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Dear Alumni, Supporters and 
Friends of St Augustine School,

Our previous school year ended 
with a sad but fond farewell to the 
second longest serving teacher in 
our school: Mrs. Lorrain Lee.  Mrs. 
Lee served with distinction as an 
instructor, administrator, and advisor 
to the Principal, confidant to her 
colleagues, and a guide and friend 
to the parents and students alike.  
As we wish her a restful and fruitful 
retirement in the years ahead, I want 
to offer a few words in honor of – 

after their parents - our children’s 
unsung heroes: Their classroom 
instructors.  

In the Bible, Jesus commissioned 
his apostles to: Go and make 
disciples… and teach them. This 
is the mission of our church and by 
extension our school as well.  We 
believe and affirm that parents are 
the first teachers of their children 
and were intended by God to be 
the BEST teachers as well.  At the 
same time, one of the ways that we 
the Church Community pledge our 

support to the parents in this great 
responsibility is through the parish 
school.  In a sense, school teachers 
have a surrogate role during the 
school day and therefore have a 
serious responsibility to honor the 
trust that parents place in them by 
enrolling their children in our school. 
For this reason, each year I remind 
our classroom teachers that the First 
Teacher in our Catholic School and 
the Head Teacher in every classroom 
is Jesus Christ!  Therefore everyone 
else is a “Teacher’s Aide” at the 
service of the Head Teacher.  

One of the first and key lessons 
we learn about Jesus’ teaching 
methodology can be summed up in 
just two words: Follow Me.   Before 
he ever said, “Write this down” 
he told his disciples to watch and 

continued on page 7

The First Teacher is….

Note: Rev. Patrick A. Smith, 
pastor of St. Augustine Catholic 
Church since 2004, accepted 
the Archbishop O’Boyle Medal 
from Archbishop Carroll High 
School at the school’s annual 
gala at the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts 
on June 1, 2016.
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When a young person starts 
fencing under the tutelage of George 
King, he wants to present two 
options: for the fencer to be the best 
he or she can be or to quit.

In early June, as King stood watch 
over a handful of fencers in the St. 
Augustine Room, there were two 
survivors among the group from 
the 13 who had begun fencing in 
October: Kebron Zewda, a fifth grade 
student, and Taryn Tooner, a fourth 
grader.

“We practice more than we 
compete,” King said, after mentioning 
that Kebron and Taryn would be 
competing in their first fencing 
tournament five days later. 

King demands a lot from 
his student fencers, including 
satisfactory grades and the drive 
to practice at least four hours each 
week, in order to complete outside 
the club.

“I like swords,” Kebron said, 
explaining why he took up fencing. 
“I used to like ninjas. I used to like 
karate. I just thought we were gonna 
swing swords,” during fencing 
practice. Wearing equipment valued 
at approximately $700.00 and an 
infectious smile, Kebron suited up to 
fence against Taryn. 

King, who incorporated the 
National Capital Fencing Club as a 
non-profit in February, has coached 
fencing for 17 years, including the last 

five at St. Augustine School. A retired 
City of Alexandria (Va.) narcotics 
detective and former nationally 
ranked fencer, he estimates that he 
has coached at least 100 St. Augustine 
School students. 

“Bend your knees, Taryn!” King 
calls out to Taryn Tooner, 

Before she suited up, she showed 
King a series of certificates she had 
received at a school awards ceremony 
for high marks on her report card. She 
later came over, sweat coming down 
her forehead, breathing heavily, to 
tell King that during a counterattack, 
she had just taken a point off a 12 
and Under fencer from Georgetown 
Day School, who practices with the 
National Capital Fencing Club at St. 
Augustine and is ranked in the Top 
30 nationally in his age group.

“She didn’t know what a counter 
attack was before,” King said. 
Fencers score points by striking their 
opponent with the tip of their sword 
above the waist. 

His first dozen years coaching 
were through the Virginia Academy 
of Fencing, through which he met 
Reginald Berry, a St. Augustine 
parishioner and member of the 
Parish Finance Council. King helped 
at least 16 students at the Virginia 
Academy of Fencing earn college 
fencing scholarships, but all those 
fencers were white or Asian. 

