
Welcome to the Home of the Saints! 
Welcome to the Home of the 

Saints! 
I wonder who and when it was 

decided that the “mascot” for Saint 
Augustine Catholic School would be 
the Saints. They could have picked a 
lion or a panther or even a bull dog. 
But saints? While I have no idea 
how this came about, I think it was 
brilliant!  Just think about who the 
saints are: men, women, boys and 
girls who represent the very best of 
who we are and what we could be 
as human beings!  The saints are the 
ones we should aspire to emulate.  

By way of analogy, think 
of a sports arena of a longtime 
professional franchise.  When 
people who gather in the arena 
happen to look up into the rafters 
what do they see?  They see retired 
Jerseys that belonged to the greats 
of the past.  These people were 
not only the best but the best of 
the best!  Everyone, even the very 
young, knows why those jerseys are 
hanging up there and the message 
they are meant to convey: If you 
aspire to master this sport and play 
it at the highest level, then look at, 
study, learn from and finally imitate 

From the Pastor

these outstanding players! By the 
way, it’s the same reason we have 
stained glass windows and statues 
of the saints in church! 

Everyone who visits one of 
our classrooms at Saint Augustine 
always hears the following greeting: 
“Good morning! And Welcome to 
the Home of the Saints!”  We call 
ourselves the “home of the saints” 
not because every child enrolled is a 
model of virtue, but because every 
child is capable, with God’s grace, 
of becoming a model of virtue. It 
seems to me that one quality of 
a truly great teacher is the ability 
they have of seeing more in their 

students than the students can see 
in themselves. If a child blurts out in 
a moment of frustration, “I just can’t 
do math!” the teacher immediately 
and emphatically tells them that, in 
fact, they are more than capable of 
learning math.  

In the movie, “The Lion King” the 
young lion Simba has an unexpected 
vision of his father, Mufasa, who 
died years earlier.  In the vision he 
hears his father say: “Simba, you 
have forgotten me because you 
have forgotten who you are.  Look 
inside yourself, Simba.  You are 
more than what you have become!”  
Like all the saints that ever lived in 
history, with the exception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, they weren’t 
born that way!  But it is this fact 
that should give us great hope.   Our 
patron Saint Augustine put it much 
more simply: “Every Saint has a past, 
and every sinner has a future”.          

You are more than what you 
have become. 

With you in the Lord’s Vineyard,

Fr Patrick A. Smith
Pastor
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Interview with Sister Gloria

In Memoriam
Rev. Charles MacIsaac, 

donor
May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace.

We interviewed Sister Gloria 
Agumagu, HHCJ, principal of 

Saint Augustine Catholic School 
since 2008, after the first full 

week of school in January, upon 
her returning to the school after 
her back surgery in August and 

convalescence.

How do you feel?
It feels good to be back. I feel 

very grateful. By God’s divine 
intervention, I had a successful 
surgery in a situation where similar 
procedures have a 50/50 success 
rate. Any surgery dealing with the 
spine as you know is delicate but I’m 
grateful that God saw me through. 
Through prayers, constant visits 
and support by my fellow Handmaid 
sisters and friends including other 
principals, and the support of 
teachers, parents, students, and the 
understanding of so many, I am now 
back.

Mrs. Lorrain Lee was excellent 
as acting principal and I thank her. 
I am glad she came to support me 
and the staff. With her, I knew that 
the school was in good hands

Do you feel back 100 percent? 
No, I am about 80 percent of 

the way. I still need more time to 
fully recover so I’m taking things 
gently. I have been pushing myself 
for a faster recovery but I think I’ve 
got to be gentle with myself and 
allow healing and recovery to duly 
take its course. I cannot yet drive 
but I’m looking forward to driving 
soon.

What goals do you have for Saint 
Augustine Catholic School?

Our mission is to embrace 
every child who comes to our door 
and make them feel comfortable. 
Basically, our goal is to make every 
student succeed and have the 
benefit of good Catholic education, 
namely holistic formation. 

