
Alumni, Parents, Parishioners and 
Friends,

I hope you are having a good and fruitful 
Advent season!  I want to begin my column 
with a word about our new Pope.  A number 
of things have fascinated and inspired me 
about our Holy Father, Pope Francis.  Not 
the least of which has been his simple 
gestures of kindness, thoughtfulness and 
compassion; simple gestures that have 
made a dramatic impact.  Pope Francis 
literally gives you the impression that the 
once popular acronym “WWJD” or “What 
Would Jesus Do?” is a question he takes 
personally and seriously every day!  

At Saint Augustine we take Christ’s example seriously 
as well.  A famous proverb many attribute to Saint 
Bernard of Clairvaux states: The road to hell is paved 
with good intentions.  At Saint Augustine we take the 
other road; the one paved with conscious and deliberate 
action!  Six years ago when Saint Augustine School along 
with seven other parochial schools were recommended 
for closure and conversion into public charter schools, 
we (clergy, parishioners, alumni, principal, staff, parents, 
friends) took the action necessary to not only survive, 
but to thrive.  

Our pursuit of this heavenly path of good deeds has 
paid off.  Our enrollment has bounced back from 175 
in 2007-2008 to 205 today.  Twelve new students are 
seeking baptism this year and our students continue to 

grow academically and spiritually. This 
has been made possible through the 
commitment and hard work of so many 
who make tax deductible donations to 
support our school. Last school year, 
individual donors and foundations gave 
more than $320,000 to our school. This, 
along with a dedicated and hard-working 
staff and dozens of volunteers who give 
generously of their time, are what have 
made Saint Augustine School what it is 
today. 

As we enter into this Advent season in 
preparation for Christmas, we are grateful 

to God who is NOT all talk, but no action!  On the contrary, 
God’s talk became action in the person of Jesus Christ 
born in the manger.   Not only did God our Father have 
“loving feelings” for us  but he showed that he loved us 
by taking the concrete action of sending us his Only Son, 
to be born of the Virgin before being nailed to the cross.  
Now, THAT’S love!  As my earthly father loved to say to 
us at home: L-O-V-E without A-C-T is just four letters on a 
page doing absolutely nothing!   

I am proud to say that Saint Augustine School is not an 
institution sitting on “V” Street doing nothing!  No, we are 
doing the work of God.  And it is an honor to share in this 
Godly work with you!  

Sincerely in Christ, our Soon-coming King, 
Rev. Patrick A. Smith

From the Pastor
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Designate St. Augustine School 
through the CFC and United Way 

workplace giving programs

St. Augustine Catholic School
A snapshot of our students

Mount Vernon Field Trip: November 1

Happy Halloween from St. Augustine 

Parents, alumni, parishioners and friends of St. 
Augustine Catholic School should consider giving to 
the school through workplace giving this year. 

Federal government workers can support our 
educational programs for our 204 PreK3 through 
8th Grade students through the Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC) of the National Capital Area. Our 
CFC number is #20000.

Those who can participate in the United Way of 
the National Capital Area workplace giving programs 
should consider supporting St. Augustine School. Our 
United Way number is #9670. In workplace giving 
programs, funds are deducted each pay period out of 
the donor pre-tax income and eventually aggregated 
to be given to the charities of choice.

The open enrollment season for CFC and United 
Way lasts from September through December, 
and this season allows donors to designate their 
charities for calendar year 2014. Thank you to all 
past and current CFC and United Way donors to St. 
Augustine School, since both programs are vital to 
our educational programs. 

Those with questions about workplace giving 
and other forms of giving to support our school may 
contact Bill Murray, development director, at 240-
418-5427 or bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. Last 
school year, individuals and foundations gave more 
than $320,000 to support our school, and we thank 
you all for your generosity.

(as of November 4, 2013)
DC residents  139 students 68 percent
Maryland residents 60 students 29 percent
Virginia residents 5 students 3 percent

Our Mission Statement
St. Augustine Catholic School’s primary task is 

the communication of the person and message of 
Christ. We provide this through standards based 
curriculum, community service, and leadership 

opportunities in a global society.
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Flag Football teams  
win divisions

Playing at the Carter Barron Amphitheater 
on Sundays in an NFL flag football youth 
league, St. Augustine’s JV team, which includes 
second through fourth grade students, posted 
a 4-1 record this fall, winning its division.

The Varsity flag football team, which 
included students from fifth through eighth 
grades, also posted a 4-1 record during the fall 
season, good enough to win its division. 

Eighty students particpated in flag football 
and soccer this fall at St. Augustine School, 
with Mr. Ronald Riley heading up the initiative.

