
The wonderful thing 
about being a Catholic 
School is there are 
many different ways to 
introduce students to the 
richness of our Catholic 
faith without a lot of 
extra effort.  

Let me first be clear 
about the fact that we 
have students from many 
different backgrounds 
both culturally and 
religiously. Sometimes 

parents choose 
our school for 
the discipline 

that is part of the Catholic school brand.  Others appreciate 
the smaller classrooms while others are attracted by the 
presence of Religious Sisters and that Saint Augustine is 
a faith-based school where every child learns the habit 
of praying on a daily basis.  At the same time, if we were 
not academically competitive then we would be out of 
business! Without a doubt, God is no afterthought at Saint 
Augustine School and neither is academic excellence!  

The spiritual foundation we provide does not involve 
pressuring or coercing students to embrace the Catholic 
Faith nor do we belittle other religious or faith traditions. 
We do, however, share our beliefs and practices with all of 
our students.  That means that even a proud atheist that 
graduates from our school would leave our school with 

a very good knowledge of Catholic beliefs and practices 
along with everyone else who studied here!   

I find that many students see the teachings; rites and 
rituals that make Catholicism stand out as unique very 
intriguing and thought provoking.  This is never truer 
than during the Lenten Season when we tend to “pull 
out all of the stops!”  Whether it be the blessing of ashes 
on Ash Wednesday; praying the Stations of the Cross; 
or visiting the church for Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament during the three-day Parish Mission, Lent is 
an especially great time to be introduced to our Catholic 
traditions.    

One of the biggest blessings for me this year was my 
decision to teach religion classes for the 5th through 8th 
grades two days a week.  

One day I was teaching a class on the meaning of 
“grace.”  To illustrate what grace is and the difference it 
makes in one’s life, I found myself sharing with the class 
the powerful experience of being at my mother’s bedside 
with my father and other siblings on the day she died and 
subsequently doing her funeral. 

My class listened in rapt attention and was mostly 
speechless when I finished.  But one thing was for sure: 
they all better understood what God’s grace was and just 
how “Amazing” it really is!   

I pray that you too get to experience in a new and 
profound way the power of God’s Amazing Grace as you 
follow your own journey through this Lenten Season.  

God bless you!  
Rev. Patrick A. Smith
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JV Boys Basketball Team wins championship
Waking up the echo of past CYO triumphs, 

the St. Augustine Saints JV Boys Basketball 
team, primarily comprised of fifth and 
sixth grade boys and led by Coach Richard 
Lancaster, completed its Winter CYO 
basketball season undefeated in the seven-
game regular season. 

The blue-and-white team from 15th and V 
Streets put a punctuation mark on its success 
by defeating Our Lady of Lourdes of Bethesda 
in the Division Championship at St. Elizabeth 
School in Rockville in Saturday, March 8, the 
fourth game in their District Tournament. 
The team had played its regular season 
games at Blessed Sacrament School in Chevy 
Chase and Benjamin Banneker Middle School 
in Burtonsville, Md., so parents had to put 
some mileage on their cars to get to games.

Coach Richard Lancaster noted that his 
team defeated a tough Our Lady of Lourdes 
team three times during the season, and 
they also beat St. Ann’s, another difficult 
opponent. He has coached through St. 
Augustine CYO for more than three years, 
giving him perspective on the team.

“We had a lot of talented players,” Coach 
Lancaster said. “A  lot of players were willing 
to work hard.”

Coach Lancaster appreciated the efforts of parents, 
who donated snacks for the boys after games. “The team 
moms were very passionate in supporting the team,” 
he said. “They made sure all the players were happy. I 
appreciate everybody, the parents and the kids, coming 
out to pracice and working hard.”

“I think it’s great that they won alll their regular season 
games and also went undefeated in a double elimination 
tournament,” said Lisa Aiken, mother of twins Michael 
and Mark Aiken, who are fifth grade students. She noted 
that it’s challenging to coach a team with a mixture 
of experienced and inexperienced players and try to 
compete with other tournament teams while ensuring 
that all players get time on the court.

During the season, Mrs. Aiken was known in the 
bleachers as one of the most boisterous St. Augustine 
supporters during games. Her nephew, Daniel Allen, is 
a seventh grade student who also played on the JV boys 
basketball team.

“I’m very proud of these young men,” Coach Lancaster 
said. “They’re building a future at St. Augustine with 
sports,” he said. He noted the particpation in flag football, 
fencing and other sports at St. Augustine and that as 
children learn how to win, they develop a hunger to 
compete and win more.

