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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners 
& Friends,

First let me wish all of you a 
belated Happy New Year!   

As I write this column, we are still 
in the Christmas Season between the 
Feast of the Epiphany and the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord.  Every year 
at this time when we tell and re-tell 
the Christmas Story, I can’t help but 
notice how many different people 
are a part of this inspired narrative.  
To put it another way, while Jesus 
is the sole reason for the season, 
he is not the sole character in the 
story! He has a family; he had Mary 
his mother and Joseph his foster 
father, guardian and protector.  He 
had cousins (Elizabeth, Zechariah 
and their son, John – the Baptizer) 
and elders like Simeon and Anna 
who showed up at the Temple on the 
day of his circumcision. Even before 
his birth, God provided his parents 
a farmer with a barn that contained 

the manger. God then commissioned 
shepherds to be the first to deliver 
the glorious message of the Angels to 
the Holy Family – and to the world! 
The point is that when we tell the 
Christmas Story of Salvation, we see 
that it involved many people in the 
right place at the right time with the 
right gifts and the right connections! 

But here is how it relates to us: God 
not only has a plan for your life, 
but he also has provided an array 
of people to give you the support 
you need to ful�ill that plan!  God 
never called you to do it alone.  So, 
don’t. The truth is, you will never 
succeed in becoming all that God 
intended you to be all by yourself!  
We all need help, encouragement, 
insight, perspective, guidance, 
support, the good example of others 
and – at times – even correction!  
Jesus wasn’t alone.  He had his earthly 
parents.  Mary and Joseph were not 
alone, they had each other! John and 
Elizabeth and Zechariah and Simeon 
and Anna were all a part of a people 
and a community of faith. They had 

different roles, some major and some 
minor, but none were insignificant to 
God!  They all had an important part 
to play in God’s Big Plan...  And so do 
you!

So, have no doubt as you embark 
on this New Year that God has put 
people in your life – some that you 
are already aware of and utilize 
often, and others you don’t! There 
are others that he wants you to seek 
out and discover. But sometimes our 
pride, egos and fears keep us from 
asking for help even though there 
are people who would not hesitate 
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Recommitment and Rededication
I recently visited the McDonald’s 

at the corner of 14th and U Streets, 
N.W., and I met someone who 
changed my perspective.

I spoke with the man seated next 
to me as he slowly worked on a 
chocolate sundae, and it turned out 
that he has been going to the same 
McDonald’s for lunch every day for 
the past two or three years. The 
place was a special one not only for 
the food, but for the fact that he had 
purchased the wedding rings for his 
wife of more than 50 years at the 
same spot, back when a jewelry store 
occupied that space.

“It was one of the best in the city,” 
he told me. 

It turned out that my new friend 
is a St. Augustine parishioner, and 
when I see him at the parish, I joke 
about knowing where to find him at 
lunchtime.

Just as my new friend’s marriage 
has stood the test of time while the 
jewelry store apparently did not, 
one of the amazing things about 
St. Augustine Catholic School is its 
endurance. Since 1858, the school 
has stayed true to its mission in 
educating children, more often than 
not African-American children from 
Washington, D.C. The mission has 
continued through many challenges, 
including parish moves, a parish 
merger, changes in the city,and 
alterations in the city’s educational 
landscape.

I look at families who have sent 
multiple generations of children to 
the school, and their commitment 
to St. Augustine tells me something 
about dedication and loyalty, and 
that St. Augustine continues to prove 
its worth. African Americans have 
many more educational options in 

Bill Murray
Washington, D.C., in 2016 than they 
did through the first part of the 20th 
century, yet families come back to 
our school. Some of the old timers 
are joined by newcomers who speak 
different languages or perhaps are 
well educated professionals who 
have moved into the city in recent 
years, including Caucasian and 
Hispanic families. Everyone wants 
the best education for their child. 

Ultimately, a school like St. 
Augustine cannot stand the test of 
time without a recommitment and 
rededication from the institution and 
the individuals who compose it. High 
ideals or a lofty mission statement 
just don’t cut it. What I have seen 
in the history of St. Augustine is the 
willingness to make changes when 
necessary, with clergy and laity 
playing a part. 

The late Pauline Johnson Jones, for 
example, saw that St. Augustine was 
losing its identity when the students 
in the school began referring to it as 
“St. Paul” as a shorthand for “St. Paul 
and Augustine School,” which it was 
formally known as, after the merger 
with St. Paul Catholic Church. So in 
the 1980s, the parish successfully 

petitioned the Archdiocese of 
Washington to go back to being St. 
Augustine Catholic Church and St. 
Augustine Catholic School.

