
At St. Augustine Catholic 
School we haven’t 
invented anything new 
but breathed new life 
into a tried-and-tested 
educational model.

The parish elementary 
school model was initially 
an alternative to the 
public school system, 

where many Catholics felt unwelcome in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries partially due to the anti-Catholic bias 
prevalent at the time.   

As Bishop Edward Braxton of Belleville (Ill.) pointed out in 
a 1996 essay on the African-American apostolate, Catholic 
education was always tied to the church’s mission of 
evangelization.  Many African-American parents came from 
the South, and as many moved into northern cities like 
Chicago, Detroit, New York, Philadelphia and Washington, 
DC, they eagerly sought out Catholic schools, known for 
their discipline, religious instruction and academic rigor.  
Many converted to the Catholic Faith as well.  

Then something happened.  During the tumultuous times 
of the late 1960s and 1970s, there was a mass exodus of 
priests and religious and a subsequent rapid decline of 
new vocations.  Ethnic whites left the city along with their 
parishes and schools in droves, taking with them a wealth 
of resources that they used to reinvest in new parishes and 

schools in suburban areas.  Additionally, with the decline of 
the religious, the costs to operate Catholic schools escalated 
as we hired more lay teachers to staff our schools. 

Many Catholic leaders started to see our urban Catholic 
schools as primarily beneficiaries of charity rather than as 
central instruments in the Church’s work of evangelization 
as was the case in the 1940’s and 50’s. As these schools 
began to operate on wider deficits, dozens closed in cities 
like Boston, Chicago, Detroit, New York and Washington 
beginning in the 1980s. 

In November of 2007 our parish successfully petitioned the 
Archbishop of Washington to have St. Augustine Catholic 
Church re-assume the daily operational management of our 
school and in so doing the parishioners, alumni and friends 
of our school began the critical work of doing our small part 
to reverse the tragic trend of urban black Catholic schools 
closing.

True to the parochial school model, St Augustine school 
provides an excellent and competitive education below 
the actual cost without any compromise in quality as 
demonstrated by the outstanding Catholic high schools that 
our graduates attend.   The presence of Religious Sisters 
(Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus) continues to solidify our 
Catholic mission and our student’s exposure to the Faith.

Perhaps you know of a family that would benefit from an 
$8,500 Catholic education but for a more affordable $5,100.  
Your generosity has made this possible.

From the Pastor
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St. Augustine Boys 
Varsity Team Captures 

AAU Tournament

WAMU 88.5 FM features 
St. Augustine Catholic 

School

Recalling the glories of old, the St. Augustine 
Varsity Boys basketball team won the AAU U-14 
Youth Tournament at Oxon Hill High School in 
late December.

In addition to capturing the 16-team tournament 
by winning its four games, the Saints finished 
their CYO season 5-3, playing their games on 
Sundays at St. John’s College High School. 

“We’re new, so we’ve got to get over some 
hurdles,” said Varsity Coach Kevin  Jones, Sr., 
reflecting on the team’s playing in a lower division 
this season and having to play its first round 
playoff game on its opponent’s home court on 
a day when it usually doesn’t play. He is in his 
second season coaching the Saints. “When we’re 
at full strength, we’ve a very strong team,” he 
said. The team occasionally faced challenges with 
game day and court switches, which resulted in 
the team playing a few key games shorthanded.

Half the 10-player team is comprised of St. 
Augustine Catholic School students, while 
four additional players take CCD classes at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church and are parishioners.

Jessica Gould, a reporter with Washington, D.C.’s National 
Public Radio station, WAMU (88.5 FM), recently reported on 
St. Augustine Catholic School for the station’s weekly “Metro 
Connection.” The segment, “The Past, Present and Future of 
a School Founded by African Americans,” aired on Jan. 27-28. 

To listen to the five-minute segment, which features comments 
by Rev. Patrick Smith, pastor of St. Augustine Catholic School, 
Mrs. Andrea (Verstraete) Stallworth, a school parent, Sister 
Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, our principal, and LelloNegera ’12, 
please visit our website at www.staug-dc.org and go to our In 
the News section.

At St. Augustine, Working and Middle class families 
and Upper Middle class families alike are able to 
benefit from the same opportunity for their children 
to receive an excellent and competitive Catholic School 
education.  In the history of parochial schools in the 
U.S., this is our finest legacy.

For these reasons and more, I offer my sincere thanks 
for your support as we continue with the tried-and-
tested model of a successful Catholic School education 
in our Nation’s Capital.   

