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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners 
& Friends,

I don’t know about you but we 
here at Saint Augustine School are 
still feeling the “Francis Effect” after 
his extraordinary rapid-paced visit 
to the United States last week!  After 
watching him day after day, I couldn’t 
help but think that if I have half his 
energy when I turn 78 then I’ll be 
doing very well for myself!  

Our church was given just 30 
tickets to attend the Mass at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception! Then two 
days before the Holy Father’s arrival 
we received an additional 80 tickets 
for the church and school.  We sent 
out an email blast Monday morning 

to many parishioners, and 6 hours 
later they were gone!   Fortunately, 
more tickets were made available 
to some of the young people in our 
parish – both in the school and in 
our CCD Program – to meet Pope 
Francis when he arrived at Joint Base 
Andrews on Tuesday morning.  It 
was not only an exciting experience 
for them but it also provided an 
opportunity for some of the children 
in our Sunday School Program and 
some in our elementary school 
to travel and welcome the Pope 
together.  

So, thanks to the Pope and 
especially the hard and dedicated 
work of our faculty and staff, the 
school has gotten off to an exciting 
start this year.  Every summer, the 
school gets a partial makeover (e.g., 
repairs, deep cleaning, painting and 
upgrading of equipment) and other 
improvements to assure that our 
teachers and students have all they 
need to “hit the ground running” 
when the doors of the school open! 

As Bishop of Rome and pastor of 
the Church Universal, Pope Francis 
sets a high bar for the rest of us 
pastors, let me assure you!  Like the 
Holy Father we at St. Augustine School 
are all about the children: fostering 
their love of learning; helping them 
recognize and develop their unique 
gifts and talents; encouraging them 
to respect and work collaboratively 
with their classmates; and, of course, 
providing many opportunities to 
grow in their love for and devotion 
to the God whose love for them is 
absolute and unwavering.  

We have 201 children enrolled in 
PreK-3 through Eighth Grade this 
school year. As the Holy Father called 
on the U.S. Congress and the American 
people to make the same hopes and 
aspirations that adults have available 
to the next generation, so we are 
committed to doing our very best to 
make great opportunities available to 
our children, regardless of whether 
they come from a working class 
family, a family of college-educated 
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Sister Emmanuella completes work at St. Augustine

We sometimes read in the 
newspaper or hear in the news about 
American teens fleeing from their 
families to join a radical sect.

In the case of Sister 
EmmanuellaLapido, H.H.C.J., she 
joined her religious order as a 
teenager in her native Nigeria, 
leaving behind her native western 
part of the country to go to the east, 
since her mother was opposed to her 
daughter’s entering religious life.

Sister Emmanuella was raised a 
Methodist, and she became a Catholic 
in 1979 during the equivalent of the 
junior year in high school, while she 
was attending a Catholic girls high 
school. She traces her conversion to 
her brother-in-law’s being a Catholic, 
and Sister Emmanuella’s asking her 
sister why she could not receive 
communion when she attended Mass 
with her husband. 

Sister Emmanuela is part of the 
Yoruba tribe, which dominates 
western Nigeria and is split between 
Muslims and Christians, the vast 
majority of whom are Anglicans, 
Baptists, and Methodists, since 
Catholic missionaries were only 
allowed to work in the Igbo-
dominated east of Nigeria.

Feeling the calling to become a 
Catholic sister upon her secondary 

school graduation, Sister Emmanuella 
made a three-day visit to a convent, 
where the life of prayer and quiet 
appealed to her. Particularly since 
young Emmanuella had only become 
a Catholic a year before, her mother 
did not support her decision to 
become a religious. 

Emmanuella spent about a year 
working for Nigerian Airways as 
a grand hostess, selling tickets to 
airline flights. In October 1979, she 
journeyed to southern Nigeria, with a 
small travel bag and her last paycheck 
for travel money. On Aug. 15, 1982, 
she made her first profession as 
a Handmaid of 
the Holy Child 
Jesus, choosing 
them over the 
D o m i n i c a n 
Sisters since the 
Handmaids had 
their novitiate in 
southern Nigeria. 
Sadly by the time 
of her profession, 
Sister Emmanuella 
lost her mother, 
who had earlier 
given her consent 
to her daughter 
entering the 
Handmaids of the 
Holy Child Jesus.

