
Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
Rectory: 25942 So. Middlepoint Avenue 

P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 
Website: stbonifacemonee.org 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am—2:00pm 

REV. ROGER KUTZNER, PASTOR 
PERMANENT DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165) 

PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Deacon Mark and Anita Otten 

MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays After 5:30 Mass   
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: To have a child baptized at Saint Boniface Church, you must be 
         a registered, active, member of the parish and attend a Baptism 
         class.  Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00 PM 
         (Noon). Call the office to schedule an appointment. 
 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: K thru 4th meet  Saturdays from 9:00-10:30 AM 
                         Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8th meet on Sundays from 10:00-11:30 AM. 

MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday, and  Friday at 8:30 AM 

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 

Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under 
one baptism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting 

and sharing Christian and social values. 
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Saturday, December 15 
  5:30 PM—Pucik Family Intentions Req. by Carol Pucik 
       Deborah Lynn Lubert † Req. by Balanows   
Sunday, December 16 
   9:00 AM—Joseph Przybyla † Req. by Family 
        Karen Haddon † Req. by Marianne Farrell   
Monday, December 17 
  8:30 AM—Joe and Elizabeth Egofske †  
 Req. by Alice Darda    
Wednesday, December 19 
  8:30 AM—Brian Orolin † Req. by Arnie Orolin 
Friday, December 21 
  8:30 AM—Dr. Carlos Diaz-Albertini †  
       Req. by Camille Dancer 
Saturday, December 22 
  5:30 PM—Melanie Valencia † Req. by Leobardo and 

 Ana Valencia Martinez 
       Mario Broccardo † Req. by E. Broccardo   
Sunday, December 23 
   9:00 AM—Larry Knight † Req. by O’Malley Family 
        Deceased Members of the Schloss Family  

December 16 
  5:30 PM 
      Mark Otten 
 Karen Przybyla 
 Paul Przybyla 
 Tracy Sheehan   
  9:00 AM 
      Marcy Phalen 
 Jennifer Duncan 
 Terry Kwiatkowski 
 Kathy Short  

December 23 
  5:30 PM 
      Mark Otten 
 Debra Ledford 
 Anita Otten 
 David Schmidt     
  9:00 AM 
      Cindy Marden 
 Karen Scrementi 
 Tracy Sheehan 
 Kathy Short  

December 16 
  5:30 PM 
  Camille Dancer 
    9:00 AM 
 Barbara Mitchell 

December 23 
  5:30 PM 
 Rene Jurack  
   9:00 AM 
 Barbara Mitchell  

December 16 
   5:30 PM    
      Makenzie Albano 
 Alison Porpora  
   9:00 PM 
       Grace Raftery 
  Clara Raftery 
  Lily Raftery  

December 23 
   5:30 PM 
      Joey Correa 
 Kelsey Correa  
   9:00 AM 
 Athena Jaculbe 
 Sebastian Jaculbe  

December 9, 2018 
Sunday………………………$  1752.00  
Children’s Envelopes……… 17.00 
Immaculate Conception…… 456.00 
 
Many thanks to all of you for your generous donations  to 
our Parish.  May God bless all of you!  

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 16, 2018 

The King of Israel, the LORD,  is in your midst, 
you have no further misfortune to fear. 

— Zephaniah 3:15b 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday:      Third Sunday of Advent;  
        Las Posadas begins 
Tuesday:     International Migrants Day 
Friday:       St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins 

A child’s life is like a piece of paper on which 
every passerby leaves a mark. 

—Ancient Chinese proverb 
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Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Your God will sing joyfully because of 

you, as one sings at festivals (Zephaniah 3:14-18a). 

Psalm — Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you 

is the great and Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 12:6). 

Second Reading — Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall 

say it again: rejoice! (Philippians 4:4-7). 

Gospel — Whoever who has two cloaks should share 

with the person who has none. Whoever who has food 

should do likewise (Luke 3:10-18). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

STEWARDSHIP 

The Third Sunday of Advent, “Gaudete 

Sunday” from the Latin for “Sunday to 

Rejoice,” marks the midpoint of Advent when 

the vestments can be a little lighter and the 

rose candle on the Advent wreath is lit. The 

joy of this Sunday comes from appreciating 

the fact that our Christmas doesn’t have to 

be picture-perfect to be truly Christmas. 

Christ can come to us in our imperfection.  