Sincerely,

Fr. Patrick A. Smith
From the Principal’s Desk

After taking care of your family and your loved ones, please consider including St. Augustine Catholic School of 
Washington, D.C. in your will or bequest.

Please consult with an attorney. For more information about how your will and bequest can assist St. Augustine 
Catholic School, please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org or 240-418-5427.

From the Pastor

Planned Giving Corner

continued from 1st page 

2

(Front Row, right to left) James Hampton, Laron Riddick, Mike Mills, Demonte Hines, Desoto 
McKenzie (Top Row, right to left) Desoto McKenzie (Parent Helper), Ronald Hammond, 
Dakwan Jamison, Kevin Jones (Head Coach), Luther Anderson, Troy Johnson, Louis Wingfield, 
Robert Thornton (Assistant Coach)



From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Alumni, Parents, 
Parishioners & Friends,

As the academic leader 
at St. Augustine Catholic 
School, I wanted to 
draw your attention 
to very promising 
developments at our 
school.

Along with several 
other schools in the 
Archdiocese, we are 
piloting this year a web-

based tool to both improve the academic performance 
of our students and give teachers a leg up to better 
access their progress. It is called Success Maker. All of 
our kindergarten students who began our school in Pre-
Kindergarten are now reading and testing at the first 
grade level, with one student even reading at second 
grade level. I am proud that a number of our Pre-K and 
Kindergarten students are reading and testing at first and 
second grade levels. Success Maker enables our students 
from Pre-K through third grade to take on progressively 
harder exercises above their grade levels, as they become 
better.

We all know that effective early childhood education is a 
key to success in elementary school. Under the direction 
of Mrs. Delores McDonald, with teacher’s aide Mrs. 
Delores Grymes, our Pre-K program has 21 third and 
four-year old students this year. By the end of PreK(4), all 
students are reading or recognizing words. We even have 
3-year old students who can read! Mrs. McDonald reports 
that many four-year old Pre-K students can recognize 
adverbs and nouns, beginning and ending sounds and 
understand sentence structure – how sentences begin 
with a capitalized word and end in a period. 

Many of these students also understand the definition of 
a compound sentence. The Pre-K students can count by 
5s and 10s, and Mrs. McDonald reports that some want 
to start counting by 2s. 

If that weren’t good enough, Mrs. McDonald and Mrs. 
Grymes also use phonics and a differentiated instruction 

strategy. They have four reading groups based on ability 
and age, for example. The first and second group by this 
time of the school year can read. The third group, which 
is younger, can recognize letters.  A 30-year teaching 
veteran, Mrs. McDonald is in her second year at St. 
Augustine School.

Hello Polynomials! Mr. Ronald Riley, our middle school 
mathematics teacher, is teaching our 28 eighth grade 
students Algebra I during the fourth quarter of the school 
year. This is the third year that Mr. Riley has taught Algebra 
I to the eighth graders in the final quarter. He decided 
to implement Algebra I after learning about the Honors 
Algebra and Algebra I requirements at leading schools 
such as St. Anselm’s Abbey and St. John’s College High 
School. Mr. Riley is always very anxious to best prepare 
our students for success in high school and beyond.

This year is the final year that we’re using the Terra Nova 
standardized test to measure our students’ abilities in 
Math and Reading Comprehension. Instead of using Terra 
Nova, we will be using the Performance Series next year.

Congratulations are in order to St. Augustine Chess Club 
coaches, Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe Campbell and Mr. Onianwah, 
for the success of our Inaugural Chess Tournament on 
March 31! Twenty-four students from St. Augustine 
and local schools such as Bancroft Elementary, Hyde 
Elementary, Langdon Elementary and Tyler Elementary 
competing during the three-hour tournament, which was 
sponsored by the U.S. Chess Center, whose founder and 
president, David Mehler, visited our event. In the Pre-K 
through 3rd Grade category, Ke’ola M. Campbell from 
St. Augustine captured second place, while Chiedozie 
Onianwah from St. Augustine grabbed third place.

I invite you to visit St. Augustine School for a tour. 
Please call me at 202-667-2608 or send me an email 
to sistergloria@saintaugustine-dc.org. Thank you very 
much for supporting our mission.

Sincerely,

Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ
Principal
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St. Augustine student competes in 
international fencing tournament

Cardinal Wuerl mentions  
St. Augustine School  

in column

Straight A student.Student body president. Convert to Catholicism. You can add to 
those attributes about Lello Negera ‘12: tournament fencer.

