
No season reminds 
us more about being 
Catholic than Lent!  
There are ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, abstaining 
from meat on Fridays, 
the Stations of the Cross, 
and making that extra 
effort to get into spiritual 
shape!   Sadly, many 
people approach Lent 

the same way they do going to the dentist: With a sense 
of dread and foreboding!  

We should instead see it as a world-wide retreat; a time 
for us to join millions of others around the world who 
want to take their relationship with God more seriously 
and are actually willing to do something about it.  It’s a 
time to get “un-stuck” spiritually.  It’s a time to grow.  

When you have a Catholic school, Lent is one of the 
most opportune times of the year to help the children 
experience in a tangible way the richness of our faith. At 
Saint Augustine School providing our children with an 
outstanding education that prepares them to pass on to 
the next grade or the next school (8th graders) is a top 
priority.  

Achieving this goal in a faith-based environment is 
also one of our primary goals.  The school looks and feels 
different during Lent just like the church does on Sunday.  
The crucifix is more prominent and reminds us of the 

price that Jesus paid to save us.  It also reminds us that 
we are called to get out of ourselves and over ourselves 
for the sake of helping others in need.  

Our Patron Saint, Augustine pursued education and 
learning with great passion but along the way discovered 
the great passion of loving in a Christ-like way.  In a 
similar vein, our goal at Saint Augustine School is to 
promote both a love for learning and a love for serving.  
Put another way, we want to nurture our students to 
have a passion for knowledge and compassion for their 
neighbor.  

This is to ensure that the investment of parents, family, 
alumni, parishioners, other benefactors and the students 
themselves will result in young men and women who will 
not only be able to demonstrate how much they know, but 
also show how much they care for the needs of others.   

A good Catholic education, then, is not only in the 
business of bestowing information, but fostering the 
transformation of the hearts and minds of our students 
to be good citizens of our society and of the Kingdom of 
God. 

I want to thank you for all you do to make it possible 
for us to make this positive difference in our students’ 
lives.  Lent reminds us that true love requires sacrifice.  I 
pray that you will continue to make the sacrifice that love 
requires for Saint Augustine Catholic School.  

Sincerely
Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor
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Thanksgiving Food 
Drive a success

St. Augustine Catholic School’s students, in addition to 
faculty and staff, came together in November to collaborate 
on the school’s most successful Thanksgiving food drive held 
during the last four years. 

Following the two-week drive, St. Augustine donated 1,300 
non-perishable food items to the Little Sisters of the Poor 
Jeanne Jugan Residence on Harewood Road, in Northeast 
Washington, according to Raven Wilkins, St. Augustine 
School assistant principal and director of admissions. 

Mr. Wilkins had spearheaded similar initiatives at 
Archbishop Carroll High School, where he worked before 
coming to work at St. Augustine School in January 2008. 

On Nov. 21, the Little Sisters of the Poor, who take care of 
the elderly, picked up canned beans and beans, beverages, 
cereal, stuffing and other items from St. Augustine School.

Students Raising the 
Standards

School Choice Rally

Catholic Schools Week Poetry Winners 
Intermediate Grades 
1st Place:  Ihuaku Joseph, BetelhemMerga,  
 Marie Munu, Kayla Gamble 
2nd Place: KarenaGilkes
3rd Place: TsionTessema
Upper Grades 
1st Place:  Malcolm Stidham
2nd Place:  Jordon Gloster
3rd Place:  Emory Verstraete

Catholic Schools Week Essay Winners 
Intermediate Grades 
1st Place:  Ke’ola Campbell 
2nd Place:  Nicholas Clarke 
3rd Place:  Kayla Gamble
Upper Grades 
1st Place:  KehmohBangura
2nd Place:  Sonia Bautista 
3rd Place:  Malcolm Stidham

St. Augustine School’s students wore special 
orange scarfs for the occasion and walked around 
the block between 14th and 15th Streets, N.W., 
along U and V Streets on Jan. 30 to rally for school 
choice. 

National School Choice Week took place from 
January 27 through February 3. In Washington, 
D.C., the Opportunity Scholarship Program allows 
thousands of low income residents to send their 
children to parochial and private schools. The 
Nation’s Capital also has a thriving charter school 
movement, allowing many families a choice in 
their children’s education.

Our Mission 
Statement

St. Augustine Catholic School’s primary 
task is the communication of the person and 
message of Christ. We provide this through 

standards based curriculum, community 
service, and leadership opportunities in a 

global society.
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From the Principal’s Desk

Students Support AARP Food Drive

“Raising the Standard”

We have completed 
Catholic SchoolsWeek, 
and Saint Augustine 
School is indeed “raising 
the standard.” There are 
many exciting events 
going on. I am very 
proud of each one of 
our students, parents, 
and teachers who are 

working so hard to accomplish their goals and for raising 
their test scores. Congratulations on the wonderful work 
you are doing!