This month, 
Sister Emmanuella 
is taking on a 
new challenge, 
after eight years 
working at St. 
Augustine Catholic 
School. She  has 
served as principal 
for one year (2007-
2008), followed 
by her service 

as second grade teacher, and then 
she served as director of religious 
education for six years. During Sister 
Emmanuella’s time as DRE, more 
than 60 students were received into 
the Catholic Church, a reflection 
of St. Augustine’s strong Catholic 
identity and Sister Emmanuella’s 
missionary spirit and dedication to 
our students and families. In 2011-
2012, Sister Emmanuella spent a 
year on assignment in Nigeria. After 
her return, she will serve as principal 
of an all-girls high school in Abuja, 
Nigeria’s capital city.

If you work for an organization that participates 
in the Combined Federal Campaign of the National 
Capital Area (CFC NCA) or United Way of the National 
Capital Area (UWNCA) program, please consider 
making a 2016 pledge to support St. Augustine 
Catholic School during this open enrollment season.

Our CFC NCA number is 20000, while our UWNCA 
number is 9670. The open enrollment season for 
both workplace giving programs lasts through 
December and enables workers to make pre-tax 
payroll deductions to support the charities of their 
choice. The federal government participates in the 
CFC NCA program, while the District of Columbia 
Government participates in the UWNCA program.

Thank you very much for supporting St. 
Augustine Catholic School! If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Bill Murray, the school’s 
development officer, at 240-418-5427 or bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org.

Support St. Augustine 
through the United Way 

and CFC programs
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Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends,
Going back to school and adjusting 

to new routines can be tricky for 
students, but having the right tools 
can make the transition easier. We 
began our school year successfully 
after Labor Day on Sept. 8 with 
201 students enrolled from PreK-3 
through Grade 8. 

Abia Khan ’11 graduated from 
School Without Walls in Washington, 

I would like to introduce our new 
teachers for the year: Ms. Darlyn 
Hernandez, our Pre-Kindergarten 
Teacher’s Aide for 3 and 4 years old, 
and Sr. BibianaOkoro, H.H.C.J., as our 
Director of Religious Studies. Staci 
Adams is the eighth grade homeroom 
and English Language Arts middle 
school teacher, while Benita Lewis 
our Title I teacher.

We have made changes to our 
curriculum. We have a new math 
program called Eureka for Grades 
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 1, new 
Science text books, and the Owl Early 
Childhood Education Program. 

I am excited how we are using 
technology this school year. We 
have also rolled out a smartphone 
app that will help the school 
better communicate with parents, 
grandparents, and guardians. Our 
middle school students in the Audio-
Visual Club with Mr. Raven Wilkins, 
vice principal, and Mr. Neptune 
Pringle, II, our music teacher, 

meanwhile, have debuted the Saints 
Report, a news report-style video 
produced twice a month that includes 
news in the world and in our school.

I hope that you had a spirit filled 
summer and are ready to move 
forward! May Saint Augustine, our 
patron, and Saint Monica, his mother, 
be with us all year long. Our theme for 
this school year is, “Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete” (James 1:4). 

I welcome you to read about the 
school in this newsletter, visit us 
at the school, come to one of our 
upcoming events, and visit our 
website at www.staug-dc.org.

Sincerely,

Sister Gloria Agumagu, H.H.C.J.
Principal

Excitement of 2015-2016 School Year

Abia Khan ‘11
D.C., in June with honors, and she 
is attending George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. 

During her senior year, Abia 
placed third in the DC STEM Fair, 
focused on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. In 
her project, overseen by her teacher 
Sydney Bergman at School Without 
Walls, Abia studied biomarkers of 
viral respiratory illness in children. 

Having finished third in the DC 
STEM Fair, in May, she competed in 
the Intel International Science and 

Engineering Fair in Pittsburgh, the 
world’s largest pre-college science 
competition, featuring more than 
1,700 high school students from over 
75 countries, regions and territories. 
It was organized by the Society for 
Science & the Public.

Abia grew up across the street from 
St. Augustine School and attended 
the Class of 2015 graduation at St. 
Augustine Church in June. Way to go, 
Abia! We wish you great success at 
GWU and beyond!
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Cheryl Hanton celebrates 40 years at St. Augustine School
She has outlasted Fr. Bouchard, 

Fr. Raymond Kemp, Fr. Lowell Case 
and Fr. Charles C. Green, clerics who 
helped guide St. Augustine Catholic 
Church.

Fifth grade teacher Cheryl Hanton 
has served under the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence, the Handmaids of the 
Holy Child Jesus, and lay principals.

She has seen St. Augustine Catholic 
Church’s parish school’s name change 
from St. Paul and Augustine School 
back to St. Augustine School. She has 
outlived changes in St. Augustine 
School’s uniform, including a red and 
blue ensemble and saddle shoes with 
a blue and white clothing design. 

