
The Gift of Catholic Schools 
Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, Principal

Bamlak Yilma, 8th Grade

Catholic means universal! This means that we include children from various backgrounds. Catholic schools have 
provided strong and sound educati on to students from all ages because of their strong academics. If we take a 
look at stati sti cs in our districts let alone around the globe, students graduati ng from Catholic schools are soaring. 
Catholic educati on provides children with the best academics, Christi an values, and virtues that will lasts forever.
Life experience is grounded in our insti tuti ons. Students are taught how to love and respect one another in the way 
that captures who we are within and outside their environments. Our students are resilient, despite societal demise. 
Catholic educati on is a promise that students succeed in lifeand have the abilityto compete in a global society.

Here are essays from eighth grade students at Saint Augusti ne Catholic School.

Why do I love Saint Augusti ne 
School?   St. Augusti ne is a community 
fi lled with children of God, and I 
admire that. When I fi rst came to St. 
Augusti ne, in second grade, it was 
a completely diff erent environment 
from my previous experiences. The 
fi rst thing I noti ced, coming from 
a public school, is how they put 
God before anything. Every day we 
begin with morning prayers and end 
with closing prayers. We don’t just 
pray during those ti mes, we pray 
before every class, event, meal, and 
more. St. Augusti ne also provides 
weekly Mass for all students, 

Why I Love Saint Augustine Catholic School

teachers, and the community. 
Implementi ng prayer throughout 
my life has helped me strengthen 

both my relati onship with God and 
my faith. 

Another reason I conti nued to 
call Saint Augusti ne home is because 
of the environment. St. Augusti ne 
has amazing teachers and faculty 
who will do anything to help you. I 
believe that all my teachers have an 
unlimited amount of love towards 
me and my peers. The teachers at 
St. Augusti ne will not only help 
you during class but also outside 
of class. “I will help you tomorrow 
aft erschool,” just know they will. All 
the teachers will get up at 5 in the 

conti nued on page 2
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morning or stay until 6 in the evening 
just to help you out. The teachers 
do not just support us in School but 
outside of school. You may see your 
math teacher or your homeroom 
teacher at your basketball game  
cheering you on. Overall, St. 
Augustine is a family, and they will 
never let you down. 

Lastly, St. Augustine is 
a Catholic School spreading 
the good news of the Lord, 
and the nuns here also help with that. 
We have three nuns: one as a religion 
teacher, another as a principal, and 
another teacher. I’m glad that Saint 
Augustine assigns nuns to assist us 
throughout our academic career.
This experience makes me think 
greater and better. In conclusion,  
having nuns at St. Augustine has not 
only helped me grow academically 
and morally.

Debora Abera 8th Grade  
Sister Gloria

Why I Love Saint 
Augustine Catholic School

Saint Augustine School works 
closely with students to promote a 
social, academic, cultural, religious, 
and scientific aptitude through 
a multidisciplinary approach. 
Driven by its passion for instilling 
cultural sensitivity, inquisitive 
thinking, and positive change, it  
prepares young kids to be 
tomorrow’s leaders. This institution 

does not only implement rigorous 
academics but helps students grow 
and get exposure to many different 
things in life. 

Saint Augustine is one of the 
most driven student communities 
where students take pride in 
their intercultural qualities. The 
faculty ensures that everyone 
enrolled fosters passion for  
inquisitive thinking, and becomes 
visionaries for the world, putting 
God at the forefront of service 

for others. Most importantly, the 
school promotes service to others 
through its educational programs. 

Not only is St. Augustine 
a Catholic school, but is the 
only school that has three  
nuns who work on staff. These 
nuns guide us and help us to 
grow in our faith. This institution 
infuses many different faith 
practices, however it is able to  
unite everyone, together through 
its Catholic Identity. 

