
A Historic Appointment and Powerful Affi  rmation
As of this writi ng, two weeks ago 
Rome announced that Atlanta 
Archbishop Wilton Gregory was 
appointed the new Archbishop 
of Washington.  He is the fi rst 
African American Archbishop in 
the history of our Archdiocese and 
may possibly become the fi rst black 
Catholic Cardinal in the history of 
the Catholic Church in the United 
States.  Interesti ngly, the very fi rst 
public comment beneath the online 
announcement read: “Why are 
people making a big deal about his 
race? Race shouldn’t matt er.” 
Actually the commenter is correct. 
Race shouldn’t matt er. However, 
the sad reality is that race has 
always matt ered when it came 
to what place African Americans 
would have in this country as well 
as in the church in these United 
States.  In fact, being black was 
an automati c disqualifi er for full 
membership. Because of race, 
black Catholics were not allowed 
entrance in Seminaries or Religious 
Communiti es to become priests 
and religious.  Race was the reason 

black Catholics had to sit in the 
back pews of churches, go to Holy 
Communion last or celebrate Mass 
in the church basement. Race 
was the justi fi cati on for refusing 
black children a Catholic school 
educati on(but this didn’t deter black 
Catholics in Washington and the 
future members of St. Augusti ne 
Church to start a Catholic school 
of their own nearly a decade before 
slavery ended in 1865)!  
By appointi ng Wilton Gregory 
Archbishop of Washington, Pope 
Francis has made it emphati cally 
clear that race will NOT be a 

disqualifi er for this very important 
offi  ce in our local and nati onal 
Church in the United States.  But 
there is something more.  At his 
press conference two weeks ago, 
when asked what led him to become 
Catholic as a young boy and aspire 
to the priesthood soon aft er, the 
Archbishop answered: Going to a 
Catholic School.  It was in a Catholic 
school that he was exposed to 
the richness of our Catholic faith 
and culture and the powerful and 
dedicated witness of priests and 
women religious.  
So if you ever doubt the impact 
a Catholic school educati on, like 
the one you support here at Saint 
Augusti ne, can make in the life of one 
black child – even the non-Catholic 
ones – then doubt no longer for 
such a school has produced for us 
the next Archbishop of Washington! 
With you in the Lord’s Vineyard,

Fr Patrick A. Smith
Pastor

From the Pastor
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Strong, Vibrant and Hidden Gems in our Nation’s Capital

In the ten years that I have 
been here at Saint Augustine, 
our school has had our struggles 
and fights, but we have not only 
survived but thrived. The start of 
Spring is a joyous time, and I would 
like to share some highlights about 
our school with you. On March 
28, Saint Augustine School held 
a celebration of cultural diversity, 
which was breathtaking. Diversity 
is not just “color” but it is about 
the ability to relate with others as 
one; in mind, body, soul, and spirit. 
We congratulate our American, 
Ethiopian, Jamaican, Filipino, 
Dominican, Eritrean, Nigerian, and 
our Latino families for making this 
event a success.

Additionally, as we recount all 
the good things that have occurred 
at Saint Augustine, I remain very 
proud of the fact that we are such 
a welcoming place for students 
of all nationalities. We take in 
some students though they have 
challenges, including financial 
restraints. We, as an institution, 
know that we must educate the 
whole child. We know that no 
human being is perfect, so the 
entire school community works 
together to produce a well rounded 
student who can succeed in the 
global society.

Furthermore, regardless of the 
academic performances of students 
when they arrive at St. Augustine, 
they leave our school meeting all 
the requirements to attend any high 
school of their choice. We are so 
proud that the Class of 2019 has 
gained admission to the following 
schools: Georgetown Prep, 
Georgetown Visitation, Gonzaga, St. 
John’s, Archbishop Carroll, Bishop 
McNamara, Academy of Holy Cross, 
and St. Vincent Pallotti. Besides 
celebrating our strong academics, 
diversity, spirituality, I want you to 
know about our athletic success. 
This year our students have won 
numerous trophies from the games 
they played with CYO League. In 
addition, our students have earned 
awards from the Script Spelling Bees 
competition, and the Prudential 
Spirit of Community medal.  

