
Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
Rectory: 25942 So. Middlepoint Avenue 

P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 
Website: stbonifacemonee.org 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am—2:00pm 

REV. ROGER KUTZNER, PASTOR 
PERMANENT DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165) 

PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Deacon Mark and Anita Otten 

MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays After 5:30 Mass   
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: To have a child baptized at Saint Boniface Church, you must            
be registered, active, member of the parish and attend a Baptism class. 
Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00 PM (Noon). Call the 
office to schedule an appointment. 
 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: K thru 4th meet Saturdays from 9:00-10:30 AM 
                        Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8th meet on Sundays from 10:00-11:30 AM

MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday, and  Friday at 8:30 AM 

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 

Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under 
one baptism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting 

and sharing Christian and social values. 
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Saturday, January 12 
  5:30 PM—John Thatcher † Req. by Judy Spiezio 
 Leo Duhowski † Req. by Kwiatkowski Fam. 
Sunday, January 13 
   9:00 AM—Erwin Bogs Birthday Intentions  
  Req. by Bogs-Haser Family 
  Agnes and Anthony Pietsch †  
  Req. by Marcy Phalen 
Monday, January 14 
  8:30 AM—Joe Egofske † Req. by  
 Kevin and Julie Cassidy 
Wednesday, January 16 
  8:30 AM—Bill Lamb † Req. by Joe Scrementi 
Friday, January 18 
  8:30 AM—Sheila Pollack † Req. by Joan Parker 
Saturday, January 19 
  5:30 PM—Sue Alessia † Req. by Phyllis Imperio 
       Emil Sterkowicz † Req. by Len and Nan Lech  
Sunday, January 20 
   9:00 AM—Richard and Jean Watters †  
        Req. by Bob and Chris Gorz 
                    Alan, Ken and Marcia Vandenberg †  
         Req. by Family      

January 13 
  5:30 PM 
         Christine Semanovich 
  Camille Dancer 
  Rene Jurack 
  Kathy Short 
   9:00 AM 
      Mark Otten 
 Erwin Bogs 
 Therese Bogs-Haser 
 Alexis Diaz-Albertini  

January 20 
  5:30 PM 
      Mark Otten 
 Rene Jurack 
 Debra Ledford 
 Kathy Short  
   9:00 AM 
      Beth Daly 
 Terry Kwiatkowski 
 Barbara Mitchell 
 Karen Scrementi  

January 13 
  5:30 PM 
 David Schmidt  
   9:00 AM 
 Phyllis Huske  

January 20 
  5:30 PM 
 Paul Przybyla 
   9:00 AM 
 Tracy Sheehan 

January 13 
   5:30 PM 
      Kelsey Correa 
 Joey Correa  
   9:00 AM 
      Sebastian Jaculbe 
 Athena Jaculbe  

January 20 
   5:30 PM 
      Ashlin Porpora 
 Alison Porpora  
   9:00 AM 
 Ava Daly 
 Grace Lovejoy 

December 30, 2018 
Sunday………………………$  1917.00 
Children’s Envelopes……… 8.00 
Christmas…………………… 6048.00 
New Years Day……………. 479.00 
January 6, 2019 
Sunday………………………$ 2836.00 
Children’s Envelopes……… 11.00 
Maintenance……………….. 984.00 
 
Many thanks to all of you for your generous donations  to 
our Parish.  May God bless all of you!  

The Baptism of the Lord 
January 13, 2019 

He saved us through the bath of rebirth  
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 

— Titus 3:5 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary Time begins 
Thursday: St. Anthony 
Friday: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
begins 
Saturday: Julian Calendar Theophany (Epiphany);  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the Servant whom the 

Lord upholds; he shall bring forth justice to the nations  

(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11. 

Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace 

(Psalm 29) or Psalm 104. 

Second Reading — Jesus was anointed by God with the 

Holy Spirit; he went out healing and doing good (Acts 

10:34-38) or Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7. 

Gospel — A voice comes from heaven proclaiming Jesus 

as the beloved Son, with whom God is well pleased (Luke 

3:15-16, 21-22). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

The Baptism of the Lord 

John the Baptist points to Jesus as 

the one "who ranks ahead of me… 

Who is to be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit."  John did not recognize 

Jesus at first.  But it was John the Baptist’s 

electrifying preaching an extraordinary 

summons to justice, honesty, and most of all 

hope in the new age that prepared Jesus to 

come and accomplish what He did. He 

continues to call us to stewardship, allowing us 

to continue His work and to achieve His ideals 

in the world. 

