
 
Mass Schedule 

Saturday .................. 5:30PM 
Sunday .................... 9:00AM 
Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday ............... 8:30AM 
 

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

After Mass on Monday, Friday, and  
Saturday 
For private appointment please  
contact office. 
 

Baptism 
You must be a registered, active,  
member of the parish and attend a  
Baptism class.  Baptisms are held the 
2nd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM 
(Noon). Call the office to schedule an 
appointment. 
 

Religious Education 
All classes meet on Sundays 
from 10:00-11:30 am. 
stbonifacemoneere@gmail.com 
 

Marriage 
By appointment only. Normally made  
6 months in advance. 

Mission Statement 
Saint Boniface is a welcoming, 

caring Church community united 
under one baptism. We encourage 

participation by all members in 
promoting and sharing Christian and 

social values. 

St. Boniface 
Catholic Church 

5304 W. Main St. 
Monee, IL 60449 

Phone: (708) 534-9682 
www.stbonifacemonee.org 



Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 10 
 5:30 PM Health Intentions of Olga Orengo,  
  Req. by Bogs-Haser Family 
Sunday, December 11 
 9:00 AM † Sylvia Fontana, Req. by Fontana Family 
  † Catherine, Vernon, and David, 
  Req. by John and Diane Tatkus 
Monday, December 12 
 8:30 AM  † Sharon Blazevich, Req. by parish 
Wednesday, December 14 
 8:30 AM  † Souls in Purgatory 

Friday, December 16 
 8:30 AM † Stephen, Judy, Tom Hawtree, Req. by Dan Hawtree 
Saturday, December 17 
 5:30 PM † Patrick Lehnerer, Req. by Jim and Marilyn Lehnerer 
Sunday, December 18 
 9:00 AM † Melanie Valencia, Req. by Leobardo and  
   Ana Valencia Martinez     
  † Karen Haddon, Req. by  Marianne Farrell 

Liturgical Ministers 
Sunday, December 11 
Lectors 
  5:30 PM    Rene Jurack 
     9:00 AM    Paul Przybyla 
Eucharistic Ministers 
     5:30 PM    John Porpora, Camille Dancer, David Schmidt, Kathy Short  
    9:00 AM    Dcn Mark Otten, Erwin Bogs, Therese Bogs-Haser, Anita Otten  
Altar Servers 
   5:30 PM    Sally A Bryant, Marie McCurdy  
   9:00 AM    Sebastian Jaculbe, Sherwin Jaculbe 
 
Sunday, December 18 
Lectors 
 5:30 PM Jim Lehnerer 
 9:00 AM Barbara Mitchell 
Eucharistic Ministers 
  5:30 PM  Dcn Mark Otten, Camille Dancer, John Porpora,  
       Christine Semanovich  
  9:00 AM     Beth Daly, Phyllis Huske, Tracy Sheehan, Kathy Short  
Altar Servers 
   5:30 PM  Marie McCurdy, Anita Otten  
   9:00 AM  Jennifer Duncan, Grace Lovejoy  
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Prayer of 

the Week 
God of beauty and 
wonder, give us eyes of 
faith to see your beauty 
and wonder in the world 
you created and in the 
children you call your own 
Hear this and all our 
prayers through the One 
we joyously await, 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

Please Pray For 
Pedro Anaya 
Carye Dancer 
Michael Cremin 
Alfredo Ferria 
Debra Guarascio 
Betty Guiden 
Jeanette Fogerty Klein 
Louise Kopaczewski 
Christian Latche 
Joane Males 
Karen Males 
Olga Orengo 
Patrick Quintan 
Vicki Schmidt 
Gail Siuba 
Paul Sobczak 
Marlene Tengolics 
Sharon Vestal 
RW 
VS 
 
And for those that go 
unnamed. 
 
