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Catholic Schools: A Legacy Worth Preserving

From the Pastor’s Desk
As we celebrate Black History 

Month in February, I was reminded 
of the major impact that Catholic 
education has made in the lives of 
those that make up Black American 
history.  

In 2010, I was asked by the 
National Black Catholic Congress in 
Baltimore to write an article on the 
topic of Catholic education which 
I entitled: “Catholic Education: 
Making and Urgent Case for Teaching 
the Faith.” Some excerpts from that 
article are included below.  

It is no wonder that Catholic 
education and particularly Catholic 

Schools was a prominent agenda 
item at the first National Catholic 
Colored Congress in 1889 (held 
here at Saint Augustine Parish). This 
issue was seen to be critical for the 
survival and growth of Catholicism 
in the Black community in the United 
States.   I believe it still is.  

Historically, Catholic schools in 
our cities have been an extraordinary 
and unparalleled success story! 
These schools are arguably more 
responsible for the black middle 
class today than any other institution 
in our country.   Graduates of our 
elementary and junior high schools 
of various economic backgrounds 
go on to complete their high school 
education and enter four year 
colleges at exceptionally high rates.  
An extraordinary number of African 
American men and women who have 
completed doctoral degrees in this 
country claim a Catholic education 
somewhere in their schooling 
background.  

But will this trend continue?  
With few exceptions, those Catholic 
schools, especially in the Northeast 
part of this country, which have a 

larger than 50% non-Catholic student 
body, tend to be predominately 
African American in make-up.  In 
other words, we are faced with a 
reality that when it comes to our 
schools, the term “non-Catholic” is, 
more often than not, synonymous 
with “black children.”

But this raises another question: 
Are Catholic schools for Catholics 
only?  This question seems to be 
debated every so often, especially 
around budget time in parishes and 
dioceses across the country.   I think 
it is the wrong question that when 
legitimized by serious debate in 
Catholic circles necessarily threatens 
the mission of providing a Catholic 
education to African American 
children.  The real question to be 
asked is not, “Are Catholic Schools for 
Catholics?” but “Are Catholic schools 
really an extension of the Catholic 
Church?”  

 If the answer is “Yes,” then it 
would follow that our schools share 
in the mission given to the Church by 
her Founder, Jesus Christ.  His Great 
Commission at the end of Matthew’s 
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The Christ Child Society, 
a group of Catholic lay 
women, has remained firmly 
committed to the mission of 
St. Augustine School for more 
than 10 years, including 
supporting academic 
excellence.

“They partnered 
with us for technology 
improvement,” this year, 
said Mrs. RusshelleSockwell, 

social worker at St. Augustine School. Christ Child Society 
members purchased 31 new Dell notebook PCs for St. 
Augustine School this school year.

“They do a variety of hands on tasks,” at St. Augustine, 
said Sockwell. During her 11 years at the school, she has 
been sponsored by Christ Child Society, with the last 
three years being full time work at St. Augustine, after 
previously working four days a week at the school. 

During Catholic Schools Week, for example, the Christ 
Child Society sponsored an ice cream social for the 
school’s 210 students, donating the ice cream, with five 
volunteers dispensing the treats to the students during 
three lunch periods. The volunteers come from the 
Tulmulty Guild of Christ Child Society, which is based in 
Chevy Chase, and Paula Avon serves as guild chair.

The fourth longest serving member of the St. Augustine 
School staff, Mrs. Sockwell is an alumna of Georgetown 
Visitation Academy and St. Francis de Sales School in 
Washington, D.C.

Christ Child Society also donated school supplies to 
St. Augustine School at the start of the school year and 
purchased gifts and gift cards for students and families 
for Christmas. In the late Fall, moreover, Christ Child 
Society volunteers read and commented on eighth grade 
student essays, as the students prepared to apply for 
Catholic high schools.

As Winter approached, moreover, Guild members 
donated 25 coats for students. Guild members also 
donated books to St. Augustine School’s library.

Until last year, a group of six Christ Child Society 

In January, KidanTesfamichael ’15 earned fourth 
place in the Martin Luther King Jr., essay contest 
sponsored by the Office of Black Catholics of the 
Archdiocese of Washington. Written in November, 
Kidan’s essay was titled, “Continuing the Legacy.”

In her essay, Kidan pointed out that there was 
clearly a discrepancy between how African-
Americans were treated during King’s lifetime and 
the aspirations found in our country’s founding 
documents, that all men were created equal. 

