
Last spring Saint Augustine Church celebrated a 
Parish Ministry Fair which was a year in the making and 
encompassed every ministry in the parish.  The level of 
parish participation, the energy and the buzz around 
it exceeded the expectations of everyone involved in 
the planning.  The theme of our Ministry Fair was “The 
Mission in Motion.” The idea behind the theme was this: 
Ministries exist to carry out the mission of the church; 
that is, to put the mission into action. Namely, to spread 
the Good News of the Gospel that is the life-changing and 
life-saving message of Jesus Christ.  

At Saint Augustine Church, there is no ministry that 
we have invested in longer to accomplish this mission 
than the education of our children through our parish 
school. Saint Augustine Catholic School has been putting 
the mission in motion for a century and a half by not 
only providing a great education but sound Christian 
formation.  

Saint Augustine Catholic School has been committed 
to providing a foundation for life for every child that 
enrolls: An academic foundation, a spiritual foundation 
and a moral foundation. By doing so, our school stands 
in line with a long and proud tradition of being the most 
effective and successful means of passing on the faith 
from one generation to the next. What that means, of 
course, is Catholic Schools. Having a child spend 35 hours 
a week in an environment permeated by Gospel values, 
a prayerful atmosphere, discipline, high standards and 
expectations, and mutual respect is an opportunity which 
has no parallel, no substitute, and no equal.  

When Catholic schools 
close in our communities 
across the nation, they 
are never replaced with 
an equally effective 
alternative - never.  We as 
a parish were confronted 
with this very prospect 
nearly seven years ago 
when the twelve-school 
Consortium of which 
we were a part was 
abruptly defunded and reduced to four schools.  The 
eight remaining schools were slated to close as Catholic 
schools and re-open as public charter schools. Seven of 
them went this course. Saint Augustine Catholic School 
remains six years later.   

Thanks to the support of a committed church 
community and dedicated alumni who have never 
forgotten where they came from or failed to do their part 
to give back, Saint Augustine School is alive and well and 
only growing stronger.  The children depend on us and 
deserve our ongoing support.  On their behalf, I want to 
thank you for every check you write, every prayer you 
say, and every idea or helpful feedback you offer to make 
us even better.  

Thank you for keeping the great mission in grand 
motion! 

Sincerely,
Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor
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Congratulations to the Class of 2013

Student Acceptances Attending in the Fall

Kehmoh Bangura DeMatha Catholic High School 
St. John’s College High School

St. John’s College High School

Jason Bonilla Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School

David Burriss Woodrow Wilson High School Woodrow Wilson High School

Jordan Gloster Archbishop Carroll High School 
Bishop McNamara High School

Bishop McNamara High School 

Nicholas Hodge DeMatha Catholic High School Washington Latin Public Charter School

Ifeoma Iloka St. John’s College High School 
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory

Georgetown Visitation Preparatory 

Japhiree Jackson Eastern Senior High School Eastern Senior High School

Nadja Mensah Archbishop Carroll High School Archbishop Carroll High School

Samuel Merga Archbishop Carroll High School Archbishop Carroll High Schcool

Wanofe Mideksa Archibishop Carroll High School Archbishop Carroll High School

Michael Mills DeMatha Catholic High School 
The Field School

The Field School 

Maria Sanchez Archibishop Carroll High School 
Woodrow Wilson High School

Woodrow Wilson High School 

Samson Tadesse Archbishop Carroll High School Archbishop Carroll High School

Emory Verstraete St. John’s College High School 
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory

Georgetown Visitation Preparatory 

Editha Villalobos Emerson College Preparatory Emerson College Preparatory

Michael Void Archbishop Carroll High School Archbishop Carroll High School

Kirk Williams St. John’s College High School St. John’s College High School
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From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents, Students, Faculty, 
and Staff,

 In 2009, representatives 
from the Middle States Association 
accreditation organization visited 
Saint Augustine School.  The result 
was an outstanding review and the 
report ended with the following 
conclusion:

“When the story of Catholic 
Schools in Washington, D.C. is 
written, historians will look back 

at Saint Augustine School, a hidden 
gem – in fact, a diamond in the 
Nation’s capital – and marvel at its 
brilliance.”

In five years, we have overcome 
obstacles, met a variety of challenges 
and overcome them.  Our curriculum 
is stronger and continues to evolve 
as technology becomes an essential 
part of testing and elevating test 
scores.  We have wonderful teachers 
and staff that I have an abundance 
of confidence in.  We look forward 
to meeting and overcoming new 
challenges and elevating standards 
to meet even higher expectations.