To conclude, I would like to 
applaud this vibrant community, 
teachers, parents, and staff for their 
dedicated service to the students 
of St. Augustine who make up 
the “home of the Saints” in our 
nation’s capital. I want to give 
special mention to Ms. Ross, Dr. 
Williams, Mrs. Browne, Mrs. Riley, 
Mrs. Hanton, Ms. Foersch Connolly, 
and Ms. Francis, and my deepest 
gratitude to the students, parents, 
and members from Saint Augustine 
parish for gracing us.
Sincerely,

Sister Gloriamary Agumagu HHCJ
Principal

From the Principal’s Desk

Students  
Learn About 
STEM Careers

Saint Augustine School Students attended the 33rd Black Engineer 
of the Year Awards STEM Conference, held at the Marriott Hotel from 
Feb. 7-9. This year’s theme was Global Competitiveness. Saint Augustine 
is very interested in preparing students who are interested in pursuing 
careers in the rapidly growing Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) field.

In 2018 the Saint Augustine STEM Team students attendedand 
placed first in a competition sponsored by BEYA. This year, the Math, 
Science, and middle school teachers decided to take every student in 
the middle school to the conference. They believed it a good idea to 
expose all of the students to the event.

Saint Augustine Catholic School is also very grateful for the support 
of its donors, who have given more than $100,000 to support the Fr. 
Raymond Kemp STEM Chair Fund since 2017.
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New Music Teacher
As the strains of a familiar 

Beethoven composition filled 
the wooden stage of the Saint 
Augustine Room, Mr. Marvin Ford 
stopped the recording after several 
minutes.

“What genre is this music?” 
he asked two rows of third grade 
students.

“Classical,” came the answer to 
the bowtie wearing teacher, seated 
at the piano bench.

Ford then spoke about how the 
Ninth Symphony, Beethoven’s final 
symphony and his longest one, is 
also unique among his symphonies 
for being a choral work. Ford 
explained that the Ninth Symphony 
includes a chorus, in addition to 
instrumental music.

Ford came to Saint Augustine 
Catholic School in January and 
serves as the school’s Music 
teacher. Since 2016, he has served 
as director of liturgy and music 

Brahms or Bach, three German 
composers from the 18th and 19th 
centuries, and select two by each 
that they liked. He plans to teach the 
students about Gregorian Chant this 
Spring and explain the relationship 
to this form of music and church. 
Next, he plans to talk to students 
about Mozart and his contemporary 
composers. Previously, he spoke 
to students about hip hop music 
and how it arose after disco in the 
1970s in part as a way for rappers 
to give voice to their concerns 
about the community. Very few, 
if any, students knew that hip hop 
came from disco, he said. 

“I want the students to 
understand that music isn’t just 
about dancing. It has origins and 
gives a platform for people,” he said.

He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Music Theater from Howard 
University. Mr. Ford plays the flute, 
piano, and organ, and he is studying 
the guitar.

at St. Luke’s Catholic Church in 
Washington, D.C. He also taught 
Music for 22 years at Nativity 
Catholic Academy, N.W., before 
coming to Saint Augustine, where 
he taught music from 2005-2008.

“It feels good,” to return to Saint 
Augustine. “I love the kids,” he said 
recently on a warm March day. “I 
love being here.”

Mr. Ford required that his 
students listen to five classical music 
compositions each by Beethoven, 

Former Basketball Coach Larry Jones ‘81 Passes
Larry B. Jones, Jr. ’81, who loved 

playing CYO basketball so much 
while a student at Saint Augustine 
that he came back to coach for 
more than a dozen years, passed 
away in October.

