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Forming the Next Generation of Leaders
From the Pastor’s Desk

I have been spending a lot of time 
lately reflecting on our mission as a 
school.  As a school we provide the 
best education we can to each of our 
students.  But there is more.  As a 
Catholic school we not only educate 
minds but form hearts.  We seek to 
make our students well informed but 
in such a way that will lead to lives 
transformed.  We not only introduce 
them to the concept of a living and 
active relationship with God through 
prayer, we actually stop and pray 
several times a day.  Finally, we equip 
them, not only with the knowledge 
they require to successfully pass on 
to the next grade but, with the virtues 
they need to leave the world a better 
place than they found it.   

How do we achieve this?  Of course, 
we provide a well-equipped and safe 
building for student instruction but 
we also make a deliberate effort to 
go further by exposing them to an 
environment permeated with Gospel 
values and a culture of faith that 

they can see, breathe, 
absorb and celebrate.  
The dictionary defines 
culture as the sum of 
attitudes, customs, 
and beliefs that 
distinguishes one group 
of people from another. 
Culture is transmitted, 
through language, 
material objects, 
ritual, institutions, and art, from one 
generation to the next. But this is 
not only our strategy - according to 
Psalm 78 - it is our God-given duty:  
“We will not hide these truths from 
our children; we will tell the next 
generation about the glorious deeds 
of the Lord…so the next generation 
might know them---even the 
children not yet born—and they in 
turn will teach their own children” 
(vs 4a-6).  Historically, especially in 
the United States, Catholic schools 
have been by far the best instrument 
for effectively passing on the faith to 

the next generation.  Ours schools 
have also provided a significant 
advantage to non-Catholics who 
have attended and graduated from 
our schools grounded in the virtues 
of faith, community, compassion for 
the poor, empathy for the suffering, a 
passion for justice, a sense of duty to 
serve others, and a profound respect 
for the sacredness of every human 
being.  Many have gone on to serve 
in the highest offices of leadership 
in this country.  While not Catholic 
themselves, they received a solid 
foundation that prepared them 
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The Class of 2015 at St. Augustine Catholic School 
has received admissions offers to top local high schools, 
including the following:

• Archbishop Carroll High School
• Benjamin Banneker Academic High School
• Bishop McNamara High School
• DeMatha Catholic High School
• Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School
• Duke Ellington School of the Arts
• Elizabeth Seton High School
• Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School
• St John’s College High School
We congratulate the Class of 2015 and their families 

and thank in a particular way their homeroom teacher, 
Ms. Lupita Garza, who is also the English Language Arts 
instructor for the middle school.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015

Ms. Amanda Surless, kindergarten teacher, coaches  
the St. Augustine School Cheerleading team.

Cheerleading
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Dear Alumni,Friends and Parents,
As we approach the end of 

this academic year, I would like 
to take this time to thank you for 
your countless support which 
significantly contributed to making 
St Augustine School a good place for 
students’ learning, whether you have 
a direct role as a parent, volunteer 
or a donor, or your role is one of 
providing prayerful support and 
student referrals.  

I congratulate our Class of 2015 
as they look forward to successfully 
completing their studies and 
graduating from our school. As proud 
alumni, they will indelibly remain 
part of our success story. Their 
achievement is our achievement and 
a demonstration of our commitment 
to contribute to the Catholic 

education of our children. We rejoice 
and wish them God’s manifold 
blessings as they embark on a High 
School education. 

I was happy to see the joy on their 
faces when they shared their letters 
of acceptances to area Catholic high 
schools such as Archbishop Carroll, 
Bishop McNamara, DeMatha, Don 
Bosco Cristo Rey, Elizabeth Seton, 
Georgetown Visitation, and St. John’s 
College High School.

The congregation of the 
Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
has served at Saint Augustine Catholic 
School and Parish for nearly a decade. 
Wow! How years fly. The goal of the 
Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 
serving at Saint Augustine Catholic 
School is to continue to serve and do 
our best to make a difference in the 

lives of the young men and women 
who come in contact with us daily. As 
our Motto says, “Love and Service.” 
May God continue to bless our work, 
and may those we serve continue to 
behold the Handmaids of the Lord.”

Each year, Saint Augustine 
Catholic School has continued to 
grow under the leadership of my 
Administrative and Strategic and 
Governance team. This group of men 
and women deserve our applause 
for all the sacrifices they have made 
throughout the years.  We have met 
twice a month on Saturdays for the 
past six years. We plan and strategize 
for the good and benefit of the entire 
school community.  