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends,
The 2013-2014 School Year has been 

exciting, with all the great happenings 
at St. Augustine School.  

Our enrollment has increased 
consistently from 2007 to present.  In 
2012-2013, we opened the school year 
with 175 students, and now we serve 
204 students enrolled from Pre-K3 
through Eighth Grade. 

We celebrate our diversity. We have 
staff and students from more than a 
dozen countries, including Cameroon, 
El Salvador, England, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Jamaica, Liberia, Nigeria, Spain, 
Trinidad, and the United States. Diversity is our strength, 
and it enhances our ability to learn from one another. 

Students and Parents love our diverse environment 
because they learn from each other and the countries 
they came from. It has been said, “Rich culture produces 
good character.” 

In addition, Saint Augustine School has also strived in 
the area of academic improvement. This is reflected in 
our recent Terra Nova and Scantron Performance Series 
test score increase of 20% in Reading and 6% in Math.  

We have made great strides to improve 
academically, and our goal is to continue 
to excel. 

It is my goal to move St. Augustine 
School to a higher academic standard to 
that of the International Baccalaureate 
Program to become a Science, Math, and 
Engineering School. Our school has shown 
great strides in the area of Technology. We 
seek to improve integrating our academic 
programs with technology.

I know that our future is bright and that 
we are heading in the right direction.  Let’s 
celebrate! My sincere congratulations go 
to Mrs. Lorrain M. Lee for dedicating 30 

years of service to St. Augustine School, students and 
parents. You are truly appreciated!  

I thank Fr. Patrick Smith for being all that he is and 
for all that he has done and continues to do to serve 
the school and church.  I commend the Teachers, Staff, 
Students, and Parents for a wonderful five years of 
accomplishments during my time at St. Augustine.

Sincerely,
Sister Gloria

Advent and Christmas Greetings
The staff of St. Augustine Catholic Church and School wish you and your family and  

joyous Advent and a joyous Christmas!
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On December 15, 1983, a young 
Suffolk, Va., native, just two years 
out of college, came to a parochial 
school in the District of Columbia to 
work.

“My first cousin told me St. 
Augustine was looking for a social 
studies teacher,” Mrs. Lorrain M. Lee 
explained. Sister Ricardo Maddox, 
O.S.P., hired Mrs. Lee, who had moved 
to Washington to be with her future 
husband, Mr. Wilmon H. Lee, Jr., who 
had taken a job with the federal 
government. The couple, who reside 
in the District, have three children.

She was first named a vice 
principal in 1989 by then-pastor 
Rev. Msgr. Russell Dillard. She now 
serves as vice principal and director 
of aftercare. For much of Mrs. Lee’s 
St. Augustine career, however, 
she taught middle school Science 
and Social Studies and served as 
a homeroom teacher. Through 
years of dedicated service, she left 
an indelible mark on hundreds of 
students. 

Mrs. Lee has won the Living Legacy 
Award at St. Augustine Catholic 
School and the Teacher of the Year 
Award at St. Augustine School. In 
2010, Mrs. Lee earned a Master’s 
in Leadership Education at Trinity 
University Washington, following 
her 1981 undergraduate degree 
from Elizabeth City State University 
in North Carolina. In 2009, she 
received the National Who’s Who 

Award of American Teachers. She 
is a licensed minister at the Love of 
Christ Church in Alexandria, Va.

“We prepare them to be leaders 
in a global society,” Mrs. Lee said of 
the mission of St. Augustine School 
and its work with students, as she 
glanced at the Mission Statement 
posted outside the principal’s 
office. She noted that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., taught that we 
could all sit together at the “Table 
of Brotherhood,” and that she sees 
such a communion of people at St. 
Augustine Catholic School.

“One of my favorite slogans is that 
I’ve worked under seven principals, 
and they’re all unique in their own 
way,” Mrs. Lee remarked. 

She rattled off the names of 
Oblate Sisters of Providence she has 
worked with – in addition to Sister 
Ricardo Maddox, Sister Brenda 
Cherry, Sister Claudina, Sister 
Dorothy Yancey, Sister Immaculate 
Heart, Sister Marino, Sister Patty, 
Sister Stephen Beauford. She will 
never forget, the good memories that 
many alumni and parishioner have 
of the Baltimore-based Oblates, who 
ministered at St. Augustine Catholic 
School until the 1990s. 

Mrs. Lee noted that one of the 
best parts of her job is when alumni 
whom she has taught come back 
to visit. “I have students who are 
now doctors, judges, lawyers, and 
principals,” she said. She spoke 
proudly of one alumni who is a 
new school parent, Nova Nelson-
Tate ‘94, a talented singer who has 
performed with Ashford & Simpson, 
Roberta Flack, Stevie Wonder, and 
has directed the Archdiocesan Mass 
Choir. She is volunteering to direct 
the Spring play for St. Augustine 
Catholic School. 