Saint Augustine is in its fourth year of partnership 
with the Youth Leadership Foundation (YLF). A 501© 
non-profit, YLF builds character among youth of our 
Nation’s Capital through its Program for Academic 
and Leadership Skills for girls and the Tenley 
Achievement Program for boys. Professor Edward 
C. Smith co-founded YLF in 1997, building on a 

collaboration with two Catholic Study Centers in the 1970s and 80s. 
During its afterschool program, students in PALS and TAP have a 

mentor who helps them set personal goals and helps to review their 
homework. Each session focuses on a virtue of the day. Students learn 
about the virtues from stories of figures that embody the virtue. The 
students also have the opportunity play in teams for points—both 
sports, and strategy games like chess. Teams also earn points my 
demonstrating diligence, preparation and hard-work and win special 
prizes and field trips. 

Sixth grade Langston Davis was selected as a Hometown Hero 
because of his participation in the YLF boys’ program TAP. He and peers 
from other schools attended a basketball game at George Washington 
University and got a moment of recognition on court during the game 
for his dedication to personal character development in TAP.”

Partnership with Character 
Formation Program
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2018-2019 School Theme: ““Let all of you come together with one mind and one voice,

giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:6)
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Harry Anderson ’53 is a lifelong 
parishioner at Saint Augustine, 
an usher, and a Fourth Degree 
member and a Grand Knight of two 
Knights of Columbus councils. One 
can understand how he won the 
Vincent Brooks Award in 2017 for 
service to the parish because of his 
dedication.

But perhaps even more than 
those facts, Harry Anderson’s life 
embodies our country’s original 
sin of racism, and his life also 
serves as an example for how many 
African-Americans have overcome 
this terrible scourge. His life also 
manifests the value of Catholic 
education.

When Mr. Anderson tells his 
life’s story over a two-hour meeting, 
one can feel a mixture of emotions: 
sadness, anger, and also pride in 
being an American and a Catholic. 
One can feel sadness and anger 
over the various ways that racist 
structures sought to constrict Mr. 
Anderson earlier in his life. 

Much of Mr. Anderson’s 
character was formed in his youth. 
He and his sister would walk to 
school at Saint Augustine School on 
15th Street, N.W., from their family 
home in Georgetown each school 

morning. The young Anderson 
would also deliver morning and 
afternoon newspapers, eager to 
make some extra cash. He took 
great pride in his appearance, even 
if he did not have a great deal of 
money, and he said that having such 
a sense of dignity in one’s person 
was very common among African-
American residents of the city.

Harry Anderson had some 
talent with fashion displays, and 
after graduating from Cardozo 
Senior High School – which he 
attended because Catholic high 
school educational options in the 
city for Blacks were so limited - he 
approached the assistant buyer for 
a District department store about 
helping with the store’s display 
windows. The assistant buyer was 
amenable to hiring Mr. Anderson 
but said that the head buyer would 
need to make the final decision, 
after he came back from a trip to 
Europe. 

In Mr. Anderson’s presence, the 
head buyer told the assistant buyer, 
“You know we can’t hire a Black 
person for that job.”

In the face of such overt 
racism, he decided it would be 
good to have a change of pace. Mr. 
Anderson then served our country 
in the Air Force for four years, from 
1957 to 1961, after graduating 
from Cardozo. When he came back 
for an assignment in Florida from 
1960-1961, after serving in Asia, 
Mr. Anderson was arrested outside 
of Orlando, Fla., along with two 
other African-American airman 
for refusing to move to the back 
of the bus, which was the local 
custom when the bus was riding 

off base.“(Those were) the rules,” 
Mr. Anderson recalled.“I didn’t 
understand that.”

What should have been an 
innocent trip to get a haircut in 
Orlando turned into a “that’s-
the-way-things-are” talk from his 
commanding officer about how 
he should obey the local customs 
and sit behind the white line. Mr. 
Anderson knew the experience in 
Florida might not be satisfactory 
when he attended a meeting at 
his previous Air Force duty station, 
in which Black airmen were told 
that they would not receive the 
same luxury housing amenities 
that White airmen would enjoy in 
central Florida.

Disgusted by this acceptance of 
a moral evil, Mr. Anderson decided 
to leave the Air Force. By the time 
of his 1961 discharge, however, the 
local public bus system gave up its 
policy of racial segregation.

