
MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 
WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday, and  Friday at 8:30 AM 

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 

Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under 
one baptism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting 

and sharing Christian and social values. 

Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
Rectory: 25942 So. Middlepoint Avenue 

P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 
Website: stbonifacemonee.org 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am—2:00pm 

REV. ROGER KUTZNER, PASTOR 
PERMANENT DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165) 

PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Deacon Mark and Anita Otten 

MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays After 5:30 Mass   
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: To have a child baptized at Saint Boniface Church, you must  be 
          registered, active, member of the parish and attend a Baptism                
          class. Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM 
          (Noon). Call the office to schedule an appointment. 
 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: K thru 4th meet Saturdays from 9:00-10:30 AM 
                        Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8th meet on Sundays from 10:00-11:30 AM
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Saturday, March 16 
  5:30 PM—John Thatcher † Req. by Judy Spezio 
       Catherine Anderson † Req. by Joe Mills 
Sunday, March 17 
   9:00 AM—Intentions of Parker Family Req. by  
        Joan Parker 
        Kathy Kelly † Req. by Barb Mitchell   
Monday, March 18 
  8:30 AM—Raymond Hays † Req. by Christina Hays 
Wednesday, March 20 
  8:30 AM—Joyce Schoenau † Req. by Therese Short 
Friday, March 22 
  3:00 PM—Cynthia Nelson Schloss † 
       Req. by the Schloss Family 
Saturday, March 23 
  5:30 PM—Melanie Valencia † Req. by Leobardo and  

       Ana Valencia Martinez 
       Craig Trueblood † Req. by Schaughnessy’s           
Sunday, March 24 
   9:00 AM—Sheila Pollack † Req. by Barb Mitchell 
         All Souls in Purgatory Req. by Parishioner     

March 17 
  5:30 PM 
      Mark Otten 
 John Blazevich 
 Rene Jurack 
 Debra Ledford  
  9:00 AM 
      Colleen Domke 
 Donald Domke 
 Jennifer Duncan 
      Kathy Short 

March 24 
  5:30 PM 
      Mark Otten 
 Camille Dancer 
 Anita Otten 
  Christine Semanovich    
9:00 AM 
      Mark Otten 
 Erwin Bogs 
 Therese Bogs-Haser 
 Tracy Sheehan  

March 17 
  5:30 PM 
 Paul Przybyla 
   9:00 AM 
 Karen Scrementi  

March 24 
  5:30 PM 
 Rene Jurack  
   9:00 AM 
 Phyllis Huske  

March 17 
   5:30 PM 
      Ashlin Porpora 
 Alison Porpora     
9:00 AM 
 Brooke Hobbs 
 Grace Lovejoy  
 

March 24 
   5:30 PM 
       Makenzie Albano 
       Alison Porpora  
   9:00 AM 
      Grace Raftery 
 Lily Raftery 
 Clara Raftery  

March 10, 2019 
Sunday………………………$  2750.00   
Children’s Envelopes………     11.00 
Church in Eastern Europe…   679.00 
 
Many thanks to all of you for your generous donations  to 
our Parish.  May God bless all of you!  

Second Sunday of Lent 
March 17, 2019 

The LORD is my light and my salvation;  
 whom should I fear? 

— Psalm 27:1 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent;  
 St. Patrick’s Day 
Monday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Tuesday: St. Joseph 
Wednesday: Spring begins; Purim (Jewish observance)  
 begins at sundown 
Friday: Abstinence 
Saturday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 

Many ambitions are nipped in the budget. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 

All three biblical readings this week 

e m p h a s i z e  H o p e .  J e s u s 

transfiguration breaks the bond of the 

present moment and we can see Jesus 

transformed in heavenly glory.  As stewards,   

we work for the kingdom of God, both now and  

in the future. At every Mass, "we eagerly await 

the coming of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Just as the bread and wine are transformed    

into the Body and Blood of Christ, we are 

transformed in hope on the way to heavenly 

glory. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The LORD made a covenant with 

Abram (Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18) 

Psalm — The Lord is my light and my salvation  

(Psalm 27). 

Second Reading — Our citizenship is in heaven 

(Philippians 3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]). 

