
REV. ROGER KUTZNER, PASTOR 
DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165) 
DEACON Joe Bishop (708-747-4798) 
PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Deacon Mark and Anita Otten 
MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays After 5:30pm Mass   
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: To have a child baptized at Saint Boniface Church, you must            
         be registered, active, member of the parish and attend a Baptism 
         class. Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00 
         PM (Noon). Call the office to schedule an appointment. 
 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: All classes meet on Sundays from 10:00-11:30 

Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
Rectory: 25942 So. Middlepoint Avenue 

P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 
Website: stbonifacemonee.org 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am—2:00pm 

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 

Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under 
one baptism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting 

and sharing Christian and social values. 

MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 
WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30 AM 

WEEKDAY RECONCILIATION: Monday and Friday after 8:30am Mass 
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Saturday, December 14 
  5:30 PM—Deceased Members of Sandrone and  

         Ridings Families Req. by Mary Ridings  
Sunday, December 15 
   9:00 AM—Joseph Giannantonio †  
        Req. by Polly Schloss 
        Bolduc and Tyler Families   
        Req. by Kathy Dornhecker 
Monday, December 16 
  8:30 AM—Karen Haddon †  by Marianne Farrell 
Wednesday, December 18 
  8:30 AM—Parish Intentions 
Friday, December 20 
  8:30 AM—Parish Intentions 
Saturday, December 21 
  5:30 PM—Pamela Camp † Req. by the Shaughnessy’s 
Sunday, December 22 
   9:00 AM—Melanie Valencia †  Req. by Leobardo and      

          Ana Valencia Martinez 
                    Joseph Giannantonio † by Bogs Family 

December 15 
  5:30 PM 
      Deacon Mark Otten 
      John Blazevich 
 Christine Semanovich 
 Kathy Short  
9:00 AM 
      Deacon Joe Bishop 
      Beth Daly 
 Celeste Lynch 
 Michele Porpora  
December 22 
  5:30 PM 
      Deacon Joe Bishop 
      Rene Jurack 
 Debra Ledford 
 Kathy Short  
  9:00 AM 
      Deacon Mark Otten 
      Phyllis Huske 
 Celeste Lynch 
 Michele Porpora  

December 24 
  6:30 PM  
      Deacon Mark Otten 
 Robert Gorz 
  Rene Jurack 
 Karen Scrementi  
  10:30 PM 
      Deacon Mark Otten 
 Anita Otten 
 Paul Przybyla 
 Karen Przybyla  
December 25 
   9:00 AM 
 Deacon Joe Bishop 
 Donald Domke 
 Colleen Domke 
 Terry Kwiatkowski  
    

December 15 
  5:30 PM 
 Camille Dancer  
   9:00 AM 
 Erwin Bogs 
December 22 
  5:30 PM 
 Paul Przybyla 
   9:00 AM 
 Barbara Mitchell  

December 24 
  6:30 PM  
 Camille Dancer 
 10:30 PM 
 Kathy Dornhecker  
December 25 
   9:00 AM 
 Kathy Short  
 
  

December 15 
   5:30 PM 
       Ashlin Porpora 
  Alison Porpora  
   9:00 AM 
 Ava Daly 
 Grace Lovejoy  
December 22 
   5:30 PM 
       Kelsey Correa 
 Joey Correa  
   9:00 AM 
 Adam Swanson 
 Kasey Swanson 

December 24 
  6:30 PM  
 Athena Jaculbe 
  Sebastian Jaculbe  
 10:30 PM 
      Ashlin Porpora 
 Alison Porpora  
December 25 
   9:00 AM 
  Makenzie Albano 
  Grace Lovejoy  
  

December 8, 2019 
Sunday………………………$  1726.00   
Children’s Envelopes……… 1.00 
Immaculate Conception…… 442.00 
 
Many thanks to all of you for your generous donations  to 
our Parish.  May God bless all of you!  

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2019 

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return  
 and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy.  

— Isaiah 35:10a 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice and 

flower (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10). 

Psalm — Lord, come and save us (Psalm 146). 

Second Reading — Be patient, for the coming of the 

Lord is as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10). 

