
I enjoy sharing all the wonderful 
activities that our school is privileged 
to engage in all year long.  I am proud 
to highlight the following areas of 
achievement.  Kindly, join me in 
congratulating our students, faculty 
and their coaches. 

*This fall, our JV boys flag football 
team is undefeated - Go Saints! 

*St. Augustine Catholic School is 
proud to announce the formation of 
the 2014-2015 Honors Mathematics 
Program. Students selected to 
participate in the program were 
selected by recommendation of their 
mathematics teacher, and based 
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on their exceptional performance 
on the beginning-of-year, Baseline 
Standardized Test, administered 
by Scantron Performance Series 
on behalf of the Archdiocese of 
Washington (ADW). Each student 

selected scored well above the 
national average and ADW average, 
at their grade level, with over 80 
percent of the students scoring at or 
above the 90th percentile. Seventy-
one of our scholars from grades K-8 
qualified for the program, and many 
other students fell just a few points 
shy.

The honors math classes are 
conducted under the supervision of 
Mr. Ronald Riley, Math Department 
chairman, and offered to each 
student in grade cluster classes each 
week. Students receive honors Math 
in addition to daily Math instruction 
taught by the teachers. 

*After assessing the impact this 
will have on our students, we decided 
to launch an Honors Language Art 
program, taught by Ms. Lupita Maria 
Garza. Our students and parents love 
it. Not many schools have the luxury 
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Twenty-eight students 
are enrolled in St. Augustine 
School’s newly formed English 
Language Arts (ELA) Honors 
program. Ms. Lupita Garza, 
middle school ELA teacher, is 
the director of the program. 
Sixth through eighth grade 
students are eligible for the 
program.

Student eligibility was 
determined by testing results on the Scantron 
Performance Series benchmark this fall, according to Ms. 
Garza, who is in the third year teaching at St. Augustine. 
Those whose test scores ranged from Above Average to 
High Average were eligible for the ELA Honors program. 
“The course selection focuses on advanced writing, 
mechanics, and critical literacy in literature,” Ms. Garza 
said. 

Twelve out of eighteen students in the St. Augustine 
Catholic School seventh grade are in the ELA Honors 
program. The seventh graders performed the best of 
the three grades on the Scantron Performance Series 
Benchmark. A District of Columbia native who attended 
St. Benedict the Moor School, Ms. Garza is pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Secondary Education from Grand 
Canyon University.

Remedial students aren’t being left behind. They 
receive pullout service from the Title 1 instructor, Ms. 
Emily Gregosky, and have modified workloads and 
direct instruction from Ms. Garza each week to increase 
their understanding of ELA material. “For students who 
function on level or below level, there is still rigor in their 
main class sessions to provide corrective instruction and 
stretch their current understanding of both literature 
and written communication,” Ms. Garza added.

Students who didn’t test in during the benchmark 
assessment may test into the ELA Honors program in 
January during the mid-year assessment. In addition, 
students who don’t maintain their standing on the 
assessment will be removed from the program and have 
to wait until the first benchmark assessment of the next 

school year.

“This program is meant to challenge the advanced 
students,” Ms Garza said. “My goal, in addition, is to 
motivate students who are ‘bubble’ students, those in 
between reaching their potential and resting at their 
current level, to push themselves to become part of the 
course.” 

Enrollment Increases 
in 2014-2015

St. Augustine School launches  
English Language Arts Honors Program

Our school year is off 
to a successful start, with 
213 students enrolled 
in PreK-3 though 8th 
grade! This enrollment 
increase, from 205 
students in 2013-2014,  
is a testimony to the 
dedicated work of Vice 
Principal Mr. Raven 
Wilkins, the school’s 
director of admissions, 

and the strong satisfaction of many St. Augustine 
parents, who continue to refer other parents to 
the school.

“This is a team effort,” Mr. Wilkins said. 
“The teachers’ hard work is the reason we are 
increasing. (Parents) hear about the great news 
via word of mouth and the website.”

In September, St. Augustine School held two 
well-attended Back to School Night events, one 
where the teachers and staff met the parents, and 
the second a cookout where parents signed up for 
after-school activities for their children.

