
MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 
WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday, and  Friday at 8:30 AM 

WEEKDAY RECONCILIATION: Monday and Friday after 8:30 AM Mass 

PASTOR: Rev. Roger Kutzner 
DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165)  

 
PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 
Email: office@stbonifacemonee.org 

 
MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 
Email: st.boniface@comcast.net 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Nancy Bishop 

Email: stbonifacemoneere@gmail.com 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Call office.  
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: You must be a registered, active, member of the parish and attend a 
Baptism class. Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM (Noon). 
Call the office to schedule an appointment. 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: All classes meet on Sundays from 10:00-11:30   

Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  

 Phone: 708-534-9682 
Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

8:30am—2:00pm 
 

Website: stbonifacemonee.org 
Facebook:  St Boniface Church Monee  

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 
Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under one bap-

tism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting and sharing 
Christian and social values. 
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September 6 
  5:30 PM 
 Tracy Sheehan  
   9:00 AM 
 Kathy Short 

September 13 
  5:30 PM 
 Camille Dancer 
   9:00 AM 
 Kathy Dornhecker 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 6, 2020 

“If two of you agree on earth about anything for 
which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by 

my heavenly Father.”  
— Matthew 18:19 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday:   Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary 
  Time 
Monday:  Labor Day 
Tuesday:  The Nativity of the Blessed  
  Virgin Mary 
Wednesday: St Peter Claver 
Friday:  Patriot Day 
Saturday:  The Most Holy Name of Mary;  
  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Saturday, September 5—5:30 PM 
 Health Intentions for Pucik Family 
 Req. by Carol Pucik 
 Karen Powell †  Req. by Camille Dancer 
Sunday, September 6—9:00 AM  
 Dan & Dorothy Gryczwski †  
 Req. by Family 
 Carole Drew †  Req. by Van Ettens 
Monday, September 7—8:30 AM  
 Sister Cherubim †  
Wednesday, September 9—8:30 AM 
 Frances Wallace †  
Friday, September 11—8:30 AM 
     Deceased victims of 9/11 
Saturday, September 12—5:30 PM 
 Marlene Welte & Joe Males †  
 Req. by Camille Dancer 
 MaryAnn Perozzi †  Req. by Bogs Family 
Sunday, September 13—9:00 AM 
 Robert Kurowski †  Req. by Bogs Family 
 Arlene Marston † Req. by Bogs Family 

COLLECTION SUMMARY  
Week of August 30, 2020: 

 
Sunday Offertory   $ 3016.00 

 
We sincerely thank everyone still mailing in their 
contributions. If you can continue to give, know 
that we are grateful. We do not wish to put any  
financial   burden on you.  
Please remember—DO NOT MAIL CASH!  You 
are welcome to mail a check or call the office to 
arrange a day and time to drop off your donations. 

St. Boniface Church 
P.O. Box 217 

Monee, IL 60449 

 Please consider including St. Boniface Church 
when creating or updating your personal will.  

Contact the office for information. A truly American sentiment recognizes the    
dignity of labor and the fact that honor lies       

in honest toil. 
—Grover Cleveland 
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Freedom is something everyone talks about, but few people think about. 
There are three types of freedom. First, freedom from physical restraint.  
Nazi concentration camps during World War II violated this type of freedom. 
People were unfairly forced to leave their homes and work to the death at 
forced labor. The second type of freedom is freedom from psychological 
pressure. If someone threatens to burn down your house unless you give 
him $10,000, he is doing psychological violence to you, forcing you to harm 

yourself in one way in order to avoid being harmed in a worse way.  
 
In healthy societies, both of these freedoms are protected by the rule of law. But there is        
a third type of freedom, not a freedom from, but a freedom for. This is called moral or       
spiritual freedom. This is an ability built into every human heart. If used well, it helps us      
become excellent human beings, wise and honorable. If we misuse it, we become                
self-centered, frustrated, and even destructive human beings.  
 