In getting to know the donors 
to St. Augustine Catholic School 
over the last eight years, which 
includes individuals, corporations 
and foundations, it seems to me that 
they not only support urban Catholic 
education – many of them attended 
Catholic schools in their youth – 
but something about St. Augustine 
resonates with them, whether they 
know much about our history and 
the challenges we have faced. I am 
amazed by and deeply grateful for 
the commitment and loyalty of many 
of our donors who support us year 
after year. 

As I write this column, we have 
received more than $175,000 in 
donations and grants since July 1, 
so we are making strong progress 
toward our $340,000 2015-2016 
school year goal.

Bill Murray is the development officer 
at St. Augustine School. You can reach 
him at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org 
or 240-418-5427.

Development Corner

Under the watchful eye of Mr. George King, their coach, our student fencers prepare for 
upcoming competitions.
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Dear Parents, Parishioners and 
Alumnae,

It took me some time to come up 
with a topic to address in this Winter 
issue of our Newsletter. Just as I was 
praying about it, the word “gratitude” 
came to my mind in a flash. I then 
decided to write and thank you all for 
all the generous acts you have been 
doing to keep St Augustine School 
open for Catholic education of our 
children. I thank especially all who 
have been working tireless in this 
regard behind the scenes. How could 
I not have remembered this? I’m 
grateful. May God bless you all.

As we approach the end of the 
year, I would like to thank our Home 
and School Association (HSA) and 
our Donors for their support of our 
students and faculty. Our president 
Ms. Donita Adams’87 is an alumna 
of Saint Augustine Catholic School. 
We’re proud to have her and look 
forward to benefiting continuously 
from the experience and zeal she 
brings to our school. Ms. Adams and 
her officers plus our old and new 
parents are awesome. We wish them 
success in all their endeavors.

It is worthy of 
note that our HSA 
put together for 
students, parents 
and faculty some 
events to run 
throughout the 
entire year, and 
I would like to 
a c k n o w l e d g e 
some of them. 
We had a fun-
filled Halloween 
dance. Earlier 
in the year, they 

held a morning of coffee and donuts 
for all of our new families. They 
held a Thanksgiving Dinner with a 
difference on November 24, and a 
Secret Santa shop in December.

As I write, they are planning a 
Catholic Schools Week lunch for 
teachers by the first week in February, 
Valentine Day dance, Mother/Son 
and Father/Daughter dance, Family 
Fun day, and International Day. I’m 

happy and proud that we’ve such 
a dedicated group in our school 
community. Thank you all and more 
grease to your elbows!

Jesus, as we know, is the foundation 
of our faith and the reason, ultimately, 
for Saint Augustine Catholic School. 
During Advent, we anticipated Jesus 
incarnating in the world as ‘the 
radiance of God’s glory, the very 
imprint of God’s being, who sustains 
all things by His mighty word’ 
(Heb.1:3). 

We celebrated Christmas with a 
special presentation of our Christmas 
show, “Jesus, the Miracle,” an original 
work written by Mr. Neptune Pringle 
II, our music director and director of 
the arts. Lets always celebrate Jesus!

I wish you a prosperous 2016.
Sincerely,

Sr. Gloriamary Agumagu HHCJ

An Attitude of Gratitude

In preparation for Pope Francis’ September visit to the United States, third grade student 
Joshua Parker drew a picture to show how he intended to Walk with Francis. His work was 

printed in the Catholic Standard Junior Saints section.
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50 YEARS AND 
COUNTING - 

FRIENDS 
FOREVER

Our story of friendship began in 
the school year of 1956-57, when 
three friends met, Ann Marie Brown, 
Jacquelyn Beard, and Linda Lyles 
in Kindergarten at Saint Augustine 
School  (which was later named SS. 
Paul & Augustine) Catholic School in 
Washington D.C.  In the first grade 
another friend, Judy Butler, joined 
the group.  Throughout our years 
until Eighth Grade at St Augustine, 
we found common interests as 
we excelled academically and 
participated in activities. Since 
our parents knew each other, we 
were allowed to occasionally spend 
weekends together.

None of us had sisters in our 
individual families during this 

connected.  We have shared births, 
deaths, illnesses/healings, weddings 
and achievements over the years, 
keeping each other in prayer.  When 
we reached 63 years of age, in 2014, 
our weekend was in the Washington 
Metropolitan Area, where we created 
a memory book that represented a 
lifetime of friendship.

Last year, 2015, marked 50 
years from our graduation from 
St. Augustine in 1965. Above, one 
can see the four of us at our girl’s 
weekend in South Carolina, as we 
landed in Savannah, Georgia,, in 
September 2015.