Michael Aiken, one of the team’s leading scorers, also 
won the Knights of Columbus free throw competition for 
his U-10 age group.  

The St. Augustine CYO JV boys team ended with a defeat 
at St. Bartholomew’s in Bethesda, Md., to St. Bernadette 
of Silver Spring in an eight-team city championship 
tournament sponsored by parents at Holy Redeemer 
School in Kensington. Coach Lancaster noted that his 
team was depleted that day. 

Nonetheless, a three-foot high trophy as a testimony 
to the team’s CYO success this year sits in the school’s 
front office. Following their victory, an announcement 
about the team’s District Tournament victory earned an 
ovation at Sunday Mass at St. Augustine Catholic Church.
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As the end of the third quarter approaches, in this 
season of Lent, I am excited about the wonderful things 
the Lord is doing here at St. Augustine School.  

I would like to take this opportunity to share a bit of the 
good news. The year began with us facing the challenge of 
preparing our reaccreditation plan.  Producing this plan 
required us to look critically at our successes, and the 
areas where we could improve.  After we completed and 
submitted our plan, a team of educators representing 
AdvancED, came to evaluate our school.  I am proud to 
announce that we received our reaccreditation with 
flying colors.

Our focus this school year has been on implementation 
of our curriculum, with emphasis on high academic 
standards.  Last year, St. Augustine School posted great 
gains on our End-of-Year Standardized Test (Performance 
Series).  Our goal coming into this year was to improve 
on those gains, and we have.  

In February 2014 we completed our Mid-Year 
Standardized Test (Performance Series).  The 
Archdiocese of Washington Catholic Schools Office of 
Assessment and Research prepared a comprehensive 
analysis of our results. The results showed that 86% of 
our students scored at or above average in reading, and 
87% scored at or above average in math.

Our theme for the rest of the school year is “Finishing 
Strong.”  The teachers are developing strategies and 
action plans to move the students that are average to 
above average, and to insure that those below average 
continue to show the gains necessary to make sure that 
no St. Augustine student is left behind.  

In May 2014 we will take our End-of-Year Standardized 
test, and I look forward to reporting the good news of 
our results.    

Sincerely,
Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ

From the Principal’s Desk
Finishing Strong
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On March 25, St. Augustine 
School students heard presentations 
from speakers in accounting, 
diplomacy, government disability 
services, economics, fire and rescue, 
financial planning, international 
development, law, nursing, private 
equity, and other fields of work. 
Career Day has been an annual 
Spring event at St. Augustine School 
for four years.

Career Day
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at the Institute for Policy Studies 
(IPS) in November 2013, and in 
London, England, at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) 
in December 2013. 

Valerie Mesa-Vega ‘01 After 
graduating from McNamara in 
2005, went to the Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, Wash., and later 
transferred to DePaul University in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

“I graduated from DePaul in 
2009 with a BA in Communications 
and Media. I also completed an 
internship at Telemundo Chicago 
in the newsroom,” she reports. “I’m 
currently living in New Orleans, 
Louisiana and working at Delgado 
Community College library. This fall, 
I hope to begin graduate school and 
pursue a masters degree in television 
and film production.”

Brittany Nicole Marshall ‘03 is 
a reporter at WHAG, Channel 4, an 
NBC affiliate Hagerstown, Md. She 

Monea (Hendricks) Abdul Majeed 
‘96 relocated to Pennsylvania with 
her husband and gave birth to her 
daughter Lailah. “I kept my (Bureau 
of) Census job by workig from home 
100 percent,” she said. “I got very 
lucky because the agency does not 
do this often.” Monea holds a Ph.D in 
Sociology from Howard University.

Robtel Neajai Pailey ‘96 is 
pursuing a doctorate in development 
studies at the University of London’s 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) as a Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
Ph.D. Scholar. 

In 2013, she wrote an anti-
corruption primer for children 
entitled Gbagba, illustrated by 
Liberian graphic artist Chase 
Walker and published by One Moore 
Book LLC. The book was launched 
in Monrovia, Liberia’s capital, in 
February 2013, in Washington, D.C., 

Alumni! Do you have news to 
report? Would you like to be 

added to the St. Augustine Saints 
mailing list? Please contact 
Bill Murray at bmurray@

saintaugustine-dc.org.

Planned Giving 
Corner

Once you have taken care of 
your family and loved ones,  
please consider a bequest to 

support St. Augustine Catholic 
School of Washington, D.C. 