Interviewed by the likes of The Washington Post and WAMU FM 88.5 during 
the last two years, Lello Negera has made quite a splash during her years at St. 
Augustine Catholic School.  From February 3-5, she competed at the Capitol Clash 
SYC and Cadet 2012 tournament at the Gaylord National Resort and Conference 
Center in National Harbor, Md., sponsored by the National Fencing Foundation of 
Washington, D.C.

Although Lello just took up fencing through the St. Augustine School Fencing Club in 
November 2011, she has quickly learned to fence well. “He told me I was a natural,” 
the diminutive eighth grader said of her Coach George King of the St. Augustine 
School Fencing Club. Lello said that fencing is a much different kind of competition 
from basketball and cheerleading.

Lello is one of a handful of students from the District of Columbia to participate in 
the 

international event, and she competed in the Y-14 Women’s Saber and Y-14 
Women’s Foil.

Donald Cardinal Wuerl of Washington made prominent 
mention of St. Augustine Catholic School in his weekly column 
in the Catholic Standard, “The Teachings of Christ,” referring to 
the conversion of 31 children from the parish school that took 
place during the Easter Virgil 2010-2011.

In the Jan. 17 issue, His Eminence wrote a column entitled 
“Reproposing Catholic Schools Instruments of the New 
Evangelization.” In the fourth paragraph, Cardinal Wuerl 
wrote, “For example, at Saint Augustine School in Washington, 
a number of students have been received into the Church 
through the Rite of Christian Initiation over the past two years.”

Cardinal Wuerl oversees nearly 100 Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Washington, whichincludes Washington, D.C., 
and five counties in Maryland. 

Cardinal Wuerl visited St. Augustine Catholic School in January 
2010, after hearing that more than 20 school childrenwere 
enrolled in the Rites of Christian Initiation program.

The second oldest parish school in Washington, D.C., St. 
Augustine Catholic School was founded in 1858 by free men 
of color and emancipated slaves. It educates more than 
195children in PreK(3) through 8thgrades.

To read the column, please visit the St. Augustine Catholic 
School website at www.staug-dc.org and visit our In the News 
section.

Albert “Butch” Hopkins ’53, chief executive officer 
and president of Anacostia Economic Development 
Corporation, was called the “Ralph Nader of community 
services,” by The Suit Magazine in their January 2011 
issue. Former St. Augustine CYO basketball player and 
Friend of Fr. Kemp, Butch was profiled in the issue.

AEDC during the last 35 years has developed retail 
facilities, office buildings, residential properties and first 
time residences, while generally improved the quality of 
life for the Anacostia Southeast D.C. community.

Sgt. Thaddeus Harrington 
has successfully completed 
his deployment to Iraq and 
Kuwait with the Maryland 
National Guard’s 29th 
Combat Aviation Brigade. 
He serves as a public affairs 
officer.

Ryan Washington ’10, a 
sophomore at Gonzaga 
College High School, is 
serving a one-year term as 

the District of Columbia’s youth mayor.

Do you have any news to share for the St. Augustine Saints 
newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org or 240-418-5427.
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Alumni Testimonials

An Oblate Sister  
changed my life

The teachers at my 
former school, a 
parochial school in the 
DC area, told my mom 
that I was not reading 
on grade level and 
that I needed extra 
help. After I arrived 

at St. Augustine, they assured my mom 
that I would receive the necessary help, 
and they fulfilled that promise ten times 
over.

Sister Stephen Beauford, OSP, went 
above the call of duty. Not only did 
she teach me the traditional 3 R’s, 
“wRiting, Reading and ‘Rithmetic,” 
she also taught me the importance of 
Reflection, Relationships and Resilience. 
I have many fond memories of her 
making me do an assignment over 
because it was sloppy, or making me 
read Scriptures aloud, “with expression” 
(as she used to say). She gave me the 
opportunity to read Scriptures during 
Mass, which developed my passion for 
public speaking. She molded me into a 
quality student, a hard worker, and into 
a professor who would one day teach 
hundreds of students “with expression.”

Monea Tamara (Hendricks) Abdul-
Majeed ‘96 
Valedictorian at Archbishop Carroll 
High School ‘00. Ph.D. in Politics and 
Sociology, Howard University

My love for journalism 
started at St. Augustine

My name is Brittany 
Marshall and I am 
pursuing my graduate 
degree in journalism 
at Northwestern 
University. 