Specifically, we are working 
towards becoming a Blue Ribbon 
school — School of Excellence. 
I have had some wonderful 
discussions with the teachers and 
staff about this goal. We have to 
work harder in Language Arts. There 
is a lot of differentiation teaching 
work we have to do to reach the 
four or five students in each grade 
who might come to us in a school 
year not performing at grade level. 
The teachers are capable of getting 
the students where they need to 
be. The biggest challenge we have 
is that we do not have all of our 
students from PreK-3 through 8th 
grade begin and finish with us. 
The school suffers student turn 
over— some students start with us 
and sometimes do not finish with 
us, and we receive students from 
public, Charter, and Private schools. 
This sometimes makes positioning 
every student where they should 
be challenging but we always sail 
through because we are Catholic, 

and Catholic schools are learning 
and transformative communities.

Saint Augustine is known for its 
strong Catholic identity. How are we 
doing in that regard? 

I have been looking into the 
Catholic Schools Office’s five-year 
strategic plan which poses the 
question of what does it mean to be 
a Christian and to be a Catholic. And 
we have been molding our students 
distinctively on Catholic Christian 
values. Faith and moral formation 
are integral to education here. The 
Sisters are particularly wonderful 
in the area of faith formation. Our 
students are taught prayers and 
are prayed with. We want to take 
them further into Latin. Mr. Ford, 
our music teacher, has submitted 
lesson plans so that by the end of 
the school year our students could 
follow the Mass in Latin and be able 
to sing the common of the Mass in 
Latin like Kyrie Eleison (Lord Have 
Mercy), Gloria in Excelsis Deo,   
Credo  (I Believe) and Agnus Dei 
(Lamb of God), and other prayers.

You sound excited about the Arts. 
Yes, the arts are a very good tool 

for struggling students in particular. 
Some students who are not doing 
particularly well in academic classes 
can express themselves through 
drawing or acting in a school play. 
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Catholic Schools Week
During Catholic Schools Week 2020 (Jan. 26-Feb. 1), Saint Augustine Catholic 
Schools took to the streets on Monday, Jan. 27, as a part of the daily theme of 
“Celebrating Your Community,” after gathering for Mass the previous day as a part 
of the theme for that day of celebrating the parish.
Clad in yellow scarves that promote school choice, with some students also 
waiving flags representing the countries our students’ families come from and 
other students carrying hand-written signs, our students and staff marched 
around the block on V Street behind a school banner on a brisk morning. 

Mr. Ronald Riley, Math Department chair,  
with the assembled students

A group of middle school female students 
carried pom poms

Sister Bibiana Okoro, HHCJ, director of 
religious education

Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal, rallies 
the students

Catholic Schools Week: Jan. 26-Feb. 1

Upcoming Events
Thursday, March 12 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Please contact Bill Murray, 
development director, at bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org by March 
5 if interested in speaking at this 
event for our PK3 through 8th 
grade school.

Science Fair
Sunday March 29 – Monday, 
March 30
Contact Mrs. Starre Respers, 
Science teacher, at srespers@
saintaugustine-dc.org, for more 
information.

Holy Name Society Eighth 
Grade Prayer Breakfast
Sunday, May 17 at 10:00 a.m.
Eighth Grade Graduation and 
Bacchalaureate Mass

Sunday, June 7 at 10:00 a.m.
St. Augustine Catholic Church
1423 V Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20009
All events take place at the 
school at 1421 V Street, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20009, unless 
otherwise noted. Call the school at 
202-667-2607 or visit our website 
at www.staug-dc.org for more 
information.

2019-2020 school year theme: “If we live in the spirit, let us also follow the spirit.” (Galatians 5:25)



Sixth Grade Student Makes Successful  
Fencing Tourney Debut

When Aaron Moyd first carried 
a saber and learned what it means 
to parry an opponent last year, he 
was not sure he would like fencing.

“How’s this gonna work out for 
me?” the sixth-grade student from 
Saint Augustine Catholic School 
remembers asking himself about 
the combat sport.

He had joined the Saint 
Augustine Fencing Club, 
which means on Mondays and 
Wednesdays after school, part of 
the National Capital Fencing Club 
(NCFC). 

On Feb. 2, Aaron captured 
the Silver medal at the Musketeer 
Circuit Fencing tournament 
Youth U-12 saber event in North 
Bethesda, Md., finishing 2nd.