More than a half-dozen years 

ago, King set out to build fencing in 
Washington, D.C., among African-
Americans, seeking to emulate 
the work done by former Olympic 
fencer Peter Westbrook in New York, 
where there are many more black 
fencers than in the nation’s capital. 
One can tell that incidents such as 
a Caucasian woman blocking his 
entrance into a gym in Reisterstown, 
Md., where he had come to compete 
in a fencing tournament – assuming 
King had come to play basketball – 
burn indelibly into his soul, fueling 
his motivation. “I decided I was going 
to win that day,” King said, and he 
won the tournament.

For a time, however, King found 
himself as the only black person 
competing in fencing tournaments, 
even though the U.S. Olympic Fencing 
Team in recent years has included 
black fencers.

Samantha Shields ’15 comes back 
to St. Augustine sometimes to fence 
with the club. She attends Duke 
Ellington School for the Performing 
Arts in Georgetown. Last year, in 
addition, a St. Augustine School 
student won the bronze medal at 
a tournament that covers youth 
fencers from Delaware to Alabama. 
King generally works with fencers 
who are 9 years or older. 

One can find more 
information about the National 
Capital Fencers Club at www.
nationalcapitalfencersclub.com

Fencing Club completes first  
five years at St. Augustine School
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is taking this new role after serving 
for eight years at our school. Our 
new staff also includes our Fourth 
grade teacher, Ms. Emily Kogut, and 
our First grade teacher, Ms. Ellen 
Thornburn, both Catholic University 
of America alumnae. Our Pre-K 
3 teacher, Ms. Darlyn Hernandez, 
returns to our school in a new role, 
and Ms. Le’Chaun Linthicum, who will 
be working alongside Ms. Hernandez 
as her assistant, has also joined the 
staff. Ms. Jenny Soriano, fresh from 
teaching at an international school 
in Shanghai, joins as our Science 
teacher.  

Please join us in welcoming our 
newest teachers and staff as we wish 
them success during their journey 
at Saint Augustine Catholic School! 
As we are begin a new school year, I 
pray for more teacher collaboration, 
on-going teacher and parental 
involvement, hands-on technology 
in the classroom, support from all 
staff and a community centered 
in education and prayer. We look 
forward to, yet, another successful 
year at Saint Augustine Catholic 
School!

Sincerely,

Sister Gloriamary Agumagu, HHCJ

Greetings, Parents and Alumni!
As we begin another academic 

year, I am inspired by your 
contributions in building a better 
and equitable school. Each year, 
our students, parents, and faculty 
benefitgreatly from your generosity. 
And for that, we cannot thank you 
enough! The same God who made 
the stars knows your name, knows 
your story, knows your heart, and 
we appreciate and ask Him to bless 
your good deeds. We ask you to 
not relent in this good work as you 
continue to support Saint Augustine 
Catholic School’s mission of serving 
our children and their families in 
years to come. May the spirit that 
encourages you to financially invest 
in Saint Augustine Catholic School, 
return to you tenfold. 

Saint Augustine’s administration, 
faculty, and staff are ready to educate 
all students that come through 
our doors who meet our basic 
requirements. We have children from 
more than a dozen countries around 
the globe, and we acknowledge each 
student’s talents comes from diverse 
culture and ethnic backgrounds. We 
are equal to the challenges we face 
and will do our best to overcome 
themas best we can. To meet the 
needs of our children, we require 
all hands-on deck from our teachers 
and staff who are willing to invest 
in their students in preparation of 
becoming responsible citizens of 
our society. Our goal is to produce 
future generations who can impact 

our society positively, and we will 
continue to work hard to achieve 
that goal.

During the summer vacation, 
our teachers attended various 
professional conferences to become 
better prepared to serve our 
students and the school community 
at the start of the new school year, 
September 6. As an old saying goes, 
“Never forget where you come from 
and never lose sight of where you are 
going.” 