A Child’s Letter to God: Dear God, How come you 

didn’t invent any new animals lately? We still have just 

all the old ones.  Johnny 
  A Collection of Children’s Letters to God 

At the time of St. John Baptist appearance people who were coming to see 
him had two major expectations: that God was about to send His Messiah and 

that John would probably be the one. Their first expectation was met - the 
Messiah has come. But He wasn’t what people expected. Only few accepted 

Him at first, the rest gave Him up to be crucified. It happened because they 
fell into the trap we all fall in some way or another - that we know clearly the things we want, 

but God sends us something else, and we resent it. God often acts in unexpected ways, so it’s 
up to us to adjust our expectations, or else we may miss his grace altogether. This applies    
especially to one aspect of life in this fallen world that we simply don't like to face: suffering. 

Suffering and evil were not God's inventions. They entered the world as a result of sin, and the 
persistence of sin in the world keeps them thriving. When Jesus comes again to judge the living 

and the dead, both sin and suffering will be banished forever from the new heavens and the 
new earth. But in the meantime, God continues to permit suffering. He knows that if we accept 
it with a spirit of faith, just as Jesus did, it will become a pathway to deeper friendship with 

him. Suffering forces us to recognize our own weakness and the limits of earthly happiness. St 
John Vianney, the Cure [kyuh-ray] of Ars and patron saint for priests, understood this well. He 

himself was a model diocesan priest in a small parish in France in the 1800s. Towards the end 
of his life, he was known throughout Europe as a saint: he could read souls in the confessional; 
numerous miracles were attributed to his intercession; thousands of people would come to him 

with their problems, and those of their families. He would hear their complaints and petitions, 
sometimes  obtaining  a  miracle,  but  other  times  simply  helping  them  to  adjust  their               

expectations, to see their sufferings from God's perspective. One time a woman came from a 
great distance to Ars, hoping to be cured of a very painful condition. After praying a fervent  
novena, she begged St John's assistant to ask whether she would be healed. St John Vianney's 

reply was as follows: "This person is pious; the cross is well placed. It will be the ladder by 
which the poor lady will go to Heaven." Enduring afflictions of this life on God’s terms has never 

been popular, even more in our modern western mentality that encourages escape from any 
kind of pain and suffering. As we live in the middle of it let’s not give in to the popular pursuit 
for earthly pleasures, but join Christ in enduring the cross God has chosen for each and every 

one of us.     

         + Father Roger 



CALLED TO SERVE 
 For many weeks now, we have been celebrating 
the appearance of the divine presence in human 
form. As a child, he came to Mary and Joseph, was 
seen by the shepherds, and then by some 
wandering magi from the East. Today we celebrate 
another showing, later in time, to a group gathered 
at the Jordan River. 
 John hesitated to baptize Jesus, whom he 
recognized as “one mightier than I.” But he did as 
Jesus asked, and the “Holy Spirit descended” and 
heaven’s voice spoke to Jesus, “You are my beloved 
Son.” Jesus was beginning his public life of teaching 
and service. Soon he would start calling others to 
join him. 
 Peter was one of the first to be called by Jesus. 
In today’s second reading, he announces the heart 
of the message, “peace through Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord of all.” Peter was called, and you and I are 
called to spread that message and to serve God’s 
word. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Merry Christmas! Share that cheerful greeting 
with some folks today. They may wonder if you have 
had any Elvis sightings lately, attended Star Trekkie 
conventions, or were Cleopatra in a previous 
lifetime. Despite the skeptics, today is solidly within 
the Christmas season. In fact, in some strands of the 
Christian tradition it represents the clearest 
manifestation of the mystery of the Incarnation. On 
Christmas Day, for example, the Gospel reading is 
the Prologue of John’s Gospel, which reveals the 
glory of Christ shining through our humanity 
precisely in his baptism. 
 At any rate, this is an ancient feast, celebrated 
first in Egypt sixteen centuries ago. More than most 
other ancient people, the Egyptians understood the 
life‑giving properties of water. On this day, they 
drew water from the Nile, so central in the history of 
their people, and reserved it in honor. Many other 
places copied the custom, so that St. John 
Chrysostom wrote of people in Antioch gathering at 
midnight to collect flowing water into vessels they 
brought from home since “today there is a blessing 
on the water.” At home for dinner tonight, decorate 
the table with beautiful bowls of water and white 
candles, toast one another with goblets of sparkling 
water, and light a Christmas candle in the window 
one last time. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Men's Discernment Group 
Catholic Church of St Anthony 

100 N. Scott, Joliet 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 2pm—4 pm 

The group will spend 30 minutes in prayer in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel and then have a discussion 
on the book "Priests of the Third Millenium" by 
Cardinal Dolan. Books will be provided for those who 
do not already have one. Register at: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/mens-discernment-group-
tickets-41290189067. 

Remember our own Baptism.  Many of us 
were infants in arms at Baptism. Without  
actual remembering, we may have items to 
help recall it – pictures, garment, candle,  
stories told.  But we have every Easter Day 
with the Renewal of Baptismal Promises to 
help us remember – and pledge them anew.  
We also have the Baptism of others to recall 
the impact of those saving waters for us and 
for all.  Just like with Jesus, the heavens open 
so that God is near to us, so that God calls us 
“my favorite”, so that God remains pleased – 
in us; in me.  Who can I    invite to join us in 
Christic discipleship through preparation for 
Baptism? How will I renew my baptismal 
goodness this day?  What baptismal gift or 
charism will I use for the good of another’s 
need (Think works of mercy if needing     
suggestions.)? 

