
5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 

Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am—2:00pm 

 
email: office@stboniface.comcastbiz.net 

Website: stbonifacemonee.org 
Facebook: St Boniface Church Monee 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles... 
When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you 

at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He answered 
them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the      

Father has established by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be      
my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their 
sight. While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, 

suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 
They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at 

the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 
will return in the same way as you have seen him going into 
heaven.” 

SUNDAY MASS: 10:00 AM  
(Live-Streamed Only) 

St. Boniface Monee and St. Paul the Apostle Peotone—Facebook pages 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES:  
Monday through Friday at 9:30 AM (Live-Streamed Only) 

St. Paul the Apostle Peotone Facebook page 
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SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord;  
 World Communications Day 
Monday: St. Bede the Venerable; St. Gregory VII;  
 St. Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi;  
 Memorial Day 
Tuesday: St. Philip Neri 
Wednesday: St. Augustine of Canterbury;  
 Shavuot (Jewish observance) begins at    
 sunset 
Thursday: Julian Calendar Ascension 
Friday: St. Paul VI 

The Ascension of the Lord 
May 24, 2020 

He was lifted up,  
and a cloud took him from their sight.  

— Acts 1:9 

Sunday, May 24—10:00 AM (Live-streamed) 
 Melanie Valencia † 
 Req. by Leobardo and Ana Valencia Martinez 
  Deceased Members of the Lontoc Family 
 Req. by Clarissa Summa 
 Health Intentions of Douglas Newbanks 
 Req. by the Bogs-Haser Family 
Monday, May 25—9:30 AM (Live-streamed) 
  
Tuesday, May 26—9:30 AM 
     
Wednesday, May 27—9:30 AM 
     
Thursday, May 28—9:30 AM 
     
Friday, May 29—9:30 AM 
     
Sunday, May 30—10:00 AM (Live-streamed) 
 Barbara Low † 

 Req. by Delores Wallace 

We are looking for information! 
We have names, addresses, and 

phone numbers… we are looking for is 

email addresses.   
In the hopes of reaching more of our 

parishioners faster with upcoming re-

opening information, we are updating 
our parishioner list and would like to 

add your email.  

These addresses will only be used for 

sending you information and updates 

regarding St. Boniface church.   

Please call the office at 708-534-9682 
Monday-Friday between 10:00am-

3:00pm. Or email the church anytime 

at: office@stboniface.comcastbiz.net 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

The 2020 Mass Intentions book still has many 

openings—weekends and weekdays. If you 

have special dates you would like to reserve, 

stop in or contact the office during the week.  
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TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they 

will be witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

(Acts 1:1-11) 

Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 

blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47). 

Second Reading — May the Father of glory give 

you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 

1:17-23). 

Gospel — Jesus instructs the Eleven to baptize and 

teach people of all nations (Matthew 28:16-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpo-

ration. All rights reserved. 

Stewardship Thought  
Jesus ascended into heaven, blessing 
His disciples and promising that they 
would soon receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We who have received 

that promised gift of the Spirit are now em-
powered to be His witnesses to the ends of the 
earth — to use our time and talents to spread 
the Good News of salvation. 

There are many ways we can experience the presence of our God. The   

presence of a spiritual. Sometimes we think it has to be physical presence 
like we have with family members who live in the same house. I myself have 

no doubt each human being needs this tangible presence of someone’s voice 
or embrace. The need our reality to be easily observed by our senses. It 
seems essential to us. It comes even to the point that many think that if 

they cannot touch, see, hear, taste or smell something it must not exist.  
We experience God through many physical things, like images (pictures and statues), rituals, 

prayers, words of Scriptures and inspirational books. The most profound presence of God we 
find is in the consecrated bread - Holy Eucharist. For centuries we have gotten used to these 
realities. We think we never have to change that, but present reality proves us wrong. We keep 

facing new reality when some of this physical contact with spiritual is limited because we are 
distancing ourselves to protect us from spreading a horrible pandemic.  

Very similiar was it for the first disciples of Jesus who were watching Him going to Heaven after 
His Resurrection. Try to imagine their predicament - they have been with the Lord for at least 
three years, followed Him, listened to Him, ate with him, talked to Him day and night. They lost 

Him once on the Cross, and now, after they received Him back risen from the dead, they were 
going to lose Him again because He had to go back to His Heavenly Father.   

However we already know that as much as the Apostles didn’t lose their Lord in their time nor 
we can ever lose Him in our lives. He told them that even He would die they would have Him 

back from the netherworld. Even though he disappeared physically for good on the day of     
Ascension He promised them to be present to them through the power of the Holy Spirit. And 
he was as he had promised.  

We can experience that presence in His Holy Church, in ourselves,  even now when we are    
deprived of public worship. Things will definitely improve in time as we progress in eliminating 

the pandemic but now we have to be strong knowing that our God lives in our hearts and we 
will never let any obstacle to take Him away from us. Let us be strong and patient.   
 

          + Father Roger 

God leaves the sun on longer in the summer so we can 

play more.  Nikki,  Age 8 
  Kids Say the Cutest Things About God 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I de-

sire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiri-

tually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were al-

ready there and unite myself wholly to You. Never per-

mit me to be separated from You. Amen. 



