
MASSES: Saturday (Sunday Obligation) 5:30 PM, Sunday: 9:00 AM 
WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday, and  Friday at 8:30 AM 

WEEKDAY RECONCILIATION: Monday and Friday after 8:30 AM Mass 

PASTOR: Rev. Roger Kutzner 
DEACON: Mark Otten (815-469-7165)  

 
PARISH SECRETARY: Kathy Short 
Email: office@stbonifacemonee.org 

 
MINISTRY OF CARE: Erwin Bogs 
Email: st.boniface@comcast.net 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR: Nancy Bishop 

Email: stbonifacemoneere@gmail.com 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Call office.  
MARRIAGE: By appointment only. Normally made 6 months in advance. 
BAPTISM: You must be a registered, active, member of the parish and attend a 
Baptism class. Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM (Noon). 
Call the office to schedule an appointment. 
RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES: All classes meet on Sundays from 10:00-11:30   

Saint Boniface Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

 
Saint Boniface is a welcoming, caring Church community united under 
one baptism.  We  encourage participation by all members in promoting 

and sharing Christian and social values. 

Church: 5304 W. Main St., Monee, IL 60449 
P.O. Box 217, Monee, IL 60449  (534-9682) 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am—2:00pm 

 
email: office@stboniface.comcastbiz.net 

Website: stbonifacemonee.org 
Facebook:  St Boniface Church Monee 
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November 29 
  5:30 PM 
 Paul Przybyla 
   9:00 AM 
 Barbara Mitchell 

December 6 
  5:30 PM 
 David Schmidt  
   9:00 AM 
 Kathy Short 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 
Be watchful! Be alert! 

You do not know when the time will come. 
— Mark 13:33 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday:  First Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle 
Tuesday: World AIDS Awareness Day 
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier 
Friday: St. John Damascene 
Friday: First Friday 
Saturday: First Saturday 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Saturday, November 28—5:30 PM 
 Zofia Iwaniuk † Req. by Chris Hays 
 Deceased Members of Pierce and Brooks 
 Family Req. by Mary Pierce 
Sunday, November 29—9:00 AM 
 Barbara and Richard Schultz †  
 Req. by Przybyla Family 
 Harry Parker † Req. by Joan Parker 
Monday, November 30—8:30 AM  
 Successful return to health for Mary Morgan 
 Req. by Mary Eder 
Wednesday, December 2—8:30 AM 
     Barbara Marusin† Req. by Mary Eder 
Friday, December 4—8:30 AM 
 Dan Marcukaitis †  
 Req. by Steve and Gina Driscoll      
Saturday, December 5—5:30 PM 
 Irene Hauth † Req. by Carlene Kwasigroch 
Sunday, December 6—9:00 AM 
 Christopher Hayes † Req. by Chris Hays 

COLLECTION SUMMARY  
Week of November 22, 2020 

Sunday Offertory   $  1334.00 
Human Development  $  303.00   

 
We sincerely thank everyone still mailing in their 
contributions. If you can continue to give, know 
that we are grateful. We do not wish to put any  
financial   burden on you.  
Please remember—DO NOT MAIL CASH!  You 
are welcome to mail a check or call the office to 
arrange a day and time to drop off your donations. 

St. Boniface Church 
P.O. Box 217 

Monee, IL 60449 
 

Give up your small ambitions; come with me to 
save the world. 

—St. Francis Xavier 

Looking to really connect 

with Jesus during the month 

of December? Beginning 

December 1st read one 

chapter of The Gospel Ac-

cording to Luke in the Bible 

each evening. There are 24 

chapters. On Christmas Eve you will have 

read an entire account of Jesus’ life and wake 

up Christmas morning ready to celebrate the 

birth of Christ. 
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As we enter the holy season of Advent we all realize that our spiritual     
preparation for the celebration of the Birthday of our Lord will be interrupted 
and restricted due to the rules of protection from COVID-19. Most of our   
efforts will be done without gathering together for additional retreats or  
penance services. I just hope we will actually still be able to gather for    
Sunday Masses (still with restrictions), and Christmas celebrations. Never-
theless I pray that you continue to hear the Advent message and it is the 