Gospel — Atop a mountain, Jesus was transfigured 

before Peter, James, and John (Luke 9:28b-36). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

A Child’s Letter to God: Dear God, I am sorry I was 

late for Sunday School but I couldn’t find my under-

wear. Norman 
  A Collection of More Children’s Letters to God 

We like to be in control. Our Christian faith however tells us we have to give God 
the full control of our lives in order to be saved. Are we still trying to save     

ourselves by ourselves, or have we put our trust completely in Jesus Christ? This 
issue of control is a common theme in great literature, because it's such a     
fundamental issue in every person's relationship with God. One example has  

become especially popular in recent years: JRR Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings is 
all about this issue: control or surrender. The Ring of Power, which the humble hobbit Bilbo Baggins 
providentially found underneath a mountain, is a symbol of control. It makes its wearer invisible, 

opening up possibilities for eavesdropping and stealing and sneaking. It also gives its owner long 
life, and the power to enslave other people.  And yet, this ring of power always ends up ruling over 
the person who tries to use it. The spiritual life is similar. Every sin is a selfish assertion of power. 

The businessman who lies in order to get a contract signed is dominating another person. The 
neighbor who spreads gossip about the family across the street is trying to assert her superiority   
at the expense of someone else. These sins, which seem to increase our power and offer us    

greater freedom, actually turn us into slaves. Every time we sin, in fact, we become more addicted 
to power. We become less free to choose; our selfish urges begin to take over our lives. Just as      
whoever used the Ring of Power fell more fully under its evil influence the more they used it.       

The only path to true freedom, St Paul teaches us, is to relinquish this desire to dominate, to be  
like God. We must surrender to Christ, letting him be God and obeying his wise will instead of      
our selfish tendencies. We have to throw our hopes for happiness into the burning fire of Christ's 

love, and promise to live by his standard, just as the Ring of Power had to be thrown into the fires 
of Mount Doom. As Catholic Christians, we are blessed with a built-in way to relinquish control and 

trust in God, as often as we need to. One of the most powerful ways to submit to God’s power is by 
going to confession. Confession opens our souls wide to Christ's grace. It gives him room to work in 
our lives. In the sacrament of confession, when we live it from the heart, we climb back into the 

arms of our heavenly Father, hiding nothing, freely admitting our need for him. In confession Jesus 
purifies our hearts, heals our wounds, enlightens our minds. In confession we get a fresh start.  
Confession loosens the power of sin over us and gradually increases our true freedom. Confession is 

God's gift to us, just as much as the Eucharist, and baptism, and the Church itself. He wants us to 
make use of it. He wants it to be easy for us to come back to him. He wants us to hear his words of 
forgiveness and encouragement not just in our imagination, but with our ears. We   often ask God 

to make us happy. And that's good. God is asking us to let him make us happy, by trusting him, by 

relinquishing control. Let's not disappoint him. 

           + Father Roger 



STAND FIRM IN THE LORD 
 It is not hard to imagine, in this age of wars, evil 
groups bent on the destruction of humanity, and 
political follies, that the words of Saint Paul were so 
accurate, even for his time. It seems that the world 
never changes. Paul says, “Many . . . conduct 
themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their 
end is their destruction . . . Their minds are occupied 
with earthly things” (Philippians 3:18, 19). The result 
is the destruction of innocent people and of the 
Earth itself. But Paul says to the Philippians, “our 
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a 
savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (3:20). He will “change 
our lowly body to conform with his glorified 
body” (3:21). Note that he says “body” rather than 
“bodies.” He is talking about the whole community of 
believers, who, following the example of Jesus and 
of Paul, will come into the glory of God. So “stand 
firm in the Lord” (4:1). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Page Four                        March 17, 2019 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 By now, many may have failed in Lenten 
discipline to some measure or another: the daily 
doughnut is simply too alluring, or a furtive puff on a 
cigarette irresistible. There is meaning even in the 
failure, though, a kind of reminder that we cannot 
save ourselves. Part of the power of Lent is that we 
do it together, and although individuals decide on 
different ways to keep it, it is fundamentally the 
same journey. We fall, we get up, we keep moving. 
The desire to “give something up” for Lent is an 
age‑old impulse in the Christian heart. We get better 
at it over the years, and move more deeply into the 
meaning and message of acts of sacrifice; so there 
is no shame in stumbling, as long as we are not 
discouraged by the failure and give up. We are 
clearing space in our lives, after all, and some of the 
things we desire to give up are worth rooting out 
completely anyway. 
 What do we do with the space we have cleared 
out by our sacrifice? The Lenten question of giving 
up is balanced by the Easter question of our 
response to Christ’s embrace of us in love: “What 
are you taking on for Easter?” 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The day the Lord created hope was probably the 
same day he created Spring. 