We are living in the world that 
is increasingly interdependent. 
Local and global affairs are deeply 
intertwined, and technology has 
transformed the ways in which 
most people interact, access 
knowledge, work, and participate 
civically. It is in our best interest 
that Saint Augustine’s faculty and 
staff take ownership and commit to 
allowing all children to benefit from 
our educational enrichment this 
academic school year. 

Additionally, everyone is 
encouraged to embrace some of the 
new changes that have happened 
during the last few months. Those 
changes and transformations will 
unveil new innovations, cooperation, 
quality, and success in achieving 
our desired goal. One of those 
changes that will affect our school’s 
organization at Saint Augustine 
is our new faculty and staff who 
joined us this summer. We would 
like to introduce our new Assistant 
Principal, Ms. Helene Cropper, who 
is also director of aftercare, and 
our new Administrative Assistant, 
Mrs. LaQuitta Matthews. Other 
changes include our new Language 
Arts teacher for grades 6th-8th, Ms. 
Karen Ross, our Math teacher for 
grades 6th-8th, Mr. Patrick Respers, 
who returns after serving for part 
of the 2015-2016 school year, and 
our Physical and Health Education 
teacher, Mr. Kip-Keno McCoy, who 

From the Principal’s Desk

In Memoriam

Vincent Clarke, husband of 
Ingrid Parks Clarke ’62, father of 
Christopher Clark ’86 and Ingrid 

Clarke ’89, and grandfather of 
Nicholas Clarke ‘16

Please pray for the faithfully 
departed.
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St. Augustine Catholic School 
students showed significant 
improvements in Mathematics 
and Reading during the 2015-
2016 school year, as measured by 
standardized test scores.

St. Augustine’s more than 200 
students (PreK-3 through 8th Grade) 
three times over the school year take 
computerized Scantron Performance 
Series tests, according to Mr. Ronald 
Riley, chairman of the St. Augustine 
School Math Department. The 
school year’s first score helps the 
Archdiocese of Washington and St. 
Augustine set a growth target for 
each student.

During the last two to three years, 
according to Riley, over 96 percent 
of St. Augustine School students met 
their growth target in a given year. In 
2015-2016, 74 percent of students 
scored high average or above average 
in the Scantron Performance Series 
for Reading, according to Riley, 
while 68 percent of students scored 

We congratulate the Class of 2016 
and their families on their June 12 
graduation and on being admitted to 
the following schools:
• Archbishop Carroll
• Bishop McNamara

valedictorian
• Mr. Nicholas Clarke ’16 

saludatorian 
Holy Name Society award winner
Special thanks goes to Ms. 

Stacie Adams, middle school 
English Language Arts teacher, 
for shepherding the Class of 2016 
through the high school admissions 
process.

extra resources to perform at grade 
level. He predicted that the third 
Scantron test series from the Spring 
2016, once St. Augustine receives the 
scores, would show fewer students 
were performing Below Average. 

Generally speaking, the longer 
a student has been enrolled at St. 
Augustine, the better he or she does 
against his or her peers nationally, 
according to Riley.

high average or above average in 
the Scantron Performance Series 
for Math, when compared to their 
peers nationally. Twelve percent 
scored Below Average in Math, 
while 10 percent scored Below 
Average in Reading for 2015-2016 
in the Scantron Performance Series, 
according to Riley. He noted that 
many of these students have an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP), 
which would indicate they need 

Test Scores rise 
in 2015-2016

Mr. Ronald Riley

Congratulations to the Class of 2016

Bethlehem Merga ’16 valedictorian

• DeMatha Catholic
• Don Bosco Cristo Rey
• Elizabeth Seton
• Georgetown Visitation
• St. John’s College High School
• Miss BetelhemMerga ’16 
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Mrs. Lorrain Lee Retirement Ceremony 

Mrs. Lorrain Lee

June 15, 2016

1. Steven Jones ‘88, Alex Talton ‘82, Marlin Mims ‘86, and Brian Jefferson ‘86 (left to right) gather with Frances Paul ‘85.  2. Tamara 
McCoy ‘00, Tonica Herring ‘98, Angelique McCoy ‘99, Ewelita McCoy ‘97, and Tasha Barley ‘97 (left to right). 3. Longtime CYO 

basketball coach and alumni parent Steve Benefield with Kellie Benefield Everette ‘87, and Nikki Clark ‘95. 4. Talia Givens ‘97 came 
from Ohio to attend the retirement ceremony. 5. Donita Adams ‘87, president of our HSA and a school parent, with Crystal Smith ‘87. 