It can make one feel proud 
to be an American that in spite 
of the challenges, Mr. Anderson 
found a way through them. A 
homeowner at the age of 27 even 
though he lacked a college degree, 
he worked two jobs for more than 
10 years to support his family, 
sometimes coming home at 1 a.m. 
on a weekday after clocking out of 
a job at a downtown bank where he 
reconciled check deposits.His work 
ethic and devotion to his duties saw 
him enjoy the American Dream.

But even in that predominantly 
White residential community, 
Peppermill Village near Seat Pleasant, 
Mr. Anderson was approached by a 
White neighbor who asked that Mr. 

continued on page 4
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Anderson’s children not play with 
his. Undaunted by this experience, 
Mr. Anderson later served as 
president of the civic association at 
Peppermill Village and effectively 
lobbied in Annapolis for the Pepper 
Mill Community Center to be built 
off of Addison Road in Seat Pleasant.

He also remembers in 1968, 
Prince George’s County police 
in roadways leading out of the 
District into their county setting 
up roadblocks and requiring Black 
residents to show identification, 
fearful that the riots after Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s assassination would 

spread into Prince George’s County.
Mr. Anderson worked for 

Congress for 27 years, auditing 
campaign contributions for members 
of congress. As his legislative district 
was turning Republican, he decided 
it would be best to retire, and a 
jury summons led him to think he 
could work effectively as a bailiff at 
Circuit Court in Upper Marlboro. He 
worked as a bailiff and clerk there 
for 19 years.

Once can feel a kinship to Mr. 
Anderson, as he spoke about the 
1963 assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy and how it hurt 
him. When he spoke about his wife 
of 40 years, Selma Anderson, who 
passed away in November 2017, 
Harry Anderson’s love for her was 

clear. “She would tell me to not 
say so much and to listen more,” 
he recounted.If every man loved 
his wife like that, and perhaps even 
listened to her, we would have a 
better world!

Sometimes, Mr. Anderson 
breaks down and becomes 
emotional when he thinks of his 
wife and his life at Saint Augustine, 
such as when he received the 
Vincent Brooks Award and when 
Donna (Gaskins) Pasteur ’64 had him 
speak to a class at his alma mater, 
Saint Augustine Catholic School, 
about his experiences. “You’re a 
legend,” she said, encouraging him. 
One student offered Mr. Anderson 
a Kleenex as he tried to compose 
himself.

Development Corner
William Murray

Thank you to all who have 
made tax deductible donations to 
Saint Augustine Catholic School 
during this 2018-2019 school year. 
It’s been quite a challenge for me 
to send out 157 thank you letters 
because of the high volume of 
donations we have received since 
Dec. 1, but this is a “good problem” 
to have!

Since July 1, we had received 
more than $246,000 in donations, 
as of Jan. 10. We have received 
more than 200 donations, so the 
average donation size has been 
more than $1,000. Our Annual 
Fund goal is $475,000 by June 30.

In addition to this initiative, 
we have a $100,000 goal for the 
monthly offertory collection to 
support our parish school. And in 
addition to this support, we have 
been fortunate to receive generous 

support from Holy Redeemer Parish, 
N.W., St. Michael the Archangel 
Parish in Silver Spring, and St. 
Teresa of Avila Parish, S.E. through 
the Archdiocese of Washington’s 
participating parish program.

We are also very grateful to 

Fr. Raymond Kemp and for the 
donors who have given more than 
$110,000 to date to support the 
Fr. Kemp STEM Chair Fund since 
December 2017. 

Your support allows us to make 
Saint Augustine Catholic School 
more affordable, with our tuition 
$6,000 per student. Roughly 25 
percent of our school’s budget 
comes from individual donations 
and foundation support.

One can make a donation to 
support the school through our 
school’s website at www.staug-dc.
org or by mailing in a check in the 
envelope that you can find with this 
newsletter.

You can reach William 
Murray, development director, at  
240-418-5427 or bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org.