For more information, 
please contact Fr. Patrick A. 
Smith at 202-265-1470 or 
send an email to legacy@

saintaugustine-dc.org.

Spelling Bee 
Winners

Math Bee 
Winners

February 2014
Sixth through Eighth Grades

First Place: Christian Kebede
Second Place: Sonia Bautista

Third Place: Kidan Tesfaichael
Alternate: Gabriella Guerra

Congratulations
to the winners!

February 2014
Sixth through Eighth Grades

First Place: Aiman Khan
Second Place: Quenton Williams

Third Place: Nkosi Mteeka

previously received a Master’s degree 
in Journalism from Northwestern 
University.
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Sister Emmanuella 
Ladipo, HHCJ, the 
director of religious 
educaiton at St. 
Augustine Catholic 
School, was honored 
with the Manifesting 
the Kingdom Award by 
Donald Cardinal Wuerl 
of Washington on 
January 5, 2014, during 
Epiphany Sunday 
Mass at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate 
Conception in 
Washington. Sister Emmanuella was one of more than 
200 local Catholics honored that day.

She was one of 204 local Catholics honored by an award 
that Cardinal Wuerl has given out twice since he came to 
Washington in 2006. The Catholic Standard, the weekly 
newspaper published by the Archdiocese of Washington, 
wrote a profile story about Sister Emmanuella in January 
as a result of her outstanding service as a Catechist and 
Religious” You refer to the award directly or indirectly 
three times in the beginning of the article. My change 
drops the fourth reference and replaces it with Sister’s 
actually qualities being commemorated by the award. 

As she prepared for Epiphany Sunday in January, Sister 
Emmanuella led a group of Pre-Kindergarten students in 
commemorating the visit of the Three Kings to the baby 
Jesus in the manger, making little crowns out of colored 
construuction paper.

Sister Emmanuella came to St. Augustine Catholic 
School in 2007, initially serving for a year as principal 
before eventually settling into her role as director of 
religious education. She is a Handmaid of the Holy 
Child Jesus, a missionary order that began in her native 
Nigeria. She and Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal 
of St. Augustine Catholic School, are the two Handmaids 
of the Holy Child Jesus assigned to St. Augustine Catholic 
School.

Working closely with Rev. Patrick A. Smith, pastor, and 
Sister Gloria, Sister Emmauellla helped revitalize the 
Catholic identity of St. Augustine Catholic School, which 
serves more than 207 students in PreK-3 through 8th 
grade. 

In addition to 
Friday morning 
weekly Masses, the 
students also pray 
together five times 
each day including the 
Memorarae and the Act 
of Contrition. She puts 
a lot of enthusiasm 
and energy into her 
teaching and seeks to 
engage each parent 
in his or her child’s 
education and faith 
formation.

At the beginning of each the year Sister Emmanuella 
reviews student registrations and makes a point to 
reach out to Catholic parents whose children they list as 
unbaptized or in need of other sacraments. 

While all students take Religon courses, at St. Augustine 
Catholic School, Sister Emmanuella and her colleagues 
don’t set out to convince children or families practicing 
other faith traditions to convert to Catholicism, but the 
unchurched and fallen away Catholics do often find 
themselves genuinely moved by the solid teaching and 
compelling witness to the faith that happens throughout 
the life of our school. 

Undoubtedly, for this reason since 2010 over 50 
students, in consultation with their parents, have 
become Catholic. This phenomenon caught the attention 
of Cardinal Wuerl, who visited St. Augsustine Catholic 
School in 2010 and declared that the school was a good 
example of the New Evangelization that he is trying to 
promote in the Archdiocese of Washington. 

Sister Emmanuella grew up a Methodist but converted 
in her youth while attending a Catholic school I Nigeria. 
She said that Catholic schools are a good place to “catch” 
converts, using similar language to Jesus, who used fishing 
metaphors to describe evangelization and disclipleship. 

She sometimes brings children to Sunday Mass when 
their parents can’t and also visits the elderly in nursing 
homes with children at times.

This year, as many as a dozen St. Augustine Catholic 
School students might be baptized Catholic at the Easter 
Vigil at St. Augustine Catholic Church. The percentage of 
Catholics at the school has increased from approxiamately 
25 percent in 2007-2008 to 50 percent now.

Sister Emmanuella honored by Donald Cardinal Wuerl
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Christmas Play December 19, 2013

Science Fair March 27, 2014
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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