message about faithfulness of God who has done things he had promised in the past and still 
will fulfill his other  promises. The most universal symbol of this truth is the wreath with its 
four candles, which Christians have been using for more than 1000 years. Its circular shape 
symbolizes no beginning or end - the eternity of God and his love, and the everlasting life that 
Christ offers to everyone who will follow Him. The different types of branches traditionally used 
in Advent wreaths are all from evergreen trees, trees that remain green even during the    
coldest, darkest days of winter. They remind us that Christ's love remains fresh and strong 
even in life's most difficult moments - He never abandons us. I believe that in this difficult year 
it is very important to realize this more on our individual personal level. Traditional wreaths 
include laurel and holly branches. The laurel branch was an ancient symbol of victory; it      
reminds us that Christ came to us, humans, to bring victory over the powers of evil, that cause 
us to lose faith and sin. The holly branches are bordered with small, prickly edges, reminding 
us of Christ's crown of thorns, of the suffering by which he won his victory over sin and evil.  
We all know that the four candles represent the four weeks of Advent, but it is also believed 
that they represent symbolic four thousand years since the Fall of Adam and Eve and the Birth 
of Jesus. Their light represents Christ himself, who is the light of the world: his Word shows us 
how we should live, and his love, expressed especially in the Eucharist, fills our hearts with 
comfort, like the warmth of a supernatural fire.  We light the candles gradually throughout  
Advent because we know that the joy of salvation doesn't come fully into our lives all at once. 
Rather, life as a Christian is a journey, a relationship with Jesus that has to be constantly     
renewed, just as a new candle is lit each week. If we are faithful to this friendship and stay on 
track, the fullness of joy will eventually be ours. Christ has promised us all of this, and He 
wants us to rejoice in these promises, confident that since He is faithful, He can and will fulfill 
them. In our response to these great mysteries we keep learning about our place in the history 
of salvation of the humankind, we continue our spiritual journey by getting closer to God,    
especially through the sacrament of reconciliation.  

May we all have a peaceful, safe and meaningful Advent.  

          + Father Roger 

We all take things for granted. In  
particular, we take time for granted. 
We make our lives too busy. We plan 
our time, our days, weeks, months, 

even years in advance. Remember, our time on 
earth is a gift. None of us knows how long we will 
be here. Start today and begin thanking God 
through your Stewardship for each and every 
day. Take time in silence, every day, and listen to 
how God is calling you right now to help build His 
kingdom on earth.  

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — We are the clay and you, O Lord, 
are the potter: we are the work of your hands  
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7). 
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 
face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80). 
Second Reading — God is faithful; by God you 
were called to fellowship with the Son (1 Corinthians 
1:3-9). 
Gospel — Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know 
when the time will come. (Mark 13:33-37). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 

Words of wisdom: “There’s a fine line between a 
long, drawn-out sermon and a hostage situation.”  

Dear God, 
Do you have a Christmas tree or a whole (maybe 
holy) forest?  It must be hard to light it all up.  
Danny  Age 9 
  Dear God; Children’s Letters to God 



MARK’S JESUS 
 Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and tersest of all 
four. The discourses of Jesus tend to be terser as 
well. Mark’s portrayal of Jesus has none of the 
poetry of the Sermon on the Mount or the Sermon 
on the Plain as in Matthew or Luke, nor the 
extensive, reflective “I Am” discourses as in John. 
Mark’s Jesus “cuts to the chase,” we would say 
today. This is reflected quite well in today’s passage. 
 It is no accident that the dialogue of Jesus at this 
point in the Gospel according to Mark—the 
concluding words about the end of the world—
immediately before his passion, is riddled with 
exclamation points and an overall sense of urgency. 
 We would do well to re-tool our own way of living 
this Advent, for we live in a world urgently in need of 
hearing the message of Jesus proclaimed. It’s time 
for us to “wake up!” and get out into the world to do 
it. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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FEAST OF FAITH 
What Is the Mass? 
 What is the Mass? There is no simple answer to 
that question. The Church uses many different 
images and terms to describe our most important 
prayer. The Mass is the celebration of the Eucharist, 
a Greek word that means “thanksgiving.” It is the 
Lord’s Supper. It is the Breaking of the Bread. It is 
the memorial of the Lord’s passion, death, and 
resurrection. It is the Holy Sacrifice, in which the 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross is perpetuated. It is 
the holy and divine liturgy, the sacred mysteries. It is 
the source and summit of our Christian lives, the 
new covenant, the work of the Holy Spirit, the 
paschal mystery. The many different words and 
images that we use when we speak of the Mass are 
not signs of confusion, but of wonder at what the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (1328) calls the 
“inexhaustible richness” of the Eucharist. The Mass, 
our greatest prayer and our deepest mystery, is 
celebrated every day, many times a day, the world 
over. The Eucharist is both “bread from heaven” and 
“daily bread.” The Mass is our everyday miracle. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