Gospel — Tell of what you hear and see: The blind re-

gain their vision, the crippled their movement, the deaf 

their hearing (Matthew 11:2-11). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that the whole world 
should be enrolled. This was the first   
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each 
to his own town. And Joseph too went up 

from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the 
City of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 
birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 
     Luke 2:1-7 

We are preparing again to celebrate a great event in human history - Jesus 

Christ was born over two thousand years ago - our Christmas Day. Many ask 
the question about the coming of the Son of God: what has he changed in 

the world? We may wonder, since the world has continued to be convulsed by 
wars, tyranny, natural disasters, racism, and countless other forms of misery, 
injustice, and suffering. We have been celebrating Christmas, the coming of 

our Savior, for over two thousand years - but where is the salvation?  
Jesus Christ first came into our individual lives many years ago as well. Our baptism was like 

Christmas in our soul. And since then, we have received the Eucharist many times, we have 
been confirmed, we have been to confession - and yet, when we look honestly at our hearts, 
we see that we are still selfish, weak, confused, and yearning for more. We have each cele-

brated many Christmases in our lives. But are we better because of them; are we really making 
progress in our spiritual lives? 

God is answering that question with a resounding yes. Two thousand years ago God planted the 
seed of grace in the world, and it has been growing ever since - expanding the Church, produc-
ing saints, and renewing human culture from within through the invention of institutions like 

orphanages, hospitals, universities, and schools.  
A few years ago God planted the seed of grace in our hearts at baptism, and it has given us a 

hope, a faith, and a healthy conscience that those who do not know Christ simply do not have. 
In both cases, the transformation has been gradual, like the plants that grow day-by-day in a 

farmer's field. But this is how God works - gradually, little by little, slowly but surely, because 
he knows that if he went faster, we wouldn't be able to keep up with Him. 
God will finish his work in history and in our souls. This is the promise of Advent -"the coming 

of the Lord is at hand." But he will do so according to his own schedule, which is determined by 
his wisdom, his goodness, his power, and his love. And in the meantime, we are called to a life 

of patience and perseverance. Imagine a farmer standing out in his field and yelling at his 
plants to grow faster. That would be absurd.  
God is calling us to be willing to wait for the fruit of lasting happiness to grow according to 

God's schedule. Let’s turn our eyes to the rising sun, the Son of God, and renew our confidence 
in him, by renewing our commitment to follow his commands. 

          +Father Roger 

What does love look like? 
It has feet to go to the poor and needy. 

It has eyes to see misery and want. 
It has ears to hear 

the sighs and sorrows of others. 
—St. Augustine 

God makes Santa listen to some prayers, too.   

     Shana, Age.5 
  Kids Say the Cutest Things About God 



REASON TO REJOICE 
 Dark violet is used throughout Advent to express its 
character as a season of spiritual preparation for 
Christmas and “the coming of the Lord.” But on the Third 
Sunday of Advent, formerly known as Gaudete (Latin for 
“rejoice”) Sunday, rose may be added to the liturgical 
environment. The entire liturgy is infused with a spirit of 
rejoicing.  
 Today’s first reading and Gospel proclaim the reality 
of God’s saving work in our midst. Isaiah exuberantly 
describes the idyllic transformation of all creation as a 
result of God’s presence in the midst of the people. In the 
Gospel, Jesus connects Isaiah’s prophecy with what is 
happening in his own ministry. In addition to the list of 
healings from Isaiah (the blind, the lame, lepers, and the 
deaf), Jesus’ presence brings two other reasons for 
rejoicing: “The dead are raised, and the poor have the 
good news proclaimed to them” (Matthew 11:5). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS (c. 1542-1591) 
December 14 

 How beautiful the experience of love for God and 
neighbor, a fire deep within! How disheartening when love 
suddenly cools and our souls grow dark, our prayer arid. 
How painful when misunderstanding, even rejection, 
comes our way, sometimes from those we least expect. 
For all such “seasons of the soul,” an inspiring fellow-
pilgrim is the poet and mystic John of the Cross. As a 
young Carmelite, he was recruited by Teresa of Ávila for 
her Discalced (“barefoot,” evangelical poverty) Carmelite 
reform, striving to renew the Church from within after the 
Protestant Reformation had led countless religious away. 
John suffered unspeakably harsh abuse, even 
imprisonment, from friars who rejected this reform. Yet 
during these times of deepest suffering, John composed 
spiritual masterpieces that still guide souls to God, their 
titles reflecting his own painful yet ultimately victorious 
journey: from The Dark Night of the Soul through The 
Ascent of Mount Carmel to his Spiritual Canticle and The 
Living Flame of Love. John summarized his spirituality 
simply: “Put love where there is no love, and you will find 
love.” 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Jay Johnson, Sandra Phalen, Pat Lehnerer Sr., 

Betty Krcmaric, David Schmidt, Sharon Blazevich,  

Peter Levy, Dorothy Ireland, Marilyn Kieler,  

Mike Kelly, Ed Mackey, Virginia Perozzi, Karen 

Males, Pete Crevier, Helen Barrett, and those that 

go unnamed.  