She has seen the 14th Street 
corridor change from a red light 
district to one of the hottest 
commercial strips in the city.

In August 2015, this survivor, 
Mrs. Hanton, received a plaque from 
the Archdiocese of Washington 
commemorating her 40 years of 
teaching at St. Augustine Catholic 
School. At the Mass to open the 
school year at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, Mr. Thomas Burnford, 
secretary for Catholic Education, 
Mr. Wiliam H. Ryan, superintendent 
for Catholic Schools, and Donald 
Cardinal Wuerl presented Mrs. 
Hanton with her plaque.

With the maiden name Cheryl 
Foster, she came to the parish school, 
a freshly minted alumna of Howard 
University in September 1976, when 
St. Augustine School was continuing 
to hold some elementary school 
level classes at Bishop’s Gate at 15th 
Street, N.W., in addition to the current 
school building at 1421 V Street, 
N.W. Another recent Howard alumna 
whom she knew, Ms. Avis Baltimore, 

was also starting to teach at the 
parish school, and Ms. Baltimore 
encouraged the future Mrs. Hanton to 
apply to St. Augustine. Sister Barbara 
Spears, O.S.P., principal, hired Mrs. 
Hanton.

That first year teaching fifth grade 
with 28 students in her care, Mrs. 
Hanton was the solitary St. Augustine 
teacher working on the top floor 
at 1421 V Street, since the other 
classrooms were rented by another 
school. Having seen her children 
graduate from St. Augustine, these 
days, she still teaches fifth grade, and 
her two grandchildren, KaiLanuza in 
Kindergarten and K’miyahLanuza in 
third grade are also enrolled at St. 
Augustine School.

She remembers when St. 
Augustine School students would 
take recess in the church parking lot, 
with part of the street also blocked 
off to traffic using adhesive tape.

Mrs. Hanton has seen curriculum 
changes take place, and the families 
that St. Augustine School serves also 
change. “Back then, children were 
scared to death of the principal. 
They were more respectful,” she 
said. Teachers and administrators 
could use mild forms of corporal 
punishment, such as tapping 
students on the knuckles. “It was 

stricter back then,” she said.
“Detention meant detection,” Mrs. 

Hanton said, seated in the school’s 
cafeteria two weeks before school 
was to begin, clad in a blue Howard 
University t-shirt. 

“The Oblate Sisters were like 
family,” she said, recalling how she 
would sometimes sleep over at the 
convent with her children if there 
were a solitary Oblate Sister there 
who needed company. When Mrs. 
Hanton’s father passed away, Sister 
Ricardo Maddox, O.S.P., took her 
home and spent time with her during 
that initial time of grieving and 
making funeral arrangements.  

In the late 1970s and 1980s, Mrs. 
Hanton recalls that more of the 
school’s students were parishioners, 
and parents tended to be more 
involved in their children’s education. 
These days, there are more students 
who speak English as a Second 
Language, and communicating 
with their parents can be more 
challenging.

Members of the religious order 
that serves at St. Augustine School 
now, the Handmaids of the Holy 
Child Jesus, wear a religious habit, 
and students pray five times a week 
and attend Mass weekly, so one could 
argue that the most valuable aspects 
of tradition have remained. While 
perhaps there are fewer parish 
children attending the school than 
in the late 1970s and 1980s, nearly 
60 students have been received into 
the Catholic Church since 2010, and 
the student body is approximately 50 
percent Catholic.

Mrs. Hanton is very proud of her 
earning a Master’s degree in Teaching 
from Grand Canyon University in 
2009 and certification. 
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Four new teachers have come to St. Augustine 
Catholic School for the 2015-2016 school year. 

Sister BibianaOkoro, 
H.H.C.J. (Director of Religious 
Education) has been a Handmaid 
of the Holy Child Jesus for 
32 years. She replaces Sister 
EmmanuellaLadipo, H.H.C.J., 
who worked at St. Augustine for 
eight years and has accepted a 
new assignment in Nigeria. Also 

a native of Nigeria, Sister Bibiana came to the United 
States in 2008 on sabbatical and earned a Master’s 
degree in Jewish-Christian Studies from Seton Hall 
University. 

“I wanted to know more about the Christian 
relationship with Jews. Jesus is a Jew; those are his 
roots,” she said of her studies. “Both of his parents 
were Jewish. We have a lot in common,” she said of 
Christians and Jews.

Sister Bibiana described herself as a “teacher by 
profession.” She served as principal of a boarding 
school for middle school and high school girls in 
Nigeria which is called a Juniorate. She said half-
jokingly that adolescents are “crazy” in any country.