St. Boniface Corporal Acts of Mercy: A total of 
$1073.00 was collected and used to purchase items 
for the Daybreak Shelter in Joliet.  We were able to 
send 120 bags of adult toiletries for the residents 
and street clients, 24 bags for infant and toddler 
items, and over 40 pairs of thermal underwear for 
the Daybreak Giving Tree.  

Dr. Therese Bogs who continues to supply 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. Phyllis Huske, Rene 
Jurack, and the office staff for gathering items and 
additional needed help. Dorothy Otten, Deacon Mark 
and the RE 8th grade confirmandi—Caitlyn Donati, 
Richard Hansen, Madyson Kibelkis, Ashlin Porpora, 
and Kevin Russell for their help filling the bags. To 
all you donated and have worked tirelessly to help 
the homeless. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fmens-discernment-group-tickets-41290189067&sa=D&ust=1545242386908000&usg=AFQjCNFMI_2SxWIlNUP4salmOLHbx9lMBA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fmens-discernment-group-tickets-41290189067&sa=D&ust=1545242386908000&usg=AFQjCNFMI_2SxWIlNUP4salmOLHbx9lMBA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fmens-discernment-group-tickets-41290189067&sa=D&ust=1545242386908000&usg=AFQjCNFMI_2SxWIlNUP4salmOLHbx9lMBA
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The greatest of all warriors in the siege of Troy had 
not the preeminence because nature had given him 

strength and he carried the largest bow, but because 
self-discipline had taught him how to bend it. 

—Daniel Webster  

2018 Donation Records are now available.  

If you would like a receipt of your donations 

from last year please contact the office.  Re-

ceipts can be picked up, mailed, emailed, or 

faxed for your convenience. 

The Shroud Encounter will be coming to       
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church,       
located at 110 South School St. in Braidwood on 
Sunday, March 17, 2019, at 2 p.m.  Admission is 
$10 children under 18 are free. A museum quality 
life-size replica will be on display. The Shroud    
Encounter is a production of the Shroud of Turin 
Education Project, Inc. and will be presented by 
international expert Russ Breault who has been 
featured in several national documentaries    
seen on CBS, History Channel EWTN and     
Discovery.  He has been interviewed for Good 
Morning America and ABC World News Tonight 
and was a consultant for CNN’s Finding Jesus 
series. He has presented at numerous colleges 
and universities. The presentation is a big-
screen experience using over 200 images       
covering all aspects of Shroud research. Shroud 
Encounter will cover all aspects of the history, 
science, art and theories of how the image may 
have been formed. Contact Anita Scheer at 815-
739-9767 for ticket information.  

ANNULMENT SUPPORT DAY 
Sponsored by:  

THE OFFICE OF FAMILY MINISTRY 
DIOCESE OF JOLIET  

SATURDAY, January 26, 2019 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Check-in at 8:30 a.m. 
Blanchette Catholic Center, 16555 Weber 

Rd, Crest Hill, IL 
This day is designed for divorced persons 
who have already petitioned the Diocesan 
tribunal  to begin the annulment process, 
and who need support to complete the long 
questionnaire. The $25.00 fee includes 
morning coffee, lunch, and materials. Pre-
registration is required by January 20, 2019. To 
register please call: the Office of  Family Minis-
try 815-838-5334 or register online:  https://
conta.cc/2JqUyBe 

Next weekend, January 19 & 20 is the final 
weekend the Knights of Columbus will be col-

lecting gently used coats for 
PADS.  If you have not had a 
chance to go through your 
closet, now is the time!  This 

coat drive has been a great success and we, 
along with the Knights, sincerely thank you 
for helping keep others warm this winter. 

If you are attending a Mass that you 

requested an intention to be said, let the 

ushers know if you would like to bring up 

the gifts during that Mass.   

Help needed Monday morning.  We will be 

taking down the Christmas decorations and 

could use your help.  If you are free Monday 

morning, Jan. 14th, after the 8:30am Mass 

please join us in taking down the trees and pack-

The Shroud of Turin is the most analyzed    
artifact in the world yet remains a mystery. The 
14-foot long linen cloth that has been in Turin, 
Italy for over 400 years and bears the faint front 
and back image of a 5’10” bearded, crucified 
man with apparent wounds and bloodstains 
that match the crucifixion account as recorded 
in the bible. A team of nearly 40 scientists in 
1981 concluded it was not the work of an artist. 
They found no visible trace of paint, pigment, 
dye or other artistic substances on the cloth.  

Zofia Iwaniuk, mother of 
Chris Hays, who passed 
away Friday, January 4th.   