A Child’s Letter to God: Dear God, I wish you would 

not make it so easy for people to come apart. I had 3 

stitches and a shot.  Janet 
  A Collection of Children’s Letters to God 

Jesus comes to our lives to make us more obedient to God and do it for 

the right reasons. People often have a habit to obey out of fear of punish-
ment. But God’s intention is not for us to live in fear. Loving God wants us 

to understand Him and to love rather than be forced by fear. Our motive 
for obeying someone is just as important as the obedience itself. For     
example, if a child obeys a parent just to avoid punishment, or just to get 

a reward, it is not as meaningful as if the child were to obey out of love and respect for the 
parent. So it is; with an obedience to Christ. There are plenty of people who call them-

selves Christians and outwardly appearing to obey God, but not all of them obey for the 
best reasons. Are you that person? I hope not. Here is what I think is good to know. A true 

Christian may be simply defined as one who knows and loves Jesus from the heart.       
And Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Based 

upon that I suggest to reflect on the following:    1) To love something is to value it highly.  
2) To love Jesus is to value him highly. 3) The one who truly loves him esteems him to be 

more valuable than all else because he is more valuable than all else. 4) Where Jesus truly 
is esteemed above everything else, his will is esteemed above every other course of action. 

5) Where Jesus’ will is esteemed above every other course of action, his will is followed 
(i.e., he is obeyed). 6) Where Jesus’ will is known and understood, but not followed, in 

preference to some other course of action, it is disobedience (which we call sin). 7) Disobe-
dience to Jesus (committing sin) is a devaluing of his will in comparison with whatever 

other course of action was chosen. 8) Where Jesus’ will is devalued, he is devalued, so to 
sin is to devalue Jesus—that is, not loving him. Based on these thoughts we may ask our-
selves following questions for Advent reflection: Is my outward righteousness commonly 

motivated by an inner affection for the person of the Lord Jesus Christ? Do I want to do the 
right thing because I love him and want to please him? Do I actually do the right thing   

because of my love for Jesus? As the parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle Church are going 
back to their finally restored church building I would like to thank the parishioners of St. 

Boniface, on their behalf, for your hospitality while they worshiped God at St. Boniface.  

             + Father Roger 



REJOICE! 
Today has traditionally been called “Gaudete 
Sunday.” The Latin tag is derived from Paul’s appeal 
in the second reading to “rejoice always in the Lord,” 
and the Latin Mass text based on that reading. The 
irony and paradox of this Christian joy is underlined 
by the fact that Paul wrote those words in prison. But 
from there he could see the progress of God’s work. 
Is it obvious to us? We feel that this is not the time 
for joy when there is so much suffering and moral 
evil. It is interesting, then, that the first reading is 
from the prophet Zephaniah, who is almost 
exclusively concerned with gloomy visions of 
Judgment Day. Today the Church selects the only 
optimistic text in Zephaniah, in which the prophet 
has been touched by the spirit of joy. This, we are 
assured on all sides, is “the season of joy.” Let us 
recapture that feeling of joy in our lives and reflect it 
to those who are joyless. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
Years ago, the trick question on religion quizzes 
would be to name all the liturgical colors, or the 
colors of the vestments worn at Mass. Rose is a 
color seldom seen, used at most two days a year. 
Today, “Gaudete Sunday,” is one of those days. The 
name of the day is drawn from an opening verse in 
the old Latin Mass texts: Gaudete is Latin for 
“Rejoice!” This year’s Gospel certainly reflects that 
mood as Elizabeth feels her infant within her leaping 
for joy at the presence of Mary. Mary’s visit to her 
aged cousin is an act of compassion between 
women, as two kinswomen who are bearing children 
into the world share their joy. Some churches retain 
the custom of having the priest wear rose vestments 
today, and many will use a rose candle in the Advent 
wreath. Violet is the official color for Advent and 
Lent, but many parishes employ different hues for 
each season, trying to keep them distinct. In 
medieval times, dye was costly, and poor parishes 
used unornamented plain cloth for vestments. Dyes 
were expensive and some colors, particularly purple, 
difficult to achieve. In England, purple dye was made 
from mollusks, yielding at best a deep indigo or blue 
and not the desired violet. Thus, the color of Advent 
in the British Isles has long been a deep blue, 
reminding many people of Mary’s presence at the 
heart of the Advent mystery. That theology is largely 
unplanned: it’s all because of the clams! 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 Our actions are the best witnesses of our 
thoughts. 