William Murray

Overcoming Racism
through Resilience
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Oldest alumna gets ready for 100th birthday
To Catherine (Plummer) Hamilton 

’34, turning 100 years old on March 
7, God willing, is “not such a big deal.”

After all, she met a man at a 
Prince Georges County seniors 
event who was 108 years old. In 
speaking with another senior at an 
event, Ms. Hamilton was told, “Wait 
until you get to be my age.” When 
Ms. Hamilton asked the woman how 
old she was, the answer came back: 
102 years old.

Apparently, turning 100 these 
days isn’t what it used to be, but as 
far as anyone knows, Ms. Catherine 
Hamilton is the oldest living Saint 
Augustine Catholic School alumna.

“God has blessed me with my 
faculties,” Ms. Hamilton says, grateful 
that she has a good memory.

“I amaze people,” she said. They 
don’t expect her to own a computer 
(she purchased one after getting 
frustrated sharing one with her 
son, Bernard Hamilton ’53). Still, 
she is not ready to bring home a 
smartphone quite yet. A landline is 
good enough for her. The hardest 
thing about growing old, she said, 
is seeing so many family members 
and friends pass away. The family 
felt very close to her in-laws, the 
Hamiltons, whom she described as a 
“big, strong, together family,” and it 
has been sad to lose family members 
over time.

She is not sure what the secret 
to longevity is, although she visits the 
doctor regularly and has quarterly 
checkups withher cardiologist. In 
addition, she does not smoke, and her 
doctor told her that Ms. Hamilton’s 
two sisters probably passed away 
as a result of their smoking. She was 
swimming until she was 95 years 
old, when she sold her car, so she 
has lived an active life. She walks 

with a cane these days, so she has 
slowed down.

Ms. Hamilton supports her alma 
mater, Saint Augustine, deciding to 
give the school her financial support 
in 2007-2008, after the Archdiocese 
of Washington closed seven Catholic 
schools in Washington, D.C., sparing 
Saint Augustine solely because the 
pastor and parishioners strongly 
opposed the move and came up 
with a five-year plan to sustain the 
school. True to a Catholic’s guilt, she 
eventually came back to supporting 
the Cardinal’s Appeal, despite her 
misgivings over the school closings.

“It’s still my church,” Ms. 
Hamilton said of Saint Augustine, 
although she is a registered 
parishioner at St. Mary’s in Landover 
Hills. Her son Bernard sometimes 
gives her Sunday bulletins from Saint 
Augustine through nephew Tony 
Spivey, who regularly attends Mass 
at Saint Augustine.

Childhood was not easy, since 
Ms. Hamilton grew up during the 
Depression, and her mother died 
from tuberculous at the age of 
28 in 1928. She began attending 
Saint Augustine School then, after 
her father took her to live in her 
grandmother’s house in the District.

“We were very, very poor,” Ms. 
Hamilton said.

During those difficult times, 
everyone on the block knew each 
other, and they helped each other, 
according to Ms. Plummer. Her 
father, George Plummer, taught her 
how to fix things, such as taking 
apart an iron and replacing parts, as 
opposed to throwing the machine 
out. These skills came handy after 
her family’s move to their house in 
New Carrolton in 1980, since Ms. 
Hamilton did all the electrical work 
in the house, including installing a 
chandelier in the dining room. New 
Carrolton has changed significantly 
in 39 years, going from a nearly 
all-white community to one with a 
strong majority minority population.

Other children made fun of 
young Catherine because she would 
wear clothes that came from a 
Depression-era government relief 
program. She learned to sew and 
would labor late into the night to 
make her dresses to wear the next 
day. Ms. Hamilton is proud that she 
wrote an essay at Saint Augustine 
School that won an award from Fr. 
Alonzo Olds. The parish’s pastor 
would give an award during his 
Friday visits to the school, and one 
week, young Catherine won it. She 
still has the award – a photo of the 
Sacred Heart – and remembers that 
her essay was about a defiant girl 
who wanted to go with her friends to 
the theatre, but her parents opposed 
her wishes. It was raining that 
evening, and since she did not have 
any galoshes, she could not join her 
friends that evening, and she went 
to bed dressed in the clothes she 
would have worn to go out. The next 
morning, she read in the newspaper 
that the roof collapsed at the theatre 
that night, resulting in fatalities.