Kidan wrote that King lived by the adage that 
an injustice to anyone anywhere is an injustice to 
everyone everywhere. “He stood up for what he 
believed in,” she said.

Kidan came to St. Augustine School in second 
grade and was awaiting news on Catholic high 
school admissions when we caught up with her.

We congratulate Kidan for this honor!

Student earns fourth place 
in MLK Essay contest

More than a decade after they started, Christ Child 
Society firmly committed to St. Augustine

volunteers taught students reading skills each week. 

Founded in 1887 by Mary Virginia Merrick, who has 
a formal canonization cause in the Catholic Church, the 
Christ Child Society is a nonprofit volunteer and member 
organization that serves the educational, emotional, 
and material needs of children, regardless of race or 
creed. Merrick was known for giving her life in service 
to children and the poor, even while she lived a life with 
tremendous suffering and physical pain. One can find out 
more information about the Christ Child Society at www.
christchildsocietydc.org.
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Dear Parents, 
Our year began with a tragic 

incident, the loss of one of our 3rd 
grade students, Josiah Simons.  Our 
sincere sympathy goes to the Simons 
family, and may Josiah’s gentle soul 
rest in perfect peace. 

Tobrighten our month, Kidan 
Tesfamichael, one of our eighth grade 
students, won 4th place in the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Essay competition 
organized by the Archdiocese of 
Washington, DC. 

The last week of January, we 
celebrated Catholic Schools Week. The 
week was great, and we had a strong 

support of parents in attendance for 
the talent show and dance showcase.  
Our student’s competitive spirit was 
astounding!  Students enjoyed the 
following activities: Family Feud, 
Jeopardy, Spelling and Math Bees, 
and Junior Soccer with our 3 and 4 
year olds.  The highlight for the week 
was the Faculty versus the Students 
Basketball match, where the students 
beat the faculty by one point,49-48.

At Saint Augustine, we sometimes 
take time out and a deep breath to 
make note of all the wonderful things 
that we have been blessed to recently 
accomplish. 

The Students CYO basketball 
team, “The Saints” 12 and under, for 
example,have only lost one game. 
Our 10 and under team won 25-1 
on Sunday, February 1, while our 
intramural Soccer program included 
Catholic Schools Week games. In 
addition to the participation of the 
PK to 2nd grade students, the 3rd 
through 8th grade students played 
in memory of Josiah Simons, with 

rousing fan support from parents, 
and teachers. 

Also in Josiah’s memory,his 
basketball jersey was retired. It was 
framed and presented to his family 
who attended the game during 
Catholic Schools Week. We have 
showcased Josiah’s practice jersey in 
our main hallway over the entrance 
of our St. Augustine Room. 

 In February, we celebrated Black 
History Month, culminating in our 
Annual Black History Program on 
February 27. 

Thank you for supporting and 
celebrating St. Augustine during 
Catholic Schools Week and every 
week!

God has been faithful and we thank 
you for being part of our success!

God bless.  

Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ
Principal

Hewan Abera ’15 was recognized as a State Honoree for her community 
service with a 2015 Prudential Spirit of Community Award. Congratulations, 
Hewan!

Last year, Hewan volunteered through the St. Augustine Reading Circle 
Club to read to younger students. She volunteers in the school’s front 
office, in the school’s food drive, and in whatever capacity she can serve 
the school. Hewan came to St. Augustine in the second grade.

A Prudential representative will present the medallion to her in April 
2015. Thank you to Donna Gaskins Pasteur ’64 for her volunteer assistance 
at our school, including her finding such opportunities for our students!

Student recognized with 
community award
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Dad In Motion 
Darryl Taylor, Sr., is the father of 

two recent St. Augustine alumni. 
Asa Taylor graduated in 2012 and 
Somer Taylor finished in 2014.  His 

oldest child, Darryl Taylor, Jr., who 
didn’t attend St. Augustine, is a 
junior at George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Va., majoring in Biomedical 
Engineering.

The native of Philadelphia wanted 
to give his two younger children 
a taste of urban education, so he 
enrolled them at St. Augustine. 

“I thought the students at St. 
Augustine were better behaved,” 
than children at the other Catholic 
schools the family visited, Darryl 
Taylor, Sr., said. “Sister Gloria and 
the teaching staff were a pleasure to 
work with because they are focused 
on excellence.”