We continue to be less dependent on the 
Opportunity Scholarship Program, down from 
75 percent of our students participating in it in 
2007-2008 to 31 percent during the 2014-2015 
school year.
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On Sept. 30, St. Augustine 
Catholic School launched a 
Math Honors Program, with 
61 students participating from 
second to eighth grades. Mr. 
Ron Riley, head of our Math 
Department, created the 
program, with assistance from 
Mr Patrick Respers, Middle 
School math teacher.

The Math Honors Program is 
focused on building on students’ computational skills 
and higher level problem solving. Math Honors Program 
clusters meet four times each week. To qualify for the 
program, students needed to have scored in the 80th 
percentile or higher in the Scantron Performance Series 
test in September, with their scores compared against 
children in their grade nationwide and in our district 
(Archdiocese of Washington). There will be future 
opportunities for students to join the Math Honors 
Program if they qualify.

In addition to our Math Honors Program, St. Augustine 
Catholic School is bolstering its focus on mathematics 
enrichment by having Mr. Raven Wilkins, assistant 
principal and director of admissions, offer free tutoring 

services for students at 7 a.m. each school day.

Year-End Donation

Mission Statement

Please consider a year-end donation to support 
our students at St. Augustine Catholic School in the 
enclosed envelope or online at www.staug-dc.org. 
Donations made by December 31, 2014, qualify as 
tax deductible donations for 2014, according to IRS 
regulations.

We received more than $340,000.00 in support 
during fiscal year 2014, ending June 30, 2014, 
from individuals and foundations. Please contact 
Bill Murray, development officer, at bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org or 240-418-5427 for more 
information. Thank you for your support.

Saint Augustine Catholic School’s primary task 
is the communication of the person and message 

of Christ. We provide this through standards 
based curriculum, community service, and 

leadership opportunities in a global society.

Congratulations

To Mrs. Catherine McDonnell, fourth grade 
teacher, and her husband Michael McDonnell 
on becoming a parent to their son Miles. This 
year also marks the 10th anniversary of Ms. 
McDonnell’s starting her work at the school.

To Rev. Patrick A. Smith, pastor of St. Augustine 
Catholic Church, on his 10th anniversary of 
being a pastor at our church.

To Rev. Andrew Gonzalo, associate pastor at 
St. Augustine Catholic Church, on his 20th 
anniversary of priestly ordination. 

To Mr. Raven Wilkins, vice principal and director 
of admissions, on his wedding to the former 
Miss Lesbern Lewis on July 19, 2014, at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Landover Hills, Md.

Math Honors Program Launched
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St. Augustine Catholic School has added four new 
teachers to its 2014-2015 staff.

Ms. Emily Gregoski (Title 
I) holds a M.A. in Reading and 
a bachelor’s in Early Childhood 
Education. An employee of 
Learn It, which provides Title 
I services to District schools, 
Ms. Gregoski provides services 
to students struggling with 
concepts and skills in reading 
and language arts. She formerly 
served as a special education 

teacher in Virginia Beach, Va.

“I see the students and the school as a tight-knit 
family,” Ms. Gregoski said. “They all care about each 
others successes and want to help when success isn’t so 
easy. The students are excited to learn and I look forward 
to seeing them everyday.”

Mr. Emilio Monzon (Spanish) 
has taught at Don Bosco Cristo 
Rey High School in Takoma 
Park and St. Columba School in 
Oxon Hill. He holds a Master’s 
in Education and a bachelor 
of science degree in Computer 
Information Systems. 

“They have a strong base,” he 
said of St. Augustine students, 
although it is a challenge to be a 

part-time foreign language instructor. He is grateful for 
the strong support from the staff. Mr. Monzon is a native 
of El Salvador.

Mr. Michael Simzak (Middle 
School Social Studies/Seventh 
Grade Homeroom) is an Army 
veteran who holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Classics from Howard 
University and a Master’s 
in History from Villanova 
University. He graduated from 
Howard with Summa Cumma 
Laude honors and as a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa, despite the 
fact that his college education 

was interrupted by two years of serving in the Army. He 
received A’s in all his college courses, except for three 
classes, where he earned B’s. 