Academically, teachers are paying more attention 
to students’ First Quarter Scantron Performance test 
scores. The tests took place in mid-January.  Teachers 
monitor students’ progress. In the areas that the students 
are weak, teachers adjust their curriculum to support 
students’ needs and master the skills needed to advance 
academically.  This is how we raise the standard!

Furthermore, Saint Augustine School is focusing 
on branding our school as a Math and Science School.  
Mrs. Celeste Behrens’ Science Class is a laboratory for a 
variety of projects, experiments, and discoveries.  Mrs. 
Behrens is a wonderful addition to our faculty and doing 
excellent work with students. She has clearly modified 
Science curriculum in a variety of ways.  For example, she 
provides a laboratory class to Kindergarten through Fifth 
Grades weekly, and to Sixth through Eighth Grades more 
often. These labs are created to introduce or reinforce 
concepts taught by their Homeroom teachers. 

Seventh and Eighth Grade students have been 
working on constructing a robot that will be able to pick 

up items. This project has been made possible thanks 
to a grant obtained by a parishioner through Northrop 
Grumman and parent volunteers. These students hope 
to participate in a competition in March. Middle School 
science classes are beginning to select their science 
fair topic, do research, gather and collect evidence to 
prove their hypotheses. Mrs. Behrens makes scientific 
exploration possible in a variety of ways, the possibilities 
are endless. Saint Augustine School is raising the 
standard in Science!

The Eighth Grade class is anticipating receiving high 
school acceptance letters through early March. Our 
Math teacher, Mr. Ronald Riley, reported on the Eighth 
Grade class High School Placement test scores and this 
years standardized test scores. He stated: “The vast 
majority of the students scored well above grade level in 
mathematics, with the top student testing just above the 
Eleventh Grade equivalent.  

“In past years, our eighth grade students began High 
School Level Algebra One in the fourth quarter. This year, 
the Class of 2013 began High School Level Algebra One 
at the end of the Second Quarter.” Mr. Riley is confident 
that most of the class will qualify for Honors Algebra One 
in high school, or test out of Algebra One entirely. Talk 
about raising the standard!

During the holy season of Lent, I am keeping all of you 
in my prayers.  Please keep myself and Saint Augustine 
School in yours.

God bless you,
Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ
Principal

On October 12, St. Augustine School eighth grade studentsJordan Gloster, IfeomaIloka, Samuel Merga, and Emory 
Verstraeteparticipated in AARP DC’s 4rd Annual Food Drive. 

“They worked very hard and of course they represented St. Augustine very well like they always do,” said Raven 
Wilkins, vice principal and director of admissions at St. Augustine School.

Working at the Safeway at Piney Branch Road, N.W., the students asked shoppers if they would donate items for 
the food drive. In addition, the students also packed food away, gave out red AARP bags, and helped pack the items 
collected for delivery to The Capital Area Food Bank. 

The students also assisted the AARP adult volunteers with breaking down the area.
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Kindergarten Teacher 
Produces Christmas Play

Ms. Alexis Latney, Kindergarten teacher 
at St. Augustine Catholic School, wrote and 
produced an original play for St. Augustine’s 
annual Christmas pageant,”The Christmas 
Wish,” working tirelessly with dozens of 
students for weeks before the December 14 
performance before a packed St. Augustine 
Room. The student performers were 
accompanied on the keyboard by Mr. Neptune 
Pringle, III, music teacher, who spent a great 
deal of effort on improving the lighting for the 
occasion.

During Ms. Latney’s play, a little girl has a 
birthday on Christmas Eve. Her father is in the 
Army and is going to miss her birthday and 
Christmas due to his military duty. The play 
is about her journey to find the true meaning 
of Christmas and why it is an important time 
of year for families. Her father makes it home 
for Christmas, and once again her family is 
reunited. 

Kimber Dickson, a first grader, played Jet, 
the lead role. “She did a phenomenal job,” said 
Ms. Latney, a District native who has taught at 
St. Augustine School since 2011.

Erica Doe ’02, who is also a St. Augustine 
Church parishioner, journeyed in January to 
South Africa on a Fulbright Fellowship.

Erica, who received a Master’s degree 
in Social Work from Syracuse University in 
2012, is working in Johannesburg through the 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Program 
at the University of the Witwatersrand’s School 
of Education.

TametraJ. Thomas ’09, a senior at Crossland 
High School in Temple Hills, Md., has received 
acceptance letters from nine colleges and 
universities. “Rutgers is my top choice,” she said 
of the State University of New Jersey, which has 
admitted her. She awaits the decisions of four 
more colleges and universities.

After her mother died in 1928, Catherine (Plummer) 
Hamilton ’34 went to live with her grandparents, William and 
Mary Rogers, on Morton Street, N.W., near Park Street, since 
she had no parents. She then began attending St. Augustine 
School, located then across the street from The Washington 
Post building on 15th Street, N.W. 