This freedom matters most to Jesus. He wants us to use it well, to become what he created us 
to be. Christ's life, death, and resurrection were all designed to help us do that, by showing us 
the -way and giving us grace to overcome our selfish tendencies and follow it. The Church, like 
the ancient watchmen of Israel and first Apostles of Jesus, continues his mission: patiently and 
tirelessly warning us against seductive dead-end roads, and inviting us to forge ahead on 
Christ's path of self-forgetful love. The choices we make every day, in little things and big 
things, matter. Every one of them can bring us closer to God and our true purpose, or further 
away. That's the essence of spiritual freedom.  
 
There are two kinds of choices in moral freedom. The first kind is about choosing between two 
options, where one is definitely right and the other generally wrong (like should I steal or not). 
The difficulty here is not usually in identifying what's right. The key here, practically speaking, 
is to avoid putting ourselves in tempting situations, the occasions of sin - don't go to that    
party, don't stay so late at work, don't use the credit card so much, etc. 
 
The second kind is about choosing between two options, where both of them seem to be 
equally right. Two good options. In these situations, the hard part isn't doing what's right - 
both are good - it's knowing which to choose. That's when the old saying, "What would Jesus 
do?" can come in handy. That question often helps us see a win-win solution, like inviting the 
new kid to sit with me and my friend. Whether choosing right vs. wrong or right vs. right, our 
choices matter, because God has given us the precious gift of spiritual freedom. Let’s ask     
Jesus to help us use it well - every single day. 
 
Little update on my recovery from pancreatic attack two weeks ago. I am recovering well, still 
on very strict diet and also, I am now working on my new meal plan for next couple of weeks 
and months. In my condition the balance of fat and sugar intake is crucial for my overall 
health. There is couple more factors to my recovery and health management, but I write about 
it later. 
          + Father Roger 
 

Stewardship Thought 
Am I my brother’s keeper? All 
three readings today suggest 
that for the Christian steward 
the answer is “Yes!”  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Warn the wicked and try to turn them 
from their ways (Ezekiel 33:7-9). 
Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts (Psalm 95). 
Second Reading — Owe nothing to anyone, except 
mutual love (Romans 13:8-10). 
Gospel — If two agree about anything for which they 
pray, it shall be granted to them (Matthew 18:15-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 



A MESSAGE OF LOVE 
 In the final verses of today’s Gospel reading 
Jesus says that when two or three are gathered in 
his name, “there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 
18:20). So we understand that fraternal correction is 
always undertaken with Jesus present to us.  
 Likewise, encouraging the good in others is not 
only the right thing for us to do, it is a necessity. The 
Lord tells the prophet Ezekiel that if he “does not 
speak out” to dissuade a person from evil, then he 
too will be held responsible. 
 We live in a “do your own thing” age when moral 
objectivity is often ignored. Clearly when the 
message we share with others is one of love, our 
motives cannot ever be misinterpreted. As St. Paul 
writes, “Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, 
love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10). 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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SAINT PETER CLAVER (1581-1654) 
September 9 

 Nearly two hundred years before the Declaration 
of Independence proclaimed “that all men are 
created equal,” two hundred fifty years before the 
Emancipation Proclamation mandated an end to 
slavery, three hundred fifty years before Martin 
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream,” and four hundred 
years before the election of an American president 
boasting African heritage, Peter Claver left his native 
Spain behind to volunteer for the Jesuit missions in 
Colombia. There, he was horrified both by slavery as 
an institution and by the inhuman brutality inflicted 
upon the slaves. He solemnly vowed to become “the 
slave of the slaves,” and lived that vow heroically for 
close to forty years. Not knowing their language, 
Peter began his ministry among the slaves by using 
the universal language of practical charity, providing 
medical care and a tangible though wordless 
assertion of their human dignity: “We spoke to them 
not with words but with our hands, kneeling beside 
them, bathing their faces and bodies, encouraging 
them with friendly gestures” (see Liturgy of the 
Hours, Volume 4, p. 2018). Then came 
evangelization and baptism. Holiness as human 
wholeness: Peter Claver’s enduring witness. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