On May 15, the accreditation 
organization the Archdiocese of 
Washington is now working with, 
AdvancEd, visited the school and we 
look forward to their feedback and 
guidance in the years to come!  With 
God, all things are possible and we 
are truly “running the good race.”

I am very proud of all of our 
students this year, who have worked 
so hard and achieved so much!  I am 
especially excited and anticipate a 
bright future for our Eighth Grade 
graduates both past and present!  
Graduates from Saint Augustine 
School go on to some of the most 
prestigious high schools in the 
area.  Congratulations to all of you!  
I want to thank the school office 
staff: Mrs. Lorrain Lee, Mr. Raven 
Wilkins, Ms. Melisa Darby, Ms. Nora 
Joseph – thank you so much for all 
your hard work this year!  Thank 
you to Father Pat, Ms. Bea Judon, 
and all the parish staff, and all of 
our wonderful teachers!  I am very 
grateful to be able to serve you these 
past five years, and I look forward to 
the future of Saint Augustine School! 
Continue to Run the Good Race!

God bless you,
Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, 
Principal   

Career Day May 23, 2013

Speakers Pamela Perkins, J.D., Adejoke Babington-Ashaye, J.D., Russell 
Yates, C.P.A., Tonya Fulgham, P.M.P., and John Collins, J.D., pose with their 
certificates.

Marlysha Myrthil, J.D., a parishioner, speaks about 
the law and her work at the U.S. Department of 
Justice during Career Day.

Calvin Ash, a parishioner, speaks to Kindergarten 
students about his career in education.
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After School Tennis Club Launched

On Saturday March 9, the “Power 
Saints” of St. Augustine Catholic 
School were one of sixty secondary 
school teams that took part in the 
2013 VEX Mid-Atlantic Robotics 
Championship competition in 
Westminster, Md. 

This day-long activity was made 
possible by a Robotics Education 
and Competition Foundation grant 
secured by Deborah Norton, a 
St. Augustine parishioner, with 
Northrup Grumman Corp. funding 
the foundation. Mr. Daryl Taylor, 
whose daughter Somer is a member 
of the team, provided guidance to 
the Robotics Club. Mr. Taylor has 
played a key role in the Robotics 
Clubs at Archbishop Carroll High 
School and Benjamin Banneker 
High School in Washington, D.C.

The other team members were 
Samuel Merga, Samson Tadesse, 
Kehmoh Bangura, Jordan Gloster, 
Emory Verstraete and Ifeoma Iloka.  

Since the Robotics Club’s 
formation in November, team 
members worked diligently to build 
the robot and practice maneuvers.  

Through this preparation, students 
learned basic mechanical and 
electronic concepts and how to 
work together on a team.  The 
work strengthened the students’ 
patience and communication skills.  

At the competition, the students 
took part in eight team qualifying 
matches.  Two red teams battled 
two blue teams to see which team 
could earn the most points in 
placing beanies in their respected 
troughs.  Points were also awarded 
for removal of the opposing team’s 

beanies from their troughs.  The 
two teams worked together to 
develop strategies for their battles. 

The “Power Saints” used the 
experience of each battle to 
make adjustments for use in the 
next challenge.  This was a great 
learning experience for them.  
Other teams were very helpful in 
providing suggestions and even 
loaning equipment if needed. 
Towards the end of the qualifying 
matches, the team was interviewed 
by CBS Online News about their 
experience.  We were the first 
team from Washington D.C., to 
participate in this competition.  

Even though it was the team’s 
first competition, they were able 
to win a match.  The students’ 
kept their spirits high enjoying 
the whole experience and look 
forward to continued participation 
in next year’s events. Since the 
competition, students have already 
begun making improvements 
for the next event that will be 
announced in April. 

Thanks to a U.S. Tennis 
Association grant and the help of Mr. 
David Merriweather, St. Augustine 
Catholic School has an afterschool 
tennis club. The club met for the first 
time in March in the St. Augustine 
Room, with Mr. Merriweather 
leading 13 excited students at the 
first meeting before Easter Break. 
Mr. Kenneth Brown, a friend of Mr. 

Merriweather’s since childhood, 
suggested that Rev. Patrick A. Smith, 
pastor of St. Augustine, contact Mr. 
Merriweather about coaching a St. 
Augustine, which ultimately led to the 
afterschool team after St. Augustine 
School initially implemented tennis 
into its Physical Education program. 

A lifelong member of St. Augustine 
Church, Mr. Brown attended the 

Tennis Club’s first meeting, along 
with a few brother Knights of 
Columbus from the St. Anthony 
Council, where Mr. Merriweather is 
an active member.