The Rogers had 13 children and had attended St. Augustine 
School. While her mother was alive, Mrs. Hamilton had 
previously attended St. Cyprian Catholic Church, S.E., where 
she had received her First Holy Communion . Her aunt, Agnes 
(Plummer) Rogers, was also a St. Augustine alumna.

“It was an hour walk,” said Mrs. Hamilton, the oldest of four 
children, who all attended St. Augustine. “I cried many days, it 
was so cold.”

All of her teachers were Oblate Sisters of Providence. She 
remembers Sister Dominica in the eighth grade. “Everybody 
feared her the most, but they also liked her the most,” Mrs. 
Hamilton said. “Aww, hush!” was Sister Dominica’s signature 
phrase.

Mrs. Hamilton remembers losing a coveted role in the school 
play because a fellow seventh grade boy had overheard Mrs. 
Hamilton make a negative remark about a fellow student. “I 
didn’t get into trouble much,” she said.

Since Catholic high schools in Washington were not open to 
black students then, Mrs. Hamilton attended Armstrong Senior 
High School. “I wanted to sew,” she explained. “Public high 
school was a cinch,” she continued, since St. Augustine School 
students studied Algebra, Latin and other demanding subjects.

She endured World War II, moving to New York with her 

Attending St. Augustine  
was all in the family

Donor Profile
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sister while her husband, the late 
Bernard Hamilton, served his 
military duty. She had married him 
in 1939 at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church.

“It was terrible,” she said of 
the food rationing and wartime 
sacrifices. “We couldn’t buy shoes, 
food or sugar. When chickens were 
on sale, a line would quickly form.” 
All males in her family, except for her 
brother, served in the military during 
World War II. She remembers how 
many civilians lost their government 
jobs to veterans after the war.

During the 1950s and 1960s, 
Mrs. Hamilton journeyed to Suitland 
each weekday, working for the 
Census Bureau. Americans moved 
from distances far and wide – from 
Baltimore to Detroit – to work for the 
Census Bureau, even though many of 
the jobs were temporary, she said.

She later worked for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for 25 
years before retiring.

In 1980, Mrs. Hamilton moved 
to New Carrolton, Md., where 
she resides wither son, Bernard 
Hamilton ’53.

A loquacious man and alumnus 
of Dunbar Senior High School, he 
echoed her comments about how 
easy public schools were after the 
preparation St. Augustine gave him. 
“I attended Shaw for ninth grade, 
and I learned there what I learned in 
sixth grade. St. Augustine was great,’ 
he said.

At St. Augustine, he learned to read 
maps, which came in handy when he 
was in the ROTC program at Howard 
University. He learned Ancient 
History, Modern History, Geography, 
and Spelling at St. Augustine School.

He loves telling stories about 
his Oblate Sister teachers from St. 

Augustine, including Sister Teresita, 
Sister Bonaventure, Sister Mary 
Clare, a six-foot tall sister, Sister 
Mary James, Sister Mary Roman, 
Sister Thomas Aquinas, Sister Lucy, 
and Sister Mary Consolata. The 
Oblate Sisters of Providence formed 
a deep impression on him.

The second deep source of 
studies is his classmate Harry 
Anderson ’53, who is a St. Augustine 
parishioner. “Harry was always 
doing something,” Mr. Hamilton 
said. Despite the many beatings and 
punishments he endured from his 
teachers, Mr. Anderson came back 
for more, much to the astonishment 
of his classmates. “Harry, why do 
you keep doing that,” Mr. Hamilton 
remembers telling Harry Anderson. 
“You know you’re gonna get it.”

Mr. Hamilton remembers the talks 
that St. Augustine priests would give 
to the students, including one young 
priest who gave a talk while dressed 
in his Army uniform, ready to ship 
out as an Army chaplain. 

Mr. Hamilton didn’t yearn to be 
an altar boy because it meant having 
to arrive for 6:00 a.m. Saturday 
Masses, in addition to learning the 
Mass responses in Latin. To this day, 
however, he remembers the Pater 
Noster and Confideor, among other 
prayers.

“Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea 
maxima culpa,” he recited for a 
visitor, from the Confideor, which 
means “I confess.”

“The Catholic Church was very 
strict,” Mr. Hamilton recalled. “You 
couldn’t half-kneel and half-sit in the 
pews in those days.”

He remembers Sister Lucy, an 
Oblate Sister, having playground 
duty. Mr. Hamilton recalls her 
ringing her bell twice: after the first 

ring, students were to cease their 
activities, and at the second ring, 
they were to line up. Mr. Hamilton 
tried to stay away from Sister Lucy as 
much as possible. One day, however, 
he slipped in front of her and fell 
down on the blacktop.