A Memorial Mass will be 
held for Sharon Blazevich 
Saturday, December 17th 
at St. Paul the Apostle in 
Peotone at 10:00am. 
Gathering will begin at 
8:30am. 
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From Our Pastor 
Every day we are flooded with 
bad news from around the 
world. There is indeed still so 
much evil going on. We hear 
reports about violence in the 
Middle East, genocide in Africa, 

natural disasters in Asia and South America. 
Everyday thousands of babies are killed by 
abortion, innocent women and children are sold 
into slavery on the black market, people who 
seem to have everything plunge into despair and 
commit suicide. So, when we are asked to rejoice 
in our third week of Advent liturgy, isn't it selfish 
and foolish in the middle of such a suffering 
world?  
 Well, not at all. We do rejoice because we 
believe Jesus came to bring change here down to 
earth. We rejoice because we know that Jesus 
came to open a path from earth into heaven. The 
joy of the Christian is the joy of a hope 
guaranteed by God himself. This is true joy, the 
joy of hope, and Christ is its source.        
 You may remember the famous final chapters 
of Mark Twain's classic novel, Tom Sawyer. Tom 
and his friend Becky have been exploring a cave, 
just for adventure's sake. But the cave is full of 
dark caverns and twisting passages, and as they 
explore, they end up getting lost. Fear sets in. 
They start to panic. Their candles - the only light 
they have - are running low. An entire day goes 
by. Their candles are spent. They lose track of 

time. They are becoming desperate. They keep 
wandering through the darkness, looking for the 
smallest glimpse of daylight. But they don't even 
know if it's night or day any longer, so they are 
afraid that they may pass right by a passageway 
that leads out of the cave, because if it’s 
nighttime outside, they won't see any light at the 
end of the tunnel. Finally, they spot a pinprick of 
light far in the distance, and they follow it to 
freedom.   
 The fallen human race is like Tom and Becky, 
lost in the dark caverns of a fallen world. We light 
little candles - like money, pleasure, power, fame, 
philosophy, comfort, but they all waver and burn 
out. But Christ, the eternal Son of God, is the 
everlasting light that has conquered the darkness. 
He has given us a glimpse of everlasting life. His 
revelation is the pinprick of light that is the source 
of true, lasting joy, not the anemic joy that is 
inspired by the passing flicker of a fragile candle. 
 Pope Benedict XVI in his Angelus address on 
Third Sunday of Advent in 2005 said: “To 
transform the world, God chose a humble young 
girl from a village in Galilee, Mary of Nazareth, 
and challenged her with this greeting: "Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with you." In these words, lies 
the secret of an authentic Christmas. God repeats 
them to the Church, to each one of us: Rejoice, 
the Lord is close! With Mary's help, let us offer 
ourselves with humility and courage so that the 
world may accept Christ, who is the source of true 
joy. 
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Today’s Readings 
First Reading — Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10 The desert will 
bloom. 
Psalm — Psalm 146 “Lord, come and save us.” 
Second Reading — James 5:7–10 Be patient like a 
farmer waiting for spring. 
Gospel — Matthew 11:2–11 In prison, John received 
word of the coming of Christ. 

Saints and Special Observances 
11 Sun.   Gaudete Sunday  
12 Mon.  Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe  
13 Tue.   Memorial of St. Lucy  
14 Wed.  Memorial of St. John of the Cross 

What section would you prefer in the afterlife?  
Smoking or non-smoking? 
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Reflection 
When James refers to “the coming of 
the Lord” in this passage (5:7), he is 
speaking of Jesus’ Second Coming, but 
it can be applied to the Lord’s presence 
at any time. If it is really “at hand” (5:8), 
how are we not seeing it? How are we 
not feeling it? “Be patient,” James 
counsels (5:7). In today’s world, where 
communication, information, and 
entertainment are immediately 
available any time, it takes patience and 
thoughtful consideration to recognize 
the Lord. In the busyness of these 
weeks before Christmas, let us take the 
time to ponder and discern the Lord’s 
presence in our lives. 
 
Have others recognized Christ’s 
presence in me? What can I do during 
Advent 

 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 
Halfway through this season of preparation, we celebrate Gaudete 
Sunday, this Sunday of joy and gladness. With eager anticipation we 
prepare our hearts for Christ as we prepare our homes for 
Christmas. Recalling that Mary and Joseph could not find a proper 
place for Mary to give birth to our Savior, we commit to preparing a 
proper place to receive our Lord anew into our lives. In him, the 
blind see and the deaf hear, the poor are fed and the dead are 
raised. May we ready ourselves to see the wonders the Lord can do 
in our midst. 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe  
(Spanish: Nuestra Señora de Guada-
lupe), also known as the Virgin of  
Guadalupe (Spanish: Virgen de Guada-
lupe), is a Catholic title of Mary, mother 
of Jesus associated with a series of 
five Marian apparitions, which are  
believed to have occurred in December 
1531, and a venerated image on a cloak 
enshrined within the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. The 
basilica is the most-visited Catholic 
shrine in the world, and the world's 
third most-visited sacred site. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first    
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So, all 
went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too 
went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea,  

to the City of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.   
Luke 2:1-7 