Most of the students in the Tennis 
Club are in the third to fifth grade, 
since those are the grades that USTA 
wants its afterschool grantees to 
focus their efforts on.

Celeste Behrens, Science Teacher

St. Augustine Robotics Club  
completes first competition
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St. Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church, located in 
downtown Silver Spring, has 
selected St. Augustine Catholic 
School as the parish school it will 
become a participating parish 
with.

As a part of this relationship, 
a portion of St. Michael the 
Archangel’s offertory collection 
is going to support St. Augustine 
Catholic School. St. Augustine 
Catholic School is also offering in-
parish tuition rates to St. Michael 
the Archangel parishioners, 
who come from more than 110 
countries. “We’ve had a few St. 
Michael School parents join our 
school in the last couple years, and 
they’ve been welcome additions 
to our school,” Fr. Smith said.

“We know well the challenges 
of keeping the doors of a school 
open and fully supports every 
effort of the parish community 
of St. Augustine’s to continue to 
educate a population so often 
neglected in so many ways,” said 
Rev. Msgr. Eddie Tolentino, pastor 
of St. Michael the Archangel 
Parish. St. Michael the Archangel 
School closed in June 2011.

Prospective parents seeking 
more information about St. 
Augustine Catholic School (PreK3 
through 8th Grade) should call 
the school at 202-667-2608 and 
speak with Mr. Raven Wilkins, 
vice principal, visit our school’s 
website at www.staug-dc.org or 
send an email to admissions@
saintaugustine-dc.org.

Harlem Globetrotters conduct youth clinic
On May 29, at the Stead 

Playground near Dupont Circle 
on P Street, N.W., twenty excited 
St. Augustine Catholic School 
students participated in a 
basketball skills clinic with two 
Harlem Globetrotters, “Cheese” 
Chisholm and “Too Tall” Hall, 
as members of the media, 
parents, and officials from the 
President’s Council on Fitness, 
Sports, and Nutrition looked on. 
The students practiced jumping 
jacks, layups, and defensive 
skills, among other aspects of 
the game, and the Globetrotters 
dazzled the students, passing 
balls between their arms, 
fingers, heads, and legs.

The Globetrotters held the event 
to kick off a series of youth basketball 
clinics around the country and to 

support the President’s Challenge 
to encourage physical fitness and 
activity. The event, as well as the 
Globetrotters’ two-mile dribble 
through downtown after the clinic, 

received news coverage in The 
Examiner, News Channel 8, Roll 
Call, WJLA Channel 7, WTOP 103.5 
FM and other media. 

St. Michael the Archangel becomes  
participating parish

Alumni Parent Testimonial

“Some staff members go beyond 
what a teacher should do. They 
look at the child as their own, and 
as a result of that, you know that 
they are going to be okay. My son 
has progressed, and his confidence 
has been built at St. Augustine. He 
understands who he is and who 
the Lord is. He strives harder and 
works better.” 

Leslie Void
Mother of Michael Void ‘13
Parishioner
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Planned Giving Corner
Once you have taken care of your family and loved ones, please consider a bequest to support 

St. Augustine Catholic School of Washington, D.C. 
For more information, please contact Fr. Patrick A. Smith at 202-265-1470  

or send an email to legacy@saintaugustine-dc.org.

Development Corner

New art teacher 
welcomed

Having reached our $300,000 
fundraising goal each of the last two 
years despite a reduction in staff 
resources, St. Augustine Catholic 
School is clearly tapping into a 
reservoir of good will for urban 
Catholic schools, even as dozens of 
such schools have been closed in 
recent years in Chicago, Detroit, New 
York, Philadelphia, and Washington, 
despite their proven success.

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 
to June 30, and last fiscal year, we 
raised nearly $100,000 from 10 
foundations, with more than half 
making a first time grant to our 
school. Major areas of interest last 
school year included our religious 
education program and tuition aid 
program.

St. Augustine Catholic Church 
continues to provide major support 
for our school, and our parishioners 
and church visitors gave more than 
$100,000 through the monthly 

collection for the school at weekend 
Masses. We have nearly 70 federal 
government employee donors 
who gave nearly $30,000 total 
through the Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC #20000), and we 
also participate in the United Way 
program (#9670). We also have 20 
donors who have pledged to give 
$25,000 over five years to support 
our operating expenses, and we are 
actively recruiting more donors to 
take the place of those who have 
paid off their pledges.