“I am Bibiana; she is Emmanuella,” Sister Bibiana 
said of her and her predecessor as director of religious 
education. Under Sister Emmanuella’s leadership, 
nearly 60 students at St. Augustine Catholic School 
were received into the Catholic Church from 2010 to 
2015, which led to a front page story in The Washington 
Post in 2010 and a visit from then Archbishop Donald 
Wuerl. “The more you stay, the more you do well,” 
Sister Bibiana said. 

“We are different people. We will do work differently. 
We will both do well,” Sister Bibiana.

Benita Lewis (Title I) a native 
of Lawrenceville, Va., Ms. Lewis 
brings 16 years of experience 
in public school education to St. 
Augustine School. She is a Title 
I contractor with Performance 
Management Services and 
works five days a week at St. 
Augustine, assisting students 

in groups of no more than six students in Math and 

English Language Arts. 
Ms. Lewis holds a bachelor’s degree in English from 

Hampton University and is working on a Master’s in 
Education Leadership and Policy at American University. 
She is an academic intervention specialist and much of 
her career has been working with D.C. Public Schools. 
Working at St. Augustine is her first non-public school 
teaching experience.

Darlyn Hernandez (PreK 
Teacher’s Aide) A Maryland native, 
Ms. Hernandez holds a bachelor’s 
in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice from the University of 
Maryland. She plans to obtain a 
Master’s in Social Work and thinks 
that working with children will 
help her in such a field of studies 

and work. 
“The children are a lot of work,” she said in the midst of 

a busy afternoon. “I believe with experience, it’s getting 
better,” as students become more familiar with classroom 
routines. She noticed by late September that her 3- and 
4-year old students’ attention spans were getting longer. 
She is excited to be working in a Catholic school and looks 
forward to singing Christmas carols and hymns with the 
students during Advent.

Staci Adams (Middle School 
English Language Arts/8th 
Grade Homeroom) – A native of 
Pittsburgh, Ms. Adams comes to 
St. Augustine Catholic School after 
four years of teaching English, 
Math and Science to elementary 
and middle school student in 
Dubai. In addition, she has taught 

in Harare, Zimbabwe. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Child & Adolescent Development from Spellman College 
in Atlanta, as well as a Master’s in Public Administration 
from Villanova University.

“I’m excited,” she said. “There are a lot of nuances, 
not just coming to the school but moving back to the 
States.”Interviewed during the first week of October, Ms. 
Adams said she feels welcome at the school and “part of 
the family.” This is literally true, since Ms. Adams is the 
cousin of seventh grade homeroom teacher Mr. Michael 
Simzak. 

New Staff Members
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Marcellina M. Brooks (1934-2015)
Marcellina M. Brooks, an 

educator who served as principal 
of Saints Paul and Augustine 
School, passed away on March 
23, 2015. Her funeral Mass took 
place at Holy Redeemer Church 
in Washington on March 27. Dr. 
Brooks resided in Bowie, Md.

The former president of 
Bowie State University, Dr. 
Brooks also served as vice 
president of student affairs at 
the University of the District of 
Columbia. While an Oblate Sister 
of Providence, Dr. Brooks served 
as principal of Holy Comforter/
St. Cyprian School and Saints 
Paul and Augustine School in 
Washington.

M o t h e r 
M a r c e l l i n a 
Brooks, as she 
was known 
then, served 
as principal 
of Saints Paul 
and Augustine 

School from 1966 to 1968, very 
challenging days in the city, given the 
riots that followed the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. She and 
her Oblate Sisters took on the task 
of accompanying local residents 
on errands and grocery store trips 
during the days in April 1968 when 
the Army National Guard occupied 
the city to restore order. 

Rather than abandon the city 

and its people during a difficult 
period, Mother Marcellina and 
the Oblate Sisters fortified their 
resolve and lived in solidarity 
with city residents.

Dr. Brooks also served as 
president of the Mother Lange 
Guild, entrusted with promoting 
the cause of canonization 
for Mother Mary Lange, the 
foundress of the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence. In addition, she 
served as the equal opportunity 
director for the State Board of 
Education in Maryland beginning 
in 1987, after departing Bowie 
State, where she had served as 
acting president in 1983.

Rev. Msgr. Leonard Hurley (1931-2015)
Rev. Msgr. 

Leonard Hurley, 
an Archdiocese of 
Washington priest 
who served as pastor 
of St. Augustine 
Catholic Church, died 
on April 27 at the age 
of 84 in Washington, 
D.C.