On Dec. 8, Aaron found himself 
at an NCFC-sponsored tournament 
in Silver Spring, Md., where he 
finished second place in the U-12 
age group, after winning seven 
straight matches and losing his final 
one. Fencers win points through 
their weapon’s contact with the 

opponent, and fencing has been an 
Olympic sport since 1896. 

“I can’t always charge 
somebody,” he said of his lesson 
learned that day. He had fenced 
too aggressively in his final match, 
confident because he had beaten 
his opponent earlier that day. He 
described his mood as being both 
nervous and excited at his first 
fencing tournament. “Aaron has 
been one of our most promising 
students and has developed into 
one of the best fencers in his age 
group in the DC metro area,” said 
Coach George King, head of the 
National Capital Fencing Club 
(NCFC). “He’s tireless and practices 
three days a week, mostly against 
older and more experienced fencers 
who attend other schools.” 

“I was proud of him,” said Aaron’s 
mother, Nicole Scott. “I would like 
to see him do more,” in fencing. 
Aaron’s sister, Airess Moyd, is a 
St. Augustine alumna who attends 
Bennett College, after matriculating 
from Archbishop Carroll High 

School. His niece, Aidan Cobb, is a 
third grade student at St. Augustine.

Fencing did not come easily to 
Aaron during his 2018-2019 fifth 
grade year. “It took a while to like 
it,” he said.

Aaron began to like fencing 
more as he improved his technique. 
“I work hard,” Aaron said of his 
improvement. 

King, who incorporated the 
National Capital Fencing Club as a 
non-profit in February 2018, has 
coached fencing for more than 18 
years, including the last six at St. 
Augustine School. A retired City of 
Alexandria (Va.) narcotics detective 
and former nationally ranked 
fencer, he has coached at least 100 
St. Augustine School students. 

“The program at (St. Augustine) 
is progressing nicely, and we should 
have more students competing in 
the coming year,” King said. There 
are 13 students in the program, 
ages 8 to 14. “All are doing well,” 
King said. “I’m very proud of them.”

Coach George King advises Aaron Moyd during the Dec. 8 fencing tournament in SIlver Spring (left),  
and Aaron fences during his successful tournament debut
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The Giving Season
Bill Murray

For the 2019-2020 school 
year, Saint Augustine Catholic 
School’s budgeted fundraising goal 
is $475,000 from individuals and 
foundations by June 30, 2020.

Through the first week of 
January, more than 200 individuals 
and foundations had given more 
than $285,000 to support our 
parish school, putting this year on 
pace to become the best fundraising 
year in memory and providing a 
guide for how a parish school can 
make its tuition affordable through 
a vigorous fundraising program. 
The vast majority of giving is 
unrestricted, and it goes to support 
school operations. Saint Augustine’s 
2019-2020 tuition is $6,250 per 
student, an amount made possible 
because about 20 percent of St. 
Augustine’s $2.4 million annual 
budget comes through fundraising.

Nearly one-third of the 
fundraising total has come from five 
foundation grants received since 
July 1, 2019 that total $97,500.00.

Since Saint Augustine Parish 
took over daily financing and 
management of Saint Augustine 
School after the 2007-2008 
school year, the school has worked 
diligently to improve its fundraising 
capabilities, spearheaded by Fr. 

Through the first week of January, 
more than 200 individuals and 
foundations had given more than 
$285,000 to support our parish 
school, putting this 2019-2020 
school year on pace to become 
the best fundraising year in 
memory and providing a guide 
for how a parish school can make 
its tuition affordable through a 
vigorous fundraising program. 

$475,000 fundraising goal

$190,000
$189,000

$96,000

remaining goal
From individuals

From foundations

(by June 30)
(byJan. 7)

(byJan. 7)

Patrick A. Smith, pastor, with the 
support of the Parish Finance 
Council. In addition to launching 
a school website (www.staug-
dc.org), for example, the school 
implemented an online giving 
platform. Nearly $20,000 in 
donations each year come through 
the website, an amount that seems 
likely to increase. 