We can never love our neighbor too much. 
—St. Francis de Sales 

Fr. Roger, Paul Gonzalez, Dan Mott, Ken R., Ken 

Zohlfeld, Jeanne Bodnar, Eason M., Bernie Van   

Etten, Jason Brandstetter, Helen Barrett, Dolly 

Richmond, Douglas Newbanks, the safety of all 

healthcare workers, all those battling the 

Coronvirus, all who have been hurt and/or died this 

last week and those that go unnamed.  

Names will remain on the list for one month      

unless otherwise requested. To have someone   
added to this list please call the parish office. 

Blest Are They 
 
Blest are they, the poor in spirit,  
Theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow,  
They shall be consoled. 
 
Rejoice and be glad!  
Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! 
Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 
Blest are they who seek peace; 
They are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith, 
The glory of God is theirs. 
 
Rejoice and be glad!  
Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! 
Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 
                        2020 Today’s Missal  #725 
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Religious Education  
Registration is now open! 

 
We know this is a hectic time of the year and 
that you have been focused on your child
(ren) returning to school, but it’s not too late 
to register for Religion classes!  Give the 
parish office a call at 708-534-9682 or call 
Nancy at 312-749-6973. She will be happy 
to help you.  Please register no later than 
Wednesday, Sept. 9th. 
 
All students, parents, and catechists will 
gather Sunday, Sept. 13th in the church after 
the 9:00am mass (approx. 10:00am).  At that 
time the students will receive their lessons 
for the next month. 
 
Please contact the RE office at 708-534-9682 
to register for class or have questions. We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone! 

St. Boniface and the  Diocese 
of Joliet are overjoyed to   
invite all the people of the   
Diocese of Joliet and 
throughout the Church to join 
us in celebrating the installa-
tion of our new bishop, Most 
Reverend Ronald A. Hicks, 
later this month. 

On the eve of the Installation, Bishop Hicks    
will join our priests for a Vespers Service of 
Welcome at the Cathedral of St. Raymond 
Nonnatus.  This will begin at 7:00 p.m. on   
Monday, September 28, 2020. 

Bishop Hicks will be installed as the sixth    
Bishop of Joliet by the Apostolic Nuncio to  
the United States, the Most Reverend       
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. The        
Installation Mass will  also take place at the 
Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus.  

Due to the gathering limitations in place during 
COVID-19, participation will be by invitation   
only.   
Both events will be livestreamed for all to 
join us virtually at www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ 
or www.youtube.com/DioceseofJolietIL.   
 
Bishop Hicks will begin his service to the       
Diocese of Joliet on Wednesday, September 
30. Correspondence and invitations to         
activities, or requests for appointments on or 
after that date should be submitted to Julie 
Grzadzinski, Administrative Assistant to the 
Bishop, at jgrzadzinski@dioceseofjoliet.org, 
call (815) 221-6185, or at the Blanchette  
Catholic Center, 16555 Weber Road, Crest 
Hill, Illinois 60403. 

The continued prayers of all in the Joliet        
Diocesan Community are welcome as we      
rejoice in the unfolding of our history. 

We sadly announce the passing of Sister 
Cherubim Cukla, who died Monday,   
August 31st.  Sister Cherubim was our 
Religious Education Director for many 
years and has been retired and living at 
the Franciscian Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart in Frankfort until her passing.   
Her wake and funeral will be held       
privately so we will remember her fond-
ly and offer our prayers that she rest in 
peace. 

Christ Is Present.  “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am 
in the midst of them.” Christ is surely with us now in the liturgy, in Communion, in all the 
sacraments, in his word proclaimed, in the praying Church – and in this pandemic.  As 
few as two or three of us assures his presence.   

http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/
http://www.youtube.com/DioceseofJolietIL
mailto:jgrzadzinski@dioceseofjoliet.org