On Nov. 25, 1963, 
Msgr. Hurley narrated the Requiem 
Mass for the late President John 
F. Kennedy at the Cathedral of 
St. Matthew the Apostle for a 
worldwide TV and radio audience. 
This was an important duty, since 
the Mass was in Latin. When then-
Father Hurley had gotten the 

news of Kennedy’s 
assassination, he was 
teaching a religion 
class at Saints Paul 
and Augustine School, 
where he first served 
as an associate pastor. 
The Massachusetts 
native had been 
ordained five years 
before, in 1958.

From 1974 to 1987, Msgr. Hurley 
served as the founding pastor of 
Mother Seton Parish in Germantown, 
which he launched from a two-
bedroom house. So beloved was 
Msgr. Hurley there that Fr. Hurley 
Boulevard in Germantown, which 
has its own exit on I-270, bears his 

name.

Msgr. Hurley served as pastor 
of Saints Paul and Augustine 
Parish from 1970 to 1973, and 
he was known as a man of great 
energy who worked 18 hour days 
and walked up stairs two steps 
at a time, according to Morris 
McGregor, writing in his 1999 book 
The Emergence of a Black Catholic 
Community: St. Augustine’s in 
Washington.

During his time as pastor, Msgr. 
Hurley tried to bring together a 
divided parish with declining Mass 
attendance, after the 1961 merger 
between St. Paul Parish and St. 
Augustine Parish. He put great 
effort into maintaining standards 

In Memoriam
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parents, or an immigrant family.  Clearly we at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School intend to make sure that 
the “Francis Effect” continues long after the exciting 
memories of his visit to our country fades into the 
background.  

Thank you for all of your support and be assured 
of my continued prayers for you and those you hold 
dear.  Just as Pope Francis has asked us to pray for 
him, I ask you to please pray for me and the St. 
Augustine School community. 

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor

From the Pastor’s Desk
continued from page 1

at Saints Paul and Augustine 
School and protecting older 
parishioners and parish traditions 
from the great changes in the 
Catholic Church, society and the 
neighborhood. Some in the parish, 
including his associate pastors, 
wanted to put more effort into 
community outreach to the largely 
non-Catholic local neighborhood, 

and Msgr. Hurley wanted to place 
less effort on such initiatives.

Fr. Patrick A. Smith, pastor of 
St. Augustine Catholic Church, 
remembers Fr. Hurley for his time 
as host of the Mass for Shut-ins. 
Fr. Smith recalls that Msgr. Hurley 
insisted that African-American altar 
servers be included in the Mass 
for Shut-ins. Msgr. Hurley served 

for 13 years as director of radio 
and TV communications for the 
Archdiocese of Washington.

According to Fr. Smith, Msgr. 
Hurley was also known for reaching 
out to youth in the neighborhood 
near St. Augustine and encouraging 
them to be active in the CYO 
program, whether they were 
Catholic or not.

Michael Leroy Matthews ’69 passed 
away on July 21, 2015 following 
medical complications due to 
endocarditis at Washington Hospital 
Center. The oldest son of the late John 
S. Matthews and Corinthia Matthews 
Irving was one of 13 siblings. Michael 
Matthews was a lifelong St. Augustine 
parishioner and an alumnus with an 
extraordinary dedication to the school.

Mr. Matthews showed his leadership 
qualities early. He graduated near the top of his 

St. Paul and Augustine School eighth 
grade class in 1969. He served as the 
first African-American class president 
at Archbishop Carroll High School and 
Class of 1973 valedictorian. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree from St. Louis 
University. In his career, Mr. Matthews 
word for IBM Corp. for more than 20 
years, including eight years in research 
and development, and M-Cubed 
Information Systems as a systems 
analyst for eight years.

Mr. Matthews served as president of the St. 
Augustine School Alumni Association in the 1990s, 
helping his fellow alumni better connect with each 
other and the school. According to Rev. Patrick A. 
Smith, pastor of St. Augustine, Mr. Matthews also 
lent his engineering and information technology 
expertise to St. Augustine School for years, saving 
the school “tens of thousands of dollars,” through 
his patiently and methodically designing and 
building the school’s first computer lab pro bono.

St. Augustine Catholic Church recognized Mr. 
Matthews with the Vincent Brooks Award for 
community service. 

Michael L. Matthews is survived by his daughter 
Marissa, sibings Carolyn, Marilyn, Norita, John, 
Adrin, Charles, Steward, and Johnisha. His sisters 
Renee, Deborah, Demerice, and Megan preceded 
him in death. 

Michael L. Matthews (1955-2015)In Memoriam
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