Thank you St. Augustine School 
for our foundation.  TO GOD BE THE 
GLORY!

time, so we became sisters to each 
other physically and spiritually.   
Although we went to different all-girl 
Catholic High Schools, Immaculata, 
Immaculate Conception, Academy 
of our Lady and La Reine, we 
maintained a closeness in our hearts, 
occasionally seeing each other 
which continued the friendship. 
We attended different colleges; 
however we never lost the love in 
our hearts for each other. We began 
to establish families and settled in 
states outside of the Washington 
Metropolitan Area, but we kept in 
touch as our children grew up.  Our 
husbands knew of our friendship 
and respected it: which encouraged 
us to have girls weekends to keep 

Judy (Butler) Rodney ‘65
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Environmental educational opportunities grow

St. Augustine Catholic School 
during the 2015-2016 school 
year is offering its students more 
educational opportunities related 
to nature, conservation, and the 
environment.

On Sept. 18, about 60 students 
in grades three through five at St. 
Augustine Catholic School got some 
hands on lessons in measuring 
water quality at the Protecting the 
Anacostia Watershed event near 
Nationals Stadium in Southwest 
Washington.

The workshop in water quality 
standards, was sponsored by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency with participation by the 
National Park Service, Department 
of Forestry, D.C. Water, and the 
Earth Conservation Corp, according 
to Ms. Jacquelyne Thornton, third 
grade teacher at St. Augustine, who 
planned the trip.

Students compared water samples 
to a chart measuring water quality. 

Assisted by EPA personnel, the 
students visited an EPA website, 
where they entered water sample 
data to receive an analysis of their 
sample. Each student received 
a Certificate of Appreciation for 
participating in the event.

On Oct. 4, meanwhile, Silas Elwood 

York, a former D.C. Corrections 
Officer who works for the U.S. 
Forestry Service, was the subject of 
a cover story in The Washington Post 
Magazine about his conservation 
education efforts in Washington, 
D.C. The story mentioned Mr. York’s 
visit to St. Augustine School to speak 
with the students and inspire them 
in their career choices. Mr. York is 
a friend of Ms. Thornton’s from her 
youth.

In addition, on Oct. 1, U.S. 
Agriculture Department officials 
presented two fourth grade 
students, Tyler Owens and Brunelle 
Tchuenden, and a recently promoted 
fifth grade student, Kimber Dickson, 
with a certificate for reciting original 
poetry and famous quotes at a 
ceremony honoring longtime EPA 
personnel.

U.S. Forestry Department officials, 
meanwhile, are considering adopting 
St. Augustine Catholic School as a 
“Green School,” a new initiative that 
could have educational benefits for 
students, Ms. Thornton said. 

Sister BibianaOkoro, HHCJ, director of religious education, and Mrs. Donna (Gaskins) Pasteur 
’64 help our students exercise a corporal work of mercy by bringing Christmas greeting cards to 

residents at Dunbar Nursing Home. 
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From the Archives 

As we celebrate Black History 
Month in February, do you recognize 
any of the participants in these 
photos that show the importance of 
music and religious devotions like 
the May Crowning in our school’s 
history? Please contact Bill Murray, 
development officer, at 240-418-
5427 or bmurray@saintaugustine-
dc.org if you have memories or 
stories to share.
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to offer it!  At these times, we need to just get over 
ourselves and ASK for what we need!  

Believe it or not, I don’t find it easy to ask you 
again and again for your help – your prayers, your 
ideas, your time and especially your financial 
support.  But then I take one look at the wonderful 
children in our wonderful school and I say, “Patrick, 
it’s not about you, so get over yourself and ask for 
everything you need to accomplish everything God 
requires!” 

Saint Augustine Catholic School is alive and 
thriving because that’s exactly what God wants for 
the children he sent here.  I am truly grateful for 
this.  But I am also sincerely grateful for you.  As 
pastor, principal, staff and teachers, we could never 
do this by ourselves! So today I give God thanks for 
you – the friends of Saint Augustine - who remind 
us that we don’t have to “go it alone”!      

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Patrick A. Smith
Pastor

From the Pastor’s Desk
continued from page 1

Jemiah Brown ‘11 

PFC 1st Class (Reservist) Jemiah Brown 
completed basic training in the U.S. Marine Corps 
in October 9, and on Dec. 19 completed his military 
occupational specialist training at Camp Johnson 
and Camp Lejeune, N.C., before reporting back to 
duty at Joint Base Bolling Anacostia. He’s registering 
to attend the University of the District of Columbia.

Our students worked hard on rehearsing and performing an original Christmas plan, Jesus, 
the Miracle, at our school on Dec. 20-21, under the guidance of Mr. Neptune Pringle, II, 

director of the arts and music teacher. 

Our CYO boys JV basketball team, which includes 
fifth and sixth grade students, captures a trophy 

in a holiday tournament.
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Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.
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