Steve Jones ’88, Larry’s younger 
brother, remembers the 1989-1990 
Saint Augustine Varsity Boys team 
becoming Mid-Atlantic champions 
under Larry’s direction, following 
a tournament victory by the blue-
and-white at West Chester, Pa. 
Larry initially coached the Saints 
boys junior varsity team and took 
over the varsity boys team following 
Steve Benefield’s departure.

The 1990-1991 Junior Varsity 
Boys team from Saint Augustine 

under Jones’ direction became 
DeMatha Christmas tournament 
champions, CYO Division 
champions, CYO City champions, 
and CYO Mid-Atlantic champions, 
on the way to a 20-0 season.

In addition to coaching 
basketball at Saint Augustine, Jones 
taught at St. Thomas More School, 
Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian School, 
and at Spingarn Senior High School, 
and McKinley Tech Senior High 
School. 

Larry graduated from 
Archbishop Carroll High School 
in 1985 and formed the Kalarama 
Youth Association with close friends 
Reginald Walker and Wendall 

REMBRANCE

continued on page 7



Catholic School’s Week Brings  
Community Together

Ronald Riley
Catholic School’s Week (Jan. 

27-Feb. 2) was a tremendous 
success. This year’s theme was 
Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve. 
Lead. Succeed.

The week kicked off with 
very inspirational Sunday Masses 
on Jan. 27. The Saint Augustine 
School choir sang at both the 10 
am and 12:30 pm Masses, and 
given our strong parish support, 
particularly during the last 10 years, 
it was appropriate to begin Catholic 
Schools Week focusing on the 
parish. Scores of Saint Augustine 
School families attended. “If your 
mind can conceive it, and your heart 
can believe it, then you can achieve 
it,” our pastor, Father Patrick Smith, 
encouraged the congregants.

On Monday, Jan. 28, Saint 
Augustine students, staff, and 
volunteers celebrated Community 
Day with a morning prayer walk 
through the community. Later that 
morning, students and volunteer 
prepared sandwiches for the 
homeless. 

The week was filled with 
educational and fun filled 
experiences. The annual Math Bee 

and Spelling Bee featured Saint 
Augustine’s best and brightest 
students going head to head. A 
wonderful Poetry Slam featured 20 
student poets sharing original pieces 
and poetry recitals. The Poetry Slam 
was attended by the Archdiocese 
of Washington Superintendent of 
Schools, Mr. William Ryan.

Each class participated in grade 
level, team building exercises. The 
annual teacher/parent vs. student 
volleyball and basketball games 
were thrillers. The teachers/parents 
won the volleyball matches 3 
games to 2. The students won the 
basketball game 73-72.

The week ended with a very 
informative and spirited Vocational 
Rally.

Students get ready for a morning prayer walk  
through the neighborhood.

First and Second Grade Math Bee winners with Mrs. Katie McDonnell, 
second grade teacher (left), Ms. Claudia Barrios, first grade teacher, and 

Mr. Ronald Riley, Math Department chair and athletic support.

Catholic Schools Week Mass

Third through Fifth Grade winners from the Math Bee,  
with Mr. Ronald Riley, Math Department chair.

2018-2019 School Theme: ““Let all of you come together with one mind and one voice,
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Career Day
March 14, 2019

Franklyn Matthews, a parishioner and 
retired lieutenant colonel from the 
U.S. Army, speaks about serving in the 
infantry and later teaching ROTC at a 
public high school.

Dr. Monica Stallworth, M.D., ’66, talks to 
the students about how Saint Augustine 
School prepared her for success as 
a medical doctor who focuses on 
gerontology.

Doug Hellinger speaks with middle 
school students in the St. Augustine 
Room about how his career fighting 
injustice has focused on empowering 
people at the local level to make change. 
He started when he was a Peace Corps 
volunteer in a small town in Brazil, 
where wealthy landowners did not want 
poor people to have the same access to 
electricity they did.

Dr. Geetanjeli Sheogoblind, a dentist 
and school parent, advises younger St. 
Augustine students how to brush their 
teeth and that they should visit the 
dentist every six months for a cleaning.