 Bernard Williams 

Eden Orolin, granddaughter of Arnie Orolin, who 

recently had brain surgery and is in the hospital in 

Texas. 

Bernie Van Etten, who recently had surgery and is 

in the hospital in Florida. 

Russell Novotny, father of Dianna Kroll, who is 

currently battling stage 4 lung cancer. 

For these and others currently sick or recently   

deceased… 

To have someone added to this list please call the 
parish office. 

Escaping to pray.  Jesus did it again.  He 
stepped away from the hubbub of life to pray.  
He took three friends who were drowsed by 
sleep on this retreat. But pray he still did.  And 
God spoke from the cloud. How is prayer filling 
my Lenten retreat, my Lenten journey?  With 
whom will I go for some quiet and prayer?  
What am I doing to listen for God’s voice? 

“Stations of the Cross” will take place 
immediately following the 3:00PM mass 
every Friday during Lent.  Join us for 
mass and travel “The Way of the Cross” 
with us. Confession will be available 
with Father Roger immediately follow-
ing Mass. 

The complete 3 night recent Parish Mission      

sessions are now available to view on the parish 

website. If you did not attend the mission or have 

not had the opportunity to watch these videos yet—

we urge you to take the time. The sessions are di-

vided into short segments ranging from 10 to 20 

minutes.  Just go to our website: stboni-

facemonee.org and scroll down to bottom of home 

page. Click on “Parish Mission 2019.” Then click on 

“Parish Mission” or one of the three sessions.   
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IRELAND 
 No reptiles are found there [in Ireland], and no snake 

can live there; for, though often carried thither out of 
Britain, as soon as the ship comes near the shore, and 

the scent of the air reaches them, they die. 
—Venerable Bede 

Remember Me: A Seder Meal 
Tuesday, April 16 – 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM 
Thursday, April 18 – 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM 

Fr. Bob Colaresi leads us through this Passover 
Meal, including a lamb dinner, weaving the Jewish 
roots of our own tradition in a remarkable drama of 
history, theology, culture and prayer. The 
celebration of Eucharist with the Seder Meal offers a 
profound experiences of what it must have been like 
at the Last Supper where Jesus shared the 
Passover Meal with his friends the night before he 
suffered and died. 
Cost: $45.00 – Registration deadline: April 12, 2019. 
Please Note: Arrival no later than 5:45 PM. 
Register for any of our programs online 
at carmelitespiritualcenter.org or by calling  630-969
-4141 or 800-431-8720. 

The Peotone Senior Assistance Center 
is available this Thursday, Mar 21st, from 
10am - 3pm to accommodate walk-in clients 
in the Red Room at St. Paul the Apostle in 
Peotone. This is part of our Respect Life 
Ministry, whose mission is to protect the 

vulnerable and provide seniors, low income 
and disabled persons with assistance from 
county, state and federal programs, includ-
ing Medicare, Social Security, Illinois License 
Plate Discounts, and services offered 
through Catholic Charities.  We are also a 
certified SHIP site (Senior Health Insurance 
Program). The center is staffed by volun-
teers who serve the community without 
cost. SECOND ANNUAL 

PARISH PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 
PRESENTED BY: 
THE 2019 CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Today is the day! Join us after the 9:00am 
Mass for a delicious breakfast of         
pancakes, bacon, sausage, scramble  
eggs, coffee, milk, and juice. YUMMY!  

Tickets are $5.00 and kids age 5 and    
under are free.  This is an opportunity 
for our Conformondi to provide service 
to others without recompense, and to 
participate in parish life, in a way that 
they may not   have experienced yet. 
Please come join us! 

Monday, March 18th, is 

CHICK FLICK night!         

Ladies—come treat your-

selves to an evening enjoying 

friendship, a “Chick Flick” 

movie, and of course movie 

snacks! Don’t miss out!  

Don’t be late!  The   evening 

starts at 6:30pm.   

All are welcome to A Night 

of Reflection on Thursday, 

March 28th from 6:30pm-

7:30pm. The evening will     

include an adoration service, 

song, prayer, and a brief talk 

by Deacon Mark titled “We Are Half-

way There”.  Join us for an inspira-

tional evening and allow yourselves 

quiet time with the Lord. 

https://carmelitespiritualcenter.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=305ac8139ff965e3b33984f88&id=62def09e1f&e=ce2b8306ca