Sending his two youngest to 
Catholic schools was just a start. 
He and his children enjoy piloting 
airplanes, riding horses, and 
skydiving indoors. Taylor gives them 

an appreciation for music by learning 
to play the bass guitar, tenor sax, and 
the piano, among other instruments. 
He also stresses the importance 

of understanding math 
and science by developing 
“engineering skills” and 
encouraging critical 
thinking.  With his three 
future engineers in tow, 
Taylor is building a 22 foot 
wing span single engine bi-
wing airplane.

“I keep my kids involved 
in positive activities,” Taylor 
said, in between showing off 
photos of his children on his 
smartphone. His children 
are long-time members of 
the Jack and Jill Club. 

This busy Dad holds 
a Master’s degree in 
Systems Engineering, and 
B.S. degree in Computer 
Science and works as a 
chief systems engineer. 

His work concentrates on software 
and hardware architecture for 
naval combat and air traffic control 
systems.

Totally displeased with the 
instruction that Darryl Jr. was 
receiving in Physics at a DC school, 
Taylor pulled him out and enrolled 
Darryl Jr. in a Physics class at 
University of the District of Columbia, 
where his son earned an “A”.

Somer is a freshman at St. John’s 
College High School in the District, 
where she is in Junior ROTC, the 
Debate Team and an honor roll 
student, according to her father. She 
participated in the Robotics Club 
at St. Augustine School, which her 
father co-founded with Mrs. Celeste 
Behrens, science teacher at St. 
Augustine.

Asa is a junior at McKinley Tech 
Senior High School in the District 
and is a member of the Robotic and 
Debate teams. As an alumnus, Asa 
supported the St. Augustine Robotic 
Club during the 2012 – 2013 school 
year.

All three children have an interest 
in becoming biomedical engineers, 
according to Mr. Taylor. He enjoys 
being father of the year every day.  

Student Spotlight

Name: Tyler Cave
Class: 6th Grade
At St. Augustine Since: Pre-K
Accomplishment: Reading at 10th 
Grade level
Favorite Types of Books: Murder 
mysteries, teen books.
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From the Archives
Here is the letter of agreement 

between the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence and Rev. Paul Griffith, then 
the pastor of St. Augustine Church, 
which established the OSP at St. 
Augustine School in 1908. We thank 
Dena Grant ‘76, parish archivist, for 
compiling this information.

  Washington, 
Sept. 18, 1908

Articles of Agreement:
The Pastor of St. Augustine’s 

Church agrees to pay for four Sisters 
of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, 
nine hundred dollars (900.00) per 

annum or at the rate of 225.00 each 
for Sisters and $100.00 additional, 
making a total of $1000.00 per year. 
If in the course of time, more teachers 
are necessary for the school, he also 
agrees to provide for as many Sisters 
as are needed. He further agrees to 
let them occupy the building, 1127 
– 15th Street, N.W. as a school-house 
and residence; to furnish same; 
and to supply coal for heating the 
building.

The Sisters of the Oblates of 
Providence agree to take charge of St. 
Augustine’s Parish School, teach the 
children and visit them when sick or 

absent; to assist in the Sunday-school, 
and in the preparation of children for 
Confession, Confirmation, and First 
Holy Communion. If the Rev. Pastor 
wishes to make a change, or the 
Sisters desire to give up their work in 
St. Augustine’s Parish, both parties 
agree that each will give the other 
one year’s notice from Sept. 1st.

(Signed)
Paul Griffith
Pastor of St. Augustine’s Church
Mother Magdalene, O.P.
Sr. M. James, O.P.

52014-2015 School Theme: “Whatever you do, do it with all your might.” (Colossians 3:23)



Josiah Paul Simons (2006-2014)
Josiah Paul Simons, a third grade 

student at St. Augustine Catholic 
School, passed away on Dec. 29 
while playing basketball. He is 
survived by his parents, Timothy 
and Nicholle Simons, and his 
brother, Jalen Simons. The news of 
his death came as a shock, after the 
joy of Christmas.

On Jan. 6, Rev. Patrick A. Smith, 
pastor at St. Augustine, officiated at a funeral service 
for Josiah in a packed St. Augustine Catholic Church. 
St. Augustine’s School Choir performed during an 
emotional service attended by many of Josiah’s 
classmates, teachers, friends, and family, which 
followed a two-hour visitation. School was closed 
duri9ng that period of mourning.