Names will remain on the list for one month 

unless otherwise requested. 

To have someone added to this list please call the 
parish office. 

What Are You Doing For Advent?  

Wow! We are already celebrating the third 
Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday! Christ-

mas is getting closer and Advent becomes a 
little more joyful the last two Sundays of Ad-
vent. With that in mind, perhaps instead of 

asking “What are you doing for Advent?”, we 
should ask ourselves “What have we done for 

Advent so far?” Have we prayed a little more? 
Or reflected more fully on the deeper mean-
ings of Christ’s birth? If we have, that’s won-

derful! If not, there is still time. We have ten 
more days until Christmas. (You will notice I 

did not say “shopping days until Christmas.) 
Ho-Ho-Ho. 
A great opportunity would be to attend our 

next Exposition and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament to be held on Tuesday, 

Dec. 17th at 7pm in the church. Deacon Mark 
will guide us in an hour of prayer, reflection, 

and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Please join us for this meaningful and faith-
filled experience! 

So, what ARE you doing for Advent? 
     Deacon Joe 

Don’t forget The Knights of Columbus Coat 
Collection when going through your closets this 
season! Cold weather is here and 
there are many people in need of 
a winter coat. If you have any 
gently used, clean coats to do-
nate, please put them in the 
Knights of Columbus collection 
boxes at the back of the church. 
Thank you from the for your generosity. 
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SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent 
Monday: Las Posadas begins 
Saturday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins 

Christmas and New Year’s  

Mass Schedule: 

 

Monday, December 23rd 

RE/Parish Reconciliation Service  

Tuesday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Masses  

6:30pm and 10:30pm 

Wednesday, December 25th 

Christmas Mass – 9:00am 

Wednesday, January 1st 

New Years Day Mass – 10:30am 

Las Posadas (“The Inns”) commemorates the jour-
ney that, due to a census, Joseph and Mary made  
from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a safe ref-
uge where Mary could give birth to the baby Jesus. 
When they were unable to find lodging in Bethle-
hem, Joseph and Mary were forced to seek shelter in 
a stable, where the Christ Child was born. Every year 
between December 16th and 24th a religious festival is        
celebrated in Mexico and some parts of the United 
States.  

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, Let nothing 

you dismay; Remember Christ our Savior 

was born on Christmas day... 

Love to sing this song?  

Bring your friends and family and join the St. 

Boniface Social Club and musicians for an 

evening of caroling in the church! Sunday, 

Dec. 22nd at 5:00pm we will be gathering 

together around the piano to sing Christmas 

songs and enjoy light refreshments. Musical 

instruments will be available for the children 

to play along! 

Oplatki packets are still 

available. Cost is $1.00 

per packet and can be 

purchased in the office    

M-W-F from 8:30am-

2:00pm.  

Ladies Club Christmas 
Party 

The St. Boniface Ladies club 
annual Christmas  Party is to-
morrow night!! Bring an hors 

d’oeuvre if you like. Visit with an old friend or 
make a new one—but be sure to join us at 
6:30pm in the family center!     

The 2020 Mass Intentions book is here. If you 

have special dates you would like to reserve, 

contact the office. There are also still some 

weekend masses available this December as 

well. Why not dedicate a mass to your loved 

ones during the Advent season? 

Our Nativity will be set up on Friday, December 20th 
after the 8:30am Mass.  We are in need of volun-
teers to help bring up a table, boxes of trees and 
decorations, the nativity pieces, and help us set up 
this beautiful display! 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

Ladies Club Raffle and Bake Sale!  The bake 

sale brought in $456.00 and the raffle came to 

$1372.00. Congratulations to the raffle winners! 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/topic/feast-religion
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States