Ladies Club Raffle Winners... 
Bake Sale and Christmas Raffle 
Thank you to everyone that participated in the raffle and baked and/or 
bought items at the bake sale.  This year the raffle donations came to 
$1328.00 and the bake sale brought in $472.00.  
Congratulations to our raffle winners: 
$200.00  Barbara Mackey  $100.00  Mary Pierce 
$  50.00  Pam Schmal    $  50.00  Mike and Louise Holly 
$  50.00  Judy Ward     $  50.00  Danita Gerrity 
 
Christmas Décor Free Shopping Bonanza Continues! 
We hope everyone enjoyed “shopping” at our Bonanza swap.  With such an 
overabundance of donated items we have decided to give those of you who 
could not “shop” last weekend another chance! We are leaving the Christ-
mas items out to be taken for a few more weeks. You are welcome to come 
“Shop For Free” M-W-F from 9:00am-2:00pm or after the weekend masses. 
We are no longer accepting donations. Please only come to shop. 
 
Christmas Luncheon 
Join us for a luncheon on Monday, December 19th at Labas at 1:00pm. 
There are sign up sheets available at the back of the church. You must sign 
up or call the office to reserve a spot.  
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Stewardship Thought 
Each of us has his or her own role to play in the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. John the Baptist was called to be herald of 
the Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord. To what is the 
Lord calling me? (Our Sunday Visitor, ibid., page 7).  
 
Collection Summary  •  Week of  December 4, 2022 
Sunday Offertory...............................................$1685.00 
Maintenance.....................................................$  998.50 
 
We sincerely thank everyone for your generous donations to 
our parish. You are welcome to mail your contribution 
envelopes, place them in the offering baskets in the church, or 
call the office to arrange a day and time to drop off your 
donations. 
 
Second Collection 
next week will be for  
Christmas Flowers   
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RETIREMENT FUND 
Our second collection today is for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  
Help aging religious. Senior sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests have devoted their lives to prayer, service, and works of mercy. 
Most ministered for little or no pay. Today, their religious communities 
do not have enough retirement savings. Your gift to today’s Retirement 
Fund for Religious collection helps to furnish medications, nursing care, 
and other necessities. Please give generously. 

Gaudete Sunday (/ɡaʊˈdɛtɛ/ gow-DET-eh) is the third Sunday 
of Advent in the liturgical calendar of Western Christianity, including 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Communion, Lutheran  
Communion Churches, and other mainline Protestant churches. It can 
fall on any date from 11 to 17 December . 
On Gaudete Sunday rose-colored vestments may be worn instead of 
violet (or instead of deep blue, in some Anglican and Lutheran  
traditions), which is otherwise prescribed for every day in the season  

of Advent.  Gaudete Sunday was also known as "Rose Sunday". 

Christmas And New 
Years Day Schedule  
 
Thursday, December 22, 2022  
Penance Service at 6:00 pm 
(Confessions are heard every Saturday  
  After the 5:30pm Mass) 
 
Saturday, Dec. 24, 2022 Christmas Eve: 
Masses at 6:00 pm and 10:30 pm 
 
Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022 Christmas Day:  
Mass at 9:00 am 
 
Saturday, Dec. 31, 2022 New Years Eve: 
Mass at 5:30 pm 
 
Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023 New Years Day:  
Mass at 9:00 am 
 
The office will also be closed, Monday,  
December 26 and January 2. 

Toy Drive 
The Village of Monee is in need of toys for 
their Christmas Toy Drive. New, unwrapped  
toys can be dropped off at the Village Hall 
from now until Dec. 13th. 

The Knights of Columbus would like to 
thank everyone for their donations and 
making the October pork chop dinner a  
success. Your gracious generosity helped  
the Knights send $3000.00 to St. Jude’s  
Children's Hospital.  
Thank you for your support! 

Nativity Set-Up 
We will be setting up our nativity this Friday, 
December 16th after the 8:30am mass.  We 
could really use help as this is a big job and 
many hands make light work! Please join us 
in preparing our altar for Christmas. 
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