Dr. Sheila Overton, M.D., a parishioner, 
speaks in the cafeteria to students 
about her work as an Obstetrician/
Gynecologist.

Dr. April Joy Damian, Ph.D., a 
parishioner, speaks about her work in 
research and advocacy to help bridge 
healthcare inequities in the U.S.

To the 22 members of the Saint Augustine Catholic School 
eighth grade, we say: job well done! Seven students in the class 
scored in the 90th percentile or better on the High School 
Placement Test for Catholic high schools.

Students from the class also received admissions offers 
to Academy of Holy Cross, Georgetown Day, Georgetown 
Prep, Georgetown Visitation, Gonzaga, St. John’s, Stone Ridge, 
Archbishop Carroll, Bishop McNamara, DeMatha, and St. Vincent 
Pallotti.  Congratulations to the students, their families, and their 
teachers!

Congratulations to the Class of 2019
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Alumni Update  •  Alumni Update  •  Alumni Update
In 1967, just six years out of 

college, John F. Leeke ’53 found 
himself in Flint, Mich., working as a 
public elementary school counselor.

After spending second 
through eighth grade at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School and then 
graduating with the third class at 
Archbishop Carroll High School, 
the first integrated high school 
in Washington, D.C., he returned 
to his native Indiana, where his 
grandparents lived, and attended 
Indiana State Teacher’s College (now 
known as Indiana State University) 
in Terre Haute. Even though his 
family moved from Indianapolis to a 
large house on Eighth Street, N.W., 
in Shaw in 1947, Dr. Leeke did not 
attend Immaculate Conception 
School likely because Blacks were 
not made to feel welcome there, but 
instead, his parents enrolled him at 
Saint Augustine, where he became 
a Catholic, as his mother received 
instructions and became a Catholic.

Dr. Leeke became something of 
a trailblazer at Indiana State, since 
his freshman year class had the 
largest number of Black students 
in the college’s history, and he and 
other underclassmen formed the 
first interracial fraternity there, 
which affiliated with a historically 
Jewish fraternity, Pi Lambda Phi.

Life was going well in 1967 in 
Flint, a city that was growing with 
the strength of the U.S. automotive 
industry providing factory jobs 
that helped create a strong black 
middle class. Dr. Leeke and his wife 
of six years, Theresa, enjoyed the 
city, and he was three years into 
working for the Flint Community 
school system and was eventually 
assigned as an elementary counselor 
at a school that was a short drive 
from their house. After studying 
Physical Education at Indiana State, 

he had received a Master’s degree 
in Guidance Counseling from the 
University of Michigan, taking most 
of his courses at the Flint campus.

But 1967 changed everything 
for Leeke, who was a union 
member of the National Education 
Association. That year, he attended 
a conference sponsored by the U.S. 
Justice Department, the NEA, and 
the Michigan Education Association 
focusing on public education in 
Michigan’s 18 urban areas. There, 
Leeke heard talks from community 
members who were “raising hell” in 
local communities such as Detroit 
where Blacks were not treated well 
and voiced their concerns about 
affordable housing, police treatment, 
and a lack of Black teachers and 
administrators, among other issues. 
Leeke found their sentiments very 
compelling.

Dr. Leeke decided to collaborate 
with others in Flint who were 
concerned about these issues and 
they held a similar conference, with 
the blessing of the superintendent 
of schools in Flint. By 1968, his work 
came to the attention of the NEA, and 
he was hired to work on their urban 
and civil rights initiatives. Returning 
to Washington by September, he 
served as a senior staff member 
for NEA working on educational 
and human and civil rights issues. 

During a 17-year tenure there, 
he developed teacher in service 
programs, worked on teacher 
accreditation efforts, developed and 
delivered training programs for NEA, 
State Associations staff, leaders and 
members in diversity, racism, sexism 
and difference.