Christmas and New Year’s  

Mass Schedule: 

Wednesday, December 19th 

Confessions—7:00-8:00pm 

Saturday, December 22nd 

Confessions—after 5:30pm Mass  

Monday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Masses – 6:30pm and 

10:30pm 

(No 8:30am Mass this day) 

Tuesday, December 25th 

Christmas Mass – 9:00am 

Monday, December 31st 

8:30am Mass only 

Tuesday, January 1st 

New Years Day Mass – 10:30am 

(No 8:30am Mass this day) 

Giving Tree tag update:    
Gifts purchased need      
to be brought to the office 
no later than noon on 
Monday, December 17th. 
If  you took a tag to       
fill, please remember to      

attach the tag to the gift  you purchased.  
Recipients will be notified to pick up the 
gifts after that time.  If  you have any 
questions you can contact Kathy in the 
office. 

Knights of Columbus December Raffle 
Winners: $150 Vickie Yager,$100 Deb 
Bizonno,$50 Darren O’Malley, $50  Ron Le-
Claire,$25 Dan Mott,$25 Joe Celebucki  
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WOMENS CLUB CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
All women of St. Boniface are invited to           
our hors d’oeuvres Christmas  Party on   
Monday December 17th at 6:30 PM in the 
church hall.  Please come and bring your         
favorite appetizer to share.  Liquid refreshments 
will be provided.  Hope to see you at the party! 
Questions?  Call Joan at 582-3221 or Barb at 
534-8414. 

Oplatki packets are now for sale.  Cost is 

$1.00 per packet and can be purchased in 

the office M-W-F from 8:30am-2:00pm.  If 

you would like to purchase a packet but are 

unable to come to the office during the 

week please give Kathy a call at 708-534-

9682 during office hours and other ar-

rangements can be made.   

If you are attending a Mass that you requested an 

intention to be said, let the ushers know if you would 

like to bring up the gifts during that Mass.   

The significance of the Oplatki Christmas   

wafer is in that it shadows the Eucharistic 
meal that Catholics participate in at each 

Mass.  Just as we share in the Eucharist as 
one family in Christ and receive Christ’s 

love through the Eucharist, the Oplatki al-
lows for one’s immediate family to come 

together and share the love they have for 

one another.   

Las Posadas (“The Inns”)  commemorates the 
journey that, due to a census, Joseph and Mary 
made from Nazareth to Bethlehem  in search of a 
safe refuge where Mary could give birth to the 
baby Jesus. When they were unable to find           
lodging in Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary were forced 
to seek shelter in a stable, where the Christ Child 
was born. Every year between December 16th and 
24th a religious festival is celebrated in Mexico and 
some parts of the United States.  
During the season of Advent, we are all invited 

to travel our own personal “road to Bethlehem”. 

When we arrive at our destination on Christmas 

Day, we will hopefully be closer to the Lord than 

when we began the journey.  Over the course of these 

few weeks, we have the opportunity to look at our 

lives and attempt to find ways of becoming closer to 

Christ.  We may choose to “take the easy way out” 

and do nothing or choose only those spiritual     

practices with which we are comfortable.  But if we 

look at the lives of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and 

the wise men — there was nothing easy about the 

journey to Bethlehem. For each of these individuals, 

however, their efforts produced great fruit. Let’s   

explore how the Lord often calls us to leave our 

“comfort zone” in order to encounter Him more 

deeply. 

God comes.  What shall we do?  God, indeed, 
is coming.  Near at hand.  At the door.  Be 
busy!  Be lovingly-kind, like God.  Do mercy 
work.  Being merciful does not require ex-
traordinary behavior.  It simply means, be hu-
man.  That is, be holy.  Prove that God is here 
by wrestling with conversion to Christ in on-
going ways – be genuine, be just, be fair.  The 
gospel offers some suggestions:  clean out the 
closet, share from the pantry, do not take 
what others need.  Do mercy.  Be mercy.  How 
will I be holy, be the “saint next door”?  What 
mercy work will I do to share with those in 
need? 

The second collection today will be taken for the 
Retired Religious Fund. Please give generously to 
support those who have devoted their entire lives 
to the church.   

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorates
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Joseph
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mary-mother-of-Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/place/Nazareth-Israel
https://www.britannica.com/place/Bethlehem
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/topic/feast-religion
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States

