parish,  

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at 
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

 
 

Have a certain need that prayer can help?  St. Patrick’s 
Prayer Line is available.  Call Jackie Silvey (483-3109). 

For spiritual emergencies, scheduling sacraments or funerals 
please contact Fr Gaines at 487-6363 

To request a certificate, bulletin ad or to speak to someone 
about your charitable contributions please contact the office 
and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish.  509-466-7738  

 The schedule for Holy Mass and Confessions this 
weekend is the following: 
  
Saturday 
8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions (St. 
Patrick) 
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
  
Sunday 
7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
**12:30pm – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
  
**We have temporarily added this Mass to help 
with diocesan occupancy requirements because the 
11am Latin Mass is often very full. 

 

Missionaries of Charity 
The sisters invite you to pray for our families and friends 

who are not in full communion with the Catholic 
church and no longer practicing their Catholic faith and 
for their growth in holiness every Friday evening at St. 

Patrick’s from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us.   

Jesus, 
We believe that you are Lord and Christ. 

We believe that you are the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 

We believe that you have the words of 
everlasting life. 

Give us the courage to follow you, 
To live out our faith with conviction, 
And to serve others with boldness. 

May our faith be a source of healing 

 

If you haven’t given to the Annual Catholic Appeal, it 
isn’t too late.  You can make your donation directly to 

the Diocese, or you can send it to the Parish Office.  You 
may also donate online through our parish website.   

Northside Catholic Youth (6th-12th Grade) 
 

We will meet Sunday afternoons with ladies and 
guys meeting on different nights of the week for 

small groups.  We will stay socially distant 
while still building community for our young 

people.   
 

Youth Group:  Sundays, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, St. Charles 
Ladies Connect Group:  Mondays, 6-730 PM St. Charles 
Zoom Youth Group:  Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM, link on website 
Guys Connect Group: Thursdays 4-5:30 PM, St. Charles 
Saturday Adventures:   Watch bulletin for upcoming events 

 
 

Religious Education 

The Catechism of the Good Shepherd 

(ages 3-6) and the Fatima Club (ages 7-

12) meets on Mondays (Except Holidays) 

from 3:30 PM-5:00 PM. 

The Fatima Club will be in the sisters’ convent and 

the Good Shepherd  classes will be held in the 

Chesterton Classical High School. 

Contact the Missionaries of Charity at 487-3963 

or Mrs. Casey at 280-4402 for more information.  

 
 