Catherine (Plummer) Hamilton
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Dr. Monea (Hendricks) Abdul-
Majeed has settled in York, Pa., 
with her husband and three young 
children. She serves as the Racial 
Justice Coordinator at the YWCA 
York, tasked with helping build a 
more inclusive community. 

She attended Saint Augustine 
School through seventh grade, 
before completing her eighth-grade 
education at St. Gabriel School 
in 1996. After graduating from 
Archbishop Carroll High School 
as valedictorian and Washington 
and Lee University in Lexington, 
Va., she earned a doctorate in 
Sociology from Howard University, 
where her concentration was Social 
Inequality due to Race, Gender, and 
Ethnicity. She worked at the U.S. 
Census Bureau for 16 years and 
has taught at Trinity Washington 
University, Montgomery College, 
and Harrisburg Area Community 
College (Pennsylvania). 

Established in 1749, Washington 
and Lee is the alma mater of 
American explorer Meriwether 
Lewis and the late Lewis F. Powell, 
Jr., a Supreme Court associate 
justice. It was a formerly all-white, 

all-male school, and during Monea’s 
time there, she was cast in the 
school had first Black play, studied 
in South Africa, founded the school’s 
first Black Female Alliance, and 
completed an Independent Study in 
Black Feminism. Since that time, the 
school has made significant strides 
to increase diversity and inclusion. 
Monea is very proud to be an alumna.

She feels she learned a great 
deal about African-American 
heritage and history and a sense 
of social responsibility from both 
St. Augustine and Archbishop 
Carroll, in addition to the strong 
academics. She recalls studying the 
speeches and writings of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. in 3rd grade with Sr. 
Stephens. She continued studying 
his philosophy of non-violence at 

Carroll and uses his teachings as the 
grounding force in her work in York. 
She said, “Like Dr. King, I believe in 
the revolutionary concept that love 
has the capacity to transform an 
enemy into a friend…to transform 
an entire society from racism to love 
and acceptance for all.” 

As Racial Justice Coordinator, 
Monea helped convene YWCA 
York’s Leadership Summit during 
the Fall of 2018, where more than 
150 high school students met to talk 
about race and bias. The student’s 
dug deep into systemic racism, 
interpersonal racism, and how to 
be allies. “Leadership Summit gave 
me so much hope. The students 
discussed the Black Lives Matter 
Movement, Islamophobia, Hurricane 
Maria, and stereotypes of Blacks in 
the media. They left the Summit on 
fire for change. I’m grateful to have 
been a part of it.” 

When she’s not teaching or 
spending time with her babies, 
Monea is a yoga teacher. She infuses 
mindfulness techniques to her racial 
justice work and every aspect of her 
life.  

She got married shortly after 
graduating from Armstrong Manual 
Training School at First and O Streets, 
N.W., formerly known as M Street 
High, which was part of a national 
campaign for vocational training for 
African-Americans sponsored by 
Booker T. Washington as a means of 
making racial progress. At the turn of 
the 20th century, M Street High was 
one of only two public high schools 

in DC to admit African-Americans.
Ms. Hamilton, who worked for 

25 years in the federal government, 
most of it with the U.S. Agriculture 
Department, preferred being a 
housewife to working a job. She 
also favored the times when people 
were more reverent at Mass, and she 
thinks folks talk too much and too 
loudly these days in the sanctuary.
She believes strongly in what Jesus 
said to Peter about the apostle being 
a rock that Jesus would build his 

church upon. 
“I’ll stick with them through 

thick and thin,” she said of the 
Catholic Church, annoyed by what 
she sees as the media’s desire to take 
down the Cardinal Wuerl and other 
bishops over the sex abuse scandals.

There are some things, like the 
sign on her driveway that states that 
only Redskins fans may park there, 
that just won’t change.

continued from page 5
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Annual Christmas Show
December 17, 2018
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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