We have built up a database 
of nearly 1,000 email 
addresses of parents, alumni, 
and other friends of the 
school, and many respond 
generously to appeals for 
Giving Tuesday and year-end 
giving appeals.
We have successfully 
generated $100,000 in annual 
contributions from 20 donors 
who pledge to give $5,000 a 
year for five years. Many of 
these donors are St. Augustine 
parishioners.

Where no database existed 
that includes alumni, alumni 
parents, parishioners, parents, and 
other friends of the school, Saint 
Augustine created a database 
that now has more than 4,200 
addresses. The school began 
publishing a quarterly newsletter, 
the St. Augustine Saints newsletter, 
which tells the story of the school 
and its alumni. Many donors use the 
reply envelopes inserted with the 
newsletter to made contributions. 
In addition, we publish an appeal 
letter after Thanksgiving each year 
to take advantage of year-end 
giving opportunities.

We have been able to tell a 
positive story about our school, such 
as our ability to place our eight grade 
graduates at top local high schools, 
including Georgetown Day School, 
Georgetown Prep, Georgetown 
Visitation, Gonzaga, St. John’s, St. 
Vincent Pallotti, Archbishop Carroll, 
Bishop McNamara, DeMatha, Don 
Bosco Cristo Rey, Duke Ellington 
School for the Performing Arts, and 
Elizabeth Seton. The school also has 

continued on page 6
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continued from page 1

an impressive aftercare program, 
with clubs and activities ranging 
from cheerleading and basketball, 
to chess, Reading Circle, drama, 
and fencing. Over time, we also 
have done a better job of promptly 
thanking donors.   

foundation fundraising total, St. 
Michael the Archangel Parish in 
Silver Spring, under the leadership of 
Rev. Msgr. Eddie Tolentino, pastor, 
has become a participating parish 
in recent years, and it generously 
supports Saint Augustine Catholic 
School. Speaking of St. Michael, 
Mr. Doug Hellinger, husband of 
a late St. Michael teacher, set up 
the Diana Hellinger Education and 
Justice Fund in her memory at St. 
Augustine three years ago, and 
the Fund generally solicits at least 
$14,000 in individual contributions 
each year, with all donors being first 
time givers to our school.

Our school also has a 
successful partnership with the 
Youth Leadership Foundation (YLF), 
a afterschool and summer program 

that focuses on character formation, 
mentorship, and academic skills, 
and YLF’s scholarship contributions 
and rent payments go toward 
St. Augustine’s individual and 
foundation fundraising total.  St. 
Augustine began hosting an annual 
Major Donor Dinner in the rectory 
each February, followed by a Career 
Day at the school in March that over 
time would allow dozens of donors 
a chance to talk about their careers 
and interact with our students.

Thank you to all our donors 
for your generous support of our 
school! We pray for our donors’ 
well-being, and we hope that 
more Catholic schools can launch 
development programs to make 
their schools affordable to working 
class families.

Since 2017, the school 
has received more than 
$120,000 in donations 
to support the Fr. Kemp 
STEM Chair Fund, in honor 
of our former pastor, Fr. 
Raymond Kemp, and 
his 50th anniversary of 
priestly ordination. Many 
of these donors have been 
first-time givers to Saint 
Augustine Catholic School.

The Giving Season

The school successfully applied 
to the Combined Federal Campaign 
and United Way workplace giving 
programs to enable District of 
Columbia and federal government 
workers to make donations through 
payroll deduction to support our 
PreK3 through 8th grade school. 
More than $28,000 yearly comes 
through the CFC and United 
Way programs to support our 
parish school. We have received a 
substantial amount of support from 
parishioners at the Church of the 
Nativity, which closed its parish 
school following the 2007-2008 
school year, and the parish of two 
of our teachers, Dr. Olga Williams 
and Ms. Jacquelyn Thornton. 

In addition, while the funds 
are not part of our individual and 

Alumni Update  •  Alumni Update

Shawna Harris-Lenoir ’12 is 
planning to graduate from Elon 
University in North Carolina with 
her bachelor’s degree in May. 
Shawna studied in South Africa 
through the university’s Global 
Engagement Program during the 
Winter Break 2020, and she also 
attended the 2019 Justice for 
Black Girls National Conference in 
Harlem, N.Y., in October. 