I want to thank Fr. Patrick 
Smith, Mr. Lawrence H. Parks II, 
Mrs. S. Kathryn Allen, Mrs. Donna 
Eagle, Mrs. Lorrain Lee, Mr. Raven 
Wilkins, and our benefactors, and 
parishioners for showing that, “With 
God all things are possible.”  We 
would not be where we are without 
your support.  I graciously thank you.

Sincerely,

Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ

Rev. Msgr. Leonard 
Hurley, former pastor
Marcellina M. Brooks, 

Ph.D., (Mother Marcellina) 
former principal and Oblate 

Sister of Providence

In Memoriam
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JV Boys Basketball Team Captures district title
Under their fourth-year leader, Coach Richard 

Lancaster, the St. Augustine JV Boys Basketball team 
defeated St. Columba of Oxon Hill on Feb. 28 by 49-30 
in a game played at St. Mary of the Assumption in Upper 
Marlboro to win their division championship. Coach 
Gerard Boulin, a first year coach, assisted Coach Rich.

The team, featuring players 12 years and under, finished 
the regular season at 6-1 and won all four playoff games. 
The JV Boys Basketball team was primarily composed of 
fifth and sixth grade students from St. Augustine Catholic 
School.

The team won one of the five districts that comprised 
the JV Boys basketball tournament for the Archdiocese 
of Washington CYO, which includes Washington, D.C., 

Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, and the 
three counties in Southern Maryland. There was no 
city championship held this year for JV Boys basketball 
because of funding limitations and time constraints.

The St. Augustine JV Boys basketball team competed 
in two pre-season tournaments, the Holy Trinity Tip Off 
Classic in Georgetown and the St. Jerome’s Turkey Classic 
in Hyattsville. While the team lost in the first tournament, 
it captured the St. Jerome’s championship.

Physical Education instructor Mr. Clinton Perrow is 
the director of the St. Augustine CYO program, which is 
open to both school children and parishioners.

Congratulations, Coach Rich and Coach Gerard, as well 
as the players and their families!
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Four students received into  
Catholic Church at Easter Vigil

Four St. Augustine Catholic School students were 
received into the Catholic Church during a two-and-a-
half hour Easter Vigil Mass on April 4. Rev. Patrick A. 
Smith, pastor of St. Augustine Catholic Church, served as 
the main celebrant of the Mass.

The liturgy featured full immersion baptisms in the 
baptismal font, located at the church entrance. In being 
received into the Catholic Church, one receives First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation, in addition to having the 
availability of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

The four students studied the Catholic faith and prayed 
for discernment while working with Sister Emmanuella 
Ladipo, HHCJ, director of religious education at St. 
Augustine Catholic School. She has served at the school 
for eight years, including serving as principal her first 

year 2007-2008 at St. Augustine Catholic School. 

More than 60 students have converted to the Catholic 
faith since 2010 at the PreK-3 through 8th grade school. 
St. Augustine Catholic Church does not allow students 
to receive baptism without the support and blessing 
of their parents. More than half the students who have 
been received into the Catholic Church at the school 
since 2010 have come from inactive Catholic families. St. 
Augustine Catholic School teaches and bears witness to 
our Catholic roots, yet also respects the traditions of all 
other Christian churches.

Among the godparents were Ms. Irma Francis, art 
teacher at St. Augustine Catholic School, and Mr. Raven 
Wilkins, director of admissions and vice principal at St. 
Augustine Catholic School.
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Valerie Mesa-Vega ’01 in May 
received a Master’s degree in 
Television, Radio & Film from 
Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse 
School of Public Communications in 
New York following a year of study. 

Ryan Washington ’10, following his 
June 2014 graduation from Gonzaga 
College High School, has been 
attending High Point University in 
High Point, N.C. 

In this photo, his mother Ms. 
Ty Harris (center), and his sister 
Shawna Harris-Lenoir ’12(left), are 
visiting with Ryan on the High Point 
campus. 

Shawna attends Thurgood 
Marshall Academy Public Charter 
School in Washington, D.C., where 
she is completing her junior year 
and holds a 4.2 grade point average, 
according to her mother. She 
has already earned three college 
scholarship offers.