We are finding ways to stay in 
touch with our donors and turn one-
time donors into lifelong givers. Our 
major donor dinner takes place each 
February at the rectory, and we also 
invite many of our donors to speak 
at the Career Day, which has taken 
place for three years running in May.

We have received significant in 
kind donations through Ruppert 
Landscaping of Laytonsville, Md., 

and we want to congratulate Craig 
Ruppert, chief executive officer of 
the Rupport Companies, for being 
named 2013 Business Person of 
the Year by the Catholic Business 
Network in Montgomery County. 
Thank you to all our donors, and 
thank you to everyone who shared 
your time and talents in recent 
months.

In the coming months, you’ll 
be hearing more about our Annex 
Building, a 2,000 square foot addition 
to St. Augustine Catholic School, that 
will house a language, science, math 
and technology lab. We have raised 
about 70 percent of the cost of this 
building, but we need your help 
to reach our goal for construction, 
furnishings and equipment. 

If you have any questions or 
concerns, you can reach me at 
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org or 
240-418-5427.

Ms. Irma Francis, a painter and 
sculptor whose works are on display at 
the Embassy of Granada, where she is the 
2013 Artist in Residence, has joined St. 
Augustine Catholic School as Art teacher. 
She replaces Mr. Ramon Mosqueda.

Ms. Francis, who came to St. Augustine 
in the middle of the school year, has 
formerly taught in Nigeria and at a DC 
public charter school.

Bill Murray
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Fourteen students enter 
Catholic Church at Easter Vigil

Following months of preparation, 
led by Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, 
H.H.C.J., the school’s religion teacher 
and Director of Religious Education, 
fourteen St. Augustine Catholic 
School students were received into 
the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil 
on March 31. Rev. Patrick A. Smith, 
pastor of St. Augustine Catholic 
Church, received the candidates into 
the Catholic Church, with some of the 
candidates being baptized, making 
their First Penance, and receiving 

First Holy Communion.

St. Augustine School teachers and 
staff played a key role, with Sister 
Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal, 
acting as sponsor to Mrs. Tracie 
Dickson, who became a Catholic at 
Easter Virgil along with her daughter, 
St. Augustine School student 
Kimber Dickson. Mrs. Dickson and 
her daughter were featured in the 
Catholic Standard, the Archdioese of 
Washington newspaper.

In addition, Mrs. Cheryl Hanton, 
the longest-serving teacher at St. 
Augustine School, and her daughter 
saw her granddaughter, another St. 
Augustine School student, become a 
Catholic at Easter Vigil.

Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, 
principal of St. Augustine School, 
noted that three school parents chose 
to become Catholic at the Easter Vigil 
and that all fourteen students come 
from families with Catholic roots. 
She gave Sister Emmanuella 

More than 50 St. Augustine 
Catholic School students have been 
received into the Catholic Church 
since 2010. The Handmaids of the 
Holy Child Jesus, a missionary order 
from Nigeria, have been assigned to 
St. Augustine Catholic School since 
2007-2008, and since that time, Rev. 
Smith has held a weekly school Mass, 
and students also pray five times a 
day together.

St. Augustine School’s religious 
education program has attracted 
$30,000 in foundation grant monies 
since March 2013. 

Career Day
Nearly 20 parishioners and friends of St. Augustine School came to 

the school on May 23 for the Third Annual Career Day. They represented 
accounting, education, government, legal, project management and other 
careers.

“It was a pleasure to participate in the recent Career Day at St. Augustine 
School and witness the vibrant learning environment at the school, with its 
great group of committed teachers and enthusiastic student body,” said John 
T. Collins, Esq., a partner at Steptoe & Johnson LLP, a Career Day speaker.

“The career day was an excellent opportunity to see and talk with the 
children at Saint Augustine School,” said Cecelia Grillo, a speaker who works 
in biometrics project management at the Department of Homeland Security. 
“It was a very rewarding experience to see their enthusiasm as we described 
our careers. The children are very bright and I am sure there are future 
leaders at St. Augustine. I recommend this experience to everyone. It is an 
excellent opportunity to give back and support the Catholic school system.”

Tametra Thomas ‘09 graduated 
from Crossland Senior High School 
in Temple Hills with honors. She will 
attend Rutgers University in New 
Jersey in the Fall.

Ryan Washington ‘10, who attends 
Gonzaga College High School, 
continues to serve as DC Youth 
Mayor. He was recently featured in 
a Teens Against Drugs video and 
Metrobus ad campaign to encourage 
young people to be more vigilant 
about the dangers of marijuana 
being laced with harmful chemicals. 

Alumni Notes
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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