She has also served as a mentor 
through Elon’s Student Mentors 
Advising Rising Talent (SMART) 
program and served as the Elon 
chapter president for the National 
Council of Negro Women. Shawna is 
an alumna of the Thurgood Marshall 
Academy Public Charter High 
School in Southeast Washington. 
She joined the Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority and would like to attend 
law school.

Shawna grew up in the District 
of Columba and was received 
into the Catholic Church at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School in 2010, 
part of a group of 17 students who 
were received into the Church at 
Easter Sunday, which led to The 
Washington Post to write a front-
page story about the development.

Shawna Harris-Lenoir ’12.
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Alumna has proud family history

From her ancestor Paul 
Jennings, born into slavery in 
1799 at the service of James 
Madison before, during and after 
his presidency, including saving 
the portrait of George Washington 
when the British burned the White 
House during the War of 1812, 
Mrs. Toliver is proud of how her 
family members have consistently 
over-achieved. After Dolly Madison, 
having fallen on hard times, failed 
to honor her late husband’s wishes 
that Mr. Jennings be given his 
freedom, the latter purchased his 
liberty from Daniel Webster in 
1845 and soon purchased his wife 
and children’s freedom.

One can point to Mrs. Toliver’s 

sister, Margaret Hayes Jordan ’57, 
the first African-American to receive 
a degree from the Georgetown 
University School of Nursing. 
Among her many accomplishments, 
which have included serving as 
a director of the Dallas Federal 
Reserve and on the boards of 
publicly traded companies, is her 
board service at James Madison’s 
Montpelier Foundation, named 
after the Virginia plantation where 
Paul Jennings was born into slavery. 
In 1972, she earned a Master’s 
in Public Health from University 
of California at Berkeley, and the 
Berkeley Public Health program 
honored her recently.

Born in Freedman’s Hospital, 
Angela Hayes-Toliver moved 
with her family at the age of 6 
from Arlington, Va. Her father, 
Jerome Hayes, Sr., passed away 
from heart disease at the age of 
44, but in his relatively short life, 
he left an indelible impression. A 
District native, he owned a moving 
company that had a license to 
conduct interstate moves during a 
time when relatively few African-
Americans had such opportunities. 

Determined that his children 
would receive a Catholic education 

during a time when few Catholic 
schools in the District of Columbia 
admitted Blacks, Mr. Hayes joined 
Saint Augustine Catholic Church 
and became a Catholic, later joined 
by his wife, Ellen Early Hayes, who 
did not want the family divided 
between the Episcopalian faith and 
Catholicism. While Mrs. Hayes was 
a member of Our Lady’s Sodality 
at Saint Augustine, Mr. Hayes 
embraced his new faith fervently, 
befriending the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence and later sending 
his only son, the Jerome Hayes, 
Jr. ’58, to Divine Word Seminary 
for minor seminary, determined 
that one of his children would 
become a priest of nun. Young 
Jerome apparently did not have a 
vocation, leaving the seminary in 
his sophomore year. Mrs. Toliver 
attended Saint Augustine from 
Kindergarten through 8th grade, 
before matriculating to Immaculate 
Conception Academy for high 
school. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Hampton University, 
where she graduated, even though 
her mother passed away during 
exam week one year, and an MBA 
from Howard University. In 2018, 
she retired after a 38 year degree 
in public service, including 25 years 
at the Health and Human Services 
Department, where she helped the 
Healthy Start program to lower 
infant mortality become established 
and successful in environments as 
diverse as Alaska, Puerto Rico, and 
Indian reservations.

Between her travels to places 
like Israel, these days Mrs. Toliver 
enjoys pulling out her phone and 
showing photos of her fellow ICA 
and Saint Augustine alumni. “We 
have a connection,” she said. “It was 
a wonderful place to grow up in,” 
she says of the District of Columbia. 

Angela Hayes-Toliver ’67 has a radiant look when she talks about her family history.

2019-2020 school year theme: “If we live in the spirit, let us also follow the spirit.” (Galatians 5:25)

Angela Hayes in 1958 while a St. 
Augustine kindergarten student.

Angela playing a nun with two St. Augustine friends.
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