St. Augustine is 
and will always be 

considered family to me. I attended St. 
Augustine’s from K-8th grade. I grew 
up in that school. The teachers meant 
so much to me. They were there for me 
whenever I needed them and truly were 
invested in me not just as a student 
but also as a person. I thank them for 
giving me support and uplift whenever 
I needed them especially Mrs. Lee, Mrs. 
Collins, Mrs. Hanton and Ms. Mann. 

After graduate school, I want to become 
a sports sideline reporter in Washington 
D.C. and eventually become sports 
reporter for ESPN. My love for journalism 
started at St. Augustine. In 6th grade, I 
was lucky to have Ms. Kathleen Mann 
as my English teacher. She challenged 
me in a way that not many have ever 
done. She instilled the framework of 
English and writing in my life. She was 
truly one of the main reasons I love to 
write and decided to be a journalist. 

At St. Augustine, I started my journalism 
work as a writer and editor for the 
school’s newsletter. In 8th grade, 
I represented St. Augustine in the 
Calcium Challenge at the Smithsonian 
Museum. I did a full broadcast news 
story as a contestant. It opened my eyes 
to broadcast journalism. These were my 
first introductions into journalism and 

I thank St. Augustine for guiding me to 
my lifelong passion. 

St. Augustine instilled in me the basis 
of the Christian faith. The teachings of 
the Bible and religion are still part of 
my everyday life. Also, St. Augustine’s 
taught me about the history of my 
people. This is the one subject that no 
other school I have attended has been 
able to match. I am more educated in 
the history of African Americans than 
many people I know and I credit St. 
Augustine’s for that education.

Brittany Marshall ’03 Valedictorian
Penn State University ’11 (B.A. 
Journalism)

New Science 
Teacher

In January, Mrs. 
Celeste Behrens 
came to St. Augustine 
Catholic School to 
serve as our long-
term substitute 
Science Teacher, 
replacing Mrs. 
Tasneem Durrani, 

who is on sick leave. 

A native of New Orleans, Mrs. Behrens 
was raised the oldest of six children in 
her family. She comes from a family of 
teachers, with her father, sister and one 
brother also serving as teachers. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education and also holds a Master of 
Science in Teaching.

She has taught in the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans and Washington, in addition to 
teaching at Jesuit High School in New 
Orleans and the Montgomery County 
Public Schools in Maryland. 

“In enjoy teaching the students Science,” 
Mrs. Behrens said. “I love engaging 
the students in the Scientific Method 
through labs. I try to use common 
materials and the Student’s back 

In Memorium

Ralph Dwan Jr.
Rita Grillo ‘95

Chief Solomon Agumagu
Please pray for the deceased.

5



ground and interests as references for the Science content.  I 
try to utilize different modalities in these presentations.”

Married to a certified public accountant, Mrs. Behrens has 
one son who is in the University of Maryland’s Bioengineering 
doctoral program. “We have season tickets to Maryland 
football games and also enjoy going to soccer and basketball 
games. Being from New Orleans, I am of course a Saints fan. 
I love to cook, read and do needlework in my spare time. I 
am looking forward to furthering the students’ interest and 
knowledge in science,” she said.

New Title I Teacher Rachel McMullin
St. Augustine Catholic School’s new Title 
I teacher this school year is Mrs. Rachel 
McMullin, who replaces Ms. Akemi 
Johnson. Mrs. McMullin previously served 
as the Title I teacher at St. Thomas More 
Academy in Southeast Washington. 

“The first few months at St. Augustine 
have been great,” Mrs. McMullin said.“The 

students are respectful. The teachers, staff, and administration 
have been very supportive. Parents have also been very easy 
to talk to about their children’s work.”

“My goal for my work at St. Augustine is for all my students to 
keep making improvements in their education,” Mrs. McMullin. 
“They have been working hard striving to meet their goals, 
and I plan to work hard to continue their improvements.” 

A native of Douglassville, Pa., Mrs. McMullin received her 
undergraduate degree from Frostburg State University, and 
her Master’s degree from Western Governors University. 
She moved to Frederick County, Md., when she was 13 and 
continues to reside there.

“Parents of Title 1 students can be supportive by following 
up with their child on what they are learning in Title 1,” Mrs. 
McMullin said.

Mrs. McMullin, who works for Learn It Systems Non-Public 

School Division, teaches students who qualify for help in 
reading through the Title I program, a federally funded 
program linked to No Child Left Behind.  

Mrs. McMullin previously worked in a Catholic School as 
the technology teacher while also teaching professional 
development and continuing education classes for other 
Catholic school teachers in the Baltimore Archdiocese.