Mr. Simzak served for nine years in the Army, with 
almost all of his service in Special Operations, including 
in 2003-2004 for Operation Iraqi Freedom, when he had 
to leave Howard. 

His mother is vice principal at St. Elizabeth School. 
Knowing her son wanted to switch careers from sales 
to teaching, she told him about a hiring fair for the 
Archdiocese of Washington Catholic Schools, where he 
met Sr. Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal of St. Augustine 
School. He later learned that Rev. Ken Barrett, his great 
uncle, knew the father of Rev. Patrick Smith (pastor of St. 
Augustine Catholic Church) the late Rev.  Anthony Smith. 

“I love ‘em,” he said of the St. Augustine School students 
and families.  Mr. Simzak is also a  contributor to the 
Huffington Post website as a sports writer.

Ms. Amanda Surless 
(Kindergarten) holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education and 
formerly taught at St. Ann’s 
Academy at Tenley Circle, which 
closed in June 2014. She also 
works at The Sheridan School in 
their summer program, where 
she helps prepare students for 
kindergarten.

A native of North New 
Jersey, Ms. Surless holds a bachelor’s in Early Childhood 
Education from Catholic University of America. “I wanted 
to be a kindergarten teacher since I was in kindergarten,” 
she said. With her assistant, Ms. Brown, she has 12 girls 
and eight boys in her kindergarten class this year.

continued on page 5

New Teachers at St. Augustine Catholic School

Planned Giving Corner
Once you have taken care of your family and loved 

ones, please consider a bequest to support St. 
Augustine Catholic School of Washington, D.C. 

For more information, please contact Fr. Patrick 
A. Smith at 202-265-1470 or send an email to 

legacy@saintaugustine-dc.org.
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and privilege to plan and execute such a prestigious 
program. It is up and running without difficulty in a short 
period of time. Thank you to Mr. Riley, Mr. Raven Wilkins, 
Mr. Patrick Respers, Ms. Garza and Mr. Travis Barnhardt. 
Well done.  

According to a saying I recently read, “I can’t change the 
direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always 
reach my destination.”  Please support St. Augustine 
through CFC/United Way and while shopping at Giant, 
Harris Teeter, Safeway, and Target.

Thank you for investing and believing in us. 
Sincerely,

Sr. Gloriamary  Agumagu HHCJ

From the Principal Desk

New Teachers at St. Augustine 
Catholic School

continued from page 1

continued from page 4

“I love the school so far,” Ms. Surless said of St. 
Augustine. “Everyone has been very generous 
and kind and welcoming. The students greet me 
with a smile every morning.” She appreciates the 
collaboration with her cluster the first and second 
grade teachers, and describes the school’s staff as 
fantastic! She added: They made me feel at home.

Ms. Surless also heads up the St. Augustine 
Cheerleading Club, with 47 girls from PreK through 
8th grade. It was a natural fit for her, since Ms Surless 
served as Captain of the dance team at the Catholic 
University of America, where she attended college.

The Saints - On All Hallow’s Eve, October 31, St. Augustine students commemorate the school’s mascot, The Saints, by 
dressing as favorite saints of theirs, ahead of All Saints Day, Nov. 1. With them are Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal 

(right), and Sister Emmanuelle Ladipo, HHCJ, director of religious education (left).

The Saints
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Elexia“Lexi” Alleyne ’11 is a senior 
at Benjamin Banneker Academic 
High School in Washington, D.C., in 
the school’s Advanced Placement 
track. She is performing her required 
270 community service hours at 
St. Augustine School so she can 
graduate in June 2015. Since leaving 
our school, she has developed her 
writing and public speaking abilities.

In the 10th grade, according to her 
mother, Alexa Alleyne, Lexi obtained 
a 999, the highest possible score on 
the Composition portion of DC CAS 
testing.

Lexi is a writer and model for 
LOVE, Girls Magazine (a magazine 
for girls by girls) and was featured 
on the cover of the Spring 2014 
issue, where she also contributed a 
story, “My Prom Dress Experience,” 
in which she encouraged females to 
wear the prom dress of their dreams. 
She hosted the 2014 Love Awards 
and was presented with the Editorial 

Excellence Award.