“PUSHED” OUT ON MISSION 
 There is a delightful character in the original Dr. 
Dolittle Tales called the “Pushmi-Pullyu.” It is a beast 
with two identical halves, with a head at each end. 
No matter which direction the beast walks, one end 
is the “push me” and the other is the “pull you.” 
Today’s feast is a bit like that in the life of the 
church. In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, it is 
the ascension of Christ that calls for the Holy Spirit, 
which consequently sends or “pushes” the church 
out on its mission. This is the message that we hear 
from the angels today as they tell the friends of 
Jesus not to look up into the clouds, but to get busy. 
It is the message of Jesus himself in Matthew’s 
Gospel, as he sends them out to baptize. He also 
tells them, “I am with you always, until the end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20). And it is this message, 
confident in faith that Jesus has ascended to shouts 
of joy, that “pulls” us along to our final destiny. The 
life of the faithful disciple, sent into the world on 
mission, will one day know the same risen, 
ascended glory. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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SAINT PHILIP NERI (1515-1595) 
May 26 

 In a shop near the Vatican, a group of Americans 
laughed as the shopkeeper showed off his fluent 
English and latest souvenir, a key ring whose papal 
portrait, when pressed, activated a recorded blessing. 
Through the shop window, two clerics scowled 
disapproval. The shopkeeper grunted, “They’re a very 
somber order who’ve left the Church. I recognize 
them.” “By their long robes?” an American asked. 
“Many in Rome wear robes,” replied the shopkeeper. 
“It’s their long faces!” When Philip Neri arrived in 
sixteenth-century Rome, there was reason to be 
somber. Swiss Guards had been massacred on Saint 
Peter’s steps defending the pope. Parts of Europe 
were abandoning the Church. But Philip resolved to 
be an “apostle of joy,” drawing especially the young to 
Christ—and frequent confession and Communion—
by his sincere interest in their problems, prayerful 
example, and gentle humor. His “Oratory,” a 
movement as well as a place, provided recreation 
and devotion in a joyful atmosphere of 
companionship, service, and liturgy. Philip Neri 
challenges each of us to begin improving Church and 
world by changing ourselves with unfailing joy. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Bernie Van Etten, Helen Barrett, Jason Brand-

stetter, Dolly Richmond, Douglas Newbanks, 

Karen Males, the safety of all healthcare workers, 

all those battling the Coronvirus, and those that go 

unnamed.  

Names will remain on the list for one month 

unless otherwise requested. To have someone 
added to this list please call the parish office. 

We Remember 

 

We remember how you loved us, to your death, 

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here; 

And we believe that we will see you, when you 

come in your glory, Lord. We remember, we 

celebrate, we believe... 

 

Here, a million wounded souls are yearning 

just to touch you and be healed; Gather all 

your people and hold them to your heart. 

 

Repeat Chorus… 

 

Christ, the Father’s great Amen to all the 

hopes and dreams of every heart; Peace be-

yond all telling and freedom from all fear. 

 

Repeat Chorus... 
                        2020 Word & Song Book, Hymn #522 

Don’t forget to check our website:  

stbonifacemonee.org  
for updates.  

Have an email address?? Sign up to receive 

our bulletin electronically by visiting:  

ebulletin.jspaluch.com 
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HERE IS THE GAME PLAN 

When we hear an excerpt from a particular Gospel, 
it is easy to get the details and stories from all the 
Gospels all mixed up and combined into one.   
Theologian Gerhard Lohfink called this “Making 
Gospel Soup!” To understand today’s Gospel      
passage, we must realize that this is material       
particular to Matthew and in his telling it takes place 
right after the Resurrection. There has been no 
“doubting Thomas” or any of the other stories that 
we’ve heard since Easter.  
How often have you made a plan at an event,     
saying, “If we get split up, just go back to the car and 
wait” or “Stay at the fountain in the mall—I’ll find 
you!” Earlier in Matthew, Jesus told the women at 
the tomb to tell the  disciples, “If something happens, 
head back to Galilee” (28:10). This was the game 
plan and was both a geographic reference and a 
spiritual one. “Go back to what you know, what you 
remember.” They were confused and hurting, but did 
as Jesus said, returning to Galilee, specifically to the 
mountain where they had a powerful experience with 
him before. That would make it understandable that 
the disciples showed up but were a bit leery or 
doubting.  

A PRAYER FOR SERVICEMEN  

AND SERVICEWOMEN:  

Lord, you have called all of us to serve one     

another in humility and truth. Help our men 

and women in military service to remain stead-

fast in all efforts to assist the cause of peace    

and justice throughout the world. Fill them with 

the strength and grace to be true peacemakers; 

fill them with the courage to follow their       

consciences and your will in all things.       

Keep them safe.  

Guide and protect them always.  

Stand by them always.  

Stand by them whether they are home or away 

from home, that they may always find you near, 

and that they may always remain near to you. 

We ask this in your name, Lord Jesus.  Amen 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 

that never was it known that anyone who   

fled to your protection, implored your help, 

or sought your intercession, was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you,    

O Virgin of virgins, My Mother. To you I 

come; before you I stand sinful and sorrow-

ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate! Despise 

not my petitions, but in your mercy hear and 

answer me. Amen. 

 Please consider including St. Boniface Church 
when creating or updating your personal will.  

Contact the office for information. 

The Diocese of Joliet will hold its Forty-second 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, 

August 23, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of 

St. Raymond in Joliet. If you are celebrating 

either your 25th or 50th anniversary this year, 

please contact the parish office so that we may 

submit your name to the Diocese for a formal 

invitation. Those celebrating over 50 year anni-

versaries do not receive a formal invitation, but 

will be able to register to attend at a later date.  

     Please Be Kind and Merciful to those in need.  
A mailing has been sent to all parishioners who 
have not yet made a gift to the Catholic Ministries 
Annual Appeal (CMAA). Please prayerfully          
consider supporting the CMAA, if your means    
allow. The CMAA helps our parish and the Diocese 
of Joliet to provide vital ministries, programs and 
services to support our friends and neighbors in 
need, especially during these unprecedented 
times. Our parish goal is $11,700 and to date we 
have received $8,207. Thank you for your support! 