6. Erin Roxborough ‘88 is also a school parent. 7. Frances Paul ‘85 with Tiffany Jordan ‘85

Before her retirement in 
June, Mrs. Lorrain M. Lee talked 
about some lasting memories 
she has had over her thirty-
two years of service at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School in 
Washington, DC.

This has been a great Divine 
Calling on her life!  

On December 15, 1983, Sister 
Ricardo Maddox, O.S.P, then Principal of St. Paul and 
Augustine Catholic School, hired Mrs. Lee as a Science and 
Social Studies Teacher.  Mrs. Lee said that Sister Ricardo 
was the first nun that she had ever had the great pleasure 
meeting.  

Mrs. Lee said that she owes a debt of gratitude to Sister 
Ricardo and the Oblate Sisters of Providence for giving 
her the opportunity to teach at a school known for high 
scholastic achievements. 

Over the years, Mrs. Lee rose from a teacher to her 
current position as Vice-Principal.  Mrs. Lee stated that 
she believes that Divine Providence, a commitment to her 
students and the steadfast support of the St. Augustine 
Church and Parish, have kept her over these many years.  
And, because of this, she is truly grateful. 

In 2010, Mrs. Lee was transitioned from her duties 

as a classroom teacher to take on the responsibilities as 
the Director of St. Augustine Aftercare Program, all while 
maintaining her duties as Vice-Principal, and earning a 
Master of Science Degree in Education Administration at 
Trinity Washington University.  Mrs. Lee shared that while 
at Trinity she learned a great deal about the law and how 
it applies to the field of education. Mrs. Lee stated that 
year was a very busy for her as she completed her Master’s 
Degree.

Mrs. Lee’s  motivation towards wanting to become 
a teacher was inspired by words from her high school 
Principal.  Mrs. Lee role model has always been her mother, 
Dr. Theresa  Massenburg. After graduating from high school, 
Mrs. Lee attended Elizabeth City State University (ECSU) 
in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. Mrs. Lee graduated from 
ECSU in May, 1981 with a Degree in Sociology.  This is also 
were she met her husband of thirty-five years, the love of 
her life, Wilmon H. Lee, Jr. of Murfreesboro, North Carolina. 
Mrs. Lee says that “communication and working 
together” are two keys for a successful marriage.

In closing, Mrs. Lee said that she has had the privilege 
to have worked under nine Principals who taught her to 
flexible and accommodating to different leadership styles.  

Mrs. Lee says that her feeling about retiring from St. 
Augustine is “bittersweet.”  Why do you ask?  “Because I 
was part of the family, and I am tremendously blessed!”

1

4 5 6 7
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Shawna’ Harris-Lenoir 
Shawna Harris-Lenoir ’12 

graduated from Thurgood Marshall 
Academy Public Charter High School 
in June and is enrolled at Elon 
University in North Carolina, after 
receiving acceptance offers at nearly 
20 schools, including Bates, George 
Washington, Marshall, Wake Forest, 
and Wesleyan, according to her 
mother, Ty Harris.

Shawna graduated with honors 
with a 4.2 GPA and received a perfect 
attendance award from 2012-2015. 
She was vice president of the student 
body in 2015-2016 and the vice 

president of the National Honors 
Society at Thurgood Marshall 
Academy her last two school years. 
In addition, she was named Youth of 
the Year at the FBR Branch Boys and 
Girls Club in 2016 and maintained a 
long list of extracurricular activities 
in high school. The Children’s 
Defense Fund awarded her a 
$10,000 scholarship. Shawna was 
received into the Catholic Church in 
2010 while at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church after taking instruction at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, S.E.