Along with the work with 

individual students and families has 
come greater efficiencies in how St. 
Augustine School administers its 
programs. “It’s clear that a change 
has come in this Twenty First 
Century,” Mrs. Lee said. “We’re not 
doing business as usual,” she said, 
with evidence from paper shredders 
to microcomputers signs of the new 
times. “St. Augustine has stepped 
up,” through its implementation of 
state of the art technology room, she 
said. 

Mrs. Lee’s motto is “she’s holding 
fast to the faith, knowing that Jesus 
is the author and finisher of my 
faith.” Her role model is her mother, 
Dr. Theresa F. Massenburg.

Carmen Payne 
‘05 graduated 
Cum Laude from 
Virginia State 
University in 
May. Her major 
was Family 
and Consumer 
Sciences with 

a concentration in Family, Child, 
and Community Services. At 
Virginia State, she served on the 
2012 Homecoming Committee, 
as Vice President of the Family 
and Consumer Science Student 
Association, and as Vice President 
of Membership Communications 
and then President of the Golden 
Key Honour Society. Carmen also 
attended Archbishop Carroll High 
School.

She works as  a child and youth 
program assistant at the child 
development center for the Army 
Fort Detrick-Forest Glen Anex in 
Silver Spring, Md.

Lorrain Lee celebrates 30 years at St. Augustine School
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Aftercare Programs Bolstered
With activities reflecting the diverse talents and 

interests of staff members, in addition to alumni, parents, 
and parishioner volunteers, the 2013-2014 afterschool 
program features more than 25 activities. The clubs 
feature a combination of academics, athletics and other 
enriching activities.

About 40 children played soccer twice a week in the 
fall under the watchful eyes of Mr. Ronald Riley and Mrs. 
Michelle Roche, two staff members. Forty-two children 
are in the Lego Club, learning to build using lego blocks, 
with Mrs. Thomasina Nelson, an alumni parent and 
school grandparent, directing. Other activities include 
boys and girls CYO basketball and t-ball.

The Audio-Visual Club features a dozen middle school 
students, who are learning how to operate public address 
and lighting systems, guided by Mr. Raven Wilkins, vice 
principal and director of admissions. 

The Photography Club, led by Mr. Jacques Benovil, 
parishioner, and Ms. Ingrid Clark ‘94, parishioner, will 
start in January. Parishioners are leading five afterschool 
activities. 

Mr. Neptune Pringle, music teacher, is directing 
the Ballet Club and Tap Dance Club. Ms. Dena Grant, a 
parishioner and alumna who grew up in the parish, is 
directing the Reading Circle Club and Girl Scouts. Mr. 
David Merriweather, a Knight of Columbus from the St. 
Anthony Council, heads the St. Augustine Tennis Club, 
which starts in March. The Chess Club and Robotics 
Clubs also continue, with strong student participation 
and invaluable volunteer assistance.

Nova Tate-Nelson ‘94, a school parent and professional 
singer, is directing the Drama Club, which will stage an 
original play in the Spring.

With so many activities, there’s clearly a quandry 
for some parents and children. There are at least nine 
activities scheduled for Mondays and Tuesdays. One day, 
a first grade student came to the school office crying 
because he wanted to join two clubs that meet one day, 
and he wasn’t sure which one to choose. 

“There’s so much to pick from,” one tearful first grade 
boy said to his mother, according to Mrs. Lorrain Lee, 
vice principal and director of aftercare, who overhead 
the conversation. “I want to do it all.” 

Nora R. Joseph, the former St. 
Augustine Catholic School secretary, 
passed away on Oct. 4, 2013. She is 
survived by her son, Edward Joseph 
III, as well as one sister, and two 
brothers. 

She came to St. Augustine 
Catholic School at the beginning 
of the 2008-2009 school year, a 
key time of transition, since Sister 
Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ was the 

school’s new principal, and St. 
Augustine Catholic Church had just 
taken over the daily management 
and financing of the school. Mrs. 
Joseph worked at St. Augustine 
Catholic School until her passing.

A widow whose husband passed 
away a couple years before her own 
death, Mrs. Joseph had previously 
been a long-term school secretary 
at her parish school, St. Francis de 

Sales Catholic School, N.E., which 
closed following the 2007-2008 
school year. She was known as 
a woman of great faith, and she 
liked to say that she liked working 
in Catholic schools because Jesus’ 
name could be said in those 
institutions.

