
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

 
WELCOME TO 

 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - JANUARY 31ST, 2021  

 This coming Tuesday we will celebrate the feast of  the Presentation of  the Lord, also known as 
the feast of  the Purification of  the Blessed Virgin Mary. This feast finds its origin in the second Chapter 
of  the Gospel of  Luke:  
 When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of  Moses, they took 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of  the Lord, “Every male 
that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,” and to offer the sacrifice of  “a pair of  
turtledoves or two young pigeons,” in accordance with the dictate in the law of  the Lord. Now there was 
a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the 
consolation of  Israel, and the holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the holy Spirit 
that he should not see death before he had seen the Messiah of  the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of  the law in regard to 
him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in 
peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of  all 
the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”  
 The beauty of  this feast is the way in which it connects both the Old Covenant and the New 
Covenant, the Mosaic law and the salvation of  the Messiah. In the Mosaic law, a woman who has given 
birth is considered unclean for a period of  forty days– prohibited from entering the temple by reason of  

her impurity, her entrance after 40 days for a ritual cleansing fulfills 
the covenant made with the patriarchs.  As devout Jews, Joseph and 
Mary fulfill the terms of  the old covenant, and bring Jesus with 
them in order to consecrate him to the Lord, as is required under the 
Mosaic law.  
 But the passage shows much more than a simple fulfillment 
of  a moral obligation, for once in the temple they are approached by 
Simeon, a righteous man touched by the Holy Spirit, who sees in 
infant Jesus the sign which he has been waiting for: the Messiah. 
Jesus’ presentation at the temple is both a fulfillment of  the law that 
has been, and a foreshadowing of  the salvation which is to come.  
 Also known as Candlemas, this feast is traditionally used to 
bless candles that will be used through the coming year. If  you have 
candles which you would like blessed, please bring them to St. 
Francis Xavier for either the 8:00am ordinary form Holy Mass, or 
our 6:00pm extraordinary form Mass.  
  In Mary’s Immaculate Heart, 
 

The following selection is taken from the mystical writings of  St. Catherine 
I have said that this body of  his is a sun. There-
fore you could not be given the body without 
being given the blood as well nor either the 
body or the blood without the soul of  this 
Word; nor the soul or body without the divinity 
of  me, God eternal. For the one cannot be sep-
arated from the other - just as the divine nature 
can nevermore be separated from the human 
nature, not by death or by any other being that 
you receive in that most gracious sacrament un-
der that whiteness of  bread. 

 

And just as the sun cannot be divided, so nei-
ther can my wholeness as God and as human in 
this white host. Even if  the host is divided, even 
if  you could break it into thousands and thou-

sands of  tiny bits, in each one I would be there, wholly God and wholly human. It is just as when a 
mirror is broken, and yet the image one sees reflected in it remains unbroken. So when this host is 
divided, I am not divided but remain completely in each piece, wholly God, wholly human. 

 

Nor is the sacrament itself  diminished by being divided, any more than fire, to take an example. If  
you had a burning lamp and all the world came to you for light, the light of  your lamp would not be 
diminished by the sharing, yet each person who shared it would have the whole light. True, each 
one's light would be more or less intense depending on what sort of  material each brought to receive 
the fire. I give you this example so that you may better understand me. Imagine that many people 
brought candles, and one person's candle weighed one ounce, another's more than that, and they all 
came to your lamp to light their candles. Each candle, the smallest as well as the largest, would have 
the whole light with all its heat and color and brightness. Still, you would think that the person who 
carried the one-ounce candle would have less than the one whose candle weighed a pound. Well, this 
is how it goes with those who receive this sacrament. Each one of  you brings your own candle, that 
is, the holy desire with which you receive and eat this sacrament. Your candle by itself  is unlit, and it 
is lighted when you receive this sacrament. I say it is unlit because by yourselves you are nothing at 
all. It is I who have given you the candle with which you can receive this light and nourish it within 
you. And your candle is love, because it is for love that I created you, so without love you cannot 
have life. 

 

It is with this love that you come to receive my gracious light, the light I have given you as food, to 
be administered to you by my ministers. But even though all of  you receive the light, each of  you re-
ceives it in proportion to the love and burning desire you bring with you. Each of  you carries the 
light whole and undivided, for it cannot be divided by any imperfection in you who receive it or in 
those who administer it. You share as much of  the light (that is, the grace you receive in this sacra-
ment) as your holy desire disposes you to receive. 