Nicholas Clarke ’16, 
who comes from a six-
generation family at 
St. Augustine Catholic 
Church and School, was 
awarded the Holy Name 
Society scholarship, 
an annual award that 
helps defray the cost of 
ninth grade in a Catholic 
school. He received the 
award at the annual Holy Name 
Society breakfast, which goes to 
honor the graduating eighth grade 

class, on Sunday, May 22.
Nicholas is a 

parishioner and altar 
server who is the son 
of Christopher Clark 
‘86. His grandmother 
is Ingrid (Parks) Clarke 
’62. His great uncle is 
Lawrence H. Parks II ’76, 
and his aunt is Ingrid M. 
Clark ’89. Nicholas plans 

to attend DeMatha Catholic High 
School in Hyattsville.

Nicholas Clarke ’16 earns  
Holy Name Society scholarship

Enrollment 
update for 
2016-2017

There are still openings in a 
few classes for 2016-2017 at 
St. Augustine Catholic School 
(PreK-3 through 8th Grade). 
Tuition for the school year is 
$5,500.00. The school year 
began on Sept. 6.

St. Augustine Catholic 
School is known for its 
strong Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten programs, 
in addition to its honors 
programs in English Language 
Arts and Mathematics. The 
school also offers differentiated 
instruction, including Title 
I tutoring and individual 
and small group support, to 
help students who are more 
advanced, as well as those 
who might be behind grade 
level. The school also has 
an impressive Afterschool 
Program that includes 
American Sign Language, 
Audio-Visual, Basketball, 
Cheerleading, Chess, Fencing, 
Girl Scouts, Literature Circle, 
and Soccer.  

Please contact Mr. Raven 
Wilkins, admissions director 
and vice principal, at 202-
667-2608 or admissions@
saintaugustine-dc.org, for 
more information, including 
scheduling a tour. One can 
also visit the school’s website 
at www.staug-dc.org to find 
out more about St. Augustine 
Catholic School.
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learn from him (Matthew 11:29). In other words, Jesus 
began his first class by saying, “Today’s lesson is… Me…I 
love you and care deeply for each of you!” This lesson 
was conveyed even before he said a word to them.  Our 
teachers are charged to do the same. The saying is true 
that people don’t care how much you know till they 
know how much you care! Even before their first class,I 
encouraged our teachers to take the time to look at the 
names on their class roster, read them aloud and offer a 
prayer for each one of them! 

At Saint Augustine School, religion is not a subject 
confined to religion class but a way of seeing and 
understanding the universe created by God which 
encompasses every subject from Science to Social 
Studies, Math to Art and English to Physical Education!  
As we begin another academic year, I pray that you too 
will keep our school in your prayers and continue to offer 
your financial support… to show how much you care!  

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Patrick A. Smith

continued from page 1
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If you work for an organization 
that participates in the Combined 
Federal Campaign of the National 
Capital Area (CFC NCA) or United 
Way of the National Capital 
Area (UWNCA) program, please 
consider making a 2017 pledge 
to support St. Augustine Catholic 
School during this open enrollment 
season.

Our CFC NCA number is 20000, 
while our UWNCA number is 9670. 
The open enrollment season for 
both workplace giving programs 
lasts through December and 

Support St. Augustine through the  
United Way and CFC programs

enables workers to make pre-tax 
payroll deductions to support 
the charities of their choice. The 
federal government participates 
in the CFC NCA program, while the 
District of Columbia Government 
participates in the UWNCA 
program.

Thank you very much for 
supporting St. Augustine Catholic 
School! If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Bill 
Murray, the school’s development 
officer, at 240-418-5427 or 
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org.

Kari Miller ‘92 was featured in an advertising campaign in Giant 
Food stores in preparation for the Rio ‘16 Paralympic Games. She 

is a Libero on the U.S. Sitting Volleyball team. Kari’s mother is 
Mary C. Lanauze ‘76. Good luck, Kari!
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