
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT ~ NOVEMBER 27TH, 2022 
O God, Who was pleased to gather into Thy Church the nations of  the Indies by the preaching and miracles of  blessed 

Francis, mercifully grant that we, who venerate his glorious merits, may also imitate the example of  his virtues.  

 

 Today we enter into the beginning of  a new liturgical year, and with this change prepare ourselves 
for the birth of  the Son of  God. Advent, as the beginning of  the liturgical year, is a time of  preparation. 
The word itself  connotes this purpose: Adventus translates as “arrival” or “coming”. This time prepares 
us for Christ’s arrival in this world: His physical arrival in Bethlehem, His spiritual arrival in our hearts, 
and His penultimate coming at the end of  the world. As a time of  preparation, it involves fasting, 
penitence, and prayer, and is an ideal time of  the year to examine our lives and how we have tried, failed, 
or succeeded to conform our lives to Christ.  

 This Sunday, we would like to draw your attention to a great man whose life was truly conformed 
to that of  our savior, and whose feast day will be celebrated this coming Saturday, the 3rd; our patron, 
St. Francis Xavier.  

 Born in Navarre in 1506, Francisco de Jasso y Azpilicueta was a companion of  St. Ignatius of  
Loyola and one of  the first seven Jesuits, taking his vows in 1534. In 1540, the King of  Portugal 
requested that the Jesuits supply missionaries to teach and spread the faith in the vast territories which 
that Kingdom had newly acquired in the East Indies, both to spread the faith to the indigenous peoples, 
but also to prevent an erosion of  faith among the Portuguese merchants and soldiers in those places.   

 St. Francis’ work began in India, in the Portuguese colony of  Goa. There, he ministered to the 
local settlers, who had quickly lapsed in their faith; many were the “riff-raff ” of  Portuguese society, sent 
off  to the east because they would not be missed at home. He 
extended his efforts to converting the locals of  southern India and 
Ceylon, and in these efforts was phenomenally successful. From 
India, he traveled to what is now Eastern Indonesia, and then again to 
Japan. In Japan, he encountered fierce resistance, as conversion to 
Christianity was a crime punishable by death. Finally, St. Francis 
traveled to the islands of  the coast of  Southern China, in Guangdong 
Province, where he eventually died of  a fever on December 3rd, 1552.  

 St. Francis’ uncompromising missionary zeal has effected a 
tremendous legacy. Throughout the East, he is among the foremost 
of  the Saints, with his casket in Goa being one of  the most significant 
pilgrimage sites in Asia. His successes also contributed to the rapid 
growth of  the Jesuit order, as his bravery inspired generations of  
young men to devote themselves to missionary life.  

 In honor of  our patron, this coming Saturday at 9am, we 
will celebrate an Extraordinary Form Mass for his feast day. If  
you able to attend, please do so.  

  

  



St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in 
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in 
rising up, Christ in the heart of  every person who may think of  

me, Christ in the mouth of  every person who may speak of  
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that 

hears me! 
- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

  
Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 
9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

On Most Sundays, Confessions are heard during the 11am 
Holy Mass 

Wednesday  
4:30pm Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor                 509 -487-6363 
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org   
 
Jan Provinsal, DRE                                   509-230-1957 
Janetrose.p@gmail.com   
 
Jennifer Siira, Business Manager           509-466-3811 
jsiira@thomasmorespokane.org 
 
Miles Ormsby, St. Francis Xavier                   509-487-6363 
office@sfxspokane.org 
 
Parish Council:  
George Baertlein, Chair ; 
Members:  Mike Dellwo,  Bill Scheres, Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 
 
Finance Council:  
Mark Kelly, Chair;   
Members: Kathy Sharp, Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217  

Please note:  All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:   

St. Patrick’s, c/o St. Thomas More Parish, 505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, WA  99208 

www.stpatrickspokane.org 

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098   

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at  

509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org” 

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the 

St. Thomas More office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-466-7738  

 



MEALS ON WHEELS 
 Greater Spokane County Meals on Wheels 
needs drivers county wide, this need is particularly 
desperate in the north and central areas of the City of 
Spokane. As a Meals on Wheels volunteer, you are 
delivering much more than a hot meal - you are 
providing a human connection. A typical volunteer 
route takes about an hour to an hour and a half to 
complete. For many of our homebound neighbors, A 
MOW volunteer will be the only person they will see 
or speak with all day. If you have an hour or two a 
week, month, or something in between to spare, 
please consider being a volunteer.  Please contact 
Donna Ennis, our Volunteer Coordinator at 509-924-
6976 for more information or apply on our website at 
https://gscmealsonwheels.org/volunteer/ 

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 
 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families and 
friends who are not in full communion with the Cath-
olic church and no longer practicing their Catholic 
faith Please join us.   

STEWARDSHIP 
As of  8/31/2022  

Plate: $992 
Envelope: $15,925 

Total: $16,917 
% of  Budget: 18% 

Mail your contributions to: 
St. Thomas More Parish, 

505 W. St. Thomas More Way, Spokane, 99208 
or 

Online Giving available at   
www.stpatrickspokane.org 

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 

School Mass is celebrated at noon on weekdays. 

Mass is celebrated in the Convent Monday 
through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

BEATRICE CO-OPERATIVE ACADEMY 
 Beatrice Co-Operative Academy is a home edu-
cation community looking for amateurs (lovers of arts) 
and students wanting to develop via Classical Studies. 
We have a weekly Mass emphasizing the Source and 
Summit of our Faith, followed by a study of the Great 
Souls of the Saints; with a community, brown-bag 
lunch.  
 If you are interested, please contact Michael 
d'Esterre, at beatriceacademy@gmail.com or  
509-903-3315  

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  


