
Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
Rectory: 25942 So. Middlepoint Avenue 

P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 
Website: stbonifacemonee.org 

eMail: office@stboniface.comcastbiz.net 
Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

8:30am—2:00pm 

MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday, and  Friday at 8:30 AM 

WEEKDAY RECONCILIATION: Monday and Friday after 8:30 AM Mass 

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 

Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under 
one baptism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting 

and sharing Christian and social values. 

REV. ROGER KUTZNER, PASTOR 
DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165) 
DEACON: Joe Bishop (708-747-4798) 
PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Deacon Mark and Anita Otten 
MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays After 5:30 Mass   
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: To have a child baptized at Saint Boniface Church, you must  be 
          registered, active, member of the parish and attend a Baptism                
          class. Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM 
          (Noon). Call the office to schedule an appointment. 
 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: All classes meet Sundays from 10:00-11:30 AM
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Saturday, January 11 
  5:30 PM—Health Intentions of Jay Johnson  
       by Short Family   
Sunday, January 12 
   9:00 AM—Birthday Intentions Erwin Bogs by  
        Bogs-Haser Family 
         Deacon Mark 60th Birthday Intentions 
        by Friends   
Monday, January 13 
  8:30 AM—Men and Women of our Armed Services 
Wednesday, January 15 
  8:30 AM—Karen Haddon † and Les Farrell † 

        Req. by Marianne Farrell 
Friday, January 17 
  8:30 AM—Parish Intentions 
Saturday, January 18 
  5:30 PM—Pamela Camp † by Shaughnessy’s 
Sunday, January 19 
   9:00 AM—Alan, Ken and Marcia Vandenberg † 
        by Family 

January 12    
  5:30 PM 
      Deacon Mark Otten 
      Rene Jurack 
 Debra Ledford 
 Anita Otten  
   9:00 AM 
      Deacon Joe Bishop 
      Phyllis Huske 
 Terry Kwiatkowski 
 Marcy Phalen  

January 19 
  5:30 PM 
      Deacon Joe Bishop 
      John Porpora 
 Paul Przybyla 
 Tracy Sheehan  
   9:00 AM 
      Deacon Mark.Otten 
      Erwin Bogs 
 Therese Bogs-Haser 
 Barbara Mitchell  

January 12 
  5:30 PM 
 Kathy Short 
   9:00 AM 
 Karen Scrementi 

January 19 
  5:30 PM 
 Rene Jurack 
   9:00 AM 
 Kathy Short 

January 12 
   5:30 PM 
       Makenzie Albano 

 Alison Porpora 
   9:00 AM 
 Adam Swanson 
 Kasey Swanson 

January 19 
   5:30 PM 
       Makenzie Albano 

 Ashlin Porpora 
   9:00 AM 
 Sebastian Jaculbe 
 Athena Jaculbe  

December 29, 2019 
Sunday………………………$  1872.00   
Children’s Envelopes……… 57.00 
January 5, 2020 
Sunday………………………$ 2286.00 
Children’s Envelopes………      1.00 
Maintenance………………..   771.00 
 
Many thanks to all of you for your generous donations  to 
our Parish.  May God bless all of you!  

The Baptism of the Lord 
January 12, 2020 

A voice came from the heavens, saying, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  

— Matthew 3:17 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary Time; St. Hilary 
Friday: St. Anthony  
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary;  
 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

The Son of God died; it is by all means to be 
believed because it is absurd. And he was buried 

and rose again; it is certain because it is 
impossible. 

—Tertullian 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the Servant whom the 
LORD upholds; he shall bring forth justice to the nations  
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7). 
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace 
(Psalm 29). 
Second Reading — Jesus was anointed by God with 
the Holy Spirit; he went out healing and doing good  
(Acts 10:34-38). 
Gospel — A voice comes from heaven proclaiming 
Jesus as the beloved Son, with whom God is well 
pleased (Matthew 3:13-17). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Stewardship Thought: Parents who 

practice good stewardship use 

their time and talents to pass on 

their faith, and to educate, to nurture, and to 

protect their children.  