SAINTS FOR THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA 
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Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. David Gaines, Administrator                   487-6363 
dgaines@dioceseofspokane.org 
 

Mike Samuel, Deacon   
msamuels@dioceseofspokane.org 
 
 

Jan Provinsal, DRE                                       230-1957 
jprovinsal@dioceseofspokane.org   
 

Jennifer Siira, Business Manager                          466-3811 
jsiira@thomasmorespokane.org 
 

Ed Sinclair, Music Director                          326-7073 
 

Parish Council: George Baertlein, Chair  Members:  Mike 
Dellwo,  Bill Scheres, John Hart, Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 
 
Finance Council: Mark Kelly, Chair;  Members: Ed Sinclair, 
Dorothea Moore, Kathy Sharp, Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my 
left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in rising up, Christ in 
the heart of every person who may think of me, Christ in the mouth 
of every person who may speak of me, Christ in every eye that sees 
me, Christ in every ear that hears me!- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

 
Re 

Clause for a Christian Will:  I give, devise, and bequeath to St. 
Patrick Catholic Parish — Spokane for the benefit of (insert St. 
Patrick Catholic Church), a Washington nonprofit corporation, 
(description of gift). 

The diocese is committed to helping victims/survivors of sexual abuse and 
to protecting children and vulnerable adults.  Volunteers who supervise 

other volunteers who work with minors  and vulnerable adults are required 
to report any suspected abuse by others they supervise.  Contact:  Roberta 
Smith, Victims Assistance Coordinator (509) 353-0442 Office Phone or 

(509) 998-l8340 Cell.  You may also go to the Diocesan website:  
wwwdioceseofspokane.org  

Stewardship: 
Mail your contributions to St. Thomas More Parish,  

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at 
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

 
 

Have a certain need that prayer can help?  St. Patrick’s 
Prayer Line is available.  Call Jackie Silvey (483-3109). 

For spiritual emergencies, scheduling sacraments or funerals 
please contact Fr Gaines at 487-6363 

To request a certificate, bulletin ad or to speak to someone 
about your charitable contributions please contact the office 
and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish.  509-466-7738  

 The schedule for Holy Mass and Confessions this 
weekend is the following: 
  
Saturday 
8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions (St. 
Patrick) 
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
  
Sunday 
7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
**12:30pm – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form (St. 
Francis Xavier) – Fr. Gaines 
  
**We have temporarily added this Mass to help 
with diocesan occupancy requirements because the 
11am Latin Mass is often very full. 

 

Missionaries of Charity 
The sisters invite you to pray for our families and friends 

who are not in full communion with the Catholic 
church and no longer practicing their Catholic faith and 
for their growth in holiness every Friday evening at St. 

Patrick’s from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us.   

Jesus, 
We believe that you are Lord and Christ. 

We believe that you are the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. 

We believe that you have the words of 
everlasting life. 

Give us the courage to follow you, 
To live out our faith with conviction, 
And to serve others with boldness. 

May our faith be a source of healing 

Hearts on Fire Catholic Men’s Conference 
Saturday, January 30 

“What do you hunger for?”  Our conference 
may look different this year, however the 
goal remains the same to connect men to 

Jesus.  Join this “Small Group” conference at 
a parish, at home with friends, or virtually.  

Dr. John Bergsma will be streamed live from 
the St. Paul Center Studio to our chosen 

location.  Register at 
www.dioceseofspokane.org.  Cost is $20  

Northside Catholic Youth (6th-12th Grade) 
 

We will meet Sunday afternoons with ladies and guys 
meeting on different nights of the week for small groups.  

We will stay socially distant while still building community 
for our young people.   

 
Youth Group:  Sundays, 2:00 to 4:00 PM, St. Charles 
Ladies Connect Group:  Mondays, 6-730 PM St. Charles 
Zoom Youth Group:  Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM, link on website 
Guys Connect Group: Thursdays 4-5:30 PM, St. Charles 
Saturday Adventures:   Watch bulletin for upcoming events 

 
 

Religious Education 

The Catechism of the Good Shepherd (ages 3-6) and the 

Fatima Club (ages 7-12) meets on Mondays (Except Holidays) 

from 3:30 PM-5:00 PM. 

The Fatima Club will be in the sisters’ convent and the Good 

Shepherd  classes will be held in the Chesterton Classical High 

School. 

Contact the Missionaries of Charity at 487-3963 or Mrs. Casey at 280-4402 

for more information.  

This Valentine’s Day, 
the Spokane Youth 

Ministry team is hosting 
Adoration night (second 
Sundays of the month) 
for all Spokane youth.  

We call this Exalt (XLT).  
It includes exposition, a 
message from a speaker, 
intermittent music and 

silence, and benediction.  
Confession will be 
available during 

Adoration. 


