
CORPUS CHRISTI ~ JUNE 19TH, 2022 

The Following is taken from a homily of  Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, the future Pope Benedict XVI, 
originally published in his 1986 work The Feast of  Faith.  

 

 What does Corpus Christi mean to me? It does not only bring the liturgy to mind; for me, it is a 
day on which heaven and earth work together. In my mind’s eye it is the time when spring is turning into 
summer; the sun is high in the sky, and crops are ripening in field and meadow. The Church’s feasts 
make present the mystery of  Christ, but Jesus Christ was immersed in the faith of  the people of  Israel 
and so, arising from this background in Israel’s life, the Christian feasts are also involved with the rhythm 
of  the year, the rhythm of  seedtime and harvest. How could it be otherwise in a liturgy which has at its 
center the sign of  bread, fruit of  earth and heaven? Here this fruit of  the earth, bread, is privileged to be 
the bearer of  him in whom heaven and earth, God and man have become one. The way the Church’s 
feasts fit in with the seasons of  the year is therefore not an accident. Consequently we must go on to 
discover the inner rhythm of  the Church’s year and see the place Corpus Christi has within it.  

 First of  all, clearly, it grows out of  the mystery of  Easter and Pentecost: it presupposes the 
Resurrection and the sending of  the Spirit. But it is also in close proximity to the Feast of  the Trinity, 
which reveals the inner logic in the connection between Easter and Pentecost. It is only because God 
himself  is the eternal dialogue of  love that he can speak and be spoken to. Only because he himself  is 
relationship can we relate to him; only because he is love can he love and be loved in return. Only 
because he is threefold can he be the grain of  wheat which dies and the bread of  eternal life. Ultimately, 
then, Corpus Christi is an expression of  faith in God, in love, in the fact that God is love. All that is said 
and done on Corpus Christi is in fact a single variation on the theme of  love, what it is and what it does.  

 In one of  his Corpus Christi hymns Thomas 
Aquinas puts it beautifully: nec sumptus consumitur - 
love does not consume: it gives and, in giving, receives. 
And in giving it is not used up but renews itself. Since 
Corpus Christi is a confession of  faith in love, it is 
totally appropriate that the day should focus on the 
mystery of  transubstantiation.  

 Love is transubstantiation, transformation. 
Corpus Christi tells us: Yes, there is such a thing as 
love, and therefore there is transformation, therefore 
there is hope. And hope gives us the strength to live 
and face the world. Perhaps it was good to have 
experienced doubts about the meaning of  celebrating 
Corpus Christi, for it has led us to the rediscovery of  a 
feast which, today, we need more than ever.  



St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in 
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in 
rising up, Christ in the heart of  every person who may think of  

me, Christ in the mouth of  every person who may speak of  
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that 

hears me! 
- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 
8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions  

(St. Patrick) 
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

  
Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

9:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

On Most Sundays, Confessions are heard during the 11am 
Holy Mass 

 

Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor              487-6363 
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org   
 
Jan Provinsal, DRE                                        230-1957 
Janetrose.p@gmail.com   
 
Jennifer Siira, Business Manager                466-3811 
jsiira@thomasmorespokane.org 
 
Miles Ormsby, St. Francis Xavier                        487-6363 
office@sfxspokane.org 
 
Parish Council: George Baertlein, Chair ; 
Members:  Mike Dellwo,  Bill Scheres, Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 
 
Finance Council: Mark Kelly, Chair;   
Members: Kathy Sharp, Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217  

Please note:  All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:   

St. Patrick’s, c/o St. Thomas More Parish, 505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, WA  99208 

www.stpatrickspokane.org 

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098   

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at  

509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org” 

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the 

St. Thomas More office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-466-7738  

 



Meals on Wheels 

 Greater Spokane County Meals on Wheels needs 

drivers county wide, this need is particularly desperate in 

the north and central areas of the City of Spokane. As a 

Meals on Wheels volunteer, you are delivering much 

more than a hot meal - you are providing a human con-

nection. A typical volunteer route takes about an hour to 

an hour and a half to complete. For many of our home-

bound neighbors, A MOW volunteer will be the only 

person they will see or speak with all day. If you have an 

hour or two a week, month, or something in between to 

spare, please consider being a volunteer.  Please contact 

Donna Ennis, our Volunteer Coordinator at 509-924-

6976 for more information or apply on our website at 

https://gscmealsonwheels.org/volunteer/ 

Missionaries of Charity 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 
 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith Please join us.   

Have a certain need that prayer can help?   

St. Patrick’s Prayer Line is available.   

Call Jackie Silvey at 483-3109. 

STEWARDSHIP 
As of  2/28/2022  

Plate: 5,756 
Envelope: 56,972 

Total: 62,728 
% of  Budget: 69.2% 

Mail your contributions to: 
St. Thomas More Parish, 

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at   
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 

Mass for the Chesterton Academy is celebrated at 
noon Monday through Friday, 

Mass is celebrated in the Convent Monday 
through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

NORTHSIDE CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 

 There is no weekly youth ministry during 
the summer. Middle school students are invited to 
sign up for our 2nd annual summer camp August 
14th-19th and high school students are invited to 
the Steubenville Conference taking place here in 
Spokane from July 29th-July 31st.    
 Visit “ncymspokane.com” for more details, 
or contact the Youth Ministry Coordinator, JJ 
Nazzaro, at  “jnazzaro@dioceseofspokane.org”   LOVE AND RESPONSIBILITY 

 All young adults in their 20s and 30s are 
welcomed to join a reading group on St. John Paul 
II's 'Love and Responsibility'. Weekly discussions 
will explore the Catholic understanding of  human 
sexuality through the words of  St. John Paul II. To 
join and receive updates, please contact Evan 
Schmittgen: emschmittgen@gmail.com   
 or 614-598-4378   

BEATRICE CO-OPERATIVE ACADEMY 

 Beatrice Co-Operative Academy is a home 
education community looking for amateurs (lovers 
of  arts) and students wanting to develop via Clas-
sical Studies. We have a weekly Mass emphasizing 
the Source and Summit of  our Faith, followed by a 
study of  the Great Souls of  the Saints; with a 
community, brown-bag lunch.  

 We are ready to expand to other activities of  
enrichment in classic arts and handicrafts. Let us 
know if  you would like to serve by sharing your 
talent and passion, or if  you are a family looking 
for such a community. Please contact Michael 
d'Esterre, at beatriceacademy@gmail.com or 509-
903-3315  