When I think of my Baptism I recall the Holy Trinity that was invoked upon me: The Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Outsiders (well, some of them at least) think that Christians believe in 

three gods, or something like that. But it isn't what they think it is.  God is one, and God is 
three: three persons, one divine nature. It makes sense that this is hard for us to understand 

as well - we are talking about the nature of God himself! Our mind is blown away, I suppose. 
Our trying to understand God fully is like an infant trying to understand nuclear physics, or a 

monkey trying to play a Mozart violin concerto, pardon me for comparison. In fact, the very ex-
istence of the concept indicates of its truth. No human mind could have invented such a con-
cept; we know that only God could have revealed it. One day St Augustine, the great bishop 

from North Africa who lived in the 300s, was walking along the beach contemplating the Trinity. 
He was frustrated because he couldn't understand it. As he walked he passed by a little boy 

who had dug a hole in the sand. The boy had a little clay cup, and he was walking back and 
forth between the ocean and the hole in the sand. He would fill the cup up with water, then go 
back to the hole and pour the water in. After watching him do it about a dozen times, St 

Augustine said, "Child, what are you doing?" The boy answered, "I am putting the ocean into 
this hole in the sand." Augustine laughed, and then said, "My Child, it is a foolish task. The 

ocean will never fit inside that hole." The little boy looked right into his eyes and answered, 
"Neither will the Blessed Trinity be contained by your small human mind." It was a lesson in hu-
mility. If our idea of God did fit into our small human minds, that wouldn't be much of a God, 

would it? But then some would say: If I cannot reason with the mystery of the Trinity, why even 
bother trying? Well, all I say is that it is good for us to think about this mystery. First, because 

it's true - God revealed it so we can know him better. Towards the end of his life, St Ignatius of 
Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, used to contemplate the Trinity every day. Just the thought 
of it would throw him into spiritual ecstasy - it was all the nourishment his soul needed. We 

should also think about this mystery because it has a direct impact on how we should live. It is 
only because human nature is created in the image of the Trinity that we can speak of human 

dignity. Human dignity comes from the fact that human nature is an image of divine nature. It 
comes from the fact that God loved us so much that he created us in his image. Then, when 
original sin mangled that image, Jesus came to restore it. The concept of human dignity - that 

every human person has equal rights and deserves respect, decent opportunity, and fair treat-
ment, just because they are a human person - that concept only developed in Christian culture. 

Only Christianity sees God as personal, interpersonal, and substantial love, and understands 
man as created in that image. May it be for us a reason to thank God for creating us in his im-
age, and ask him to teach us how to be worthy of that image, how to spend our lives "going 

about doing good." 

          + Fr. Roger 

God shakes snow out of the clouds so we can go 

sledding.  
  Kids Say the Cutest Things About God 



THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 
 This Sunday’s celebration of the Baptism of the 
Lord closes the Christmas season. In the scriptures we 
see one more epiphany, or manifestation, of the Spirit 
of God in Jesus—but this time it is as an adult, rather 
than as a child. Jesus’ baptism also serves as the 
inauguration of his prophetic mission and the 
messianic age.  
 Today’s reading from Isaiah describes God’s 
chosen Messiah, upon whom God’s spirit rests. In the 
Acts of the Apostles Peter says that “God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power” (Acts 
10:38). Finally, in the proclamation from Matthew’s 
Gospel Jesus’ baptism in water goes almost unnoticed. 
The crucial moment comes when the Spirit of God 
comes upon Jesus and a voice from heaven echoes 
the words of Isaiah: “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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SAINT HILARY (c. 315-367) 
January 13 

 Born in Poitiers, France, whose populace would 
later elect him bishop, Hilary, married and a father, was 
converted from paganism to Christianity through his 
reading of scripture. The focus of his prayerful study 
was the Prologue to the Gospel according to John, 
which portrays Jesus as the divine Logos, eternally 
begotten of the Father. As a result, Hilary became in 
the words of the biblical scholar Jerome, “the Latin 
Trumpet against the Arians,” heretics who believed 
Jesus to be merely human, not divine. In defense of 
Christ’s divinity, Hilary was not only eloquent in debate 
but utterly fearless in the face of relentless persecution 
and even exile. Thus by the witness of his own 
discipleship, Hilary taught that faith in Jesus as the 
divine Son of God has consequences. Reflecting on 
Jesus’ challenge to his disciples, “You are the salt of 
the earth” (Matthew 5:13), Hilary notes that, as salt 
both preserves from corruption and adds savor to food, 
so must the faithful disciple bear a witness that, by 
word and example, leads others to immortality and 
virtuous living. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Moses was leading his people through the 
desert for 40 years. It seems, even in Biblical 

times men avoided asking the way.  