Imani Owens-Bailey 
’91 remembers what 
Sister Dorothy Yancy, 
OSP, the Oblate Sister of 
Providence who taught 
her in the first grade at 
St. Paul and Augustine 
School, used to say: “God 
don’t make junk.” All 
of creation, especially 
humankind, has worth and dignity 
because of the Creator’s designs.

She remembers class trips to 
the pumpkin patch, school Masses, 
prayers in the auditorium, and 
graduation from her five years at the 
school. “Saint Augustine was a really 
good school to be in,” Imani said. 

She described the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence, who worked at the 
school for 90 years, as “awesome.” 
In fact, “A lot of my education and 
lessons in faith in God came from 
the Oblate Sisters of Providence 
and other teachers,” at St. Augustine 
School, she said. Remembering those 
lessons, she supports St. Augustine 
Catholic School. 

From St. Augustine, Imani attended 
Stone Ridge School of the Sacred 
Heart in Bethesda before graduating 
from a second all-girls Catholic high 
school, Elizabeth Seton High School 
in Bladensburg, which is run by the 
Daughters of Charity. Going to single-
sex schools helped instill confidence 
in Imani, but she also described the 
experience of attending high school 
as one of great adjustment. 

Hey alumni! Do you have any news to report, such as a degree earned, a 
new job, a promotion, a marriage, retirement or the birth of a child? Please 
contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org or 240-418-5427.

Alumna pursues health education and 
natural wellness

Following her 
1995 graduation 
from Elizabeth Seton, 
Imani attended 
Howard University 
in Washington, D.C., 
on a full academic 
scholarship, studying 
Biology with a minor in 
Chemistry.

Since 2008, Imani has worked in 
adult education and during the last 
several years has pursued a career 
in naturopathic medicine. Imani 
believes strongly in herbal medicine 
and the body’s restorative powers.  

In Chicago, where she has 
lived since 2013, she has studied 
acupuncture and other means of 
physical manipulation to restore and 
maintain health, as opposed to using 
artificial means.

She has been in residency in 
Chicago the last two years, following 
her receiving a medical degree in 
2012 from the Southwest College 
of Naturopathic Medicine in Tempe, 
Ariz. 

She describes the adjustment 
to the desert heat of Arizona as a 
“shocker for me.”

“I think I am an East Coast and a 
Southern person at heart,” Imani 
said. Toward that end, Imani plans 
to move back to Washington, D.C., 
in 2016, once her Chicago residency 
is complete. In her native city, 
Imani plans to open up her own 
naturopathic medical practice.

6 2014-2015 School Theme: “Whatever you do, do it with all your might.” (Colossians 3:23)



to become exceptional leaders.  That’s what Catholic 
Schools do.  

Finally, at its basic level, “culture” is an agricultural 
term that refers to “that which has been planted and 
encouraged to grow”.  All education – at its best – is 
about planting seeds of knowledge, then watering that 
seed and giving it plenty of room to grow.  However we are 
also aware that even the best seed sowed on untilled or 
poor soil will have a difficult time taking root and bearing 
fruit.  The first and most important environment for all 
of our students is the home.  As a school we partner with 
every parent but only as the supporting cast!  For this 
reason, we pray for the parents of our students every 
day at Daily Mass.   

As I conclude I want to thank you for your generous 
support and to ask for one additional contribution: 
Your ongoing prayers!  Please join me in prayerfully 
remembering the teachers, staff, and principal, employees 
who maintain the facility and especially the students and 
their parents.  In this way we can be assured that the 
words of Psalm 78 will be fulfilled in our school: “We will 
not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the 
next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord!”

God Bless,

Rev. Patrick A. Smith

From the Pastor’s Desk
continued from page 1

Planned Giving Corner
After taking care of our family and loved 

ones in your will and bequest, please consider 
making a planned giving donation to support 
St. Augustine Catholic School of Washington, 
D.C. Please contact Bill Murray, development 

officer, at 240-418-5427 or bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org, for more information. 
Thank you for your generous support of St. 

Augustine Catholic School. 
We are also very grateful to those who made 

generous year-end donations. During the fiscal 
year 2015, which ends on June 30, we have 
exceeded our $340,000 annual fundraising 

goal.

Support St. Augustine 
while you shop

Giant Food A+ School 
Rewards 

St. Augustine School 
#00110

Safeway Boxtops 
for Education 

Please drop off your boxtops 
in the front office

Target Take Charge
of Education
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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