“Get up,” she said to him. He just 
saw a robe over him. Her commands 
were immediate and direct. “Wipe 
your filthy nose.” Mr. Hamilton did as 
he was ordered.

When asked about CYO sports, 
Mr. Hamilton said that St. Augustine 
had a strong basketball and track 
program. He remembers racing 
against St. Paul Catholic Church, 
the German and Irish parish that 
occupied the building at 15th and V 
Streets, N.W., and how St. Augustine’s 
runners endured racial epithets 
from their competitors before the 
meet began. “We made sure we beat 
them,” he recalled with satisfaction.

A parishioner at St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Landover Hills, Md., Mrs. 
Hamilton decided in 2008 to become 
a St. Augustine School donor, after 
the Archdiocese of Washington 
announced plans to close eight 
Catholic schools in the city, including 
St. Augustine School, with the 
buildings to be used for public 
charter schools. Even though she 
was approaching her 90th birthday, 
she pledged regular support for 
the school and gave funds that she 
normally would have given to the 
Archbishop’s Appeal.

In addition to attending St. 
Augustine, she had a strong 
affiliation for the late Msgr. Joshua 
M. Mundell, longtime pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church, N.W., and knew him to be 
a tireless advocate for his parish 
school. 

continued on page 6
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Mrs. Laura Guzmán- González 
is the new Spanish teacher at St. 
Augustine Catholic School. She also 
teaches at St. Matthias Catholic 
Academy in Lanham.

Mrs. Guzmánis a native of Puerto 
Rico who moved to Maryland with 
her family after living for 10 years 
in Mexico City, where she came to 
appreciate the country’s affinity 
for soccer, among other aspects 
of the society. She has earned 
credits towards a Master’s degree 
in Social Anthropology from the 
EscuelaNacional de Antropología e 
Historia in Mexico.

While also seeking to teach our 
students the basics of the language, 
one of Mrs. Guzmán’sgoal in teaching 
Spanish at St. Augustine Catholic 
School is to explore how Spanish 

speakers in different parts of the 
world speak and the influence their 
culture has on their language. 

In Colombia, for example, people 
generally only use the formal “usted,” 
in addressing another person, as 
opposed to th more familiar “tu.” 
Colombians also use the expression 
“chevere,” which means “cool,” 
while Argentines tend to pepper 
their language with “che,” which is 
a word with no particular meaning. 
Spaniards answer the phone by 
saying “Digame,” which means, “talk 
to me,” while Mexicans say, “Mande.”

New Spanish Teacher Welcomed

Planned Giving Corner
Once you have taken care of your family and loved ones, please consider a bequest to  

support St. Augustine Catholic School of Washington, D.C. 
For more information, please contact Fr. Patrick A. Smith at 202-265-1470 or  

send an email to legacy@saintaugustine-dc.org.

Mrs. Lorrain Lee, vice principal and aftercare director (left to right) with Sister 
Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal, and Rev. Mr. Bobby White of Nativity Catholic 

Church, and Sister EmmanuellaLadipo, HHCJ, director of religious education.

“He would be turning in his grave if he 
knew that school was closed,” Mrs. Hamilton 
said.

In December 2008, Pauline Johnson 
Jones, the longtime parishioner at St. 
Augustine Church, passed away. Mrs. Jones, 
considered by many a “mother” or “elder,” 
at St. Augustine because of her long term 
commitment and service to the parish, 
formed an indelible impression on Mrs. 
Hamilton’s mind. 

“This is St. Augustine. We love each 
other,” Mrs. Jones once told Mrs. Hamilton, 
when she could tell the latter was reserved 
about greeting fellow parishioners during 
the Sign of Peace at Mass. “If people love 
you, then let them hug you.”

Attending St. Augustine  
was all in the family

continued from page 5
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Wildlife 
Encounters 
Assembly

Ms. Megan Jenkins
Seventh Grade Homeroom Teacher

On October 24, Saint Augustine 
was privileged to have Wildlife 
Encounters come to our school 
and present a show. The theme of 
the show was ancient Egypt, and 
Wildlife Encounters brought live 
animals found in the Nile River area 
for the students to see and touch. Our 
students were able to see an African 
sideneck turtle; two types of African 
snakes, a wild cat and a legless lizard! 
We split the presentation into two 
sessions so the students had the most 
exposure to the presentation. 

The students had a great time and 
learned about animals they didn’t 
even know existed. Even the teachers 
learned quite a bit that day! 

We look forward to offering more 
hands-on experiences and assemblies 
for the students as they become 
available.

Mass for Life (March for Life 
3)
Mrs. LupitaDeHaney (left), 
sixth grade homeroom and 
middle school Language 
Arts teacher, with Ms. Alexis 
Latney, Kindergarten teacher, 
at the Verizon Center on Jan. 
25 for the Mass for Life.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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