To keep the heart unwrinkled, to be hopeful, 
kindly, cheerful, reverent—that is the triumph 

over old age. 
—Thomas Bailey Aldrich 

Bob Gorz, Marie Woods, Carol Orolin, Karen 

Males, Carye Loach, Judii Lowe, Jamie Lynn Gorz,  

Joseph Males, Louise Kopaczewski, Sharon 

Blazevich, Gayle Males, Celia Munoz, Kathy     

Bertram, Vicki Schmidt, John Kooyenga, Ken 

Zohlfeld, Jeanne Bodnar, Eason M., Bernie Van 

Etten, Jason Brandstetter, Helen Barrett, Dolly 

Richmond,  the safety of all healthcare workers, all 

those battling the Coronvirus, those who died this 

last week and those that go unnamed.  

Names will remain on the list for one month      

unless otherwise requested. To have someone   
added to this list please call the parish office. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come , O wisdom from on high, 
Who orders all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
 
                      2020 Word & Song Book, Hymn #408 

CORRECTION:   
The Giving Tree  Catholic Charities website address 
should be:   
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org/gift-of-Christmas.  
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One who aspires to the grace of God must be pure, 
with a heart as innocent as a child’s. 

—St. Nicholas  

First Sunday of Advent 
Watch Out! 

In Advent, we celebrate our hope that the Lord 
might come more fully into our lives. The first read-
ing from   Isaiah voices the hope of sinners for a re-
deemer. Unlike Isaiah, we know that God has come 
to bring us back, when the Father sent his Son, Je-
sus, to save us. Our faith in Jesus leads us to a new 
way of looking at the world. We can see what God 
is doing as well as remembering what God has done. 
Like the gatekeepers in Jesus' Gospel parable, we 
need to keep our eyes open for him. When we only 
look out for ourselves, we may miss the signs of 
God's presence around us. Instead of looking at the 
difficulties of life as obstacles, we can watch for 
them as opportunities to stretch our faith, to rely on 
God, or to show God's love to a friend. The recent re
-translation of the prayers of the Mass can be an op-
portunity to stretch our faith and our understanding 
of the Eucharist. The Corinthians were also watch-
ing for the Lord to come. They were thinking of Je-
sus as coming in glory. Though we don't see the full 
glory of the Lord, part of that glory is his presence 
in the sacraments. In them we celebrate not just the 
coming of the Lord, but his working in the world. 
He shares his life with us in baptism, gives us his 
Spirit in confirmation and himself in the Eucharist, 
heals us in reconciliation and the anointing of the 
sick, and calls us to make him present to others in 
holy orders and matrimony. You could almost say 
his second coming is taking place now. Watch for it.    
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

The significance of the Oplatki Christmas   
wafer is in that it shadows the Eucharistic meal 
that Catholics participate in at each Mass.  Just 
as we share in the Eucharist as one family in 
Christ and receive Christ’s love through the 
Eucharist, the Oplatki   allows for one’s imme-
diate family to come together and share the 

love they have for one another.  Packets can 
be purchased for $1.00 after mass at the back 
of the church.  Please see  a greeter. 

Christmas Eve Masses 
5:30pm and 10:30pm 

 
Christmas Day Mass 

9:00am 
 
Christmas masses will require reservations. 
Walk-ins will not be admitted.  Reservations 
can be made starting Monday, November 30  
through Wednesday, December 23  
or until allowed capacity is reached.   
From November 30 to December 7, registered 
parishioners will be given priority for Christmas 
Mass reservations. Reservations can be made 
by calling or texting 708 927-9253. 
 
Should, for any reason these masses are           
cancelled—updates will be posted on our website,    
Facebook page, and on our answering machine.  
 

Website:  stbonifacemonee.org 
Facebook:  St Boniface Monee 

Church phone number:  708-534-9682 

In the sixth month, the angel   

Gabriel was sent from God to a 

town of Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man 

named Joseph, of the house of 

David, and the virgin’s name was 

Mary. And coming to her, he 

said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But 

she was greatly  troubled at what was said and pon-

dered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. Behold, you will         

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

shall name him Jesus.      
     Luke 1: 26-31 