In 1985, Dr. Leeke left NEA 
and focused the remaining years of 
his career on serving Fortune 100 
companies on issues and programs 
addressing diversity, racism, sexism, 
and cultural change. In addition, he 
helped conceive a program at NEA 
and served as a principal trainer for 
it through which the NEA would 
identify women and people of color 
in the field who could be groomed 
to take on leadership roles within 
NEA and its affiliates. Each cohort 
usually had 10 to 15 NEA members, 
and Leeke called this program “life-
changing” for him and those he 
worked with.

These days, Dr. Leeke is the chair 
of the Pastoral Council and serves 
as a Minister of the Eucharist at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Largo, 
where his wife has been playing for 
more than 40 years and is director of 
music. For the last three years, they 
have lived in Odenton, Md. Dr. Leeke 
is looking forward to celebrating his 
80th birthday in May. The family’s 
oldest child, Michael, is a Philadelphia 
based comic book illustrator. 
Their second-born, Madelyn, who 
graduated from Howard University 
Law School is the Founder and Chief 
Mindfulness Officer for Ananda 
Leeke Consulting. Mark Leeke, his 
third child, lives in Maryland and 
works for DCTV as Senior Multi 
Media Specialist responsible for all 
aspects of broadcast production. 
Matthew, the youngest also lives in 
Maryland and works for WETA as 
Post Production Editor. 

2018-2019 School Theme: ““Let all of you come together with one mind and one voice, 
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Mary McGahey Dwan
Larry Jones ‘81

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.

In Memoriam

...Former Basketball 
Coach Larry Jones ‘81

continued from page 3

Etheridge and helped develop 
Michael Smith, who later played 
for the Wizards, Moochie Norris 
(Houston  Rockets), Steve Francis 
(Houston Rockets), and other 
prominent local players like Lamont 
Morgan (Georgetown University), 
Eric Singletary (Rice University), 
who has guided Sidwell Friends 
into a Top 20 high school basketball 
program in DC, and Curtis Smith 
(Drake University). 

“He was big on defense, big on 

discipline,” Steve recalled about his 
brother. “He was the guy who took 
players who were tough to work 
with and taught them the team 
concept,” he recalled. 

Jeffrey Clay ’90 played for Larry 
Jones from 1984 through 1990. 
“He was very detailed,” Clay said. 
“He wanted to make sure you 
understood the fundamentals of 
the game.” Clay recalls Jones going 
to high school basketball games and 
following players whom he coached 
at Saint Augustine.

“He was like a father,” to 
players, Steve said. “He was stern 
and warm at the same time.” His 

When my son came to Saint 
Augustine in the first grade, he 
was behind the curve in writing 
mechanics and classroom 
socialization, since he came from a 
small, licensed preschool program 
and did not have to sit down for long. 
Saint Augustine’s staff saw Kristian’s 
potential and worked with us. The 
Music teacher capitalized on his love 
for playing the piano by introducing 
him to the drums and giving him 
knowledge about music theory and 
history. He matured and developed 
debating skills through the middle 
school Social Studies class, and 

Mr. Riley (Math Department chair) 
advised us that Bishop McNamara 
was the best high school for him. As I 
speak, Kristian has quickly picked up 
the saxophone at Bishop McNamara 
and is traveling to the University 
of Notre Dame, playing with his 
school’s concert band, with a music 
festival and competition in Chicago 
to follow. Given where he started, it 
is a tribute to the school that Kristian 
could have the confidence to believe 
he could attend Bishop McNamara.
Ms. Greta Elliott-Meredith
Mother of Kristian ‘18

My son has a late September birthday 
and took some time to transition into 
first grade from kindergarten, but he 
has improved by leaps and bounds 
during the last two school years at 
St. Augustine’s.  It’s reassuring as 
a parent that there’s a team that 
is now following his progress, and 
making recommendations to help 
him continue to improve.  My son is 
thriving and looking forward to the 
third grade.
Dr. Geetanjeli Sheogoblind, DDS
Parent

Parent Testimonials

daughter, Amaya Jones, and wife, 
Mecca Jones, survive him. Steve, 
who was seven years younger than 
his brother, said his brother was a 
strong role model.
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