She danced ballet, tap, 
jazz, modern dance since 
she was two years old at 
Jones Haywood Dance 
School, but in June she 
hung up her ballerina 
slippers to dedicate 
more time to poetry. She 
writes and performs her 
own poetry. 

She is a poet who is 
hoping to win her spot 
on the DC Youth Slam 
Team. Lexi performs 
every third Saturday at 
Bus Boys & Poets and 
has writing workshops 
at Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library every Tuesday 
sponsored by Split this 
Rock with Poetry Coach 
Jonathon Tucker. She’s 
performed at The Kennedy Center, 
Martha’s Vineyard, The Arc, and 

The Atlas. Lexi performed 
at The Poetry Slam event 
at the 2014 National 
Book Festival at the DC 
Convention Center, before 
an audience of more than 
500 people.

Her summer job is 
working with her mentor 
Goldie Deane, the executive 
director of FRESHH 
(Females Representing 
Every Side of Hip Hop), 
through which she 
performs at community 
events. She also works 
with Patrick Washington at 
WBL (Words, Beats & Life); 
who nominated her for the 
Raise Up Project which 
focuses on the high school 
dropout crisis. A couple of 

weeks ago Lexi was nominated by the 
Higher Achievement Program, from 
whence she’s graduated, to speak 
on a National Education Association 
student panel in front of an audience 
of more than 500 school officials, 
teachers and principals.

Lexi is taking Latin in school 
after taking three years of French. 
She’s a member of the Drama Club 
at Banneker and was the lead love 
interest in Arsenic and Old Lace. Her 
goal is to be a Speech Pathologist 
and work with students in the school 
system. 

She is also preparing to be a 
debutante for the 2015 AKA Cotillion 
sponsored by the Ivy Foundation 
taking place on April 18, 2015. 

Lexi’s poetry piece “Mamacita” 
from the Kennedy Center is posted 
on YouTube and the National Book 
Festival under Elexia Alleyne.

She danced ballet, tap, 
jazz, modern dance since 
she was two years old at 
Jones Haywood Dance 
School, but in June she 
hung up her ballerina 
slippers to dedicate 
more time to poetry. She 
writes and performs her 

She is a poet who is 
hoping to win her spot 
on the DC Youth Slam 
Team. Lexi performs 
every third Saturday at 
Bus Boys & Poets and 
has writing workshops 
at Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library every Tuesday 
sponsored by Split this 
Rock with Poetry Coach 

The Atlas. Lexi performed 
at The Poetry Slam event 
at the 2014 National 
Book Festival at the DC 
Convention Center, before 
an audience of more than 
500 people.

working with her mentor 
Goldie Deane, the executive 
director of FRESHH 
(Females Representing 
Every Side of Hip Hop), 
through which she 
performs at community 
events. She also works 
with Patrick Washington at 
WBL (Words, Beats & Life); 
who nominated her for the 
Raise Up Project which 
focuses on the high school 
dropout crisis. A couple of 
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Please consider giving to the school through workplace 
giving. 

Federal government workers can support our 
educational programs for PreK3 through 8th Grade 
children through the 2014-2015 Combined Federal 
Campaign of the National Capital Area. Our CFC number 
is #20000. One can find more information about this 
program at www.cfcnca.org. 

Those who can participate in the United Way of the 
National Capital Area workplace giving programs should 
consider supporting St. Augustine School. Our United 
Way number is #9670. Find more information about this 
workplace giving program at www.uwnca.org.

The open enrollment season for CFC and United Way 
lasts from September through December. Thank you to 
all past and current CFC and United Way donors to St. 
Augustine School. 

Those with questions about workplace giving and 
other forms of giving to support our school may contact 
Bill Murray, development director, at 240-418-5427 
or bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. Last school year, 
individuals and foundations gave more than $260,000 
to support our school, and we thank you all for your 
generosity.

Give to St. Augustine at 
Work through the CFC and 

United Way programs
Support St. Augustine 

while you shop

Giant Food A+ School 
Rewards 

St. Augustine School 
#00110

Safeway Boxtops 
for Education 

Please drop off your boxtops 
in the front office

Target Take Charge
of Education
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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