Close friend of the family, Pastor Jonathan Shaw 
of Crown Ministries in Brooklyn, N.Y., delivered the 
Eulogy at the funeral service, while his wife, Pastor 
Sabrina Shaw of Crown Ministries, sang at the service.

Speaking two days after the funeral, Sister Gloria 
Agumagu, HHCJ, principal of St. Augustine since 2008, 
recalled the eight-year old boy, who had come to St. 

Augustine in the first grade. Josiah’s 
body was laid to rest at Fort Lincoln 
Cemetery in Brentwood, Md.

“A promising child,” is how she 
described Josiah. “He liked to read and 
write,” and enjoyed playing basketball, 
she recalled. “He could charm you 
with his smile.” She remembered 
Josiah’s giving her a hug and a smile 
in the hallway. According to Josiah’s 

funeral program, his proudest moment came this year 
when Mr. Ron Riley, head of the St. Augustine Catholic 
School Math Department, chose Josiah to participate 
in the Math Honor Program at the school.

Sister Gloria recalled visits to Josiah’s classroom, 
when he would ask her to read his chapter book 
because he was proud of his writing. “I would read it, 
and it would motivate him more and more,” she said.

Friends and family donated more than $15,000 
to support St. Augustine School in memory of Josiah 
Simons in late December through February. Those 
whose lives Josiah touched will never forget him, and 
we are confident that he has received the embrace of 
his Heavenly Father.

Educational 
Philosophy

The Oblate Sisters of Providence 
is a Religious Congregation of 
Women. The general aim of 
the members is to consecrate 
themselves to God in a special 
manner by the faithful obedience 
of the three simple vows of 
Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience.

 The special end of the 
members of the Congregation is 
primarily the Christian education 
of children. Since this is so, we 
keep drawn up a rather detailed 
educational philosophy which 
must be observed by all teachers, 
both Religious and law, who staff 
Oblate schools.

Our Work
Our work is our pride and our joy;

Our aim is inspired from above;
Our motto is “All for God’s glory.”

Which proceeds from hearts filled 
with His love.

No work is more vital and noble
Than the guidance and training of 

youth;
No time is better employed

Than that which inspired them 
with truth

Then let us all help with their 
training;

Nor give up till the vict’ry is won;
Let us put them in the hands of 

Our Lady
Ask her to give them to her Divine 

Son.
-Oblate Sisters of Providence

From the Archives
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Gospel: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations… teaching them all that I have commanded 
you” (28:19) is at the heart of the Church’s mission to 
evangelize the un-evangelized and make disciples of the 
non-disciples!  

Clearly, according to everything from Papal Encyclicals, 
Pastoral Letters from the Holy See, Canon Law, and U.S. 
Bishop Pastorals, and other Church documents, Catholic 
schools in fact do share in the evangelization mission of 
the Catholic Church.  When they refuse to do so, they are 
less Catholic.  

To quote the former Archbishop of Washington, 
James Cardinal Hickey: “We don’t educate the children 
because they are Catholic; we educate them because 
we are Catholic”.   In other words, we follow the same 
principle with our schools as we do with our other 
Catholic institutions.  Are Catholic hospitals for Catholics 
only?  Is Catholic Charities for Catholics only?  

Clearly, the idea that “Catholic Schools are for Catholics 
only” is a profoundly anti-Catholic concept that should 
be dismissed out of hand as a subject of serious debate.   
If anything we should be asking whether our existing 
Catholic schools are making disciples!  Thanks to your 
support, at Saint Augustine School, we can confidently 
answer: Yes, we are!  

God Bless,

Rev. Patrick A. Smith 

From the Pastor’s Desk
continued from page 1

Support St. Augustine 
while you shop

Giant Food A+ School 
Rewards 

St. Augustine School 
#00110

Safeway Boxtops 
for Education 

Please drop off your boxtops 
in the front office

Target Take Charge
of Education

Planned Giving Corner
After taking care of our family and loved ones in 
your will and bequest, please consider making a 

planned giving donation to support St. Augustine 
Catholic School of Washington, D.C.

Please contact Bill Murray, development officer, 
at 240-418-5427 or bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.

org, for more information. Thank you for your 
generous support of St. Augustine Catholic School. 

We are also very grateful to those who made 
generous year-end donations. We have raised more 
than $250,000 in support of our school this school 

year, with our year-end goal $340,000.
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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