From the Student Body President
Lello Negera ’12

Here at Saint Augustine, we try to follow 
in the footsteps of Jesus. We are actively 
involved in many activities. However, 
I will just focus on our outreach to the 
community. Helping our community is a 
very important thing to do at my school.           

In late October, my school participated in 
our annual Walk for the Homeless sponsored by the Fannie 
Mae Corporation. We walked all around the community 
chanting “Help the homeless, help help the homeless.” People 
on the street were looking at us and smiling. As I looked at 
their stares, it dawned on me that maybe they were smiling 
thinking to themselves, “It’s good that people care, and it’s 
even better that it is the younger generation who is trying to 
make a difference.”

My class wrote letters of encouragement for the parishioners 
who were sick and had an opportunity to visit a senior citizen’s 
center.

Also, our school collected over a thousand pounds of food to 
support the annual food drive. All donations collected were 
given to assist the Little Sisters of the Poor, who help the less 
fortunate located in the Northeast part of Washington, D,C.

It makes me very proud to say that the students of Saint 
Augustine Catholic School have tried to follow in Jesus’ 
footsteps. In conclusion, I know that my eyes are open and 
ready to assist all in need for I know that “I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

St. Augustine teams earn top prizes 
at Bible Quiz competition

Showing their superior knowledge of the Bible, a group 
of St. Augustine Catholic School students took home 
two prizes at the First Annual Bible Quiz competition 
on March 3, sponsored by the Sodality Union of the 
Archdiocese of Washington.

In the 12 to 17 year old category, the St. Augustine 
Catholic School team earned First Place. In the 9 through 
12 year old category, the St. Augustine Catholic School 
team earned Second Place. The competition took place 

at St. Hugh of Grenoble Parish in Greenbelt and featured 
six parishes. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, S.E, St. Thomas More 
Catholic Academy, S.E., St. Anthony Catholic School, 
N.E., St. Benedict the Moor, N.E., and St. Joseph 
Parish of Largo competed against St. Augustine in the 
competition, which was open to Catholic schools and 
CCD programs. The St. Augustine Catholic School teams 
earned $150.00 in prize money for the school.
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St. Augustine Eighth Grader wins  
Prudential volunteer award

Christmas Program December 15, 2011 – The Nativity Scene

She plays the violin and dances. She’s acted in productions of 
“Bye Bye Birdie,” “Beauty and the Beast” and “Hello Dolly.” She 
earned straight A’s in her seventh grade year and has received A’s 
in a majority of her subjects this school year.

Add to GhelatiaAraia’s resume that she last month she earned 
the 2012 Prudential Spirit of Community Award.  Ghelatia, who 
has attended St.  Augustine since fourth grade, will receive a 
$1,000 award and an engraved medallion in May at St. Augustine 
from Newark, N.J.-based Prudential and will be entered into the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award.

“I have had so many opportunities, thanks to Sister Emmanuella 
(Ladipo) and Sister Gloria (Agumagu),” Ghelatia said of the two 
principals who have served at St. Augustine since she first enrolled 
in 2007. “This is my second home. The environment here is warm 
and welcoming.” 

Ghelatia, whose parents are from the East African nation of Eritrea, 
is active at the Sitar Art Center in Washington, where she plays 
the violin and dances. She is also active in For Love of Children, 
which provides educational services beyond the classroom for 
students from elementary school through high school.

Ghelatia is preparing for her confirmation at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Arlington, where she also volunteers through a 
community service activity for young people.  

Joseph – Samuel Merga – 
Grade 7 — Mary – Dominique 
Cravins – Grade 7 — Baby 
Jesus – Sarah John Sockwell

Left to right -  Kimber 
Dickson- Kindergarten, Nya 
Mozelle-First Grade, Marie  
Munu-Fourth Grade, Tyler 
Owens-Kindergarten 

and back row Tyree Marshall—
Sixth Grade,  Krystal Hunter-
Eighth Grade,  Qasin Nur-Fifth 
Grade, 

Left Front looking at Baby —
Marlenis Hernandez—Second 
Grade

Donna Gaskins Pasteur ’64, a parishioner at St. Augustine 
Church who is a member of the church’s Sodality, brought 
the 2012 Prudential Spirit of Community Award to the 
school’s attention and helped Ghelatia complete the 
application.

She has earned admission into Archbishop Carroll High 
School with a scholarship offer and will wait to hear about 
her application for admission to Sidwell Friends School 
before deciding which school she’d like to attend for high 
school. 
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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