Bishop Conlon, Devin Warning, Austin Wolf, Ed 

Matchinske,  Carlene Kwasigroch, Camille Dancer, 

Mary Pierce, Rose Nicks, Brad Foster, Jay Johnson, 

Julie Gurriell, Charna Gurriell,  Sandra Phalen, Pat 

Lehnerer Sr., Betty Krcmaric, Peter Levy, David 

Schmidt, Helen Barrett, and those that go un-

named.  

Names will remain on the list for one month 

unless otherwise requested. To have someone 
added to this list please call the parish office. 

The 2020 Mass Intentions book is here. If you 

have special dates you would like to reserve, 

contact the office. There are plenty of dates 

open. Stop in or call the office during the week. 

STATEMENT FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET 
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, leader of the Diocese of Joliet, 
has received permission from His Holiness, Pope Fran-
cis, to take a medical leave of absence, beginning on 
Dec. 27, 2019. During his absence, Bishop Richard E. 
Pates, Bishop Emeritus of Des Moines, will serve as Ap-
ostolic Administrator of the diocese. Bishop Conlon ex-
presses his deep affection for the clergy, religious and 
laity of the   Diocese of Joliet and will keep them in his 
prayers during his time away. He also asks for their 

2019 Contribution Reports are now available.  If you 

would like a copy of your contributions please     

contact the office. 
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REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
Anyone with reason to believe that a child has been abused or is being abused should report their suspicions to civil authorities. 

Contact: Illinois Department of Children and Family Services: 1-800-25ABUSE (1-800-252-2873) or local police.  

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 It is fitting that on this final feast of the season of 
Christmas, we celebrate Jesus’ baptism, and with it our 
own entry into Christ’s life through the waters of baptism. 
During Christmas, we have reflected on the stunning 
recognition that God came to be one with us in Jesus 
Christ. Now, as we make the transition to Ordinary Time, 
we think about what it means to follow this same Christ, 
the Anointed One of God. In baptism, we too are 
anointed. Baptism plunges us into Christ’s death and 
resurrection; in baptism, we receive the Holy Spirit. 
Baptism, which is available to all who believe, draws us to 
the very heart of God. In baptism, we become the 
servants of the Lord, chosen ones who are called for the 
victory of justice, a light for the nations.  

We will be taking down all Christmas decora-

tions Monday, Jan. 13th after the morning mass.  

We are asking for help taking apart the trees, na-

tivity, and altar decorations.  If you are avail-

able—all helping hands are greatly appreciated! 

Annulment Support Day is a day of support and    
reflection for divorced persons who already have       
an Annulment case in progress with the Diocesan     
Tribunal and are working to complete the question-
naire and need additional support. Cost is $25.00 and 
includes morning coffee, lunch, and materials. Pre-
registration is required by Jan. 20, 2020. Call 815-838-
5334 or register online: https://conta.cc/2DSt3PV 

Concerns about falling? A Matter of Balance is a 
program designed to manage falls and increase   
activity levels for older adults. Classes are Tuesdays 
from 10:00am-12:00pm and are held at the Bour-
bonnais Township Park District Recreation Station, 
770 Franklin St, Bradley. This program is free for 
those age 60 and older. To register call 815-933-
9905. 

RE-IGNITING CATHOLICISM is a 10 part series      

featured prominent speakers who will proudly and 

enthusiastically proclaim the rich traditions and 

beauty of the Catholic faith. These sessions will be 

held at St. Jude Church and Providence Catholic HS, 

in New Lenox. For more information see the bulletin 

boards at the back of the church. 

Be Kind and Merciful  

2020 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 

All parishioners will receive a mailing from the 

Diocese of Joliet this month about the 2020 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA). Our 

annual appeal is vitally important to not only the 

diocese, but also to our parish as well. The 

CMAA supports 30 ministries that benefit every 

parish and allow us all to Be Kind and Merciful 

to the most vulnerable in our community.  

Our parish’s goal for the 2020 CMAA is $11,700 

and 70% of any amount we raise over our goal 

will be returned to us. This is a great opportu-

nity for our parish! Please review the materials 

and then prayerfully reflect on your gift to this 

year’s annual appeal. 

If you do not receive a mailing from the diocese 

about the CMAA, please contact the parish office. 

Putting away Christmas decorations? Tired       

of storing old decorations you never use        

anymore? Bring them to the office this week for 

our After Christmas Decoration Swap next 

weekend. The swap will take place Saturday, 

Jan. 18th after the evening mass until 8:00pm 

and Sunday, Jan. 19th from 12:30pm—2:30pm.  

Come browse and take what you like—for 

FREE!  All leftover items will be donated to St. 

Vincent De Paul.  