Mass was held on October 19 at 
St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church. 
Rest in Peace, Nora R. Joseph.

Nora R. Joseph (1944-2013)
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Ronald Riley, former middle school 
Math teacher at St. Augustine Catholic 
School, has assumed the newly-created 
position of Mathematics Department 
chairperson.

“Every coach is a teacher, but not 
every teacher is a coach,” Mr. Riley 
said, quoting his mentor, Mr. John 
Badaczewski, a former football coach 
and Mathematics Department chair at 
Archbishop Carroll High School, who 
was inducted into the school’s Hall of 
Fame in 2012.

Coaches, like good teachers, understand how to 
motivate their players, according to Mr. Riley, who 
coaches flag football and soccer at St. Augustine. “They 
know how to push players,” to perform better, he said.

Mr. Riley is focusing his efforts on three areas of 
concentration: school-wide Math curriculum, vertical 
alignment of instruction, and individual student 
achievement. Some of his school-wide Math curriculum 
work this fall has helped support St. Augustine School’s 
AdvancED Accrediation Plan. 

Vertical alignment of instruction means, to Mr. Riley, 
that each teacher who instructs in Math will understand 
the skills that all students need to master by the end 
of a particular quarter and in the school year. Ever the 
coach, with more than 20 years experience in that field, 
Mr. Riley likens a student’s matriculating from one grade 
to another and picking up new Math skills to a clean 
handoff in a relay race.

In order to help “teach to the destination, rather than 
the test,” as he calls it, Mr. Riley has visited five Catholic 
high schools – Archbishop Carroll High School, DeMatha 
Catholic High School, Gonzaga College High School, 
Bishop McNamara High School and St. Anselm’s Abbey 
– this fall to talk with Admissions Directors and Math 
Department chairpersons about what the schools expect 
in mathematics aptitude from incoming ninth graders. 

“I’ve been greeted with open arms,” said Mr. Riley, a 
New York native. “They’ve said to me, ‘This is so great. 
How can we help you?’” Mr. Riley plans to visit all 16 
Catholic high schools in the Archdiocese of Washington 
by June 2014.

With a six percent increase in Scantron Performance 
Series test scores in Mathematics in 2013, St. Augustine 
Catholic School’s Math program is progressing 

well, according to Mr. Riley. Only 
five schools in the Arhcdiocese 
of Washington posted higher 
improvements in Mathematics in 
2012-2013, according to Mr. Riley. 

Mr. Riley thinks it’s important to 
build rapport not just with students 
but with parents. “If you meet with 
them, and you can help them see how 
they can help the student perform 
better, it’s easier to gain their support,” 
he said. Interviewed in November, he 
was preparing eighth grade students 

to tak ethe Catholic High School entrance test on Dec. 4.
Mr. Riley proudly points to one 2013 alumnus of 

St. Augustine, who came to the school in the sixth 
grade performing below grade level in Math and who 
graduated performing above average nationally in Math. 
The alumnus now is enrolled in an advanced Math class 
at Archbishop Carroll High School. 

Mr. Patrick Respers, an experienced teacher, has taken 
Mr. Riley’s place as Middle School Math teacher. 

Mr. Riley tutors fourth through eighth grade students 
from St. Augustine on Tuesdays and Thursdays after 
school. He notes that many students in the United 
States begin to experience a drop off in their academic 
performance starting in the fourth grades. 

New Math Department Established

Year End Giving Options
Donating to St. Augustine Catholic School offers 

you a chance to reduce your tax burden, since St. 
Augustine is recognized as a 501(c)3 by the IRS.

Please consider making a donation to St. 
Augustine through our website www.staug-dc.org 
or through returning the enclosed reply envelope. 
Donations postmarked by Dec. 31 are eligible to be 
counted as tax deductible for 2013, according to 
IRS regulations.

We can also accept direct transfers of stock 
from donors who can write off any depreciation 
on their tax returns. Please contact Bill Murray, 
development officer, at 240-418-5427 or bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org for more information, and it’s 
always wise to consult with a financial professional. 
Thank you for considering supporting our students.
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Planned Giving Corner
Upcoming Events

After you make provisions for your family, please consider 
naming St. Augustine Catholic School of Washington, D.C., in 
your will or bequest. Thank you for your generosity! Please 
contact Fr. Patrick Smith, pastor of St. Augustine Catholic 

Church, at 202-265-1470, for more information.

Christmas Show
December 19, 2013 6:30 p.m.
St. Augustine Room
St. Augustine Catholic School
1421 V Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
Please call the school at 202-667-2608 for more 
information.

First Reponders Appreciation Day: September 13
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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